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TO JAMES ACERBI. 

MY DEAR FATHER, 

IN looking around me for a name 
truly great to prefix to my work, my country ofFered 
many, diflinguifhed for intelligence, for patriotifm, 
and even for great achievements : but the feelings of 
a fon prompted a different choice, and with emotions 
of gratitude and afie6tion for the bleilings of exift- 
ence, education, and example, to you I dedicate the 
firft fruits of your bounties. The name of a hero or 
flatefman might flatter my vanity, but your's affords 
a more tender gratification. Your name has not been 
found in the annals of Europe — I congratulate you 
upon it. A great name is dangerous. Your private 

condition 
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condition prefents more genuine pleafures ; retired 
on your eftate, you promote and cheriih the happi- 
nefs of every heart around you ; and while you are 
occupied in the advancement of agriculture, that 
nobleft art, that trueft fource of national wealth and 
bell contributor to human felicity, you enjoy the 
contentment of a peaceful and virtuous life. 

During my long abfence, memory, faithful to her firft 
impreffions, has frequentiy recalled to me the pleaf- 
ing fcenes of my youth ; and often, amidfl the noife 
of fplendid entertainments, and furrounded by a bril- 
liant crowd, I have heaved a figh, and found myfelf 
a ftranger and alone ! Diftance has fharpened the re- 
coUe^on, and my anxious wilhes have been involun- 
tarily turned to your happy retreat. 

It is a truth confirmed by every day's experience, 
in individuals as well as in focieties, that they diminifh 
their happinefs in proportion to their departure from 
nature. My diftant excurfions, my long journeys, only 

ferve 
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ferve to ftrengthen my delire of repofing under the 
(hade of your trees, and in the bofom of domeflic 
retirement. 

Happy ihall I be Sir, if in putting thefe volumes into 
your hands, I may in the finalleft degree contribute to 
your amufement. I feek no other fuccefs, I a{k no other 
reward, but to convince you, that the time which I 
have fpent in travelling has not been wholly loft ; arid, 
that in changing climates and countries, I have never 
fwerved from the dutiful refpeA and tendernefe with 
which I am, and Ihall ever be. 

Your very afFe<5tionate Son, 

JOSEPH ACERBF. 

London, Feb.. J, 1802. , ' 
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TT may poflSbly excite curioilty to knowj why a native of Italy, 
a countiy abounding in all the beauties of nature, and the 
fined produAions of art, ihould voluntarily undergo the danger 
and fatigue of vifiting the regions of the Ardtc Circle. 

He promifed to himfelf, and be was not diiappointed, much- 
gratification firom coutrafting the wild grandeur and fimplicity 
of the North, with the luxuriance^ the fmiling aiped^ and the re- 
finements of his own country. He was willing to exchange, for 
a timcj the beauties of both nature and art, for the novelty, the 
Hiblimity, and the rude magnificence of the northern climatesr 
Nor was it probable that fuch a contrafied fcene would prove 
barren of inftrudion, or be deditute of amu/ement. There is no 
people fo far advanced in civilization, or fo highly cultivated, who 
may not be able to derive fbme advantage from being acquainted 
with the arts and fciences of other nations, even of fuch as are 
the moft' barbarous. The human underftanding is benefited by 

communication, 
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communication, even with ignorance itfclf ; juft as commerce 
and wealth derive profit from an intercourfe with poverty. Every 
fpecies of knowledge may be promoted by travelling into different 
countries ; in all of them there will be found ample fcope for ob- 
fervation and refledion, natural, moral, and political. It is only 
by a comprehenfive and unconfined furvey of nature, ^temal 
and internal, by a growing accumulation of fafts and concluiions, 
compared and combined with one another, that the empire of 
fcicnce is to be extended : and the moft ftriking objedls^for luch 
a combination and comparifon, w^ill probably be thofc which 
prefent themfelves in a fudden traniition from one extrehae to 
the other ; fuch as from the South to the North of Europe. 

It was not without the utmoft reludlancc, that the Author 
yielded to the preffing folicitations of his friends to print this 
work. It is the firft that he has offered to the public, and he is 
fenfible that it would be in vain to court for it the indulgence of 
his readers, if he fhould fail of recommending himfclf by it to 
their efleem. 

The firft part of thefe Travels, written for the gratification of 
a fmall circle, who were curious to learn the prefent ilate c^ arts, 

8 fciences. 
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IX 



icicnces^ and manners in Swedcni contains an account of circum* 
ftances too bold, perhaps, to meet the public eye. But to have 
re-cotnpofed and (bftened xU by the iuppreflion of fome particu- 
lars, hov^ever perfonally prudent for the Aud|or, would bt^ been 
to withhold from the reader a juft and accurate idea of the Aate 
of fadts. It was incumbent upon him to facrifice all inferior 
coniiderations to a rcfp^ Cot the public and for truth. 

With regard to that portion of the volumes iwhich relates to 
.Finland ^nd l^pland, the. Author was for ibme time retrained 
from prodiicuig it to the Public, by a motive of delicacy. Co- 
lonel Skioldebrand, a Swedifh officer, the companion of his tra- 
vels, had announced his defign of publifhing in Stockholm his 
drawings of pidlurdfque fcenery in thofe countries, accompanied 
with deicriptioDS of the ck^6U lepsdepted in his plates. The 
Author, therefore, fufpcoded his own publication from a fear of 
injuring the interefts of his friend. But, on obierring that the 
jumounced work made its appearance only in numbers, that it 
will not be completed for fome years, and what is moft material, 
that any degree of fucceis which might attend the preient pub- 
lication, muft only for?e to promote that of the other, all fcruplcs 
of delicacy were removed. 

Vol. I. b Another 
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Another motive .for publifliing this book was, a dcfire of being 
ufeful to future travellers, whom ardent curiofity might impel to 
vifit the northern diftriAs. Thofe parts of Europe, which are, I 
may fay, almoft abandoned by nature, are little known, and any 
Information concerning them mufl of courie be acceptable. 

Fafhion, which extends it& influence over every thing, appears, 
in our day, to favour travels and expeditions to the North: 
and the prevalence of this may, perhaps, have been increased by 
the political troubles in the South of Europe. Hpwever this may 
be, fuch as travel to thofe quarters arc entitled to a degree of 
regard and efleem which cannot juflly be claimed by thofe who 
vifit the South of Europe : for the hardy North does not by any 
means hold out the fame . luxuries, the fame allurements of cli- 
mate, and the fan\p temptations to pleafure that are prefented by 
a more genial and inviting foil. Journeys in the North will be 
undertaken by thofe only who have a jufl and mafculine tafle 
for nature, under every afpe<ft, and are a<ftuated by a defire of en- 
larging their own information, and of inflradling others. 

With this view the Author, having reached the North Cape 
by a route before confidered as impradicable in fummer, has pub- 

lifhed 
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liflied a delineation of that excurfion for the ai&ftance of other 
travellers who may come after him. His accounts, whatever 
may be their defeats, will be allowed to poflefs the merit of no- 
velty. Even the faults with which, they may poflibly be charged, 
will not be without fomc advantage to othefs. His work, how- 
fever imperfed, may fervc to pave the way for one more complete 
and accurate. It is with travels, as with every other purfuit: 
men evqji of .the ijioft ordinary talents have often^ by their hum- 
ble efforts, given birth- to exertions in others, which have been 
more happily diredcd, and niore fuccefsful. 
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Partiality and Inaccuracy of Travellers confidered — Made (f Tra^ 
veiling in Sweden delituated, and compared with that in other 
Countries — Journey from Heifingburg to CfOthenhurg—Warberg^ 
Anecdotes of General Peckling — Gothenburg : a Defcriptim of the 
Town, hs Population and Cofumerce^-^The Lihabitants of Gothen^ 
burg, their Manners and Ctg^ms. 

T)iARTIALITY and inaccntacj are common objediona made 
to trayellers^ and often dimintfh> or even annihilate^ that ap- 
probation which otherwiie might be beftowed upon their labours 
and exertions. The firfi of thoie charges is of a moral nature, 
and relates to a failing of the heart ; the fecond aims at a fault, 
lyhich either proceeds from indolence or ignorance. But thdfe 
articles of accnfatzon^ vAicbl exhibited, are not always founded 
upon truth : and, before adecifive (pinion can be given, the credit 
of the perlbn who accufes ibouldbe carefidly balanced againft the 
Vol. I. B 2 charaAcr 
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charadcr of him that ftands impeached, Thofc who have tra- 
velled in the North, oi: defcribcd that part of Europe, have been 
pecidiarly unfortunate in being ezpofed to attacks of this kind, 
and having their candour and diligence called in queftioo* The • 
accufation has, in general, been brought by natives, who, though 
we may allow them to be well acquainted with their own country^ 
cannot be fuppofed to furpafs others in the virtue of impartiality. 
They are certainly as liable to be biaifed in favour of what they 
call their own, as foreigners who come to vifit them may be on 
the oppoiite fide. It is by no means eafy to diveft ourielves of all 
prejudice and prediledion for thofe pbces where we were boro; 
and where we ipent the earlieft and hapjneft days of our exiftence: 
and this natural partiality ihould always be taken into the ac* 
count, when the a/certaining of truth is our obje^. We may 
grant that a man poflefles a perfed knowledge of the local fituatton, 
the government, manners and other particulars of his country : 
but nevertheleis he may be prejudiced ; and while he labours un« 
der this difadvantage, and is fwayed by thofe narrow ideas, which 
are the almofl inevitable coniequence of a life entirely pafled ^t 
home, he cannot claim unlimited confidence for his aflertions. 
Thus, when a Swede fmiles at Mr. Coze's reprefenting Warmer- 
land as a mofl: delightful country, bcaudfuUy interfperfed and 
variegated with lakes, charming vales and well cultivated field9, 
we think him juftified in difiering from that gentleman's defcrip- 
tion ; and admit that, on the contrary, it is a dreary and uhplea- 
fant trad, diveriified only by naked rocks and barren hills. But 

when 



THROUGH SWEDEN. 5 

when he oeniures an Englifh, French^ or Italian traveller for 
affirming that there is no iuch thing as convenient travelling in 
Sweden, and on the other hand maintains, that his country 
abounds in comforts ; every one that has the lead: knowledge of 
the fulled, will immediately perceive the error and fallacy of iixch 
a pofition. 

When a native of the North repreients that '' you may travel as 
<' fpeedily in Ruffia and Sweden, as in France or England ; and 
^^ that on the whole you meet with as good accommodation at 
*^ the inns in theie cold regions as in any part of Italy, fo much 
<' reibrted to by ftrangers ;** though I may entertiun a great efteem 
for that perfon in other refpeds, yet I begin to fufped that he was 
never in any one of thoie countries which he uies for his compa- 
rifon. The only point on which Sweden will bear being men- 
tioned with England, is the roads. But there are no public ve- 
hicles, fuch as a ftage-coach, mail, diligence f or other carriage, for 
the convenience of common travellers, who unite two principal 
objeds in their journeys, viz. expedition and cheapnefs. There is 
no regular conveyance between the country and the capital ; none, 
for example, between Gothenburg and Stockholm ; Stockholm 
and Gefle ; Gefie and Upfala, or the other principal towns of the 
provinces. The reaibn affigned by the Swedes, '' that there is no 
** need of ilage- waggons and the like,, for the tranfportation of 
^^ merchandize, as the country is every where interfered by lakes 
'' and navigable rivers,** is not a fufficient excufe for the want of 
public carria^ to accommodate paflengers. In France and Eng- 
land 
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land ibige-coaches arc found in all diredions, ia that ytKLtnuy 
with cafe travel to whatever quarter your mdinadoa or bufinefs 
calls you. Even where there are navigable rivers and canab^ theie 
carriages abound at every hoiir of night and day. As to the com- 
panion which the advocate of the North draws between the inns 
of Sweden and thofe of Italy, I fliall not difcufs its truth or falfe* 
hood> as I might be fufpeded of partiality for the latter^ which is 
my native country. I ffiall only obferve, that between Heldn- 
burg and Stockholm, a diftance of near four hundred miles,* 
nothing that can be confidered as an inn is to be met with : 
whereas there is no part of Italy where, in the fame ipace, yoa 
would not come to fifty towns, in ncatnefs and elegance, and 
every comfort of life, equal if not iuperior even to the capital 
of Sweden ; that in Italy, the South perhaps excepted, it is im- 
pofTible to travel twenty miles without meeting with an inn, whilil 
there is not fo much as one to be found in Stockholm itGdf; that 
a fmall village in Italy is better provided with ail the necefiaries 
and conveniencies of life, than the moil eminent provincial towns 
of Sweden : in fhort, I fhall anfwer the Swedifh author to whom 
I allude in his own words : " If any one wifh to travel through 
^* Sweden with tolerable eafe, he will do well to provide himfclf 
*' with a carriage, as well as with bread and wine, and other provi- 
^^ lions,*' which precautions are certainly quite unncceflaryin Italy.f 

• Italian or Englifli, which are nearly the fame* 

t The fame Swedifh writer fays, " that if Don Quixote miflook all the inns 
<* he met with for cafiles, in Sweden he would hav« miftaken all the houfes for 
" inns." There is not any country however with which I am acquainted, where 
the houfes have lefs the appearance of inns than in Sweden. 
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Further, a 001211137 tii which you are obliged to lay ailde your 
own oarria^y and to fubfiitute one which is fmaller and lefs 
convenient, cannot be iaid to be well adapted to the purpofe of 
travelling : yet this is the cafe in Sweden, where you muft be 
prepared to .«icounter this and many other diiagrecable circum- 
fiances. 

The hofies are finall and weak, and their deficiency in iize 
and ftrength is to be made up by increaie of number. This mul* 
^plication is attended with a world of trouble. It is not in an 
inftant that fo many bodes x:an he put tp the carriage ; the chance 
is tncreaied that fomething or other will be wanting, fomething 
wrong or out of order in the harnefs ; there is alio more diffi- 
culty in toinging the horfes. to dnw and keep paee with each 
adier« AU theie impediments tdccn together, occasion a confix 
deraUe lois of time. You are.fioppod at every turn, and the cx^ 
psditiqn of tramUtng in Sweden, ctimpircd with that of France 
and En^and, is found to he a mese fable. Among ^he fcven or 
c^t hories that you are obliged to uic, you have always to ap-- 
piehciid that ibme one may turn out revive ; and the bad ex- 
ample of one will ^il all the rcik. I travelled from Helfingburg 
to Stockholm, by the way of Gothenburg, together with one of 
my count^mea in a xMnuc^.; bat inilead of three horfes, as 
in Germany, we were forced to increafe our number^ till it 
amounted to feven. The hor&s were put to the carriage four 
a-breaft in the firft line» and three in the fecond. They were 
(b little, leaui and feeble, that it feemed as if our vehicle were 

drawn 
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drawn by fo many (heep. The more wc increafed their number^ 

the flower was our progrefs on the journey. It was the month 

of September, and the roads, which were always either up*hill 

or down hill, began to be injured by the rains. In going down 

hill^ we were afraid of caufing death and deftruAion among our 

poor feeble animals, which were impelled^ without power of re- 

iiilance, by the weight of the carriage, and neither able to ftop 

nor to retard its motion : and when we went up hill, we often 

were at a ftand when it would have been moft deiirable to go 

forward. The horfes, as I have faid» did not draw together. We 

were attended by five or fix peaiants, who had each, of them a 

horfe in our caravan ; and denning it good policy to whip up 

their neighbour's horfes while they fpaied their own^ they fell 

often a quarrelling, and fometimes dealt about blows among 

themfelves as well as among each other's horfes. Suck a Baby* 

lonifli confiifion is not, I bdicve, to be met with in any other 

part of the world« This at leaft I know^ that I never cncoun* 

tered any thing fo cmbarraffing in any other oountry. One may 

travel very comfortably in Sweden, tbey tell yoii, widi the aid 

of a man who knows how to manage and drive the horfi^s; but 

where is there a peribn in the world capable of conducing theft 

animals ? They underiland only die Swedifh ibunds ; and the dia** 

led in which they are addrefifed by the peaiknts, is fo original, 

and confifts in fo extraordinary a motion or vibration of the lips,* 

* Tpfchruu. It is exactly by the fame found that the country people in Scot- 
iand addrels their horfes when they want them to ftop. 

that 
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that it is impoflible any foreign charioteer ihould be able to ac- 
quire it in a ihorter fpace of time than ieveral weeks^ or perhaps 
months. The fame found that is ufed in Italy to quicken the 
horfcs* pace^ is employed in Sweden for the purpofe of making 
them halt : and it often happened that, when we were aicending 
fbme fteep hill, we uttered that or a iimilar found, to encourage 
the horfes ; when, to our great diiappointment, they flopped fhort 
inflantaneoufly. We then had to blame ourfelves for forgetting 
the idiom of the Swedidi language, and patiently to endure the 
confequence of our miflake ; while the peafants feemed afloniihed 
at our rafhnefs or folly in checking the exertion of the horfes on 
the fide of a flecp mountain, where the weight of the carriage 
might force the animals backwards, and involve us in great dan* 
ger. At the £ime time, when we refleded on the unfortunate 
power of habit and its eSkAs, in the prefent infhinoe, we could 
not help laughing even in the midfl of periL 

Another fubjeft of commendation among the panegyrifls of 
Swedifh travelling, but equally unfounded with that of their 
praifes of expedition, is cheapnefs. If they were to calculate 
tile expcnce of a courier, whom you mufl fend before you on the 
road to befpeak horfes, if they would confider the greater num- 
ber of horfes to be employed on a journey in Sweden than in one 
in Germany, moreover the hire of a driver from Copenhagen, and 
the expences of his return home, beiides the compenfation to be 
made to the peafants for waiting with their horfes for the arrival 
of^ their employer ; were they to take all thefe things into the 

Vol. I. C account, 
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account, they would find that travelling in Sweden with one's 
own equipage, not to mention the circumftance of its extrenae* 
inconvenience, is, on the whole, more ezpeniive than in any 
other country of Europe, except perhaps in England. The coun- 
tries in which I have found it eaiieft to travel, that is, where con* 
venience is moft happily united with cheapnefs, are Auftria and 
Bohemia, particularly the latter. I am not conscious of any ten- 
dency to either ill-humour or prejudice : I only declare matters 
of fad: that have come under my own observation, and under 
that of many other travellers. If fbme have travelled in Sweden 
with greater advantages than myfelf, I can only iay that they 
have been more fortunate : but I muft ftill maintain, that thoie 
impediments which I have defcribed, are extremely diiagreeable^ 
and not to be met with in any other part of Europe. 

Another comfort for travellers, much boafted of by the na* 
tives, and reprefented as peculiar only to their country, is> that at 
every poft houie a regifter is put into your hands, under the de* 
nomination of a day-book, in which travellers fet down their 
names, their ftate or condition of life, whence they came> and 
whither they are going ; and if they have been fatisfied or other* 
wife with the pc^ilion, or rather the peaiant. But it is, in my 
opinion, rather to be coniidered as an inconvenience : for it is, in 
fa6t, a mere formality, that occafions a waile of time v^thout re- 
medying any one of the evils that may be recorded and com- 
plained of. When a traveller iets out on a journey through Swe- 
den^ under the erroneous notion of its being a wild and barbarous 

country. 
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country, buried under evcrlaftihg fnow and ice, without inns, 
poft-horfcs, or roads, he may be furprized to meet with many 
public regulations and eflablifhments which he did not expe<5l ; 
but when, on the other hand, he fufFers himfelf to be impofed on 
by the groimdlefs ilippoiition of finding in that country fuch ac- 
commodations as in France or England, he will be miierably dif- 
appointed. It would not be very wide of the mark to iay, that 
the truth lies, as uiiial, between the two extremes, but inclining 
rather to the fide which is unfavourable. 

In order to make the journey from Helfingburg to Stockholm 
more intercfting, you ihould take the route of Gothenburg 
and Trolhatta. Before you come to Gothenburg, you pafi 
through Warberg, a fmall village with a fortrefs, fituated on the 
edge of the fea. Here the Swedi(h government confined the 
famous General Peckling, fuiped:ed of being an accomplice in the 
murder of Guflavus III. This man was of the party in oppofi- 
tion to the king in 1 756, being at that time in the pay of Ruflia. 
In 1762, when he had become a penfioner of France, he was 
on the fide of the court. In 1772, when having the rank of 
colonel in the army, he betrayed an intention to excite his regi- 
ment to mutiny ; but he was arrefted at Enkoping, conducted to 
Stockholm,* and after the death of Guflavus, (hut up in the 

• According to the author of the Life of Catharine II. and the Trayels of Two 
Frenchmen^ he was taken to Gripftiolm, and confined in the caftle, which ferved 
formerly as a prifon for Eric XIV. This however is a oiiftake. The caftle of 
GiipOioim is at prefent utterly uninliabitable, having neither roof nor cafements. 

C 2 fortrefs 
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fortrefi of Warbcrg. During his confinement at this place^ as 
he had not been conviftcd of any crime, though liifpcdcd, he 
was in the full enjoyment of all His wealth and income : and^ 
whether from malignity, rage, or madnefs, he one day formed 
a refblution to execute a ilratagem for railing a famine in the 
little town of Warberg. He gave orders early in the morning 
for buying up all the provifions in the market-place, and bringing 
them forthwith to him. It was a matter of iatisfadion and 
pleafure to him, to think that all the inhabitants of the town 
would be pinched with hunger, while he himfelf pofiefled the ut- 
moft abundance ; and that in this manner, the befiegers being 
reduced to famine by the befieged, the ufual operations of war* 
fare would be completely reverfed. This aft of extravagance was 
not more afflifting to the citizens of Warberg, than it was 
acceptable to the officers and ibldiers of the garriibn, and the pri- 
ibners confined befides himfelf in the caftle. This anecdote, 
which is in perfeft conformity with the charader of Peckling, 
who united with excellent talents a confiderable ihare of excen- 
tricity, though told by every body at Warbcrg, I have not fcen in 
any public prints, or books of travels. General Peckling had a 
great reputation for eloquence and political acquirements, and 
above all, for an intimate acquaintance with the laws of his 
country. By means of his legal knowledge, he always efcaped 
with fafcty from the various law-fuits in whicli he was involved. 
He was wont to amufe himielf with teazing and making game of 
his judges, who were often confounded by his fubtleties and legal 

fophiflry. 
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fophiftiy. The court-martial by which he was tried in 1772, 
after a confinement of more than four months at Stockholm^ was 
held under the direction of General Horn, who had been cre- 
ated a Count after the revolution in 1772, more from his zeal, 
it is faid, than on account of any real fervice. This nobleman, 
being a near relation to Baron Peckling, feemed to fear nothing 
fb much as to be thought partial to his kinfman. As the charge 
laid againil him was no lefs than rebellion and high treafbn, it 
was very difficult to find a lawyer who would undertake his de« 
fence ; till, at lad, a young man, of the name of Blix, gcneroufly 
offered his fervices. The court-martial being at a lois how, on 
any plaufible grounds, to find the General guilty, but yet not 
daring to acquit him before they knew the intentions of the 
King, who was then at Elkofund, at the distance of near fifty 
miles from the capital, they adjourned till they ihould receive 
farther inftruftion. But as it was contrary to the privileges of the 
Swedifh nobility, that any of their members fhould be kept in 
priibn without being fully convided of a crime, the GeneraKs 
couniel aiked the Court if they had any other rules for their pro- 
ceedings than the laws of their country ? They anfwered they 
had none. Yet Baron Peckling was not fet at liberty, but in 
confequence of a petition to the King. So fudden and deplorable 
was the efifed produced by the revolution on the high-fpirited 
nobili^ of Sweden. 

Gothenburg is the fecond city of the kingdom. Its environs 
are almofl every where naked, barren^ and dreary. They prefent 

an 
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an uniform fcene of fmall eminences of black rock^ inhere nature 
cannot by any power of art be forced to produce vegetation. The 
harbour exhibits a iimilar confufion of rocks not more pleafing to 
the eye, and fome little craggy ifles of a rugged and forbidding 
afpe<S. As to the interior of the town, it refembles in fome re- 
ipeds the towns of Holland, having canals, with rows of trees 
along their margins, regularly cut or clipped in the Dutch faihion. 
The inhabitants of this place are in a ftate of conftant emulation 
with thoie of the capital, in commerce as well as in their mode 
of life, their faihions, and every /pecies of luxury. I have been 
aiTured by feveral perfons that one may live . more agreeably at 
Gothenburg than at Stockholm. To a ftranger who delights in 
fociety, it certainly affords opportunities of following his incli- 
nation without formality or reflraint. The ladies of Gothen- 
burg are celebrated for their amiable difpofitions, their beauty, 
their fbciability, and their accomplifliments. They employ much 
of their time in the cultivation of languages and the arts, parti- 
cularly that of mufic. They poflcfs in a very high degree all 
the qualifications that form an amiable, accomplifhed, and inte- 
refting woman. The population of this town is about fifteen 
thoufand. The fuburbs are fituated on rifing ground, and are 
occupied principally by ieafaring people belonging to merchant- 
men, the £aft India Company, and feveral fhips of war ilationed 
in the harbour. There is an hofpital at Gothenburg, founded by 
an individual, Mr. Sahlgren, the annual revenue of which amounts 
to fifteen hundred rix dollars. It contains thirty beds, of which 

two 
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two avc appropriated for the delivery of pregnant women :* but 
when occafion requires, a greater number is allotted for this be- 
nevolent purpoie, ibmetimes as many as seven. Any woman, 
whoever (he may be, when her time approaches, on ringing a bell 
at any hour during day or night, is inftantly admitted gratis, and- 
without being afked any queftions. They alfo receive foundling 
children, and at times maintain no leis than forty or fifty of them. 
The commerce of Gothenburg is very confiderable, and compre- 
hends perhaps more than the feventh part of the exports, and 
about a fourth of the imports of the whole kingdom. The Eiaft 
India Company, in which the city of Antwerp and the town of 
Oftend have a large (hare, fends from one to two or three fhips 
annually to China. Though their charter empowers them to 
trade with India, it is but rarely, and to no confiderable extent, 
that they avail themfelves of that privilege. The number of 
trading veifels belonging to Gothenburg is about two hundred and 
fifty. About eight hundred foreign fhips enter the harbour an- 
nually, and about five hundred Swediih. One of the principal 
fources of profperity to Gothenburg is the herring fifhery. Six hun- 
dred thoufand barrels of falted herrings have been known to be fold 
in one year, and thirty thoufand barrels of oil. To one barrel of 
oil there is reckoned a proportion of ten or twelve barrels of her- 
rings. Every fuch barrel contains from a thoufand to fourteen 
hundred herrings. The fifhing begins in Odober, and lafls till 
February, and fometimes till March. The herrings are partly con- 
fumed 
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fumed in the country itfelf, and partly exported to the Baltic. and 
the' Mediterranean. 

When a perfbn is invited to dinner at Gothenburg, it is under- 
flood that he is to pais with his hoft the whole of the evening, and 
to conclude a pretty conftant fcene of eating and drinking by a plen- 
tiful fuppen This is a pradicc common throughout all Sweden, 
Stockholm not excepted : but at the fame time it is to be ob- 
fcrved, that it does not now prevail in the houfes of the firft order, 
but is limited to thofe of the fecond and inferior ranks. I am 
told that the cafe is very much the fame in the principal towns 
in England and Scotland, including the city and mercantile .part 
of London. It is the cuftom in Sweden, as in other proteilant 
countries where religious seal is rather fervent, for every one at 
table to iky a ihort prayer to bimielf, both before and after the 
meal. When dinner is over, the gueils return thanks to the 
mailer of the houfe for his good cheer ; and he, on the other hand, 
aiTures his viiitors that they are heartily welcome. All this is 
done with fo fenous and folemn an air, that a ilranger, if he did 
not recoiled himi^lf, might be tempted to laugh at this extraor- 
dinary ceremony. This manner, however, of returning thanks 
on the part of the gueils, and the aifurance of their being wel- 
come on that of the mailer of the houie, formerly appears to have 
been common throughout Great Britain, for traces of it iliil re- 
main in the provinces among the lower claifes of the people ; 
whofe falhions, cuiloms, and modes of life, as well as opinions, 

have 
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have all of them, at fome period or other, been tboie alio of the 
higher orders of fociety . At great and formal dinners in Sweden, 
it is ufual to drink healths out of large filver cups filled with 
rhenilh or champaign. The cup goes round, and every one taftes 
of it, iimilar to the old cuftom of pltdgtng^^ ftill pradifed at 
fome Engliih corporation-feafts. There are certain rules to be 
obferved, with which the gucfts are previoufly made acquainted. 
If theie be not duly attended to, the delinquent^ by way of pu< 
nidiment, is obliged to drink off a whole cup. 

It has been very generally remarked, and I bclieyc jufHy, that 
the apothecaries of Gothenburg are not fo ignorant as the fame 
clafs of men in Paris, Amiiterdam, and many other great cities. 
Men's prefiimption and difregard to confequences being always 
in proportion to the narrowneis of their education and imder* 
(landing ; we may juftly fear that dreadful havoc is made, by thefe 
triers of experiments^ among the blind and credulous multitude. 
At Gotheaburg the apothecaries have the advantage of a liberal 
education ; {o that if the inhabitants have the fame propenfity as 
thoie of other places, to fly to thefe underlings of the medical art 
rather than to a phyfician, they may indulge it at lead: with lefs 
danger. 

• This cuftom is obvioufly derived from the fecurity found neceilary to be 
given in Gothic ages, that an individual Ihould not be ftabbed while he was 
taking his drai^ht. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Journey from Gotheiibnrg to Stockholm— TrolhUtta : the Catara6ls, 
and the Canal, which is a md/l extraordinary Wbrl — Some gene^ 
ral Remarks occqfioned by this Canal — Book of Infcriptions kept 
at Trolhdtta — Face of the Country between Trolhatia and Stock-- 
hohn — Agriculture in that DiftriSl, and' its Produce — Mode of 
bedding theHorfes — Fithia, the loft Stage before you come to Stock- 
holm : Anecdote — Arrival at Stockholm : Want of Inns — Cha- 
raSier of Mr. Malmgrein ; his Attention to Strangers. 

*TpHE journey from Gothenburg to Trolbatta, a diftance of 
•*' about fifty miles, is often made by the Gothenburghers in 
the fummer fcafon as a jaunt of pleafure. Going out of the town 
you proceed along the banks of the river Gotha, from which 
Gothenburg derives its name. After advancing about three miles, 
you leave behind you, on the right bank of the river, the fmall 
fortrefs of Bohus, fltuated on the fummit of a rock. The re- 
mainder of the road to Trolhatta is partly level and good, in ibme 
places hilly laid tinpleafant; and part of it lies acrofs roimdifh 
and flippery rocks. There is only one place where onie can be 
comfortably lodged : this is E^led, about thirty miles from Go- 
thenburg, on the fide of the Gotha. It is aflonifhing that on 

a fyolt 
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a fpot {o much frequented as Trolhatta, both by foreigners and 
Swedes^ there ihould not be better accommodations ; and that it 
never occurred to any one, as a good fpeculation, to fet up a new 
inn. In the one that now exiils there are but four apartments : 
when thefe are occupied^ there is no other houfe where a traveller 
can be decently lodged. Trolhatta is a place where the ad- 
mirers of natural beauties, if they could be tolerably accommo- 
dated, would be tempted to ftop for ieveral days ; as it is fcarcdy 
poflible in lefs time to have any fatisfadory view of the famous 
eatarads, and the canal, which is one of the boldeil and moft 
amazing works of the kind in the world. The cataradls are a 
ieries of cafcades, formed by the river Gotha, which iflues from 
the lake of Wennern, and being united after many breaks, falls 
in its whole and undivided flream from a height of upwards of 
fixty feet« into an unfathomable abyfs of water« 

The canal of Trolhatta has been wrought through the midil of 
rocks by the means of gunpowder. Its obje^ was to open a com- 
munication between the North Sea and thelake of Wennern, by 
continuing the navigation where the Gotha, dalhing down in ca- 
tara<fts, ceafes to be navigable. All the bar-iron of Nericia, War- 
merland, and other jM-ovinces, is tranfported in fmall boats acrofs 
the lake of Wennera, and along the Gotha, as far as the falls. 
By means of the new canal, the water carriage is prolonged be- 
yond the catarads to where the Gotha becomes again navigable ; 
and from thence the goods are eafily conveyed on the river to 
Gothenburg. The obvious importance of fuch a cut had long 

D 2 attrafted 
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attradled the attention of the Swediih govemmenti and they em^ 
ployed immenfc fums, at different timcs^ during almoft a whole 
century, for the execution of it ; notwithftanding, this vaft enter* 
prize proceeded fb flowly, and with fo little effeft, that it Teemed 
to mock every human effort of ftrength or Ikill. Its^aAual ac- 
complilhmcnt was refcrved to teach a very important leilbn to 
governments, and all great bodies of men, that though any under* 
taking Ihould languifh and fail under their diredion, yet it may 
be quickened, and may fucceed, when it becomes the intercfl of 
individuals not to embezzle the general ftock, when their fortune 
depends on their entering minutely into all the details of labour 
and expence, and on .bringing the work as fpeedily as poffibleto 
a juft and happy conclufion. An afibciation was formed of 
Gothenburg merchants and others, a joint ftock was raifed, the 
privilege of a toll on a future canal was granted and fecured by 
government, ihares in the eventual produce were fold at higher 
and higher prices as the work advanced, and in the courfe of five 
or fix years the canal was completed. The length of this canal, 
on which there are nine locks, is nearly three miles ; the width 
thirty-fix feet ; the depth in fome places above fifty. Bafins are 
formed at convenient difhtnces for various purpofes, which it is 
unnecefTary to enumerate. It is not eafy for any one to form an 
idea of the difficulties that were to be furmounted in the forma- 
tion of this wonderful canal, unlefs he had been an eye-witnefs. 
The fpe^iator now views the fmootb level as if it had been fo 
always, and lofcs fight of the heights and rugged fubftancy 

through 
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through which it was neceflkty to penetrate before that level could 
be efFed:ed. I iaw the canal not only when it was accompliihed^ 
but in its laborious progreis toward completion. ' This canal, 
which was undertaken and begun by Charles XII. formed part of 
a grand plan meditated by Guftavus Vafe, and attempted by fomc 
of his fucceflbrs, for joining the Baltic with the North Sea by 
means of a communication cut through the kingdom. If ever 
a canal ihould be extended from the lake of Wennem, which is 
the largeft in Sweden, being about five hundred miles long and 
fcventy-five broad, by Orcbro to the lake of Hielmar, the Swedes 
may then, by a conjunction of this lake with that of Malar, through 
the iluices of Arboga, tranfport all kinds of merchandize in the 
fame veflel from Gothenburg to Stockholm. Thus a paflage 
would be opened between the North Sea and the Baltic, and, 
among other advantages, the duties of the Sound would be 
avoided. The canal of Trolhatta may juftly be coniidered as 
in fome refpedls charaAeriftical of the Swediih nation ; for it re* 
prcfcnts them as they are, prone to the conception of grand en* 
terprifes, and diftinguiflied by mechanical invention. As a work 
of art, and of bold and per(evering defign, it is not too much to 
fay, that it is the firft in the world, even the Duke of Bridge* 
water*s canal in England, and that of Languedoc in France, not 
excepted. 

There is nothing that commuoicates to the mind a greater idea 
of human Ikill, than the means that have been diicovered for con* 
Hpying things from one place to another. The watery element, 

apparently 
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apparently deftined to cut off all communication between cowi* 
tries, through the exertion and ingenuity of man, is conyerted into 
a vaft and unbounded medium of their intercourie. I do not re* 
colledl any thing that exhibits fo fenfible and ftriking a triumph 
of art over nature, except perhaps the afcent of the balloon into 
the atmofphere : though this indeed is to be ranked among dif- 
coveries rather than inventions ; and has not by any means given 
birth to fuch a variety of ingenious contrivances as have been dif- 
played in the application of the polarity of the magnet, and of lu- 
nar obfervations ; in the exteniion of canals by the perforation of 
hills ; in the erection of bridges, waterlocks, and iluices ; and in 
the conftruAion, equipage, and navigation of ihips. 

The firfl ideas, or the firft elements as it were, of navigation, 
are prefented to man in his primitive, rude, and fimple ftate. 
Without entering into the queftion, whether man is or was ori- 
ginally an amphibious animal, as has been maintained by one or 
two whimfxcal writers, we find that the uncivilized tribes are the 
moft expert fwimmers and divers. They live much in the water 
and on the water in queft of fiihes, in rivers, lakes, and inlets of 
the fea. A tree or log, torn from the margin of fomc wood by 
the violence of a torrent or a ftorm, and floating near them on 
the furiace of the water, prcfents itfelf as a kind of refting place, 
where the exertions of the limbs and arms may be fufpended. If 
trees or beams can bear up a man in the water, it occurs at once 
that they will alio bear up other things. They are immediately 
ufed for this purpofe« The firil boats accordingly, as we find 

from 
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firom the hiftoiy of all favages, are Irees excavated eithet by iron, 
or, previoufly to tiie ttie of iron, by the operation of fire. As the 
elements of navigation are iiinple and obvious, and as this is an 
art intimately connected ^ith the puriiiits of men in all ibges of 
fociety, both in war and peace, {o wc find that the extenfion and 
improvement of navigation has at all times been a favonrite objed 
with the gteateft princes and the moft flouriihing and adventurous 
republics. Thvts wc know that Charlemagne formed a defign of 
uniting by means of a canal the Rhine and Danube ; and Peter 
the firft of Rufi[ia proje^ed ajundion between the Don and 
Wolga, the execution of which was a favourite tojHC with Catha* 
rine IL though ihe had not the good fortune to fee it accompliflied. 
It is referved only for fuch a fuccefibr as may equal that prince6 
in extent of conception and fpirit of enterpriie. 

The greater part of ftates and princes ad moftty from tranfieat 
interei);^, which they generally purfiK with cabal and intriguet 
vstfying their defigns and expedients according to times and cir-^ 
eumftances, and therefore ieldom producing a great cffeA. Im 
pr<^portion as they are lofty in their ambition imd comprehenfive 
in their views, they overlook prelent difficulties and prefeM ad« 
vantageis, in the profpe<^ of permanent power and future gloiy. 
Thus the Romans, undoubtedly the greatcft people with whom 
we are at all acquainted, being extenfive in their plans, were Aeady 
in their conduft. Like the laws of Miture, they adled inceffantly 
in all feafbns and aH circumftances. The Roman works, aque- 
4uds> roads, walls, feunphitheatres, and other ftruAures, were (6 

tranfcendantly 
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tranfccndantiy great, that Yfhcn the hiilorical accounts of them 
were loll in the dark ages, an opinion prevailed that they had 
been executed by iiipematural and invifible agents^ The kin^ of 
Sweden, carrying back their views through a long line of anceftry 
to a remote antiquity, and forward through proportionable fpaces 
of time, were naturally infpired with grand recoUedions and 
grand defigns. Should an age of darkneis again envelop Scandi- 
navia, and bring back the reign of ignorance and fuperftition, the 
works of Tjrolh'atta, like thofe of the Romans, would doubtleis be 
aifcribed to giants, fairies, or gods. 

At Trolhatta a book is prefented to flrangers when they arc 
about to leave the place ; and they are requeued to inicribe their 
names in it, with ibme motto relative to the impreffion made on 
their minds by the falls^ or other local circumftances. This book 
is one of the moft curious miicellanies any where to be feen, and 
is in my mind of more value than many other books, fi>r the 
light it throws on the fubjed of human nature. Throughout the 
whole of this coUeAion there reigns a particular humour ; I mean 
a particular turn or temperament of mind^ and what the French 
call penchant ; an afiedation of wit and Angularity, and above all^ 

/ an effort of felf-love, or felf-confequence, which tmveils, not ob* 
icurely, the true charader and weaknefi of man. Like thoie epi* 

/7 taphs which lofe light of the dead to fpeak of the living, almoft 
all the infcriptions in this, as well as in other memorial; of the 
fame kind, are more charaderiftic of their authors than of the 
ful^efts to which they refer* One takes an opportunit|r tQ Ihew. 

that 
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that he can make veries ; a fecond^ ^ves fome account of his tra* 
vels ; a third, exalts his own opinion on the ruin of that of others ; 
a fourth, fets down his^name merely for the purpofe of difplaying 
his title ; while another, from a vanity of an oppofite nature, 
writes his name (imply and nothing more. There is one Englifh- 
man who tells you, that he went to fee the catara6b by candle* 
light : another traveller of the fame nation fays, that neither the 
cataract nor the labour by which the canal was accompliihed, is 
good for any thing ; that the Swedes are all flaves, crouching 
under the laih of their mafters ; and« in order to exprefs his con- 
tempt, fubfcribes thefe remarks by a very indecent name. A ^ird 
Engliflunan, more enlightened as well as candid, rejoices to fee 
gunpowder applied to better purpoies than thoie of war, though 
at the fame time he is not of opinion that the condition of the 
people is bettered by commerce.* The French emigrants re* 
count all their own misfortunes, and as well fuited to the flibje6t 
of Trolhatta, thofc alfo of the King of France. One emigrant 
produces a long in\e6):ive againft the patriots. An Englilhman 
writes nothing more than " What will you have us fay ?" The 
following, " Dieu beniflc cette bonne et brave nation !f is (igned 
Kofciufco. An immenfe number of pedants make flouriihes of 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Syriac and Arabic. In a word, the writers 

* The words of this Engtiihmaii are — ^ It is pleaiing to fee gunpowder ufed in 
** favour of fociety, although we do not think that commerce will improve the 
<< happinefi of the people/' 

t God blefs this good and brave nation. 
Vol. I. E of 
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of infcriptions at Trolhatta, become Sometimes ^ digreifive from 
their fubje^l, that traveller; are found mutually reviling, and 
making pcrfonal allufions to one another. At laft the poor book 
itfclf was rudely attacked by the malignity of certain fplcnetic 
perfons, who were not fatisfied with making many pecvifli com- 
ments, but even went the length of mutilating it, by tearing out 
fome of its leaves. On my return through that place in 1800, 
the infcription I had left in 1 70Q was not to be found. The 
reafbn why it had been implicated in the fame fate with others, 
and torn out, I am wholly at a lofs to imagine. I do not re- 
€oiIe<ft the very words, but I am certain that there was nothing 
in the ientiments that could be juft matter of offence to any 
body. What I faid was to this effed : that the catarads and 
works at Trolhatta were objeds which abundantly compenfated 
to two Italian travellers the want of any thing curious in the 
fbuthern parts of Sweden, and which could make them forget 
the beauties of their native country. I replaced my infcription 
with the addition of the following beautiful lines by the Abb6 
DeliUe :— 

Que ne peut point de Tart Padivit^ fifconde ! 
C'eft patr elle que Phomme eft fouverain du monde, 
De la nature en vain tu crois naitre le roi, 
Mortel ! £ins le travail rien n'exifte pour toi. 
Ce globe n'eft foumis a ta vafte puifl^nce, 
Qu' a titre des conquets, et non pas de naiflance, 

Et 
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£t tu n'es diftinguif parmis les animau^t 

Que par ton noble orgueil, ton genie, et tes maux.'^ 

Leaving Trolh'atta, we proceeded to Stockholm by Wefler- 
land, Nericia, Sudermania, and the government of Stockholm, 
Though the country in the near vicinity of Gothenburg be bleak 
and barren, it improves greatly as you recede from that town and 
the fea coaft, and advance north-eaft towards the capital. Woods, 
water, rocks, hills tufted with trees, vales and cultivated fields, 
give it not a very rich but a pleaiing aipeA. The woods, which 
become fine and thick on each fide of the road, are ibmetimes 
fo extenfive as to ftretch out their limits beyond the eye of the 
traveller. They confift chiefly of oak, birch, mountain-afh, and 
firs ; all of them tall but flender, which perhaps is owing to the 
iTcanty foil in which they grow. The cattle are fmall, and their 
fleeces hang down like the hair of goats. The horics I have 
already defcribed. But I ought to add, that when tolerably well 
fed, they are very aftive. 

On the fubjed of horfes I muft farther obfervc, that when we 
came to Stromfliolm, a fmall palace belonging to the King, on 
the lake of Malar, we went to fee the royal ftablcs that were 

* What may not be performed by the fertility of art ? It is by her means that 
man ha3 become lord of the world. It is a vain thing to £incf that he deriTel 
this title of fovcreignty from nature — Mortal ! there is nothing thine, that does 
not become fo through labour. This globe is not fubjccted to the vaft extent of 
thy power by btrth-right, but by that of Conqueft — thou art only diftinguifhed 
from other animals by a noble pride, by thy genius, and by thy miferics ! 

E 2 highly 
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highly fpokcn of, though they would be reckoned but very 
middling, or rather mean, in fevcral other countries. I was fur- 
prized to find that there was no ftraw or other bedding for the 
horfes. The animals (land or lie on perforated boards, like fol- 
diers in barracks. This pradice I found to be univerfal through- 
out all Scandinavia. It occurred to me that it might have had its 
origin in the oeconomy of faring ftraw for the cattle in a coun- 
try where winter provender is fo much wanted : and, perhaps, 
this may be really the cafe ; though even in Denmark, where 
ftraw and other provender arc abundant, the fame pradice is (oU . 
lowed. It has been approved by the Veterinary Colleges of both 
Stockholm and Copenhagen, and univerfally adopted by the 
royal and other great families, on account of its falutary effefl 
on the foot of the horfe. In countries where the horfes ftand 
in a hot-bed produced by their own litter, their feet become ten- 
der and iubjed: to divers diforders ; but you very feldom fee a 
lame or foundered horfe in Sweden or Denmark, which, if it is not 
to be afcribed to the fkill of the licenfed farriers, who are (at 
leaft in the Danifh dominions) all brought up in the Veterinary 
College, may, to a certain degree, be owing to the manner of 
keeping the horfe on boards inftead of ftraw. In moft countries 
wood is dear and fcarce : but if any other fubftitutc could be 
found for ftraw in the bedding of horfes, the reduction it would 
bring about in the price of hay and corn muft be wry great. It 
-is well known that, in many places, ftraw is the only food that is 
afforded during the winter months, for cattle and even horfes. 

The 
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The Eianifh and Swcdiih mode of lodging the horfes has, I 
have been informed, {o fitr attraded the notice of his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of York, who keeps a fteady eye on whatever 
may contribute to the impr^ement of the army» that he has given 
orders for the erection of ibme barracks on that plan, by way of 
experiment. The refult will be of great importance, if this bed- 
ding on boards, if I may fay fo, fhall be found to prefcrve the foot 
of the horfe, even though its expeniivenefe (hould prevent its gt^ 
neral adoption. 

The grain in the country from Gothenburgh to Stockholm, and 
I was informed throughout almoft all Sweden, is rye, oats, pea^, 
beans, and fbme barley. There is ibme wheat in Scania, and alio 
in the environs of Up&la. This place was the lefidence of Odiri, 
and ancient capital of Scandinavia ; and in its vicinity^ there are 
many traces of cultivation, and remains of former iplendour. In 
Sweden the ilate of agriculture is greatly behind that of moil 
other countries ; the ridges are neither levelled nor evened, nor 
regularly divided. The ibil is raiied very coniidcrably in the 
middle, while both iides are more and more deprived of it, fo that 
the edges are almoil bare rock. Their winding form at both 
ends prevents the pailage of the waters, to drain off which in iiich 
a climate, ihould be one of the principal objeds. The freik 
ground to be employed in agriculture is cleared of wood by fire, 
which ipreads fometimes too far, and leaves around the cultivated 
ipot a wide and inhofpitable waile,. inimical to vegetation. The 
deilrudion of the woods is undoubtedly the caufe why certain dif* 

trids 
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trids do not now produce. the fame graid, ot qoantity of grain; as 
formerly • Traces of furrows, now overgrown with heath or mofst 
arc every where found on moors and the brows of hills, in Scot- 
land, Walesi and the North of England ; and alio in Sweden^ 
Norway, and even in .Iceland* It appeared remarkable that the 
wildeft ipots through which wc paiTed in our way from Hdiing* 
burg to Gothenburg, and from thence to the capital, were not 
covered with heath, but mofs^ or a coarfe kind of grafs commonly 
called bent gra/s. The fliocks of corn and what hay there is in 
jSweden are all placed on wooden frames, raiied ieveral feet above 
the ground. The ihdaves of com fet up to dry tn the fields are 
not placed in two parallel rows, inclining towards and meeting 
each other at the top, with two cap or hooding- (heaves, but in 
a circular form, and covered vfith oiie hooding-fheaf expanded at 
the end, for warding off the rain. 

The ihepherds in Sweden, as well As in Iceland, have boms 
made of birch-wood. Two excavated pieces of birch-wood arc 
clapped clofe together, and bound tightly round with the bark of 
the &me tree ; fo that one circular pipe is formed. The found 
made with this horn is fhrill and woodland, but not unpleafant. 
The fheep and cattle will come together at certain places and 
times, obedient to this call. It is in the fame manner that the 
cattle are coUeded by the herdfmen of the Alps. What I faw 
of the fouth of Sweden aiSbrds certainly nothing very flriking to 
the eye, yet as the country is altogether agreeably varied, and in 
other rei(pe<fb offers much novelty of obfervation, it makes an in« 

terefling 
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tercfttng route for a traveller. The paradife of all 6weden is Sca- 
tiia> where many of the nobili^ and people of fortune fik their 
refidence in fummer. You meet there with fine avenues of trees 
and other impravements of art. But as it is not my intention to 
defcribe the fouthem provinces, I ihall proceed . no farther in my 
account, nor do I mean to enter into a detail of the different 
towns in this part of my journey. Lidkoping, Marieftadt, Orebrb, 
and Arboga, might pais for fourth rate towns in France or Italy. 
The laft ftage, or pofl-houfe, called Fithia, is remarkable for no- 
thing fo much as its double meaning in the Swediih language, 
when it is pronounced by Grangers. I was told by different per- 
sons that this ambiguity frequently ierved as a fubjed of great 
amufoment to Guibivus III. who would fometimes at his table, 
in a very audible voice, aik any ftranger that might happen to be 
preient, the queftion, how he liked the laft poft-houfe he had 
paffed in coming to Stockholm, viz. Fithia. The fbranger, ignorant 
of the equivocation, perhaps iaid that he liked the houfe very well ; 
or that he thought it but a contemptible little place. On which 
the king would, with little regard to delicacy, fall a laughing, 
and, looking fignificantly at the ladies, obferve, that Mr. Such* 
a-one was in the right ; that Fithia was indeed but a paltry little 
place. This anecdote is introduced here, folely for the purpofo of 
warning Grangers agsunft mentioning this poft-houfe in the com*- 
pany of Swedifh ladies. 

We arrived at Stockholm on the IQth of September, 1799, at 
nine o'clock at night. As we had not ufed the precaution of pre- 

vioufly 
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vioufly writing to order lodgings, wc were greatly embarraiTed, 
becaufe there are no Inns at Stockholm, as in other towns. There 
was indeed one fet up by a Frenchman ; but having made a for- 
tune in a few years, this man retired from buiineis^ and left his 
houfe to a Swede, who knew not how to manage it When we 
arrived at this inn, all the apartments were occupied ; and we 
.fliould have been utterly at a lois how to pais the night, if we 
had not been fo fortunate as to meet at the door Mr. Malmgrein, 
the moft amiable and obliging man in all Sweden. There is not 
.a traveller that has ever been at Stockholm, but will fee with 
pleaiure in thefe pages the name of that gentleman, and perhaps 
recolle^fc, upon this occafion, fbme adt of kindness fhewn to him- 
ielf by that truly benevolent and eftimable peribn. Mr. Malm- 
grein, who has but little to do or care for, places his happinefs in 
ads of complai&nce and goodnefs to others, and particularly in 
ihewing attention and kindneis to {bangers. He is always in 
motion, and always in an equal good humour, I believe he was 
never known to be ruffled or difcompofed by fpleen or anger. He 
is the friend of every one in Stockholm, from the greatefl lord to 
the humbleft burgefs, and equally refpcfted, beloved and careiTed 
by all. Every body is happy to gratify any wifli of Mr. Malm- 
grein's, a circumftance which he rarely turned to h\» own account, 
though he never miffed an opportunily of ufing it for the benefit 
of others. He is the inventor of a game at cards in great vogue 
at Stockholm. He has his eye on every thing that pailes ; he is 
the great mailer of ceremonies on all .occafions ; and wherever 

you 
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you meet Mr. Malmgrein^ there ybu alfo find had-mony and good 
order. To the hdies he fhews all the little attentions in his power^ 
and appears ever ready and eager to oblige them. It may fur- 
prize the fair^ that this man, who pofleiTes the advantage of a fine 
perfon, ihould be ib adive and conflant in their fervicc from 
motives of the purefl and mofl difinterefted nature : in ihort, this 
man fhinds iingle in his kind ; he has no enemies, becaufe he has 
no ambition ; he has no care^ becaufe he has no intereft to pur- 
fiiid ; he has no flatterers, becaufe he has no favourite weaknefs ; 
he never experiences any aggreflions, becaufe he pof&fles in his 
integrity a fhield for their repulfion. Such was the firft perfon 
we met with at Stockholm, when we were feeking for fbme 
place to pafs the night in, that we might not be obliged to remain 
in the carriage till morning. It will not appear furprizing, after 
the charader I have given of Mr. Malmgrein^ that in the fpace of 
half an hour he provided us with lodgings, a coach-houfc for our 
carriage, a valet de place, and fent to our apartments an excel* 
knt fupper. On the very fame evening he would needs fhew us 
the city. As we were looking about for lodgings, he pointed out 
us the flatue of Guflavus Ilf. the Princefs*s Palace, the Opera-* 
Houfe, and the North Bridge, at the fame time ^ving a particular 
account, with the greatefl: rapidity, of the itims employed in the- 
conflmdion of thofc edifices, and other particulars ; when they* 
were begun, and by whom ; how A^ were carried on, accidents 
that delayed their accomplilhment, and when thpy were finiflied^> 
At firfl I took him for a valet de place; but. when I perceived 
VoL.L F that 
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that he was faluted in a very familiar manner hy the gendemea 
(hat paiTed us in the iheet, and that all the people, wherever we 
went to enquire for lodgings* anfwered his queftions with the 
greateft refpe^l, and apparent reediaefi and defire to oblige himji 
) did not well know what to think of my friend. In the morning 
we were awakened early by a band of military mufic, that did us 
the honours of the place at the door of our bedchamber. Having 
a greater inclination to ileep than to hear their performance* we 
gave them fomc rix-doUars, and wiihed them a good^morrow t 
but we were deceived in bur calculations; as they found it worth 
their while* they came again two days after to wilh us good bye- 
But «s we did not like a continuation of this pradice, we fiiffered 
them tp depart without taking any farther notice of their civility^ 
Next day, when we went to prefent fome of our letters of intro- 
4udion* we were aftoniihed to fiiid that all the goitlemen ta 
whom they were addreiTed were already apprized of our vifit«« 
They were acqv^inted with the time of our arrival^ and \f/kht 
what happened to us iince; they knew in what, fort of carriage 
we had corne^ the route we had taken^ whqre we kxjgpd* who wa% 
our lackey* what was Qur dreis* &c. &c. Tbefe circumilances. 
did not impre& us with any great idea of the capital of Sweden ; 
and we anticipated thoie iBconvenienciea which afe ufually cx-^ 
^nbnptid in. a Ifirgo ca^itpl^ but without the plcafing ftecdom of; 
living at pef£e<{i ea^e^ aad juft as one pkaie^ amid0i th^ obCcurity 
ci aiiimmei)^ oapitaL 
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CHAPTER III. 

Topographical Defcription of Stockholm — Change produced in hs Ap- 

* pearan'ce by the Ice — Violence of the Cold that prevails in Winter 
— Sonte"^ OhjeSls mentioned vohich are peculiar to the fPlnter Seafon : 

* Water-Carts, Sledges, 6?r. — A Sugar- Hon/e on Fire, and the cu^ 
rious Effe6is of the Froft — The Seafm of Summer: Country Life 

* • of the Nobility and Gentry — Their Diver/ions and Amufements-^ 

Fqffion of the Swedes for Cards and Gaming^^Envirrms of Stock* 
holm — Drottningholm : the Royal Paldce — Annual Tournament 
at Dtottningholm — The Royal Park at Stockholm — Royal Proces* 
sion and yearly Feftival in the Parh 

TN order to form an idea of the romantic poiition of Stockholm^ 
"*"' it will be well to caft a look over the accompanying map. 
There arc few cities in Europe more advantageoufly fituated thaii 
the one of which I am fpeaking, whether it be confidered in a 
commerdai point of view, or with regard to the variety of fee- 
nery that prefents itfclf to the eye. The !atter is particuiaily en- 
hanced by the different profpe6ts of the water v^ith which thi 
city is every where indented and encompafled« From a want of 
topograpihical knowledge, Puoo Frenchmen, ih their tour to thi ' 
North, fay, *♦ that only the chy of StocKholm, propctly fo csdlcdj 



F 2 



«r 



15 



36 • TRAVELS 

^* IS built on an ifland/* But the faft is, that the greater pArt of 
what is called Stockholm is fituated^ not oh one, bat feven or 
eight iflands^ of which fbmc are furro^ndcd by the frc(h water of 
the lake Mal^>. and ibme by the fait water of the iea. The city» 
properly fo called^ ftands on an iiland in the midft of the whole : 
to the weft it is wafhed by irdh, and to the eaft by fait water, 
being placed at the jundion of the lake Malar with the Baltic Sea> 
The aggregate of the ifles of Stockholm is as follows : I. Stadcn- 
holmen^ or City Iiland : 2. Riddarholmen^ or the Knights* Iiland» 
in which is the Town Houfe, and in front of this a ftatue of 
Guftavus Vafa. ». Helgelandfholmen, or the ifle of the Holy 
Ghoft. It was here, in the time of Magnus Ladiilaus^ that an 
important ad was pafled by the diet, or parliament, in the year 
1282, for anne£ng many large domains to the crown. 4. Skip-^ 
pifholmcn, or the ifle of Ships^ calkd in the map Admiralilates- 
holmen. Here arc barracks and magazines for the flotilla* With 
this, the little ifland of Caftclholmen is connedcd by a finall bridge. 
5« Blasiiholmen, or the ifle of Blafius : this, however, caennot be 
ilridly called an iiland^ becauie on one fide the channel has been 
filled up by the formation of the king's gardens, io that it is now 
joined to the continent* It is here that the fadion of the Hats, 
which was in fa^oAir di king Albrecfat, in laso, committed the 
horrid cruelty of bimiing alive two hundred Swedes. The party 
in oppoiition to the'Hats> aa ia weU.known^ woe; the Caps; be* 
caufe they wore this article of drefst which was coniidered as the 
patriotic diflindion of the nation* . It was in Albrecht's reign that 

Sweden 
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8wcden Ml under .the fway of the rQiowned Semiramis of the 
Norths Margaret of Norway*^ 6. La4ugrldflandet, or the land 
qf Fams, i^htdh was formerly 9 hut ia no longer^ an ifland. 
y. Koniingabolmenj or King's I{k^« 8« LoQgholmen> or Long 
liland. 

There is a g^eat variety of fUtions in tUts infulated and penin« 

* In 1365^ Magnus, king of Sweden, had formed the deiign of abolifhing the . 
fenate, and humbling the pretenfions of the Swedilh nobles and prelates, who 
were it fa& fo mtny petty fovereigos. But fobold a feheme it was sot in. the 
power of Magnus to accomplilh, though fupported by an alliance with Denmark. 
The Swedi(h arms, in the caufe of liberty^ hav^ always been invincible. Magnus, 
with bis hated adherents, after a fcttes ofUooJy baltl^ was drireo outof the king* 
dpm, and his nephew, Albert of Mecklenburg, was proclaimed king of Sweden in 
his {lead. Albert, inftead of profiting by the dilafters of his predeceilbr, followed his 
example, and ihared his ftte. He began his reign with taking pafleffion of all the 
caftles and ftrong holds of tbe principal nobility, $md re-united (o the royal do- 
mains more than a third of the fiefs that had for a long time been in the hands 
of the gentlemen, or inferior nobility, and the clergy. In order facUier to profe* 
cpte ills plans, he introduced into all parts^ of the kingdom miHtary corps of 
foreigners ; and for their maintenance levied heavy contributions, and feized, 
without fcruplc or ceremony, the property of rich individuals, whether of laymen 
or of the clergy. The Swedifli nobles, fired with indignation and refenCmeat^ 
declared to the king, that they no lon|;er owned him for their fovereign, and 
offered the crown and fceptre to Margaret; queen of Norway. ' The ambitious 
Margaret did not hefiiate to embrace fo invit|n|^an opportonity for annexjftg 
Sweden to her dominions* She raifed an army, and at its head marched againft 
Albert. This prince fancying that he had nothing to fear from a woman, amufed 
himfetf with varioos raaleiies at tiie expence of tbe qocen. Among other jokes 
he fent be^r a large ftone, which h^e defii:^ her to ufe for ihp purpofe of iharp^- 
ing her fciflars and needles. Similar defiances, embittered by coarfe farcafms, 
we find common to ail rude nations. The defeat of Albert in 138a put an end 
to his jelb. He was taken captive, carried before the <)ueeii, and by her thrown 
into prifon ; from which he was not liberated until he had renounced all claims 
and pretenfions to the Crown of Sweden. 
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filiated capital; £:om which you ms^ furrey its maittfoldl and' fin^ 
^dar beavtics. Steepks, hoisifb/' rocks, trees, lakes, and tht 
^aftle, which roara its head above the whole, prdent to the eye a 
^xok intereiikig pi Aim.* But tke point of view which is mora 
ilriking than all the others> and where every firanger (hould Hop 
and locdL afound hin^ is the north bridge. Turning towards 
the city, you have in front a view of its whole extent, and of the 
forepart of the caftle, which ftands on the brow of a hill. This is 
a work of iuperb architecture, fimple indeed, but noble and ma- * 
jeftic; not incumbered with that load of ufelefi ornaments, 
which greatly disfigured the caiUe or palace of Copenhagen, as' 
may ftill be feen from the ruins that were left by the fire, which * 
has nearly deilroyed that nn^nificent ibuctute. Thence, on the* 
fight, your eye takes a wide range; and perceives, among other 
objeds, a number of hills adorned with houfes or with fir-trees, 
and rcfts with delight on a finall ifland, embelliihed with a pa- 
vilion or fummer houfe, which is reflected by the limpid furface,. 
of the water, and exhibits a moft plcafing appearance. Near to 
this building, on the right hand, {lands the beautiful houfe p/ 
Ac Count dc Bnnge, where a club is held, diftinguiflied by the' 
name of t?ie Society. A proipeft as much diverfified, and not lefs " 
extcnfive, is opened towards the eaft, comprehending at feme* 
diftance the ifle of Blafms, which conimunicates by means of a * 
wooden bridge with Shipa-iiland* To the kft you fee the tbeatrp 
;Orpky-houfe, and to the north you obferve the Nordcrmalm or- 
north-place, in the centre of which fiiwds ft guilt ftatue in bronze. 
i of 
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of Gttfiavus Adolpfaus. Oa two fides of this {cganc, the right 
4md the left, are two edifices, the ftonts of which arc. in exad:cor^ 
Teipondeace and ijmmetry with each other. One of them b the 
palace of the princeis royal, aiui the- other the opera* houfe. It 
is much to be regretted that the houses in this place are not built 
in fuch a ilyle and <»rder as to aniwer to thefe buildings. If they 
weve, altered and embelUfhed in a manner analagqus to the prin^ 
cefs's palace and the opcra^houfe^ I will yeature to fayy that there 
are few cities which would affi>rd fuch a magnificent. point cf 
view as the north bridge of Stockholm would then afford. To 
this is to be added the effect produced on ther imagination, by 
^he noife of the water rufhing in a vioteht cataract through the 
arches of the bridge, which completes the romantic afTemblage. 
After what has been faid c^ the fituation of Stockholm, it will 
be eafy to conceive what a change the appearance of the whole 
feene muft undergo by the op^itte ieafons. 
• The grand and moft difHnguifhed feature in the locality of 
that city, namely, being fituated on iflands amidfl golfs and 
lakes, is deflroyed by the ice. The fame water which divides 
the inhabitaRts of the different quarters in fimmer unites them 
in winter. It becomes a plain which is traverfed by ttCTf 
body. The iilands bk iflands no longer : horfes in Hedges, phae«^ 
tons, and in vehicles of all forts placed on fkates, fcour the gulf 
And lakes by the fide of (hips fixed in the icd and a^nifhed 
as it were to find themfelves in fuch company on the fame ele-*. 
ftient. Thafc lakes, which in fummer were brightened by the 

clear 
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clear traniparency of their waters refleAIng every objcft on their 
banks, and prefenting the animated picture <^ fkifFs, oars, and 
fixiall fails, are now turned into a place of rendezvous for men 
and children mingling in one throng. They walk. Aide, fly about 
in fledges, or glide along on fmall Abates. In the exercifc of 
flcating they dlfplay great dexterity and addreis, and amufe the 
Spectators with the eaie and quickneis of their various move- 
ments ; darting forward with the fpeed of arrows ; turning and 
returning, and balancing their bodies according to inclination 
and circumflances, in fuch a manner that it is Ibmetimes difli* 
cult to imagine what can be their principle of motion. There 
U no part of this great ma& of water that is not arrefl:ed and 
fubdued by the froft, except the current under the north bridge^ 
and on the fouth near the king's ftablcs. Here the water, which 
during the keenefl: froft daflies and foams with great noiie 
through the arches of the bridge, fends up majeftic clouds of va* 
poxu* to a confiderable height in the atmofphere ; where, in the 
extreme rigour of winter, being converted by the intenfcneis of 
the cold into folid particles, they are precipitated down through 
their weight, and prefenting their furface to the fun, afTumc the 
appearance of a fhower of filver fand, reflecting the fblar ray5, and 
adorned with ^1 manner of colours. In the interior of Stock-^ 
bolm^ throughout all its diflfercnt quarters, every thing in wintcE 
m like manner undergoes a fiidden change. The fnow that be- 
gins to fall in the latter weeks of autumn covers and hides th(? 
greets for the fpace x>{ fix months ; and reiulers them more plea-^ 

iant 
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fant and convenient t,han they are in fummer or autumn ; at 
which feaibns^ partly on account of the pavement, and partly on 
account of the dirt, they are often almofl impaifable. One layer 
of fnow on another, hardened by the froil, forms a furface more 
equal and agreeable to v^alk on, which is fbmetimes raifed more 
than a yard above the flones of the ftreet. You are no longer 
ilunned by the irkfome noife of carriage-wheels; but this is 
exchanged for the tinkling of little bells, with which they deck 
their horfes before the fledges. The only wheels now to be feen 
in Stockholm are thofc of fmall carts, employed by men fer- 
vants of families to fetch water from the pump in a cafk. This 
compound of cart and cafk always ftmck me as a very curious 
and extraordinary object ; infbmuch, that I once took the trouble 
of following it, in order to have a nearer view of the whimfical 
robe in which the frofk had inveiled it, and particularly of the 
variegated and fantaflical drapery in which the wheels were co- 
vered and adorned. This vehicle^ with all its appertenances^ 
afforded to a native of Italy a very fingular fpectacle. The horfe 
was wrapped up, as it feemed, in a mantle of white down, which 
under his breafl and belly was fringed with points and tufts of ice. 
Stalactical ornaments of the lame kind, fbme of them to the 
length of a foot, were alfb attached to his nofe and mouth. The 
fervant that attended the cart had on a frock, which was enr 
crufled with a folid mafs of ice. His eye-brows and hairjingled 
with icicles, which were formed by the aAion of the frofl on his 
breath and perfpiration. Sometimes the water in the pump was 
Vol; I. G frozen. 



42 TRAVELS 

frozen, fb that it became ncceffary to melt it by the injection of 
a red-hot bar of iron. I have attempted to make a drawing 
of this carriage ; but it is difficult for art to imitate the operations 
and eflfcAs of the froft, difplayed in the various appearances of the 
ice ; its tranfparency and the fantaftical beauty of its embroide* 
ries are not cafily copied. For the purpofe of rendering the dc- 
fign more interefting, I have chofen the pump at the bridge near 
the Mint : this gave me an opportunity of introducing into !thc 
piece that edifice, which was veiy near the houie 40fed Rofena- 
dleika, where we lodged, and formed an angle of the ftrect lead- 
ing to the fquarc of Kiddarfaolmen. In the fame pl^te I have 
added a rcprefcntation of one of thofe fmall fledges that are ufcd 
for the conveyance of goods or luggage from one place to another, 
which arc peculiar, I believe, to the city of Stockholm. Neither 
men nor women carry anything on their heads or ihoulders, 
but employ thefc fledges; which they pufli on before them. 
When they come to a declmty, they reft with their left hip and 
thigh on the fledge, and glide down to the bottom with a velo- 
city, which to a ftranger appears both aftonifliing and frightful, 
guiding ^il'thc while the motion of the fledge with their nght 
foot. The addrefs with which they perform this, it is not caly 
for any one to conceive who has not wittieflTed it. If you add to 
the objeAs which I have been defcribing, the curious appear- 
ance of the many different pellices that arc worn with the furs 
on the outfide, you will imagine what a ftriking fcenc the ftreets 
of Stockholm in winter prefent to a foreigner, efpecially to one 
that came from the fouthem part of Europe. 
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In the winter 1799, I beheld at Stockholm a fpectacle of a 
very uncommon nature, and fuch as I never, in all probability, 
ihall fee a fecond time. It was a fugar*houfe on fire in the 
fuburb, on the fouth fide of the city. The accident being an- 
nounced by the difcharge of cannon, all the fire engines were 
immediately hurried to the aid of the owners. The fevcrity of 
that winter was fo great, that there was not a fingle fpot near, 
where the water was not frozen to the depth of a yard from the 
furfacc. It was necefiary to break the ice with hatchets and 
hammers, and to draw up the water as from a well. Immedi- 
ately on filling the caiks, they were obliged to carry them off 
with all poilible fpeed, left the water fhould be congealed, as in 
fad about a third part of it was by the time it could be brought 
to the place where it was wanteds In order to prevent it as much 
as poffible from freezing, they conflantly kept flirring it about 
with a ftick ; but even this operation had only a partial efFe<5l. 
At laft, by the united power of many engines, which launched 
forth a great mafs of water, the fire was got under, after dcflroy- 
ing only the roof, the houfe itfclf being very little damaged. It 
was in the upper ftorics of the building that the ftock of fugar 
was depofited ; there were alfo many vefiTels full of treacle, which 
being broken by the falling-in of the roof, the juice ran down 
along the fides of the walls. The water thrown up to the top of 
the houfe by the engines, and flowing back on the walls, .flair- 
cafes, and through the windows, was flopped in its downward courfc 
by the mighty power of the frofl. After the fire was extinguilhcd, 
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the engines continued fcnr ibnre time to plaj^ and the water they 
difcharged was frozen almoft the inAant it came in contact with 
the walls already covered with ice. Thus a houfe was formed of 
the moft extraordinary appearance that it is poifiUe to conceive. 
It was fo curious an object that every body came to gaze at it as a 
.fbmething wonderful. The whole building, from top to bottom^ 
was incrufbited with a thick coat of ice : the doors and windows 
were cloied up, and in order to gain admiiiion it was neceffiuy 
with hammers and hatchets to open a paflage ; they were obliged 
to cut through the ice another ftair-cafe, for the purpoie of afcend- 
ing to the upper dories. All the rooms, and what remained of 
the roof, were embelliihed by long ftalactites of multifariotis 
ihapes, and of a ydlowiih colour, compofed of the treacle and con^- 
gealed water. This building, contemplated in the light of the 
fun, fbemed to bear ibme analogy to thofe diamond caftles that 
are raiied by the imaginations of poets. It remained upwards of 
^wo months in the fame flate, and was vifited by all the curious. 
The children in particular had excellent amuiement with it, and 
contributed not a little to the deftruction of the enchanted pa* 
lace, by fearching for the particles of fugar, whidi were found in 
many places incorporated with the ice. 

The change of the feafons produces at Stockholm, as evciy 
where elfe, a difference in the amufements and occupations of 
the people. But it h not in many places that this difference is 
fo fenfibly felt as at Stockholm. During the long days of fum- 
mer^ when the twilight for more than a whole month fuperfedes 
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tlie uie of candles^ all the iakabitants of tolerable foftimcs quit 
the town and reticc to the countiyi There they coxitthue the 
three or four following months, in fpite of eveiy inconvenience 
which the weather may occafion. Their countiy houTes are fitted 
up in a ityle of great magnificence and hajoxrjp afid maay famU 
liM live at more expence in theie manfions than in their town 
refidences. Thofe villas are for the moft part plcafkntly fituated; 
aadembeUiflied by worics of art, whidi fecond and improve the 
tiibrts of nature. You there find hot-hooiesy in which they raiie 
peaches, pine-apples» grapes, and other fruit. All kinds of wines^^ 
liquors, and other delicacies, are lavifhed 9t the table of a SwedUh 
gentleman, or rich mamifacburer^ or merchant, in the country;. 
The ceremonies and iliffiie& that prevail at town entertainmei^ 
are as much as poflible laid afide. The houles of the merchants 
are the moil: agreeable as well as tihe bcft mamtained, becauie 
they live in the moft unrestrained manner, that is to fay, with the 
leaft etiquette, and are the richeft dais of fixiety. The nobility 
never can diveft thcmfelves entirely of that fbnnality which feems^ 
to be a part of their inheritance, and con&quently they do not 
enjoy the pleafures of the country^ in perfection. The two French 
travellers previously mentioned, who certainly entertained na 
{nrejudices againfi: the nobility, made the fame remark in theif 
journey through Scania ; and it may be juilly extended to the 
whole of that order in ev^ part of Sweden.. ** Many gentle* 
^* men," they fay, '' pafs the fummer in the country,, and ibme 
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^' of them the whole year. But a rcfidence in this province, from 
^' a ridiculoiis vanity, is by no means fo agreeable as it might be. 
'' The viiits of gentlemen to one another are always vifits of cere- 
mony. They are attended with their hories, dogs, and a train 
of femate, and remain at each others houies for ieveral days to- 
^* gether. Their round of viiits being made, they live at home 
^ for the remainder of the year. They are fo conceited of theit 
rank, that they will not admit women of inferior birth into theic 
company, even though they be married to perfons of the higheft 
quality.*' 

The Swedes know nothing of horfe-racing, nor are they at all 
acquainted with . what the Englifii call hunting. When they 
ipeak of the ch^ce» thgr mean by it the iport of ihooting gamCr 
In this they fancy themfelves great adepts, though they have not 
attained .to any>degree of ikill in the art, and are by no means to 
be compared to the iportiinen of Italy or Elngland. Hawking, 
and the various. modesof catching birds, which conititute fo great 
a fburcc of amufement in I^mbardy^ are wholly unknown to 
them ; nor do they take any great pleafure in riding on horfe- 
back, or in other idiveriions and fports of the field, that yield a 
mixture of pupe air and bodily exerciie. The^reat enemy to the 
ipirit of fbciety in Sweden, both in town and country, and that 
which renders their parties the moil heavy and iniipid in Europe, 
is cards and other games of hazard. Ladies and gentlemen, old 
and young, neither think nor dream of any thing but cards. There 

is 



THROUGH SWEDEN, 4> 

is no enjoyment without play. No peribn is looked upon as fo-- 
ciable and pieafant, unleis he knows how to play at ho/ion:^ this 
is reckoned the height of focial accompHfliment. All you can 
do in fummer in the open air for your anlufement^ is to make 
excuriions in the environs of Stockholm, or to faunter in the 
garden of Vauxhall, which is an humble imitation of that near 
London. As for walking about in the town, that is but of the 
queftion, on account of the pavement of the ilreets, which, I be« 
lieve, is by far the worft that can be met with in Europe. There 
are fbmetimes carriage-races, and alio boat-races, or what they* 
call regatta^ which ferve as a temporary diverfion. The prin- 
cipal walks or excuriions are, to the royal parks at Ulrikfdal, 
Haga, Drottningholm, and Carleberg. The king has Tome palaces 
in the vicinity of Stockholixl, beiides theie of Griplholm, and« 
Stroniiholm ; but the moil beautiful, as well as the moil fre- 
quently inhabited, is that of Drottningholm. 

Drottningholm, or Queen's liland, is iituated at the diilance of 
iix miles from Stockholm, on an ifland in the lake of Malar, 
The palace or caiUe ilands on the edge of the lake, which here 
preients a magnificent view. The iituation of the palace is beau- 
tiful, and the gardens belonging to it being of confiderable extent 
add much to its allurements. This buildipg appears to great ad- 
vaiitage. The front and back parts are perfedly uniform, each 
containing thirty-one windows, beiides tfaoie in the two pavilions 
or wings. Near the place is a number of houies, in: which one 

^ Bofton is the name of a game at cards not unlike that of cafino. 

hundred 
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huncbed and feventy gentlemen may be conTetuently bdgtd^ 
The princes and princeiTes have each ieparate pavilions. The fide 
of the palace fronting the lake has a flight of fieps> vnih a balu- 
ftrade, which is oraamented with iron flower-pots. On a kind 
of platform^ between the fteps and the caflle, flund two fmall 
ilatues in bronze ; and another of the.&me compoiition is placed 
between the ifteps aiid the lakc^ zeprefenting Neptune. On the 
ilair-cafe are two lions of marbk holding fcutcheons> and feverai 
«ther marble ilatues; On the oppofitc fide of the palace, parallel 
to the whole length of the building, is a terrace adorned with a 
balufbade, and two brazen ftatues. In the midft of a grais-plot, 
or bowling-green, on which a few yew-trees are planted, is a large 
Jbefin of water, with a Hercules deiboying the hydra : there are, 
befides this, feverai pieces of water of fmall fize, and a number of 
figures in bronze are arranged around thofe bafins. At each end 
of the terrace is an iron gate, over one of which are two lions in 
bronze, and over the other two horfes. Defcending fix>m the ter« 
race, you fee four large vaies and four ffaitues of the fame metal. 
All the works in bronze which you obferve here, were taken at 
Prague in the thirty years war. On one of the vafcs you perceive 
the cypher of the Emperor Ferdinand II. They are, for the mcdk 
part, in the flyle of the Florentine fchdol, in which the German 
artifls ufed at that time chiefly to fludy. The walks in the garden 
are well laid out, but in a fafhion that approaches too much the 
fliflhefs of fhidicd regularity. One quarter of it, called Cantm^ is an 
imitation of the Chincfe manncf. Here is eredcd a large pavilion 

amidfl 



THROUGH SWEDEN. 49 

toildft a dozen of findler ones, each deftined for difierent pur* 
'poie$ : the whole refembles the reiidenceof a mandarin. Of the 
(inallcr pavilions there is (mo that contains a complete forge and 
work-fhop, with the necefTary apparatus for making locks^ an art 
in whidi Gufhivus III. is faid to have excelled^ and which he fre- 
qilOdtly pradifed. It is euftomary» among Mahomedan princes, 
or perhaps a duty enjoined by their laws^ to learn in their youth 
fome trade, by means of which they may gain a fubiiftence, in cafe 
of their being reduced to that neceffity by ibme of thole fudden re- 
volutions, which are incident toall dc^tic governments. I do not 
iuppofe that Gufiavus III. was aduated fay any fiich motive ; but as 
this prince, from fbme reafbn or other« chofe to be a mechanic> 
there was a fingukr prc^riety in a king of Sweden becoming an 
artificer in brafs and iron. The other pavili<ms ferve for bed<^ 
rooms, for fupper-rooms, dancing and card-rooms. The furni- 
ture, which is very ^endid, was brought from China ; but, after 
ally the objed with which a fpectator is moft forcibly impreiied 
in the pleafiire-grounds of Drottningholmj is the contrafl between 
trees and flowers and barren rocks* In the palace itfelf is to be 
ieen an elegant library, fitted up with great tafte. Befides a well 
chofen colledkm of books, it contains a number of Etrurian vafes, 
ibme of them highly valuable. Among an immenfe number of 
manufcripts, there is one by the celebrated Queen Chriftiana, en- 
titled Mi^ilageaus Thmigkts; alfo a cq>y in the hand-writing of 
Charles XII. when a child ; on one of the leaves of which is in- 
VoL.L H icribed 
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fcribed vlncere out mors.^ Many paiTages ait here tranfcribed 
fromL Cornelius Nepos and Quintus Curtius. Befides books, the 
library comprehends a cabinet of natural hiftory and another of 
antient and modern medab/and likewiic a coHe6lion of original 
Flemifh, Dutch, and Italian paintings. The whole forms a 
monument of that love of fcience^ and taile for the fine arts; 
which fb eminently' diftinguiihed the queen of Sweden, mother 
to Guilavus HI. and fifter to Frederic the Great of Pruffia. The 
medals are depc^ted in eight chefts, with one hundred and twenty 
drawers. The princefs juil mentioned inftituted alfo an academy 
0f belles-lettres^ who, during her life time, held their meetings 
at Drottningholm. The palace of Drottningholm further ofiers 
to your view a gallety of paintings, the principal fubjeds of 
which are, the battles and vidories of the kings and princes of 
Sweden. 

Every year an exhibition takes place at Drottningholm, at the 
king's expence, repreienting a tournament, in which all the laws 
of chivalry are obferved with the greateft exadne&. This Ihew, 
which is generally attended by an immenfe crowd of fpedators, 
carries the imagination back for four or five centuries. It was 
particularly brought into vogue by GuftavusIIL who was a great 
• lover of whatever tended to imprefs the mind with ideas of gran* 
deur. His prefent Majeily, who fhews a dilpoiition to tread in 
the footfteps of hisfather asnuich aspoffiUe, after his acceffion to 

* Vi&ory or <}eatb. 

the 



THROUGH SWEDEN. 5, 

the throne revived this yearly feflivalj which during the regency 
had been for fome time dlfcontinued. When I was in Sweden, 
the day fixed for the celebration was the 30th of Augufk. A few 
days before a grand ball was given^ during which the crown herald 
entered the room, and proclaimed the royal challenge in the fol* 
lowing words : " Guftavus the fourth, Adolphus, by the grace of 
^' Go4> the mofl: puiilknt king of the Swedes, Goths» and Vandals, 
f^ to all our faithful and beloved counts, barons, knights, and gen- 
^' tlemen of our kingdom, poiTe&d of gallantry and virtue, health. 
" We make them a tender of our royal good will, and we. pray God 
*^ to have them in his holy keeping,, all and every 6ne of them> 
" according to his birth, rank, and dimity. Having obferved with 
'< pleafure that the nobility of our kingdom in general, and more 
/' efpecially thofe who arc nearefl ourperibn, the officers of our 
^' crown, and other gentlemen belonging to our court, are flill 
^' animated with the noble defire of glory, with the valour and 
** ardour for brave a&ions, by which the knights of Sweden were 
** ib greatly diflinguiihed of old; and that our faid nobility hath 
*' on all occafions given {biking proofs of courage ; and being 
^' willing, after the example of our anceflors, to do all within our 
<< power to cherifh and fupport that precious love of honour, 
*' which forms heroes* in the very midil of peace ; and further, 
" to prcfcrve a tafte for warlike exercifcs, by afibrding opportur 
'' nities to thpie poiTefled of militaxy fpirit to iignalize themfelves : 
'^ for thofe reafbns we have refblved, according to antient cuftom, 
'' to hold a public tournament at our calUe of Dxottningholm, 
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** wh^re^ in conjundtbn with a number of knights, coupts» 
^' barons, and other gentlemen of name and arms, tM will main^ 
*' tain and defend againft all who ihall lawfully be admitted to 
'^ thefe exerciies, and ihall prefent themfelres at the barriers of the 
*^ circus, and in the prefenee of judges elected for the occasion, as 
«' well againfl all colleiftiVely as againd each individuals^ that the 
*^ laws of honour, enlivened hy thofe fflm)ey acquite d^nhiefmrce in 
** the hearts of valorous knights ; which opinion we and our knights, 
^' armed at all points^ will defend on bMfefaack againft idl the 
'^ knights who ihall of^x^ it, by joofts and alternate combats, 
'^ with hdberd, javelin, fword, and piftols \ in which combat the 
'' laws (hall be obferved which we now preieribe/* (Here the laws 
were rtetted.) Thefe hw^ or conditions Were accepted by the 
knights, who promiitbd topreient thettifelviss on this honourable ap* 
peal, and to maintain. That the laws rf honour hant fvfficknt pwoer 
ofthemfehes hi the hearts of vahrtms knights, and that ^fo far from 
receiving any additional force from love, it is, on the contrary, by nnit- 
ing with chivalry, that hve obtains its fplendonr and duration ; and 
thereupon they craved liberty to appoint, as judges on their part, 
one who was named in their dedaration or deed of acceptance. As 
to the particulars of this fete, which lafted feveral days, it will be 
iiifficicnt to iay, that every thing was attended to which we read 
of in the accounts of ancient tournaments, and that the prices were 
diflributed on the lafl day, under the direftion of the queen, ac« 
cording to the fentence of the appointed judges. By one of the 
law3 it was granted that the knights might wear upon their armour 

the 
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the ribban<ls or ftvours of their ladies. It was in the power of the 
ladiea to prop<^e prizes for which the knights were to contend^ by 
running 4t the ring. This, 1 bejiere, is the only inftancc in our 
days 0/ an attempt being made to reftorc a fpecies^of diverfion, 
which for feyeral ages had fallen into difufe> thoogh in former 
times it was extremely popular. It was iiiited to the oMnners of 
that period in which it flouriihed, and produdive not only of plea* 
fnx^ but real utility* This can at preient ftarcely be ftij^ied to 
be the cafe, as the mode of warfate and the ipirit of heiioi£bn now 
exiiling, feem to require exerciie and accom^ifiimeftti of a very 
different kind. It is not eafy to tffterlMn proqifdy the tf)ocii 
when tournaments were firft tnitituted^ nor can wc with Certainty 
determine ob the patron to whom the honour of the in^rention ii 
doe. It is claimed l^ the EngUibi the Fiiench^ and Germans : 
yet we may fo far fix the tiitae, as to afiumB that toomamcnts be* 
gan to be known about the ninth century, and that they are of 
eaftern origin. In the early period of the inftttution, it vras not 
ufual for females to attend at the touittamcnts, but fubfequently 
they oret came their reluAance to icenes of Uoodflied, and never 
failed to form a coniiderable part of the circle of ipedators. No 
doubt their prefence added greatly to the brillianqr of the aflem* 
blage, and contributed much to the repute and continuation of 
this bari^arous inftitution. 

It may be obferved^ that the name tournament was originally 
bestowed upon all kinds of military combats and excrdfest achieved, 
according to certain regulations, by a number of knights and their 
iquires, both for amufement and to (hew their valour and adivity. 

On 
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On the other hdXiA^jwfi figuified fiogle combat, when knight was 
oppoied to knight, and fquire to fquire> with javelin or dagger. 
After the proclamation of a tournament, and whilft the place of 
adion was preparing, the knights difplayed their titles and righti 
for entering the lifb, by an exhibition of the armorial bearings of 
their families, which were expoied to public view in the cloifters 
of ibme adjoining monaileiy. 

The royal park which is very large, and planted with trees of va- 
rious kinds, is iituated at the eaft fide of Stockholm, towards the 
iea. On the firft day of May the king and all the court, in their 
carriages, accompanied by a guard, go in proceffion round the park 
two or three times. Sometimes the king and prince will alight 
firom th^ir carriages, and converie vrith the foreign minifters or 
other favourites, who happen to be prefent at this ceremony. On 
afmall eminence of the park which projeAs into the fea, the Spa- 
niih ambaflador has not long ago built a fiimmer houfe. All the 
ihi{>$ pafiing and repaffing from the harbour of Stockholm come ib 
near to this promontory, if I may call it by this name, as almoft 
to touch it : and a peribn may {peak with the crew or paiTengers 
from the windows of that lodge, without raiiing his voice above the 
uiual pitch. When in the lodge, you fancy yourfelf on board of a 
ihip, not on terra jirma. In this there is a Angularity and novelty, 
which gives an incitement to the mind, and gratifies the imagina- 
tion, in rough weather, by a momentary apprehenfion of danger, 
foon changed into joy by the recolledion that there exifts not the 
leaft ground for alarm. Some of the Roman emperors, if I recoiled 

juftly. 
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jufHy, were fond of ftretchtng out piers and building houfes on a 
foundation railed in the fca : whims of this kind are to be met with 
in every age and in every country. The king, of whofe domainjJ 
the park forms a part, has allotted portions of it to ftveral noble- 
men, with a view of engaging them to build houfes there. The: 
Spanifh ambaflador, for the improvement of his fanciful manfion, 
has, at a very confiderable expence, carried the fiwhdation of it 
farther into the iea ; and thus created the moll: delightful fum- 
mer reiidehce that can be imagined. 

Oh the twenty-fourth of June, or Midfummer^day, it is the 
cuflrom to place ihrubs and flowers at the doors of great houfes, 
as they do in France oh the firfl of May, and according to wha» 
I have heard aUb in Engl&nd. On that day the king and royal 
family come to the park, where they take up their abode in tents 
for the remainder of the month, that is, for the fpace of nearly a 
week. A camp is formed of the garrifon of Stockholm, compofcd 
of two regiments of foot-guards, fome companies of horfe-guards, 
and a corps of artillery. Along the lines of the camp they raife 
poles or poib, adorned with branches of cyphers, and ibmetimes 
fcutcheons with mottos or devices. At the foot of the pofb are 
placed barrels of beer on wooden frames : about fix or feven 
oVlock in the afternoon, on a particular fignal, the barrels are 
opened ; when each foldier is prefented with a pipe, a loaf of 
bread, two herrings, and fbme money. All this is done at the ex- 
pence of the officers. In the mean time the military mufic plays, 
and the ibldiers begin to drink and to dance. Upon each of the 

barrels 
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battels iits a foldier, in the form of a Bacchus, or ibme other 
figure, more or lefs ridiculous. Thofe that are dreifed up in this, 
manner firft take the liquor and propofe the toafts, which are gc* 
nerally numerous, and conftantly accompanied with the cry of 
vhat, anfwering to the Englifli huzza. When any of the royal 
fkmily, or a general officer, chance to pafs by, their healths are 
drank, and always with the iame accompaniment of vhai. A 
kind of mafquerade enfues for a ihort time, during whidi the 
ibldiers amufe the people, that flock round them in tibe lines of 
the campi with ibngs, and indulge themfelves in various fiteak^ 
9nd aAs of merriment. On the beating of the retreat, eveiy 
thing is 9gain fubmitted to the reign of order. Such feftivals^ 
without diminifliing reipefl, certainly tend to excite in the fol^ 
diery and people an inteieft aiid attachment to the royal fiumTy^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Months of May and June, September and O£iober, particularfy 
difagreedble, on Account of the Weather — Precautions again/i the 
Severities of Winter, Staves, and Warm Clothing — Amufements of 
the Capital in Winter — Plays, Operas, Concerts, Balls and Af 

femhlies — An Account of the Savedi/h Ladies, their BeasOy, Ac- 
compU/kments and Manners-^Women of another Defcription — Cha- 
taaer of a Swedifli Petit Maitre— Spirit of Society \ Mujc; Din^ 
ner-parties — Formality and Reflraint of Swedi/h Manners — £/i- 
qtutte of the Court — Cojiume rf Drefs — Private Suppers given by 
the King and Royal Family — Interamrje between the Court and 
the People, and their mutual Relations (f Condefcenfion and Re^ 

JpeS — Great Affemblies at the Exchange, which are honoured by 
the Prefence of the Royal Family — Places of public Refort, and 
their Expences — A Club called the Society. 

TT THEN the cold of winter drives the people of fortune into 
the capital^ then begin at Srtockholm plays, operas, balls, 
and great dinners, which during the fummer months had been 
fufpended. Some months of the year are in Sweden extremely 
disagreeable: September and OAober, when the rains iet in; 
and May and June, when the thaw commences. At thefe two 
Vol. L I feafons 
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feafbns travelling becomes almoil: impoifible> and the capital as 
well as other towns^ are fo clogged and blocked up with mud and 
dirt^ that you can fcarcely move from one place to another. It 
is for this reafbn that the Swedes fo generally wear outer ihoes, 
called galoches, which are very ufeful and neceflary for the pre- 
fervation of healthy by keeping the feet from wet« At this &afon 
a carriage of one*s own becomes indiipcn&bly neceflary ; for the 
hackney coaches of Stockholm are fo filthy as not to be endured 
by any lady, or almoft any gentleman. 

It is not unnatural to fuppofe, that in the midi); of a Swedifh 
winter an Italian would run a riik of periihing through cold ; 
but this is by no means the caie. I was at Stockholm all the 
winter of ) 7QQ, when the cold was at or below twenty*£ye de* 
grees of the thermdmetec of Celfius ; and I can declare with 
perfed truth, that I iufFered much leis from the feyerity of the 
weather than I have ibmctimes done in Italy. If the cold in 
thofe climates be great, the means of warding ofF its efic^b are 
proportionably great. The ftoves in Sweden are the moft ingeni- 
oufly contrived for heating a chamber, and keeping it warm with 
a very fmall quantity of fuel, of any in Europe. They are rather 
dangerous, it is true, if entrufted to ftrangers, who do not know 
how to manage them, and who, by (hutting up the vent at an 
impr<^r time, may occafion too great an expenditure of vital air. 
But the Swedes know fo exactly the moment when it is fit to 
clofe the air-hole, that there is fcarcely an inftance of any acci* 
dent happening firom the ufe of ftoves in Sweden. They are in 

general 
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general ib conftructed, as to cQrreffxmcl in their appearance with 
the furniture and ftyle of the apartment in which they are placed. 
A great number of pipes proceed from the ftove, which do not 
merely fcrve to conduct the fmoke» but their chief uie is to cir- 
culate the heated air that is combined with the fmoke through** 
out the apartment. It is true that^ in <Hrder to reiift the power of 
winter at Stockholm, you muft> when you go out, carry about 
with you a whole wardrobe of cloatha ; this tnconrenienc^ how-* 
ever, is little thought of» when cuftom has rendered it ftmiliar. 
I have often been greatly diverted at feeing a Swede, before ha 
came into a room, diveiling himfelf of his pellice, great coat» 
and upper ihoes, and leaving them in the anti-chamber. The 
teftments or exuvia of ten perfbns are fufficient to load a large 
table. I knew a gentleman, who diiliked pellices, and fubftituted 
common great coats, of which he wore two at a time. Theli^ 
with two*^ pair of ^oves> his galoches, and hb ftick, make alto* 
gether ten difKsrent articles for the anti- chamber, viz. two great 
coats, two galoches, four ^oves, one ilick, and one hat. A good 
memory is requiiite not to forget any of thofe articles on taking 
your leave. When a gentleman has occaiion in winter to go any 
where on foot, or to walk ever fb ihort a diftance from his car- 
riage, he wears great jack- boots, lined with fiir or flannel, and un« 
der them lh6es and white ftockings ; the boots he pulls off in the 
anti-chamber. With fuch boots and a good pellice, a man may 
iet the utmoft ieverity of cold at defiance* 
Of the winter amufements of Stockholm, J ^ not feel any 
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great inclination to be particular ; nor do I apprehend that in- 
formation of this kind is very generally interefting. Theatrical 
entertainments, which among nations that have arrived at a high 
degree of civilization and refinement, are coniidered as a great 
fburce of pleafure, are not fo much fought after by the inhabi- 
tants of Sweden. Guflavus III. was the firfl king who wifhed to 
excite a tafle for the theatre ; in his reign, therefore, the flage 
met with great encouragement, and rofe high in reputation. 
The opera at Stockholm was thought little inferior to that at 
Paris. Befides fome vexy good fingers, feveral excellent ballet-* 
dancers were engaged ; but fince that king's death it has greatly 
fallen off, and is now vexy little attended to. The Swedes have 
never at any period difcovered an original genius for mufic. All 
the operas hitherto performed in Sweden are either tranflations 
from French or Italian pieces, or the works of fbme foreign maf- 
ter. As to mufical compofitions, not a fingle piece has been pro- 
duced fince the departure of Vogler, that comes up even to me- 
diocrity. If indeed the mere application of mechanical rules, 
without any knowledge of declamation or fenfibility of foul, were 
fufficient to conflitute a compoier in mufic, we might confer 
that appellation on Mr. Hofner, and with the fame juflice we 
might call Mr. Kaifbier a finger, if voice alone gave a cl^m to that 
appellation. Or, if it were poflible for any one td excel in vocal 
performance without voice, modulation, or method, we might 
rank Madame Mello, Mademoifelles Stading and Myaberg, Mr. 
Stenborg and others, in the number of virtuofi. The dramatic repre- 
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fciitation that is moft relifhed^ and which to thofe who know the 
Swcdifh language is certainly the moft intercfting, is the little 
pieces aded by young perfbns who are training up for the opera. 
Among theie there are now and then fbme who give true Indica- 
tions of genius in their attempts. Thoie little operas^ as well as 
plays, are exhibited in the old theatre. Befides the royal theatres 
there is that of Mr. Stcnborg, where the comic operas are given. 
It is but little frequented by people of rank, and is in cxcry refpect 
much inferior to the other houfes. 

• I was told an anecdote of a celebrated aAreis at one of the royal 
theatres in the reign of Guftavus IIL which fcrves in fome mea- 
fure to pourtray that monarch, and at the fame time to paiot th^ 
airs in which the vain and conceited race of players were led to 
indulge themfclves by the condefceniion of the king. The firft 
adrefs in the national theatre was a Daniih woman of the name 
of Walters, who was the daughter of a common fsulor, but had 
received a good education at Copenhagen for the ftage. Being 
handfbme, as well as diftinguiflied in her profef&on, ihe had many 
admirers, whom it was her delight to torment by every fpecies of 
caprice. Her infolence became fo great through habitual indul- 
gence, that ihe did not hefitate to difplay it eventovrards the king 
himielf. Coniidering her ialary as inadequate to her merit, (he 
petitioned for an augmentation of her allowance, and one day per* 
ibnally applied to the king in a tone veiy pofitive and peremptory. 
His majefty defired her to be content with the prefent payments, 
and told her, in a very decided manner, that ihe muft not e3q;>ect 

her 
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her iaiary to be ever encreafed. " Very well/* faid the lady, 
'^ thien I demand my difmiflion/* ^* You (hall neither be dif- 
f mifled, nor better paid." '^ O ! then I (hall make my eicape — 
** fly from the country, and never flicw my face in it again/* 
" You may try, but you will probably not find it very eaiy to get 
out of the kingdom, if I forbid it/* A (hort time after, notwith* 
ftanding the vigilance with which ihe was watched by order of 
the court, ihe fiicceeded in her plan, and at the laft poft-houie 
wrote in the day-book the following lines to the king : '' Sire, it 
'^ is much eaiier to efcape from your kingdom than you fiippoie/' 
She deiired that this day-book might be (hewn to his majcffy ; 
and as a curioiity it was (ent to him. She then went to Copen- 
hagen, where being known and received with great applaufe, (he 
attached herfelf to that ftage. The king of Sweden, ibme time 
after, made new propo(als to her, which (he at firfl: treated with^ 
great difdain, but at length having obtained the fum (he dc* 
manded, (he returned in triumph to Stockholm. 

The concerts and balb which are given in the winter (eaibn are 
thofe at the Exchange, Vauxhall, and (bme particular (bcieties 
and private houfes. As to the concerts at the Hall of the Knights,, 
they are fcarce. worth mentioning, becauie they are in general made 
up of the fame fingers and the fame band as the former. The 
foreign virtuofi, who paffing through this city go to hear them,, 
are always di&ppointed, and almoft in every reipect diilatisfied* 
One of the principal public amu(ements in winter are the balls at 
the Exchange. To the lovers of dancing theie are a very great 

refburcc 
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reiburce. In the centre of the building is a large ball-room^ and 
on either fide apartments for card-players. Thefe balls are fre- 
quented only by people of faihion ; but thofe at Vauxhall are open 
to every body, and in general abound with bad company. The 
afleroblies at the Exchange afford a very pleafing fight. There, in 
one evening you may fee all the beauties of the capital collected 
.together. 

The ladies of Sweden are, generally fpeaking, very handibme. 
Their countenances bear the characteriftic of northern phyfiog* 
npmy, which is an expreifion of the moft perfect tranqwllity and 
oompofure of mind, indicating nothing of that paflion and fire 
which,' to every difceming obierver, is vifible in the features of 
the French and Italian ladies. * As there b but little gallantry or 
attention ihewn them by the men, and as they pais a great part of 
their time either alone or amongft themielves, their oonverfation, 
though they are well educated, poflefiTe^ but a fmall ihare either of 
variety or intereft ; and of that happy art of fiipporting conver- 
iation with vivacity, which fo eminently diflinguiihes our Italian 
ladies, they are wholly deftitute. The principal object that em* 
ploys their time and attention is drels ; and this anxiety is rather 
the effect of an ambition to outihine their rivals in elegance and 
fplendour^ than the refiilt of an eagerne/s to.pleaie the men and 
make conquefis. They are, however, not free from the imputa* 
tion of coquetry, becaufe they are certainly fond of admiration and 
praife : they vrauld like to lee every man at their feet, and would 
wifh to be called the belles of die North : but their predominant 
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pafEon is a deiire of public notice and diflinction. There is not 
an indtvidual for whom they feel> in their heart, fuch ftrong and 
violent fentiments of friendihipt tendemefs, and loVe, as are 
found in thofe who live in warmer climates* 

The fame conftitution which produces difbmce and referve in 
one clais of women, is the cauie of exceffive licentioufiiefs in the 
inferior orders. The prodi^ity of their kindnefs is in propordoiv 
to the coidnefi of their temperament. They &em to think they 
can neyer give enough, becaufe they feel little even in beftowing 
the greateft favours. There are not in Stockholm, as in other 
places, any women c^ the town : inftead of thefe — ^individuals 
have miftreffes, who maintain a rank in ibciety much above their 
condition in life. They are pretty much in the ftyle of fome 
diflinguiihed individuals of that deicription in England. They 
require to be courted in a formal manner; nol: are their good 
graces, fiich as they are, to be obtained by any one without ibme 
previous introduAion; a cuilom which I am far from diicom- 
mendings but which, on the contrary, I think is entitled to fome 
credit, even though they are not contented with one lover at a 
time. Perhaps they might be fo iatisfied, and even inclined to 
exchange their condition with the more uniform ftate of concu* 
bines, if they could meet with admirers Efficiently affluent and 
generous to enable them to confine their acquaintance to one per- 
son. But the honorary premium ufually given them is very imall; 
and they muft have at leaft {even or eight lovers^ to fiipport the 
ftyle of drefs they afpirc to, which i& the only otyed of their care 
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day and night. They exad from their friends and favourites a de* 
gree of attention and refpeA even in public, that appears extraor- 
dinary to a foreigner. They would immediately diimifs a lover 
that would hefitate to bow to them in public places, or even to 
kiis their hands, as is the cuftom in Sweden for gentlemen to 
perform, in token of reipect to ladies of rank and charaifler. I 
have often ieen officers of di{lin<ftion fubmitting to thefe ads of 
humiliation toward women of the loo&ft condu6l, and &arcely 
worthy to belodg to the Balladierc cafte :* for the iame ladies, 
who are thus courted by their feverai lovers, and require fb 
much ceremony and attention in day-light, will ibmetimes pa*^ 
radc the flreets when it is dark, and ezpoie themfelves to any ad* 
venture that may enable them to gain money. . From the facility 
of keeping miftrefles by a ipectes of partnerfhip, it happens that 
the men in Sweden, eipecially in the capital, feel no jealoufy; 
they *' enjoy Jove,** as Helvetius ezprefles it, ** but do not figh." 
The Swedes, like the En^ifh, are taken up with their bufinefs 
in the day time, and fpend their evenings at cards, or fometimes, 
though very rarely, in the company of the ladies. A Swedifh 
ptit maitre is an animal that holds a middle ftation between 
beings of that kind in Germany and tho& in France. He is a 
£bol, as in ail countries. He fpends the whole day in changing hi^ 
clothes, wears large whiil&ers i^aching down the length of his 

* BatladUres are dancing girls in India, wbofe favours are to be purchafed 
with money, but who are not on that account held as objeAs of fcom or re- 
proach, becaufe it belongs to their caile to be thus unfortunately circumfbnced. 
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chin^ and paints hia hcc. If, added to diefe decomtions, he can 
but fcrape a little on the fiddle, he b the darling of all die ladies 
ivho play> in their feeble way> on the haipfidxocd. A tafte ton 
mufic in Swedifli focieties^ is by no means the predominant paf* 
fion. It is as yet fo little formed^ and the judgment of the an-* 
dience ib inravering and uncertain^ d»t^ after hearing any thing 
played, they will coniider with themietves, what opinion it may 
be paN)pef to give ; and watch the ooontenance of any foreigner 
lihat may hMpjpctk to be pre&nt ui order to regulate their fenti* 
ments, and decide concerning their own impreffions* Tafte is the 
refult of a well conftruAed and well informed mind, and of a fen« 
fibiltty of difpofition. Until the SwecUih ladies ihall change their 
Siinds. and hearts, they will always fing and play more for tlie 
porpoie of iurprizing by the cafe o£ their execution, than for that 
of ginng delist by theb expreffion. It is impoffible that they 
(hould tottimumcate to others what they do not feel themfelves. 
However, for their con&dation it may be £ud, that in F^nce, 
Germany! Epgland, and in all countries, there are muficisms o^ 
the fame inefficient claik 

The want of mufic in. the polite circles, or any thing approach-* 
kig ta that icience, is not^ I am ibtry to iky, compenlated by the 
attra^ona and charms of conirer&tion. ¥ou feet the want of 
many things in Sweden, which in fome other countries confti* 
tute a fund of ibcial pleafiire and entertainment. There is, for 
inftance, nothing to be met with that refembles. thoie friendly 
dinners, whore a ftoaU mnnber of ^ed friends meet, not for the 
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purpofe of indulging in epicurean extravagance^ but from the fole 
motirc of enjoying one another^s company* The Swediih dinner 
parties are expenilve arrangements of (hew and formality* It will 
often happen that out of forty m fi% people^ who appear tn con* 
&quence of jui invitation icnt with all poffiblc cemmony, uid 
perhaps a week or a forbiight before* the af^iointed day, fcweely 
three m four know one another Efficiently to make the meeting 
agreeable. A ibicigaer may (till &re worfe^ and bare the misfbr* 
tune of being ieated near a person tntaUy unacquaunted with any 
language but his own. ' Before the company fit <k>wn to dinner, 
they firft pay their refpe^ to a fide table, laden with bread, but- 
ter, chcefe, pickied Salmon, ^iXidJiqueur, or brandy; and by the 
taftiag <^ tfaefe psevions to tjieir repaft, endeavour to ^rt an edge 
to tfadr appetite, and to flimuiate the ftomacfet to perform its of- 
£ce. After this prelude^ the gudls arrange theniielTes about the 
dinner tabk, where e^vcfy one finds at his place three kinds of 
bread, flat and coarie rye buead, wbifee facead, asid brown bread. 
The fiift ibrt of bread is what the pcaiaots eat ; it is crtip and dry: 
tikt fecond fi>rt is common bread ; but the broiwn, laft mentioned, 
has a fwoet tafte, being made with the water with which the 
veiTcls in the fugaf-houies are wsiiked, and is the naftieft tiling 
poffible. All the diflies atfc at once put upon die tabic, but no 
one is allowed to a& for what he likes beft, the dstihes being 
handed round in regular fucocflion ; and an EngUihmait has often 
occalion £of all his patience to wait till the one is put in motion 
on which he has &Kd his choice. The Swedes are mcse know- 
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ingin this refpcA, and, like the French, eat of every thing that 
comes before them : and although the difierent •diihes do not feem 
to harmonize tc^ethier, yet fuch ts the force of habits that the 
guests apparently find no inconvenience from the moft oppoiite 
mixtures. Anchovies, herrings, onions, eggs, paihy, often meet 
together on the fame plate, and are fwallowed promifcuoufly* 
The fweet is aiToctated with the four, muftard with fugar, go&* 
fedionaries with ialt meat or ialt fi(h ; in ihort, eatables are in- 
termingled with a poetical licence^ di^at iets the precept of Ho-^ 
race at defiance—* 

Sed tton at placidis coeaot immitisir 

An Itslian is not very much at a lo& at theie feafb ; but an £ng» 
hfhman finds himfelf quite uncomfortable and out of hb element r 
he fees no wine drank either with the ladies or the gcntlemetr 
during dinner; but muft take it himiclf in a foUtary maimeir : he is 
often oUiged to wait for hours befi>fe he can help himfelf to what 
he prefers to eat, and when the meat arrives, he generally thinks 
it not dreiTed plain enough, but difagrceable from the quantity of 
fpices with which it is ieafoned. After dinner the ladies do not 
leave him to his bottle ; he is ezpeded to adjourn immediately with 
them to the drawing-roomt where the company, after thanking 
the mafler and mifbefs of the houfe with a polite or nther cere-- 
monious bow for their good cheer, are regaled with tea and coflee- 
I have not entered into a drcumflantial defcription of thefe long 
dinners, but only given the general outline^ that I might not in«- 
Aid upon my readers that efmui, which I ccmfefs I have myfelf 
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fbmetimes experienced when I was among the number of the 
guefts. In the interval between dinner and fupper^ which how- 
ever, from the many hours that are thought neceilaiy for the 
ads of eating and drinking, is not long, there is no amuiement 
whatever but playing at cards. If you cannot join> in this ra- 
tional recreation, you are abandoned to your fate, and may fit in^ 
fome comer of the room, indulging in meditation on whateveir 
fubjed you pleafe« 

I have already noticed the extreme paifion of the Swedes for 
cards ; an amuiement too fafcinating in all countries, but which 
in Sweden, efpecially among the higher orders, feems to abfbrb 
every power and faculty of the fout. The following anecdote 
may ferve to illuflrate it in a ibriking manner :— -A nobleman of 
great rank having waited longer than uiual for his dinner^ and 
feeing that no preparation was made for it, went doym to call 
his fervants to an account, and to examine into the reafbn of the 
delay. He found his houfehold, in imitation of their fliperiorsr 
deeply engaged at cards. They excufed themfelves to their 
mailer by telKng him that they were now at the meil inCerefting' 
point of the game; and the butler, who had the greateil flake, 
took the liberty of explaining the caie to his excellency, who 
could not in confcience but approve bis reafbns. However; being' 
unwilling to wait for his diiincr till the game was decided, he fent* 
the butler to lay the cloth, while he himielf iat down with the 
other iervants, and managed the intereil of that indi^dual in his^ 
abiencc* 

The 
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The great fermality and r^^iitt ^^t prevails thrpughout all 
the polite circles of Swc4c»/ anil which ^re not ^|ii(^ed even 
by the fuperabiiidant luxury of a northern fcaii:, ai)d th* jus- 
jti«^ whi^h all are inclined to da tQ M:* m«y without doubt be 
tiiioed to thQ court of Stockholm^ thf^ jih^ formal I believe in 
Europe ; n^y« I had nearly &id th« w^}d ; but there is un- 
doubtedly <^U more of rigid etiquette at the court of Pekin. 
The reaibn why the court of Stockholm has happened) ihall I 
^y, to inti*et|cb ififelf i« fo tmny fprms and ceremonies above 
4II ether cioyrts» I hftve «ot time ta enquire ; thoi^h the reiearch 
9)ight be OMrious^ and poprhi^ capable of being iliuftrated in a 
i#t«}f9^iory iQ8«A«r« from thf htftory of thp ^Iwediih governments 
Thus fi^uch w^ c^ fays that <#t|^||vi»^ III, wbp had a very ex* 
4lted nQtian of royal dignity at¥l fM-emtncpce9 added greatly to 
the ffai<^Uic& of etiquette^ though it had ftiready attained to a v^y 
coniiderabk height As I ha^e jgLvm^ an accou^it of the dinner* 
parties in private li^^ I (ball attempt to fliew the manners of the 
court, and fpeak of the entertainments of the royal tablet which wiU 
fumiih the reader with tolerably adequate id^as of the ibrau that 
xna^ be observed on other fimilar occaAon^. A drawingrrocsn 
terminates commonly in a public iltpf«Br /or the foyaJ inmily^ who 
fit alone at table, fdl the ni9biUty 4u;i4 o&cers of the kingdom 
Coding round m mere ipei^or^ The ladies of the ienators, 
and others, of equal rank, have the privilege of being ieatcd on 
tahouxettf placed in ieinicircbs at a 4ift4wce from the tahle, in 
iront of the king. and queen. The houfhold officers of the di^* 
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HML bfatiebe^ of the royal familj (land behind the chdt 6f ih6 
perfonage to vrhom they belong : the fenators at hisr Majelty*^ 
\€fi hmd, and the ambaffadors with other foreigners of dSftindion 
at hj» right. The king fpeaks to everf one according to theif 
»nk/ the degree of fevonr they pofieis with him, or other cir- 
cumilances. The di(hes are ferved, and the plates prefented to 
the royal family by an ofilcer called gentleman of the court. 
The msurflial ilands diredly oppofite the king doting the whole 
of the entertainment, and the ileward of his Majefty'd houfhold 
a little to the right behind him. Though the prcfence of thcic 
officers be wholly ufelefs, it is thought neceflary to conlplete 
the group. When the king has dined, he makes a fign to the 
queen, and to the reft of the fettily, and all having rfrifwercd 
with a bow, he fifes from the table, takes a moft gracious leave 
and withdraws to his own apartments, followed by the officers^ 
of the court. The reft' bf the royal Ikmily dd the fame ; no 
one prefumes to retfrt before they have quitted the room. An 
ittftance of the exad! formality of the court of Sweden was ex- 
perienced by the l^bce Bilhop of Holftein, when he c4me to 
Stockholm on' a vifit to the royal fkmlly, t6 whom he is related. 
Before he could appear in public, he was obliged firft to wait in 
form upon the prirtie rtliniftef, J^rince Ulric Scheeffer, who was 
to prefent him to the king ai^ fixm as he had received his ma- 
jtiftf^ orders to thtit puipofe. By this mrnlftdr the priiice bilhop 
Was, after fome previous ctrcumftances, introduced to the court, 
aiid met with a reception as difbnt aind ceremonious as if he 

had 
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had been fonic foreign ambaffador. At the public fuppcr lie mvA 
have flood with other diftinguilhcd foreigners among the fpcfta- 
tors, if a fuddcn and w:ell-.timcd iadifpofition had not fumiiked 
an excufe for his ahfencc. The queen .dowager, however, let 
afide thcfe trouHcfonie niceties, which fettered the reft of the 
royal family., and treated the-biihop in the moft cordial manner^ 
as the nephew of her late comfort, and with thafe marl^^ of efleem 
which were due to his perfonal charader. lu order to give him 
what fhe confidered as his right, without infringing that of any 
one elfc, llie ordered the places at her table to be diflributed by 
iealed tickets. Every one that was invited drew fuch a ticket, 
and placed himfclf . at table itccording to the number written 
upon it ; but fhe had privately given -diroftions that the munber 
of the place between her and ^he princefs fhould be referved for 
her kinfman, and put.iato ±he hat in which the tickets were col^ 
leded, after ..all the others were xlrawn out. 

There is one advantage attending the Swedish court: the 
drefs is not halffb ezpenfive as that required at other courts of 
Europe. With three or four fuits of clothes you may appear at 
>every drawing-room for as many years. The colour and form 
:being once fixed^ these is no admiflion of variation. The drefs 
.of the ladies differs but little from the prefent fafhion in England^ 
except that the fleeves of their gowns are cut in the Spaniflx man- 
oier. The colour mufl be always blacky except on gala diays, 
when it is white. The head-drefs, ribbands, and the fmaller 
.articles of the toilette, are left to the fancy of the fcx. The drefi 
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fX the men is a compound of the Spanilh faihion^ and the na« 
tional coihime, which is followed by the peafantry in the fouthcra 
parts of Sweden. Their irnall-clothcs are cut in the common 
^anner^ as in other countries^ but made of the fame colour with 
t^e coat and cloak. The coat fits clofe to the body and is very 
ihort, buttoned quite jdown, and beildes this^ faibsned about the 
waift with a iafh. The cloak reaches below the knee and hangs 
loofely on the back^ though it be commonly wide enough to 
wrap the body up in it, as in a Spanlih cloak. The ufiial colour 
is black. The cloak is lined with fcirlet coloured filk, made of 
the fame ftufF with the fafli and waiftcoat ; and with the fame 
the ieams of thecoat are alfo covered. There is a particular 
ornament belonging to the .coat upon the Ihoulder, which con* 
iifts of narrow pieces of the fame filk, faftcned upon the feam 
th^t joins the ileeve to the body of .the coat. This addition 
makes the ihoulders look broader, and often improves the appear- 
ance. I hope I fhall not be blamed for introducing thefe re- 
arks, as being only worthy the attention of taylors and milliners : 
painters, and thofe whp are curious in whatever relates to that 
charming art, are alio interefted in them .; for the dre(s which 
I have been defcribing, is the coihime adopted by the Flcmifli 
ichool, and for this reafbn defervcs to be mentioned. The Swedilh 
gov^niment has thought proper to fix the manner of dreffing, 
which in other countries, under the influence of conunercial 
fpeculation,. national volatility^ and the caprice of individuals, h^is^ 
experienced fb many changes, that it has confounded variety iticlf. 
Vol. I. L I will 
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I will farther obferve, before I quit this iubjed^ that thb mode of 
drefs gives to the Swedifh court an air of magnificence and gran* 
deur> more flriking than all the party-coloured glare that you meet 
with in other places ; in the fame manner as the imaji^tion dep- 
rives more pleafure from contemplating a military corps in the 
plained uniform, than from the fight of an equal atfiemblage of 
men apparelled hi richer clothes of different hues^and falhioQ& 
This . court- dreis, which m^ be confidered as the national uni* 
form, was finally eftabli(hed by Guftavus III. 

At the fiime time that the moft rigid obfervanoe of particular 
forms is exacted by the Court of Stockholm, within what we may 
call its own precincts, there is no country where the king and 
princes mix more familiarly with the people than in Sweden* This 
makes the contrail the more fbiking ; for it is a very different 
thing to be admitted to the private fiippers given by the king, and 
the other branches of the royal family, and toftandas a Spectator 
at the public exhibition at court. The king gives fiippers in a 
domefiic and fiiendly way, twice, and ibmetimes three times a 
week. On opera days thefe parties are at the royal ^Murtments in 
the opera-houfe : on other days, at an elegant palace called Haga, 
or the Hague, not quite a Swedilh mile diilant from the north* 
gate of Stockholm, fituated on the border of a lake in the midft 
of a wood : this was the favourite refidence of his late majefty. 
It was in a fmall pavilion, in a comer of the gardens of Haga, 
where the king is iaid to have formed the plan of the revolution 
in 1772; and that fpot is itill much vifited by the curious, as 

being 
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being the birth-place of a great enterprize. Foreigners who have 
been invited once to the king*s private Tappers are, for the moil: 
part^ honoured with a general invitation. The king ufually feats 
himlelf between two ladies at a comer of the table. At Haga 
no fwords are worn, though the gentlemen are otherwiie dreffed 
in their court uniform, which has been mentioned before. In 
iummer, when the king reiided for ibme time at Haga> ftran* 
gers were alio occaiionally aiked to dinner; and it was un* 
derftood that they were to pais the day, and not to leave the 
fpyal company till after fupper. In order to be invited to the 
king*s table, a Swediih gentleman muft at leafl have the rank of 
Ueutenant-coloncL Younger officers are (bmetimes admitted, 
but this b a mark of vtry particular favour. At thofe private 
iiil^rs no. formality is obierved even towards the royal family. 
The queen and the princefles ufed to take their places about the 
middle of the table without any certain rule of diilindion. The 
two princefles give, each of them, a iiipper once a week, to which 
ibangers once admitted havCt as at bis mi^eil^'s, a general invita- 
tion. The pages who wait at table, at all thefe entertainments, 
and who, as a badge of their office, carry a napkin under f heir 
arm, are officers of the army : theie only attend upon the royal 
family. The fervants who wait on the reft of the company are 
peribns of bw extra^on, that have neither the education nor 
laok of gentlemen. Guftavus IIL was wont to difplay a great 
portion of hihuity, conviviality, wit and humour^ at his private 
entertainments. He made it a point to obierve, notice, and 
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Gxy fbinethtng appropriate to every one prefent. The duke of 
Sudermania too was very attentiye to the guefb ; bat the preient 
king} though polite and gracious, is more reierved in his manners ; 
and on the . whole the court has exchanged its' gaietyi magrn* 
ficence, and pleafiire, for an aar of retirement and infipidt^« 

The intercourfe between the court and the inferior aiTemblie^ 
and cirdes> exhibits a £ngular mixture of feudal fiibmiflion and 
Ycneratton for the cl y a nd military chief, and a refpe^fc for the per* 
ibnal rights of all clafies and individuals in the nation ; for although 
a confiderable fhare of modem fervility has been introduced, yet 
there ilill remains evident traces of that ipirit of freedom and in-* 
dependence which difHngittflied the aotient inhabitants, of the 
NcMTth. Thefe VencfaUe rdicks are not quite amiihikted, by the 
extenfion of Aixatic de^potiixn^ as in Buflia and China. A hardjr 
boldnefs of chamber,, cieated by the nature of the country they 
inhabit, gives to every individual a fenfe of his own refpedability 
and confequence, which b colle^vdy felt and ailumed by whole 
bodies and commumtiies. That great poet, fcholor, and phiiofb- 
pher, Milton> ibmewbere obferves, that the Engliih are £nc, not 
by virtue of their wfrittcn laws or conventions, but becaufe they 
are by nature a fece people. Laws, when they aie not maintained 
and invigoratod by the living principle of liberty, and a fenfe of 
juftice, foon degeherate into dead-letter ; and, on the other hand, 
where that fpirit is ftrong and adtive, laws and cuftoms are 
changed, qualified, and meliorated in £ivour of humanity* The 
Ddoft brilliant afiembly in Stockholm next to the court in full 
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gala, is that held once a fortnight in the upper-hall of the £z* 
change. It begins at fix o'clock in die eyening, and continues 
till ten or eleven : here you fee colleded all the rank, fafliion, and 
beauty that the capital can boaft of. As foon as there is a fufficient 
number of people aflemyed for country^ dance& the muiic begins^. 
The hall is fpacious enough to hold nine or ten different dancing 
parties. There are alfe two rooms for card-tables. About eight 
o'clock the royal family commonly make their appearance, but 
without occafioning any interruption in^the entertainment. The 
queen, with her attendants, is ieated in one of die balconies:. 
The king, princes of the blood, and princeiies, walk about the 
room and converfe withrthe company. The king generiilly ho^ 
dees and fpetJes to idmo^ every per&vi ia the &me manner as 
in the drawing-room. He does-/ not even pais over thoie that 
have not been preiented at court, of which doiaipdon are many 
dfrftinguifiied fiunilics among th& gentry, clergy, and the mercan* 
die clais, and (hews then) -great a&hility; for though they ar« 
not of noble birth, yet their education and reipedability ia fbciety 
b deemed a fufficicnt tide to theie marks of atteatiba. ' They 
bring their wives and daughters. ta theie. aflcmblies, and ' never ex« 
perience, as they might perhaps ia other countries, the mortifi** 
cadoa of ^iag thenx himi^bled or negle^d. The Exchange 
aflembiy waaat firft open, to all company of refpedtable appear*^ 
ance, vrithout any other condition dian. that of paying for their 
entrance; but an incident happened which occaiioned a partial 
alteration, ia this refped. This occurrence, as it ierves to illuit 
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tratc our prcfcnt fiib^ed, and fcts that mixture of courtly forma--^ 
lity and royal condefceniiony of which wc have been fpeaking in 
a ftrong light, may perhaps not be thought unworthy of being 
mentioned in this place. In the reign of the late king, the coun- 
tefi of Kagg]meck, wife c^ the Aufbian maabaflador at Stockholm, 
being •entided by her birth to be ialuted on the cheek by the em- 
prefs of Germany, and the princefles of the Imperial family, would 
«ot &ibmit to any other ceremonial at the court of Stockholm. 
Inftead of this, to kiis thb hand o£ the queen and princeiTes of 
Sweden, ihe held beneath ber dignity: £or this reafon, till thefe 
impbrtaat points (hoidd be adjufted, her preientation at court was 
deferred. 8ut the countefs^ who was young and fprightly, 
thcHight that ike might at leaft eqoy the amufemcnt of the 
ailembiy, efpedidiy at a tioie when it was ezpeded to be very 
VM€k crowded, every one betsg dcfiraua of feeing the queen, who 
bad but lately come abroad after the birth of the prince royah 
Siie was introduced to the afiemUy by her huiband. That Ihe 
might imYC a better idew of the coom, ihe was placed in one of 
the balcocues; and whether fixnn chance or deiign very near the 
one uiiially occupied by the queen. The king had no iboner en- 
tered the room, than he wasibudc with the fight of the Counteis 
of Kaggynedt.; and confidered her appcaraacey and the place ihe 
had chd^ifen, as a fort of defiance to the rules of the court. He 
therefore commanded Mr. Plommenvelt, who was nudler of the 
ceremonies, to tell Count Kaggyneck that it was not proper for 
his lady^ in the preient circumftances, to be in the &mc coom with 

the 
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the royal fiiauij* Mr. Piommenvelt^ willing to fofteii the order 
as much as poffible, went up to the count and told him in con« 
fidence, and as of his own accord^ that it was not ufoal for per^ 
ions of fuch a rank to appear with the royal family before they 
had been duly pre&nted, and that therefore he took the liberty of 
adviiing him to coniider the propriety of withdrawing, that he 
might not run the riik of giving offence to the. king* But the 
count, perhaps from ibme private pique againil Plommenrelt, an- 
fwered him in a very peremptory and iharp xoanner, that he was 
not willing to receive advice from him ; and thus fent him back 
to the king. The mafter of the ceremcMiies having £iiled in his 
wdl- meant intentions, now aflced his maje%, whether it war 
his pleafufc that the counteft fhould Icftve the room ? Being an-^ 
fwered in the affirmative, he informed the count in plain temis of 
the king's orders, which were inftantly obeyed. The ambaflkdor 
rq>orted the whole afKtir to his court, and the confequence wasy. 
that for feveral years the emperor had no reprefentative at Stock- 
holm. This mighty di^rence between their Impnial aiKt 
Swedifh m^efties was afterwards accommodated when Guftavus 
travelled in Italy. The Emperor Jofeph at Milan paid him a 
viiit early in the morning, and waited in the antichamber till the 
king was riien. The firft words of Joieph,. who had really a great 
deal of wit, though little wifdom, asnveU as a natural iprightli- 
neis and franknefs of di^ofition, were^ '^ Well, you fee how Kttle 
1 ftand on ceremony." After this difjpute with the count and 
counteft of Kaggyneck, the king of Sweden gave orders that, as 

the 
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the aiTetnbiy at the Exchange was frequented by die royal family^ 
people above a certain rank fhould not appear there without 
having been previoufly preiented at court. 

Though Stockholm be at prefent on the whole not one of die 
leaft expenfive towns m Europe^ yet public entertaimnents are 
very cheap. The firfl: places at the play-houies are to be had for 
half-a-crown. Admiifion to the grand aiTembly at the Exchange 
is at the fame price, including tea and coffee^ and other reficih-) 
ments. The entrance to the opera cofts about three (hillings and 
iixpence. But the moft agreeable place for Grangers to reibrt to> 
is the club called the Society, which has been before mentioned/ 
It is open at all times, and is the beft regulated of all the clubs I 
ever knew. The houfe is magnificent, and fumilhed with gi^ 
tafte ; neatnefs, elegance, and good order reign throughout the 
whole. At half after two .o'clock you find an excellent dinner 
on the table ; of which, bowev^> none can partake except mem- 
bers of the club, and perions introduced by members, fb that you 
always meet with good company^ Mr. Martin, a Frenchman, 
who keeps the houie, has always the beft cooks in his iervice. 
There are few private families in Stockholm where you can dine 
better than you do at this iclub for half-a-crown : the wine is not 
included in this charge. The houfe contains a billiard-table, a 
great ball-room, japaulour where people xneet for the purpofe of 
converfation, a reading*room, where you have journals and newf- 
papers of all countries and in all languages, a card-room, and a 
4Unin£-room.: all thcfe apartments communicate with and form 

a fuit 
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a fttit that extends over the vvhole front of the building. When 
the doors are open you overlook the whole at one view» v^hich has 
a pleafing effed* In this ibciety all the pec^le of Stockholm are 
mixed ; both the nobility> gentry, and men of bufinefe. Mer- 
chants are found at the fame card and dinner-table with offi« 
ceis of the army and countiy gentlemen ; and there prevails, upon 
the whole, a pretty tolerable air of equality. Many who arc 
houfe-keepers, occaiionally come to the ibciety for the fake of the 
company and the dinner, which are always excellent. 
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CHAPTER V. 

QharaSier of Gu/iavus III. King of Swedenr^^Befle&km on true 
Glory y and the Virtues of a Patriot King — Afts and Sciences 
under Gufiavus — CharaSler of the Duke of Sudermania, and his 
Condudl during the Regency — Animal Mqgftetifm encouraged at 
Stockholm — Chdra6ier of the prefent King of Sweden — State of 

* Religion ; tlie Liberty of the Prefs ; and State of the Arts and 
Sciences in this Reign. 

^ I ^HE great objcft of the late king of Sweden in all his a<ftions 
■^ was to make a noife in the world. From the difplay of his 
magnificence, the fhew of his abilities and talents, which he exhi- 
bited in many different ways, and from his fpirit of enterprize, one 
would be tempted to imagine that there was fcarccly any thing 
worth notice in Sweden that did not originate with him. He was 
ambitious that his reign (hould be iignalized as the aera of arts and 
fciences in Sweden ; as the age of Lewis XIV. was in France. Great 
and elevated minds are fometimes feduced from the paths of true 
glory, which confifb in the exertion of power and wifdom for the 
moft benignant purposes, to the puriuits of mere peribnal ambition. 
The glory of Charles XII. of Sweden was ruin to his country : fo is 
that of moft heroic monarchs. It maybe coniidered as particular 

and 
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and extraordinary good fortune when: the courage and talents of 
warlike princes find an objeA worthy of their fire and genius. 
Such^ happily^ was the defliny of Guftavus Vafa and Guflavus 
Adolphus^ both juftly denooxinated Great : fuch was that of the 
Princes of Orange, whofc noble career was concluded by Wil* 
Uam III. king of England. But perhaps had a caufe truly glorious 
been wanting to thofe princes, their natural love of pre-eminence 
and fame might have taken a lefs favourable direction. The wars 
of Charles XII. were originally jufl and honourable^ but he par* 
ried them beyond the point where they ought to have ended ; and 
from a frantic paifion for military exploits, he ufed them for the 
purpofe of gratifying his own inclination, and not as the means d£ 
repelling aggreffion, and fecuring his country againft thc^injuflice 
of its neighbours. How much more truly glorious would it have 
been if he had flopped in his oureer of vidtory, and given repofe 
to his bleeding and exhaufled people ! The war in which Guf- 
tavus III. engaged with the Ruffians, and in which he certainly 
difplayed a magnanimity and perfonal intrepidi^ in no degree 
inferior to thofe of his bravcft anceftors, was provoked by the 
intrigues and the overbearing preteniions of the northern auto* 
crafy. But the experiment whether Guflavus, had it been in his 
power, would not have preferred the gratification of his own am- 
bition to the folid interefb of his country, was never fairly tried. 
A peace between the Ruffians and the Turks was unavoidably 
followed by an accommodation between the Rudians and the 
Swedes, by which the latter certainly obtained the greatefl fhare 
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of glory. Had England continued in her views, Ihc king of 
Sweden might have been tempted to proceed farther. The rul- 
ing paffion, however, of Guftavus, his iecret preference of his 
own fame to the well-being of his kingdom, was ieen even in the 
courfc of a few months after the pacification of Wenfla: ftwr he 
then engaged in vigorous preparations for an invafion of France, 
than which the march of Charles XIL towards Moicow in order 
to dethrone the Czar, was not more romantic. There is not a 
doubt but Ouftavus III. would have diiplayed on the frontier of 
France all the courage and firmneis of Charles XIL at Narva or at 
Bender : but how does fuch prowefs, even when moft fiiccefs&l, 
fade and decay when compared with the well*direded and vrell« 
tempered military ikill and bravery of a prince like Henry IV. of 
France, who neither continued the war againi): Aufhia longer 
than the fecurity of his crown and kingdom required, nor formed 
any new dcfigns until he was compelled to do ib by the iniatiabic 
ambition and reilleis intrigues of his powerful antagoniits.^ Per« 
fonal courage, though refpcAable, is no uncommon qu^ty. In the 
eye of found nioral criticifm this virtue then only receives a bright 
luftre when it is employed in a juft and honourable cauie. This 
maxim indeed may be thought too obvious to be repeated ; but 
common as it is in theory, it as by no means fo generaiiy adopted 
in praAice as the good of mankind would require. It cannot 

* At the time of his aflallination he had prepared to. take the field in perfoa 
againil the Auftriant, in which bis ultimate objeA, there is erery reafon to be- 
lieve, was not only to fecure the independency of France, but the rights of ^1 
other European powers. 

therefore 
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therefore b© amifi to inculcate it whenever an opportunity occurs. 
Whether in the progreis of civilization it vrill obtain greater in- 
fluence over the human mind, and fhew its blefled efie<5b in the 
world to a greater degree than it hitherto has done, is an important 
^uid interefting fubjed; for fpeculatkmw Unfortunately for Swedett 
it was not a Henry IV. but a Lewis XIV. that Guflavus made 
the obje&of his emulation. Aipiring with inceflant andour to an 
illuftrious name among ibvereigns, he was wont among his cour- 
tiers to make not indired comparifons between himfelf and that 
monarch. like him he fought to be forrounded with the ^lendour 
-of liixrrature and the arts, and fhidied in all things to appear a great 
and munificent king. Like his maternal unde, Fiederic the Great 
<o£ Prufiia, he was ambitious of being an author as well as a war*^ 
cior. Emulating the renown c£ Charles XII. he threatened like 
him to involve his country in ruin. To poets, muikiansy and 
jpainters, he extended a high degree of favour and prote^on. He 
inilituted focieties, and patronized learning and foience : but all 
this did not flow from a pure defire to promote thefo great inte* 
refb of the human ipecies. He made thofe he protedod the took 
of his ambition and vanity. They were ia &&, little more than 
echoes of his wiflies, and ierved as means of operating on the pub« 
lic opinion^ and prediipoiing and pr^ring it for an acquiefcence 
in various fobemes which he had formed for the enlargement of 
his own grandeur, and the gratification of his ruling paflions. 
Not even the encouragement which he gave to the fii^ arts was 
^founded on any thing elfe than political views and folfifli motives. 

His 
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His objedl was to aftoniih the nation by (hows and other novelties, 
to dazzle the people by the fplendor of his magnificence, and to 
engage Ihem in purfuits of pleafure, that they might be di* 
verted from reflections on their political fubjedion and degrar 
dation. He was willing to root out every ientiment of honour^ 
and to eztinguiib every fpark of liberty, that he might bear fway 
over a herd of flaves. When impartial hxRcry ihall unfold the 
various artifices by which this prince, who was unhappily for his 
country, a man of unqucftionablc genius, attained to the accom** 
pliihment of all his ends> we Aiall be fatisfied that he was a greater 
enemy to the Swcdifh nation than Charles XIL : for Charles left 
behind him, in the minds of the Swedes, a ipirit of national pride 
as well as peribnal honour and fclf-efteem, and a fatisfadory recol* 
ledion of the noble exploits of their anceftors. Though reduced 
by him to the loweft ebb of fortune, they were animated by lus 
name to a love of glory. They were proud of having had fuch a 
king, and wept over his memory. That of Guflavus III. is che* 
Tifhed at this day by none but painters, muficians, comedians^ and 
particular favourites. As for the fciences, Guflavus 111. was fo 
fiir from affording them any fiibflantial fiipport, that on the con- 
trary, he treated them with negled, if not contempt; The mag- 
nificent colle<%ion of natural hiftory made by Linnaeus, was per- 
mitted to be bought by an Engliihman, and carried to England.* 
Many of the manufcripts of the incomparable Bergmann, for want 
of encouragement in Sweden, were difpofcd of and printed m 
Germany. 
* It is in tUc poflcffion of James Edward Smiai, M. D. who rcfidcs at Norwich. 
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It would be no improper objcft for philofophical invcftigation, 
to trace the progrefs of fcience under the reign of Cruilavus III, 
and t^ compare this with the advancement it experienced during 
the later periods of the ariftocratical lyftem, or rather the iyftem 
of the limited monarchy. From fuch an enquiry it would pro- 
bably be made to appear, that neither the fplendour of a throne, 
nor the protedion of a prince arc ncccflary, or even favourable to 
the pi'omotion of fcience. It would be feen that the moft cfFec- 
tual patronage of learning is that which is derived from the pub- 
lic at large ; and that the fciences, like commerce, are always the 
worfc for the interference of government. They refemble the 
fenfitive plant, which ihrinks from the touch of the pureft and 
moft delicate hand; but vegetates, flouriflies, and perfedly unfolds 
itfelf when left alone. On entering iuperficially upon a comparifon 
of the flate of the fciences in the reign of Gufbtvus III. and dm- 
ing the ariflocracy, I do not find any naturalift that might I e 
ranked with Linnaeus, nor a mineralogifl of fuch diftinguifhcd 
merit and reputation as Bergmann ; nor a linguifi: and antiquary 
that could equal the celebrated Ihre ; not a mathematician to 
cope with Klingenfliema, the reputed inventor of achromatic 
telefcopes ; no chemifl: that could rival Wallerius ; not a phyfi- 
ciaii like Rofenflein, nor fuch a proficient in the oriental languages 
as Aurivelius. When we confidcr what the Swedifh nobility were 
before the time of Guflavus III. and what they have been fincc 
his reign, we perceive at once a ftriking contrafl*. Guftavus, 
though certainly pofiefTed of genius himfelf, had no body about 

him 
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him but infipid, and even ignorant and weak men. The nobles 
are now no longer aduated by their former ipirit of emulation^ 
and a defire to qccel as leading m£n in the Senate. £ioqiiehce> 
with all that varietj of knowledge and information which is ne« 
ceifary to the formation of a good orator, is no longer of any im*» 
portance to them. Amplication to the fhidy of general know*-* 
ledge and the improrement of the mind, is fu^>end6d by the con^^ 
imitation of 1 772 ; and fo long as that conftitution lafts, it is pro* 
bable that we (hall not hear of any great charaders sunong the 
nobks of Sweden. The ancient fena te , it .is true, was corrupt^ 
Tcnal, and ever ready to fell itielf to the higheft bidder : but itilU 
even in that veiy diipofition to venality was contained an incen- 
tive to the acquirement of qualities and accomplifiiments that 
might lead to diilindion. Fiance and Rufiia purchaied the men 
of abilities in the ienate at no imall price ; the otfaos were over-^ 
looked and diiregarded. 

Under the regency of the Duke of Sudermania, the views and 
jyilem, and in a word, the ipirit of the Swedifli government un« 
dcrwent a complete revolution. Guilavus was the fworn enemy 
of the French revolution, and was on the point, as has been be- 
fore obfcrved, to join the arms of Sweden to thofe of the general 
confederacy : and had he lived he would at lead have made a 
facrifice of ibme regiments, and added fome millions of rix dol- 
lars to that debt with which he had already burthened the nar 
tion. The regent remained neutral, cultivated a conneSion with 
France, and iludied oeconomy. The confequenc^ was, that the 

difcount 
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diicount of the ' paper-^ money of Sweden at Hamburgh, Riga, 
and other places, fell from twenty-five to ten per cent. This 
neutrality was calculated to reftore to the Swedes fomc portion 
of that national charaAer which Gruilavus was at fo great pains 
to deftroy ; and diat brave and honeft people were again allowed 
to cherifh the idea, and make ule of the word liberty without 
giving offence. The duke of Sudermania had the good fenfe to 
form a juft eftimate of a nation which, in vindication of their 
liberty, had at different times revolted agaittft tyrants ; and whofe 
condu6i: in public affairs had oh the whole been fuch as became 
an enlightened people. Men of letters and fcicnce began to lift 
up their voice, and their vcnce was heard. More freedom was 
granted to the prcfi ; and though the reftraints enforced by Guf# 
tavus IIL were formally aboliihed, yet writers were not permitted 
to difcufs matters even of a political nature without fear, and to 
affert the tmth without refixidion* This alteration was very per-» 
ceptible in the trade of bookfdling, which was greatly encouraged 
and augmented. 

There is only one fubjed on which the Duke of Sudermaitiia 
has been charged with weaknefs, namely, Mefmerifm, or animal 
magnetijm, the belief in which is thought by moft men of learn- 
ing and fcience, to be no proof of either good fenfe or an en- 
lightened underftanding. Several perfons of diftindion at the 
court of Sweden pafled feme time at Paris, when the dodtrines 
and extravagancies of Mefmer were in vogue, and liftened to by 
every body. Thofc that were initiated in the myfteries of Mcf- 
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mer were oUiged to pay him a hundred louts d*ors for their adr 
Pittance.; and as felf-loye i^ extKinely imwilUng cnr^r to allow 
that it has been impofed upon, they were incKned* to give way to 
the illufions^ 'for whoch they had paid ib oonfideoablec a fum, and 
endeavoured ant x>aly to work themfelves kito a hdief tiat they 
had really made a valuaUe acqoifitba of knowledge^' but exerted 
themfelvca idib to porfiade otheus of the iarao* Hence the pn^grefs 
of that^abftrufe ibienoe.may be accounted for, whieh I hare rieen 
performed, and which was nowhere mote focce&ful andtapidthan*. 
at Stockholm. A oartaan ix&ces of the S wedifh army •cootriicd to 
attraft the noticbof the :. court infomuch, that he was favoured 
/ . > ^ in his. proodotaon^ bj preteadtng to .be particularly iiifoeptible^ cff 
^/, i',' if -^ I the :efii»£biof animal magaetiini, and by -countedleittng ecftactes 

and ifeep"* walking; ^ Whon he was under the hands of tbe mag-* 
neti&r, he woiild'foign4binn(rfen^« then awake as. fixMn parop H etic 
dttsamst and foietd fnfiore events* He pcophefiedhiaowoi death, 
which «ras* to take phu:e inthc fitft battle he. ihould be en^gad 
in. Tbe credulous people in whofo ptefefice he nttcosd tdiis pK«' 
didion lamented <his cmel .&te; The conrticss mskle no oppofi^ 
tion .either to his military advancement or his progicis im favour 
atxrourt, from the fodthixig idea tiiat be had bat a ihoit 4amc 
to live, and would not interfere with their iHterefts; fEo tboit 
whom be thought it wmtfa his while to flatter^ he^redided evtry 
thing that was good« He* aflnrod the piime mintfter, Oannt 
Sparre, that he Ihonld afoend to heaven like £i;ijah, witbont 
tailitig death. And fo ready, it is faid, was this good man to be- 
lieve 
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lievtt kim, that heinatnediatdj iettled his worMly conoans, and 
ne^er went out any where in his caniage without firft faying hia 
pFayenv and making other preparatkma^ that he might be ready 
Oft a minutc*»iwacnhig to proceed on his celeftial journey* 1 wilit 
not vouch for tbe truth of thb Kport ; but it is certain^ that the 
extreme credulity of the const in thAs as well as othcc.thingSi en- 
couraged impoftoiB< to praftife all poffiblo tricks and artifices. A 
young officer, who^bad not any friends of rank or confequence on. 
whom be might depend for promotion^ had. recourie to thefol-^ 
lowing ftratage&i for intecefling the regent in his lavour^ and 
raiiing bis own fortune. He went en the dead of the nigbt to 
the royal palace of Drottningholm, 9tnd wounded kinofelf leather 
feveiclyin the arm. with a pifbol : immediately oa the dsfi^orge; 
of thepiADl he^gsve the cry of raufder ! and<perfuided every body 
that he had been iet upon by two ruffiaofii .who 'bed miilsakeii 
him fbr the. Duke of Sodemiahia^ whont they . bad- intended rto' 
afik^ioate; Tlis duke vecy mueh dffoStci by this incideat, ^nd- 
at tfaeiametxndtt* mored wtdi compaffion for the poor man, who 
he imagined kad fisffsred in his ilead, made him a prefent in 
money/ and immediately gave him a cconmtlCon in his owiit 
regiments The fraid. being afterwards deteAed the impoilar wa& . 
hooted out of the army*. . > r 

The picicnt king of SwedeiL baa adopted a nwde of emdia^ 
and iiyk of manners idtrc<ftly oppo&te to thoie of his uncle, with, 
whmn he has ncTC^ liYcd in harmony. During the^ whole of the 

N i regency 
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regency the young king kept himfclf in a ftate of total infignifi- 
cancc. He never of his own accord appeared before the people, 
nor did any thing without aiking Icare of the duke : it ieenaed a& 
if he coniidcred himfclf as nobody during his minority^ for the 
fble purpofe of making the regent feel the whole weight of hia 
authority, when the period ihould arrive of exerciiing it in its 
full extent. The leading features in this young prinoe*s charader^ 
as I conceive, are an ambition of governing without minifters, or 
any interference that might fet bounds to his ablblute fway, and 
a fincere with at the iame time to do as much good as lies within 
• the narrow fphere of his^ powers and knowledge. Under the in- 
fluence of two priefts, and ftrongly impteffed with an abhorrence 
of what is called the new philofophy, he has become a deter« 
mined bigot, and hence is influenced by a fuperftition that throws 
every poflible obftacle in the way of prc^reffive improvement. 
Thofc two priefts arc Biihop Fleddin and Bifliop M***. The 
firft^ was the king's preceptor in religious inftrudion : he is a man 
of no learning, but of an afpiring temper^ and ready to make any 
Sacrifice to his private intercft. The religion of Luther, under \ 
his aufpices, degenerates into the rites and ceremonies of popery. 3 
It is by his advice that the ibldiers have received orders on Good* 
' Friday to turn the muzzles of their fire-arms downwards, and to 
have their drams flackened and deadened, as at R(»ie and in 
other catholic countries. Biihop M***, in his earlier years was 
a friend to democracy : he was firft brought into notice by a 

treatifc 
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trcsitxCc in favour of that form of government, entitled, De De- 
mocrat ia Optimo RegimineJ^ He embraced the ecclefiaftical pro* 
fcflion merely from motives of infercft ; but afterwards became a 
zealous ftickler for the moft abfurd tenets of the groireft fuper- 
iiition, whether it be that he has in reality become a convert to 
what he at firft merely belived ex officio ; or, as ibmc people are 
inclined to think, from hypocriiy. He has at once iignalized his 
clerical fervor, and difplayed his own charader by a Differtation on 
the Power and Influence if the Devil on the Human Body* He proves 
ux this book, by evidence amounting, as he iays, to mathematical 
demonftration, not only the ezifience of the devil and his opera- 
tions 00 the humian mind and body, but has been £b fuccefsfuT in 
his enquiries itito the fubjcd, as to diftinguiihihe different £)rts of 
devils, and to afcertain the meaca pix>pef for putting them to flight* 
He liasdifcovered thiU: the itiaboius crinitus, or hairy devil, may be 
routed by a plant called hypericum quadrangtdare^ (quadrangular 
St. John's wort). There is. another anecdote whidi may ferve 
to throw fbme light upon the preient fpirit of icligion in Sweden. 
As far down as the reign of the late king a cejvmony prevailed^ 
which was very much at yaciaiice with the advanced ftate of 
knowledge, and with common icnie, namely, that of exorcidng 
and Gammoning the devil to depart from the body of an in&nt 
in t!bc fkc of baptiim. For this ceremony, in the late king^fi 
rdgn,r another was fubflituted lefs iliocking bo the uoderftanding : 

but 

* Democraey the bcfl form of government. 
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but oa the bixtb of the prefent king's fotk the old mode of cxor^ 
cifm T^as revived ; and the devil was exprdsly ordered to 4|int the 
body of the preicut prince royaL ^* 

The liberty of the prefs in Sweden at the pieient aaoment is 
entirely fubdued; the reign of ignorance and bigotiy gains 
ground, and will perhaps foon be as unUmited> ifid pcoducc the 
fame difmal gloom as now prevails in Spain aiid. Portugal. Guf- 
tavus IIL ,^hile he pul^licly enoouraged the &eedom of the prcfsy 
privately bound it in fetters. He liked to be thought a liberal 
and philoibphic prince ; and be did not apparmtly rcflsain authors 
from writing whatever they pleafed : but ftill they were cxpofed 
to many unknown coniequences, if they happened, to puUifli any 
thing offenilve to the court. At prefmt a cenforial commiiBon is 
^ftablifhedy which mutilates works» or fuppcciies them altogether 
at pleaiuret and what is ftill worfe« ondunlMaid of in any other 
country^ when the cenibrs have pafled a work, its pubUcatton may 
be prohibited by the king afterwards. An inftance of this kind 
happened duripg my ^y at Stockholm, in the earfe ^ a work, 
entitled^ '* Thoughts on the Beftoration of the Old Monarchy 
<^ in France/* After this ftatement of fads, it will not be diffi^ 
cult to conjpdure the fituation of the feiences and of phik>fophy 
in ^ country where fuch meafurcs are purfued hy die gpvemment. 
The cofitrafl:. in thef« refpcAs between Sweden and Denmark, is 
ftrongly marked by the number of journals and other periodical 
publications ifiuing from the prefs annually in the two countries. 
In Denmark I reckoned up more than twenty ; but as for the 

neighbouring 
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neigbbouring kingdom^ I oould never find iti the capita^ nor in 
all SwcdbcDf tnorethan two. The periodical publications of Den« 
mark are fraught with the mofl liberal opinions on every fubjeft. 
Ilk Swodc&pubKcstions are (fcopped without the allegation of any 
reiiibn wbatever^ior on pretences the mofl frivolous. The Joarixalj 
enl&tled> ^ Metiooits of the Society for the Improrcmcnt of Know-^ 
'' Jfidge moA nfifui Cothe generality of Citizens/* dig^fled atid 
puUiiJioi by a fbclety of philanthropic iftalitiduats, which wasr 
held in greait eflimation by the public, was pat an end to by the 
kipig : and neidier the members of the fbciety, nor the editors 
of the jonrnal were ever able to obtain f>om hU majefly any 
account of the caufe of its iuppreffion. Another journal, called 
Extrap^fien^ (nearly anfwering to the word Courier) was filgiccd 
on. account of a dialogue which it contained between Luther 
and r the Devil, in whicb tibe ktter appeated to be 'too good a Id* 
gicisui. In 1708 & toyal edift waa iflfaed^ ordering that no 
pcriodicaji writings whatever fhooid be publi^ed without expreis 
permifGon 60m the king. The only two works of the kind that 
at pre&nt come out in Sweden are-*^ Journal for Swedifh Litera- 
ture! and a: ColleAion of mifcellaneouis fUbjeds for reading.^ The 
firft is, only a catalogue of Swedifh books^ with critical remarks. 
The editor la Mr. Silverflolpe; -a man of conftderable learning, 
and of a very fatirical turn. The fccond is a work written in a 
fine ilyle and manner^ and contains many beautiful pieces iii lite- 
rature 

* Lafning i blandade amnen. 
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rature and belles*lettreS| as well as philoib]^iCal eflays^ vety freo 
and bold for the prefent times and circumftances. In this journal 
the principal writers are^ Mr. Herfparre^ Mr. Leopold, and Mr. 
Lehnberg. It would have been iupprefled on more than one oc* 
cafion^ if thofe three gentlemen had not pol&fled confideraUe 
credit at court, as well as influence with the cenibrs. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Remarks on Academies or leai^ed Societies — Thofe eftabli/hed by 
Lewis XIV. in France — EffeSi of Opinions and theoretical Prin- 
ciples upon the Fate of Nations — How far the public Opinion 
may be directed or irtfiuenced by learned Societies — More of the 
CharaSleriftics of thefe Societies difplayed — Academy of Belles- 
Lettres at Stockholm — Members of this Academy — The Swcdiih 
Academy^ or the Eighteen ; its Proceedings, Prizes, &c. — Mem- 
bers of the Swedi/h Academy — Account of fome Swedifli Poets, 
among whom is mentioned Mr. Torild, an Admirer and Imitator 
of OJjian. 

ripiHE faihion of patronizing literature and icience, in the be- 
•*" ginning of the iixteenth century, when a matrimonial al- 
liance exifted between the houfe of Medici and that of Bourbon, 
was imported into France from Italy. Academies for the cultiva* 
tion of the arts and fciences were inftituted early in the reign of 
Lewis XIV, and nobly endowed with pecuniary funds, as well as 
privileges and honours. The vanity of the king, the fole motive 
of his liberality, was abundantly gratified; for nothing could ex- 
ceed the obfequious adulation of the academicians. They once 
Vol. I. O had 
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had it in contemplation to propofe a prize for the bcft treatiic on 
the queftion, ^' By which of all his virtues was his msycfty moft 
" honourably diftinguiflied ?" This aA of fervility, however, 
Lewis himfelf, vain as he was, had the good fenfc to prevent ; 
but this meannels of the academicians was not incompatible with 
pride on their part. They exhibited, in their conduft, a ftrangc 
mixture of obfequioufnels to the court, and felf-impprtance and 
arrogance in their deportment towards their fellQw-fubjecSs. Ad- 
miffion to the ac^dcmiee, particularly the grand Academic Fran- 
foi/e, now was made an objeA of ambition. Philofopby, or rather 
perhaps the reputation of being a philofopher, became the fafliion 
gf the day. Few were qualified to be ftatefmcn, or bold the prin- 
<:ipal places in the gift of the crown ; but all could be, or pretend 
to be, fcholars and philofbphers. Philofopby, combined with Ute- 
rftture* but tin<^ured with human weakuefs, pleafed vanity, con- 
foled difappointment, and employed fomctimes as a vehicle of cen- 
furc, fcrved as an inftrument of revenge. The number of philo- 
fophcrs daily increafed. That philofopby which^ under varionai 
forms, aiul in diverfe ways, had influenced foe ibme time the 
public councils, fei:?ed at laft the helm of the French monarchy ; 
and thus the folly of Lewis XIV. blindly laboured for the over- 
throw of the Bourbons. 

There is nothing more curious in a philofophical, or more ioj- 
portant in a political point qf view, thsm to trace the mutual in- 
fluence of events on opinions, and opinions on events. Their 
^ftion and re-a<aion on one another, the degree and nianner in 

which 
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which various tenets and habits of thinking afFcA the conduft of 
individuals^ it is iropoffible to afcertain, nor, if it were poffible, 
would it be worth while to enquire ; but the connexion between 
creeds and the conduA of princes, between public opinion, public 
fpirit, and the fate of nations, is a matter of equal certainty, curio* 
iity And importance. In every age and country a preference is 
given to feme particular ftudy, which not only fupplants more or 
leis other purfuits, but in a certain degree always interferes with, 
and in ibme inftances even ufurps the affairs of government In 
the earlieft ftages of fociety the minds of men are debafed by the 
groflefl fiiperftition. The principal concerns of favages and bar- 
l>ariansarc managed by conjurors,* Obi-men,f necromancers, and 
wizards. Even after nations have fbmewhat advanced in civili- 
zation, the mofi ufeful as well as the nobleft talents, in the ge- 
neral efteem, are thofe of divination ; and in every kingdom and 
every government hitherto eflablifhed, there has been, at leafl at 
©ne period, an alliance between church and flate. In the firft 
fteps towards fcience, men are amufed with the pretcnfions of 
natural magic and the predi<ftions of aflrology. Religion, in the 
common progreffion of human affairs, is taken out of the hands 
of mere fuperftition, divination explained by the principles of me- 
taphyfics, and adjufted by the rules of logic. The Veda is inter- 
preted by metaphyfical Brahmins, and the Koran by Mahomedan 
doAors not lefs fubtle and difcerning. The dodlrines of the 

* As amoi\g the Indians in Araeiica. 

t As in Africa, and among the African flaves in the Weft Indies. 
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Manichseans and Gnoftics^ as well as thofe of PktOj entered early 
into the creeds of Chriftians. Ariih»tle^ and other philofbphers, 
directed the fchoolmen; the fchoolmen the churchy and the 
church for fifteen hundred years the ilate, and in repeated in* 
ilanoes the motions of itrmies* Mighty monarchs maflacred or 
exterminated JNeiloriaos, Arians, Albi^nfes^ Waldenfes, Jews, 
Moors^ Hugonots, and Prefbyterians. The proteftant.and the 
catholic faith divided Eairape ; and difpi>tes about liberty and ne- 
ceflity among the Proteftants themfelv:68 were tinged ^th Uood* 
In the times of Ilo£:elinus and Abolard^ kings interfered In the dif* 
pute between the Nominaliib and die Realifts ; an argument not 
yet terminated. The medical world at one peiiod was divided 
between the difciples of Galen and th<^ of Paracelfus. Thofe of 
the two former^ from the pride of poffefficm^ x^aimed iliil an ex- 
clufive right to the public ear, and obtained from the court of 
Paris an inhibition againil thofe of the latter ; thou^ this, like 
other decrees, gave way in time to the progrefs of opinion. It 
appears at firft fight ilrange, but nevertheleis nothing is more cer- 
tain, than that the afiairs of nations may be influenced, as we 
have juft feen in the cafe of France, by inftitutions for the ftudy 
of mati^ematics and belles-lettres. 

WJioe\iV rcfleds on the ^ufual cffcft of literature and fcience to 
awaken the genius of liberty, by exciting a fpirit of free difcuf- 
ijon on all fubjeds, by preferving the memory of the ancient re- 
publics, by quickening the perception of right and wrong, and 
vindicating the dignity of human nature, will be apt to confider 

the 
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the introdudton of the arts and fciences into dcfpotic governments 
as a political incongruity; unlds> indeed, it be the intention of the 
prince to ameliorate the condition of the peoplci and raife them 
gradually to a participation of political power, in proportion to 
their advancement in knowledge. Such, perhaps, was the inten* 
tion of Peter the Great, czar of Mufcovy, when he introduced 
arts and fciences into his Y9& barbarian empire ; an intention 
which probably he conceived in his compreheniive mind, as likely 
to be accompliihed either by bimfelf or his fiicoeflors. At the 
fame time it was certainly a lingular fpeAadc to ice that prince 
caning his courtiers, and inviting his ful^efb to walk with him 
into the temple of the Mufes and of Apollo. But what ihall we 
iay of Frederic U. of Pruifia patronizing French literature and 
manners, and encouraging phibibphy, and even infidelity ? And 
what of the Emperor Jofeph II. overturning religious eftabliih* 
ments and promoting free difcuiiion with one hand, while he fub* 
verted the privileges of his fubjeAs with the other ? The obvious 
conclufion is, that thefe and other despotic princes either were 
not at bottom iincere friends to the progrefs of knowledge, or 
that they did not forefee its political coniequences. Nothing ap- 
pears more monflrous and abfurd, than to fee Guilavus III. tram« 
plingon the privileges of the Swedifli nation one year, and infti- 
tuting academies the next ; but, on a clofer examination of the 
condudl of the Swede, we (ball find that it was at leaft not fo 
inconfiftent as that of the German princes juft mentioned. His 
love of abfolute power was fincere ; his zeal for literature and 

fcicnce 
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fcicnce afFcdcd, unnatural, and guarded. It was like the farce a^ci 
by Catharine II. when fiie ordered the body of Peter III. emperor 
of Ruffia, to be expoied on a platform in front of the palace, for 
the infpedion of medical men and all the world, while cendnels 
were placed at the different aven-ues for driving back any one who 
Ihould have the curiofity and the boldnef& to approach it. 

It has been obfcrved of academies, that they are of ufe only fo 
long as the encouragement they hold out is neceflary t-o the pre- 
iervation and progress of fcience. In times of ignorance, and 
abounding in prejudice, it has been faid, fuch ibcieties are useful 
as a barrier againil: mountebanks and other impoftors, and for 
maintaining a due influence and authority over pc&Uic opinion* 
But this influence and authority is the very thing to be dreaded. 
Governments dire6l the academies, and the academies the people; 
and thus the fciences bend under defpotifm : and as they are obc- 
dient to the nod, fo they imitate the ways and manners of courts. 
They become fond of pomp and Ihcw, and more defirou& of 
adorning their focieties with men of titles and rank than with 
thofe of genius and learning. A remarkable iniirancc of this pro^ 
penfity, I have heard, happened within the memory of the {mtc- 
fent generation, where the Prefidcnt of an iiluftrious fbciety in Eu- 
rope had a throne ercded for himfelf in place of the uiiial chair, 
with adjacent feats a little lower, for foreign ambafiadors and other 
perfonagcs of great di-ftin^ion, fome on his right hand and others 
on his left. 

The Academy of BeUes^Lettres at Stockholm, having no other 

fund 
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fund for the prizes than the generofity of the queen dowager, by 
whom it was inftituted, would have been diflblved at her death,. 
if her ion Guilavu^ HL had not taken it under his protection. 
He not only furnilhcd it with a fund for various prizes every year, 
but alfo for peniions to feveral of the members. The province of 
this academy was extended by the king to foreign literature, Egyp- 
tian, Greek and Roman antiquities, the fcience of emblems, and 
the fupcrintendancy over medals, infcriptions, and all public mo- 
numents in the kingdom. The number of n^embers is fixed at 
fifty: lixteen foreign, fourt^n honwary, and twenty ordinary 
members ; the lail named are profe0cd men of letters. In the 
firft mentioned clafs I find the names of the Cardinal de Berms^ 
French ambafla^Or »t IlQn>e before and at. the time of the French 
revolution, in ihc.yeairs J780 and IfQC; the Duke of Nivcmoisj 
P. F. S^hm, who has lately published large colleftions, written in 
h9Ltin, of the Scandina^vian antiquitiea; and Mr. Pallas, formerly 
psofeiTor in the Imperial academy at Peterfburg. In the lift oC 
honof^ry n^embors ire to be found Count Frederic Sparre, chan- 
cellw Qf the kingdbtn. This is the fame gentleman who, as was 
f^id, believed that he fhould mount up to heaven like Elijah, a cir-< 
cumftance which, places his acutexiefi and intelligence in an unfa-> 
vQi^irable Kght. He is the fubjed of no bad, jJiough only a punning 
epigram, comprifed in four Swedifli verfes. There is a box in the 
opera^houfe called fi^/7 da hm^y or 03(s eyt, in which Count Sparrc 
fometiiAes fat. It is on this point that the. epigram .turns. Its 
import is tins ;^ — ^' Mathematicians have afTumed as a maxim, that 

" the 
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** the whole is greater than a part ; but Count Sparre, ieated in an 
'' oxs eycy demonftratcs that a part may be greater than the whole." 
His excellency Count Oxenftiema, fcnator, prime minifter, &c. 
known in the annals of northern literature by his eulogium on 
Guftavus III. befides an Ode on Hope, and a poem entitled Skor- 
den (harveft), two pieces of great merit, Roxana, a comedy, and 
ieveral fmaller publications ; his excellency Count Duben, fenator, 
minifter of ftate, and commander of the order of Seraphim, dif- 
tinguiflied for his knowledge of drawings, medals and emblems j 
Dr. Von Troil, archbiihop of Upfala, author of a Voyage to Ice- 
land (the ornithdogifts, to pay him a compliment, have chrif- 
tened a bird after his name, uria troitij ; Baron Lejuvuhad ; Barott 
* Adlercrantz ; Mr. Mat. Benzelftiema j Baron M. Ramel, a very 
rich landed proprietor, and a lover of the belles-lettres ; Count N. 
Gylenftolpe; Count C. Gyllemborg, knight of the polar ftar; he 
wrote a tolerable epic poem called T&get of vcr Bait (the Paldage 
of the Belt) by Charles X., a volume of fabks, ibme of them of 
great merit, and poems, the moft diftmguiihed of which ia the 
Seafons ; Mr. Stcenpiper, who has tranflat^d Tacitus, a man of 
great talents; and Dr. Olave Celfius, bijfhop of Lund, author of a 
Hiftory of Guftavus Vaia, and his fon Eric XlV. 

The ordinary members of the academy for belles-lettres, infcrip- 
tions, antiquities, &c. are, Mr. Lillie Strale, well acquainted witk 
Englifh and French literature ; Mr. Bolio, author of a Hiftofy of 
the Swedilh people down to the reign of Guftavus Vafa ; Mr. 
Elers, a poet ; Mr. Schoenberg, hiftoriographer of the kingdom ; 

Mn 
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Mr. Melanderiiielm, a mathematician ; Mr. Rofenilein^ formerly 
preceptor to the king, and ibcretary of the Swediih academy ; Mr. 
B. Femer, preceptor to Guftavus III. when prince royal of 
Sweden; Mr. John Van Angenibroemj author of a Guide to the 
Mines for the uie of trayellcrs (he has now given up the fciences^ 
and betaken himfelf wholly to agriculture) ; Mr. C. J. Strand, 
keeper of the archives of the kingdom ; Mr. G. Adlerbeth, anti- 
quarian of the kingdom, and perpetual fecretary to the academy 
of belltt-lettres (he publiflied ibme wretched tragedies) ; Mr. A. F. 
Riftd, lately librarian to hi^ majcfty, a poet, and tranilator of &- 
veral ^eches in Salluft ; Mr. J. H« Liden, profeflbr of hiiloxy ; 
Mr. J. Murrberg, mailer of the cathedral fchool of Stockholm, 
an elegant hiilorian (he wrote aa account of Chriftian s refidenc* 
at Stockhcdm in 152Q); Mr. J. Hallenbeigf hiiloriographer of 
the kingdom ; Mr. C. J. Nordin, dean and hifbriographer of the 
royal orders; be has written, in the Memoirs of the Academy, 
the Lives of lUuftrious Swedes; Mr. F. J. Neikter, profeflbr of 
eloquence at Upfala ; Mr. Portban, profeflbr of eloquence in the 
univerfity of Abo; Mr. Everband, profeflbr of the oriental lan« 
guagcs. 

The regulations of this academy are much tbe iame with tfaofe 
pf the academy of inicriptiom and beUes«*l€ttres at Paris. - The 
new academy at Stockholm for the cultivation ojf the Swediih 
language, is likeWiie formed nearly oa the model of the Academic 
Ptanf^lfe^ except that the number of the members of the Swediih 
academy is only eighteen iailead of forty* The Swedi/h Academy , or. 

Vol. I. P as 
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as it is otherwife called, the^ E^hteen, was mftituted by Goftavus IIL 
in 1788. Ofthtsacademy.it maybe iud in genend, that in* 
ftead of feeking, it would be fought after ; inftcad of encoun^ing 
geniufcs formed by nature, its aim and oh^c€t is to. create them : 
and certainly it muft be owned that it is a nobier aCchieyement to 
make ibmething out of nothing, than to finiib a work after it is 
begun. It holds out prizes, it is true ; bat it is necei&ry to be ia 
favour with fome of the members in otdet to obtain one. Tbe 
merit of a compofition alone is not fiifficient to coAboc it fiiccefs} 
powerful recommendations and good management aad addre6 
are requited. The members of the academy know beforehand 
who is to gain the prize, becauie this is a matter that depends 00 
\herr own .will. They even lend a band to tbc £ivaurtte candi* 
datfe for the improvement of his eSky, and keep up a corre^tH 
dence with him upon the ibbfeft. It is not (6 much the judg* 
metit, as the inclination of the academy, that decides. Above all 
things, a candidate for the prize muft take good care not to drop 
a hint of the time employed on his treatiie. An author ibr whom 
the academy had deftined the firft prize, inadvertently mentioned 
in converfation that he had finilhed his eiTay in no ledger a period 
than eight days : the coniequence was, that he loil the honour he 
would otherwife have obtained. During my abode at Stockholm^ 
the prize was decreed in favour of a compofition entitled, '^ A 
*' Poem to Melpomene, or on the dramatic Art ;" containing 
"feme common place obiervations, exprefied in high founding 
terms, and praifing different thdi^rical pieces, among which there 

was 
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was not one German produ^iori fo much as mentioafid^ not even 
Emilia Galotti. I was greatly furprifod to find that not the 
fmaileft notice was taken of Lefliag^ a name that it would feem 
difficult, on the ftibjed of the d»tna, not to lecoUed with higli 
efteem. Bat afterwards the myAery came out I was informed 
that the Swedifh academicians profeiTcd a contempt for German 
literature; and that to entertam and own any refpoft for kj was^ 
the iiire vmj to incur diipbafwe. One might apply to thefe 
6wt6sB^Jag£s what Boufleani iaid to the academipiwis of Fwis — 
<^ In your own cma^nattons you give leiQRpns to and form (the taAc 
*^ of all France : but three fourths of the people of Franoe do not 
^ fo much as know of your eiiAevce*'^— ior they ^em jto he .ac<- 
tuated hy lAie &me ibrt of vanity* They flalAer tbem&)ves thaf 
their partiality will remain unofa&rMd, and their 4eci£oBS |i9U& 
current from the mere weigjht of their oanae* This is, probably 
too much the cafe ; yet I asn well afiuied^ and it re^Ae^^ ao .fqaa^l 
degree of honour on the Swodkh naluon* that pieces rn^cSke^ hf 
the academy are neverthelcft often read and appiioved of throif^r 
out the provinces. 

The members of the Swedtfli aoademy ^re, Couiit Oxenftierna^ 
mentioned among the members ef Ahe .academy of belles lottres ; 
Count Gyllenborg, meoibioAed above; Count Cl^is FJiemix^. 
Whqn' CSafi Homing took his iCeat among the Swedifli academi- 
cians^ a wag obiervedy that th^r ^mmber amounted )no.w%;to juj(): 
470. 'Mowib? It iwas ajl^od. Becaufe,. replied he;, .when a cy- 
pher is addeditofhe number 17$ the amount is :i;o. 

P 2 €• J. Leopold,, 
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C, J. Leopold, the Voltaire of Sweden. He has written man]f 
things, and all of them of great merit. His heft work is his tra- 
gedy of Oden. He is an adept in ftveral branches of Utcrature. 
In the department of belles-lettres he is a defpot, carrying his 
praife or ccnfure to the higheft extravagance, Leopold is at pre^ 
fent fecretary to his majefty, and librarian. 

Mr. Blom, a fenator of Stockholm, who obtained the fecond 
prize through the favour of Mr. Leopold. On this occaiion a 
poem was written in the Swedish language, the titk of which 
being interpreted, is, *' An Epiflle in Verfc to thofc who are am- 
'' bitious of immortal Fame.** 

Nils Sjoberg, who gained the prize of the academy leveral times. 

Nils Von Rofenftein ; Adlerbeth; andMurrberg. All three be<» 
longing to the academy of belles-lettres* 

Dr. Von Wingard, bifhop of Gothenburg. The btfliop has 

the reputation of being a very eloquent and pathetic preacher: 

liis funeral fermon on the late queen dowager, and his diicouric 

at the opening of the diet> 1 780, are ftill ipoken of with great en* 

comiums. 

Mr. Lobeth, one of the moft aiftive managers of the theatre; 
Mr. Edelkranz, author of an Elegy on the death of the queen 
dowager, mother of Guftavus III. who rewarded him with a 
place in the academy. An amateur of natural philofophy : he 
gave the plan of the telegraph in Sweden. 

Mr. Nordin, above mentioned ; Mr. Silverftdpc, who more 
than once gained the prize of the academy for doquenoe and 

poetry; 
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pocby ; Mr. RameU the rich member of the academy of belles* 
lettres^ alres^y noticed ; Mr. Lehnberg, a clergyman, who ieveral 
times gained the prize ; an imitator of the French poet Thomas — 
hij^ thoughts are unnatural and far-fetched, his flyle turgid and 
bombaftic ; Mr. Tingiladius, profeiXbr of Upfala, celebrated in the 
north for hb tranilation of the Pialms, the book of Job, and other 
poetical portions of the fcriptures ; Mr. Gyllenftolpe — ^this man 
has not written any thing; and it is commonly faid in Stockholm^ 
that it is for this reafon that the Swedilh academicians, out of 
gratitude, have admitted him into their number. 

Beiides the poets who are members either of the Swedifh acar 
demy» or that for the cultivation oi languages, antiquities^ and li* 
terary talenits in general^ there are feveral others of more celebdty,. 
or much more popular with the Swediih nation, than moft of die 
poetical academicians^ or rather academical poets. Mr. LidnerV 
poem on the death of the Countefs of Spaftara endeavouring to 
iave her child out of the flames, and that on the laft judgment, 
abound in iiiblime ideas and pathetic ientiroents. Mr. Tofild 
has written a poem on the pailions, which difplays an intimate 
acquaintance with the human mind, as well as a fine and lively 
iQiagination ; yet in my judgment it will not bear a companion 
with the ode of the £ngliih poet Collins, where the niceft obfer* 
yations on the conduO of the human heart and mind; when in a 
ilate of various emotion, are poured forth in a ftrain of the moft 
charming novel^. Though the name of Collins in his owa 
country be mentioned with reipeft and approbation, yet is his 
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fame there^ for ought that I could learn, far inferior to ^hat is 
due, and will no doubt one day be paid to his merit. Hi» poem 
on the death of Thomfon may be confidered ns the moft elegant 
piece of criticifm, and the moft feeling and tender elegy that was 
ever written by one poet on another. Cotlinsi far fuperior to that 
jealoufy and envy which tamiihes the minds of minor pecte among 
his countrymen, and firora which even Pope, that elegant ¥eitifier^ 
ts by no means exempt, iclt what he wrote, and Ihewed faimfelf 
at once a good and great mm, and a pathetic and M^lime poet. 
But X ftray from Scaitdinaria, to which I return. Mr. Torild b 
not more diiBnguiflied by liis poeticid compofitions than by his 
enthuii«fl»c admiration of Offian. All kinds of poetry ciot in 
l9be %le of OjQSan he v^AcAy de^ifes« It is aeedleia after this ob- 
servation to menti o n that his own poems are ray imach written 
in "that ftyte. Thete is notfaiiig more naftund than for a ficaodi- 
tiaa^ian to liave a firedileAioR and partiality fer Offian : the va- 
lour, the'\4rtues, and t^ ^xtenffive power md doni»on of their 
prinees l>eing celebrated in the fongs of that poet. 
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CHAPTER VIU. 

The Academy tf SckncBi at St4H;ihal$ih^The Ck^ int^which it is 
druided-^imie Remarh m the Djfirihaiou and Arrangement ^ 
the Sciences — Ahufe that prevails in admitting as Members ef lA'- 
terary Societies Perftms not properly qml^ed^—A IJfi if the Mem^ 
hers ^ the Academy of Sdemes at JStHkhohn, with* Ob/kvatiom 
on their Writings and Ut^ary Chara£ier^-^-Atademy fSciwces at 
Up/kla ; Boyal Society of Sciences and BaUes-Lettres at Gofhetk- 
bnrgh ; Society at Lnnd; and ftker Societies or Actidemiep-^Od- 
Uaim of Models and Maehmes M S$oc\hoim^D^po/iiion (f tie 
Swedes for tie Arts and S citmes Their iJ^tivutl Qmrs£kr^ 

npHE royal academy of fcttscw at StocklK^ visa £biiiMie4 m 
^ 1739* It confifts of a hundred incjEplierB that aic no^ves 
of Sweden^ and a confiderabie number of aflbciates of Ibreign na* 
tkms. Their MemoiTB are publiihcd in the Swediih laqgjia^e at 
the end of ^verj three months. A new prefident is choien hali^ 
yearly. There arc two perpetual iccretaries; no honorary or 
merely nominal and uielefs ni«;mbers. . The only funds of this fo^ 
caety are the profits arifing 6oin the monopoly of almanacks, which, 
profits amounted in the year I800 to two thouiand rix dollars. 
The obfervatory askl the cabinet of natural hiilory, with the houie 
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in which it is contained, belong to the academy. The former fu- 
perintendant of the cabinet, Mr. Sparmann, has been fet afide, 
and fucceeded by Dr. Quenzel, a young man of great induftry, 
to whom the academy are indebted fo* the new order in which 
the cabinet, that was formerly in the utmoft confuiion, is now ar- 
ranged. Dr. Cluenzel is a coniiderable prc^ieni in natural hif- 
tory, and the academy could not have made choice of a more 
proper peribn for undertaking that charge. 

Ill 1700 the academy was divided into feven different claiTes, 
and a certain number of members was affigned to each. This 
tlivifion of the fciences was indeed a ievcre trial of the abilities of 
the academicians. In order to make fuch a daibibution with 
philoibphical precifion, it would have been neceflary either to de- 
duce the genealogy of all the icienoes and corresponding arts> from 
the parental fiock of common.principles in the human mind ; or 
in ibme other way to H^re made an accurate, though gmeral 
<la(Bficatton of the various objeda of trath or knowledge. 

The great Lord Bacon formed a plan in his book De Augmentis 
Scientiamm, of all the arts and fciences of which man is capable, 
by referring them to the leading powers of the mind ; roemoiy, 
judgment, and imagination. This plan has been fcUowed almoft 
by every author that has come after him, even by the writers of 
the French Encyclopaedia. But thefe gentlemen have declared, 
with great candour and judgment, that they experienced an em- 
barraflment in the arrangement of their fubjeds, in proportion to . 
the latitude allowed of arbitrary choice ; as the di£[cftnt branches 
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of knowledge might be referred either to the beings which they 
have for their objeds, or to the different faculties of the fouL 
Difficulties attend either plan. The former involves us in an 
cndleis labyrinth, not only oi genera and J^cles, and thefe too the 
mere work of the human mind; but of individual objeds not to be 
reduced with preciiion to any clafs or mutual correfpondence.^ 
the latter implies that latitude of arbitrary choice, . which the 
French encyclopaediib have juilly remarked. 

The fcieotific academicians of Stockholm have not adopted 
dther of thefe plans, but ftrack out a new one of their own, as is 
to be perceived in the following claffification, which ieems to refl: 
principally on the royftical number ftvtn. The fitfl ckis have 
for the iubjed of their inquiries, mamomy general and mrah This 
cla& is compoied of fifteen members^ The fecond,^ confiding alio 
of fifteen members, has for its obje A, commerce and the mechanical 
arts*. The third clais, in number alio fifteen, exterior phyfics and 
natural hiftory. The fourth clafs, like wife fifteen, interior phyjict 
and natural philofophy. The fifth clafs, in number eighteen, ma^ 
thematics. The fizth clafs^ fifteen in number, medicine. The fe* 
yeath and laft cla£, confifling of twelve members, is configned to 
belles-lettres, the hiftory of the world, languagesy. and other fhidie^ 
ufeful or agieeabk* 

It is evident that the whole of this arrangement is charade* 
rized by an air of inaccuracy, whimficality and confufion. The 
lafl dafs is plainly contrived as a receptacle for the various fub- 
jeds of invefligation not provided for in- any of the former divifionsw 
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In this arrangement the fame objedls are prefentcd under different 
names, while other departments of fcience are wholly omitted* 
What is the diftin<ftion between natural hiftoiy and exterior phy- 
fics ? and between interior phyfics and experimental philofbphy ? 
Why is commerce detached from general tfconomy ? and why is 
there no mention whatever made of moral pkilofophy ? General 
oeconomy itfelf, in a compreherlfive view of things, falls under the 
head of moral philofophy. In this part of the plan there is Ibttie* 
thing extremely unphilofophical and abfurd. I do not recoiled 
an inftance of fiich glaring negkd of the rtioft important branch 
of philofophy, except one, namely, that in a famous urtiverfity of 
England the JckoJa philo/ophi/e moralh is apprtopriited to the ibid 
purpofe of lodging the Arundelian matbles, and other fculpbiies 
and ftatues. Finally, why fct apart ohe clals of the acaddmidan^ 
for the improvement of hiftory and the belles-lettres, wbefn thctt 
was alrfeady an academy devoted to thbfc particular ptirpolesi 
and when the dbjcft implied in the title of the acaden^y is not li- 
terature biit fcience ? It has been remarket) that the grahdeft 
ftrokes of policy have beeh ftruck, and the moft beneficial im^^ 
provements in political affairs effeded by the counfels ahd ma*- 
nagement not of diplomatifts and lawjrers, or profeffional ihcn of 
any kind, but by men of the world, general fcholars, arid what arc 
commonly called liberally educated gentlemen. In the fame way 
men of liberal and unbiaffed minds might aflbrd better advice fot 
regulating learned focieties, fchools, and univerfities, than pro*- 
^und fcholars, whofc views are narrowed by the influence of pe-? 
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(dantry, Thefe never think of changing their own forms : nature, 
they fancy, and the courie of human affairs ought to bend to 
ihl^ir foriQS and iofiitutions ; and they would deem it below their 
dignity to il4>n^it their eftablifhed notioxis to experiment and ob- 
fervation. The pl^n of d^e national inj3:itute of France is too li- 
beral, com^ehen^ve and grand^ to be the work of fchoolmen. 

The diyiiipns of icienoe and iciei^tifical purfuits in the academy 
fit Stockholm appear to have been made with a view to give ge- 
neral fatisfa&ion, and to open a door for the reception of all men 
who ihpujd be of coniequence enough to add luftre to the fociety 
by their rank, or fiph enough to bribe, or .^lean ei^ough to gain 
. the ra^emiTerg by flaitteries. The^re is not a gentleman of landed 
diate whp may Aot become a jgr^^mber of the firft clafs, nor a 
merchant fvhohas not very plauilble pretentions to be chofen int^ 
thefeccM3fdj eyexy ei^tofnologii): and pipithologift, every coUedor 
G£6ihf^ or ntHc&B, may belong to the third or fourth clafi* By 
various divjiions and fubdiviiions of the department of mathema^ 
tics^ any clerk or fimpje arithmetician^ any conftrudor of triangles 
jot compiler of almanacks^ might have been introduced into the 
ix&h (dfSs, if lius abufe had not bc^en reiiftetd by Mr. Melander- 
hielm and other gentkpien of true philoibphical diiciimi^iation^ 
Thus the ieventh clais is opcji to every compofer of ballads, novels, 
madrigals, V0€;9ib\^lariei avd granunaw^ The great number which 
compose tjbis academy has been made the fubje^ of much boaii 
in Sweden. It lhou|d however be confidered that the more co- 
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pious the number of acadetxiiciam, the more the chance and f>ro- 
bability is increafed of their admitting improper peribns for their 
eflbciates. Weak and ignorant men, once received, are as proud 
(and generally more ib) of the tide of academici^s as men who, 
by their talents and abilities, have' lifeh to that honour; and 
while they contribute nothing to the ftock of knowledge, they 
peirplex atid corifourtd, by the capricibufhefi of their votes, the beft 
laid plans for its enlargement.' The tiumbci* of otoe Mitidreil is 
much tdo^ciifoT a"t<rahtry'ih Which IRerature ftnd^ftienceliaVe 
xiiad^ but a'Vbiy limited progrcfi; If there were only fifty ading 
mcrial^iiii'^teS^ififfy feohorary, thkt is mtittlbers wtthout ydfedUn the 
atfaii^^flie acadethy, there would be lefs room f6v ihtfigoe and 
faiSidii; their pteceidiA^ ivbuld be more phil6fo{^icri, imd Adr 
induftry ^rcteivea^iappief direftiori. At'prdeht'^fc toiifidetlifate 
pbttiotl^of'thttf'fdJoWjCbnfiifebf young tnOti without a ftiffi§t«Eit 
acqiialhtattce^ with literdtriri sttiA fbietioc for f&ppbrting tite' tta Aie 
of academicians. ' Fdr the dcqmttment of this tifle *nd£hing more 
is requifiite, than to be rich and to make prcfiftote tb the acadt^my. 
Thiis I know that gentleilnch have bedn choftn whofc cKily pre- 
tcnfitott was^^iat ^f tieihg called a banker, 01? ihifjieaor of the 
miiles. I wtls' acqUkinted wWi ibmc young men, the fons of 
jnetilbersjnbt- deficient in literature, but aboundittig aWb in wealthy 
who wfeffe ele^d merely for the imerits of their fathers. Others 
have cortie under my obfeiH^fek>n> who, having made a voyage to 
^tavia^ .and fc^t home ibnie bij:ds and other produdions of that 
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ifland, as a preicnt to the cabinet of natural hiAoiy, were on that 
account made academicians* Phyiicians in the iiland of St. Bar- 
thelemi have been rewarded for fimilar ferrices in the fame man« 
ner : even poft-mafters have been complimented with the title of 
member, merely to enfure the fafe conveyance of letters and 
parcels. Such are the fopperies and abfiirdities that have been 
committed in Sweden by a ibciety of philofbphers ! The name 
-of vadcmiciaa^ or fellow of akamed ibciety^ ought not tor be 
befiowed upon any ^^thcr qufdification or charaf^er than that 
of a man of letters. But theie qualities are not fitt^ched to rank 
and fortuflue, or oth«r ^dysntages ; nor can they jl^ ,ciiqa:ted by^the 
diploma <>f an academy. It is therefore ridiculous fuul ii|coiifi%qt 
wiitl^: goad ^nie to place men in fi|tuati<His.£br which they are 
not fit. Let the academics found, orders, ^^ gtant pq,,ihpx f^- 
' YOttritfA orofles .or ,mjfi other particular. yWf^ 9f . dii^^p ; ^l 
theie may be ioiMcent :. but fhfj ihquld, x^t pretend|t,by,^^agic 
of their eleSion^.to make phik>ibpbiers .of ^eji irv^ho^perh^ps l^ga^rce 
underiland the mcacuog of ii)e,ie3C|W'i^& . . j 

Intrigue^ cabal, and envy of ^eal. n)cd,t,Nl;be little vipcs of fomie 
academies and learned fociettes^ have an unavoidable tendency to 
ezpoic them to. the attacks of wit apd ridicule. . The farcaftical 
epigrams to which the ignwance and dulneft;<)f individual acade« 
micians have given birth in difiiurent countiFies, would form an 
excellent jeft-book, and be mow generally and indeed more juftly 
admired than a great part of their memoirs or tranfadions. All 
the world knows the epitaph on Pirron : 

'*Ci 
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" Ci git Firron qui nc f At ricn, 
^ Pas mSme acadcmiden."* 

The following is a lift of the academy of fciences at Stockholm^ 
in 1799- 

CLASS I. 

(Economy general and mrci. 

Mr. Kund>erg, known as the author of feveral pieces writtect 
on the ihbjeft of public affaiis duiing the iitttiigs of the diets o^ 
parliaments. 

Dr. Schulzenhielm^ a phyfician^ one <^ the beft financiers in 
Sweden. 

Mr. Liliencratttz^ formerty a fenator^ a good financier. It wa» 
by his advice tftiat the rix dollar was raided firooi the value of nine 
to that of eighteen dollars* He was alio tjie projedtor of the new 
fcheme adopted by government for the diftillation of brandy, h^ 
which .the privilege of distilling was taken from the Swediib 
people, and became a nK>nopoly at the diipo&l of the crown. By 
thefe regulations individuals were obliged either to redeem the 
right of diftilling their own grain by a fiim ^i money, or to pay 
for their fpirits double the ufual price. The intercft of the king 
was thus placed in dire^ oppofition to that of the nation. At the 
fame time that the price of brandy was io much raifcd, and far- 
ther advances v^re ftill threatened, the farmers were deprived of 

♦ Here lies Pirron, who was. nothings 
Not even an academician, 
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the draff, or grains, which had been of great benefit to them in 
the feeding of their cattle. Such an innovation was as bold and 
ra(h an experiment in Sweden, as the fuppreflion of religious (hows 
and proceilions would have been at Rome or Naples. A general 
infurre6lion was apprehended, and the odicnis monopoly was aban- 
doned. It was faid by the beft humoured among the Swedes, 
«ven when the popular indignation and rage againi): Mr. Lilien-. 
^n&tE were moft fervent, that he was juftly and fufiiciehtly pu- 
ftiihtid for his mercilefs attacks on braady by h oertain domeftic in-, 
temperate ufe of that ^* precious banc." Liliencrantz has the rc-^ 
putation of l>eing an honeft man^ and an upright magifbate. 

Mr. Ugla, a coUeiEfcor of manufcripts and icarce books, of which 
he makes prefents to the academy. 

*Mf . Hellcnitts, profeflbr of Abo. He has attended with great 
diligence to the effeds produced by intermixing the breed of dif«- 
ferent ipecies of animals. 

Mr. Grasve Ehrensverd, who has publiihed an account, of his 
travels in Italy, written in a iixange manner: his ideas are ex- 
prefifed in a myftical way, and as it w^re by hieroglyphics. Ht 
is an excellent draughtfinant and is particularly happy in carica- 
tures. When admiral-general at Carlfcrona, he was wont to 
draw caricatures of every one who came to vifit him. 

Mr. Dubb, a phyficianat Gothenburg, and author of a phyfico- 
oeconomical journal, which is much efteemed. 

To the firft clafs are alfo afExed the names of Count Bunge, 
Mr. Baron'Rappe, and Mr. Dablberg. 

CLASS 
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CLASS 11. 

Commerce, and Mechanical Arts, or Handicrafts. 

Baron Hermelin« The baron has made feveral journies^ and 
at his own expence caufed geographical maps to be drawn of dif<^ 
ferent portions of the Swediih dominions. He entertains fomc 
ideas and projeds for cultivating and peopling Lapkhd. At pre*^ 
fent he b employed in writmg a de£::ription of that country^ and 
ks minendogical produdions. More of this worthy axid zealous 
patriot hereafter. 

Baron Ahlftromer^ who has brought fheep itom Spain for im^ 
proving the breed of thofe ufeful animals in Swedeni» 

Mr. Arfyedfon^ a rich merchant. 

Mr. Gejer, a rainetalogift, who has puUilhed fevtrid memoirs 
on lead mines difcorered in Scaiiia. He has fet up a manuikQray 
of porcelain of an improved quality^ which has been very iuc^ 
ceisful. 

Mr. Swabi a bergmaftare, or iuperintendant of mines^ and a 
good pra&ical mineralogift. 

^ Baron de Geer, a very rich man^ and fon of the celebrated 
Charles de Geer^ who wrote a treatife on the hiftoiy <^ in&ds^ 
publiihed in tcyea volumes. 

Mr. Lsndbom, author of a paper on the vindfpet or windlaik 

Mr. Gamej, author of a work highly efteemed on fouo^erics of 
iron in Swediih Mafnuijlere. 

To the lecond clafs alfo belong Mr. Bemdflon, and Mr. Bladh^ 
a phyficiam 
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CLASS III. 

Exterior Phyjics, and Natural Hiflory. 

Mr, Lidbcck, a profeflbr at Lund. Having arrived at a very 
great age^ be bas now loft the recoUe&km of the little knowledge 
of natural hiilor}( that he once poflefled. 

Mr. Ofbecki the oldeft naturalifft living, and known in the 
learned world bj his Journey in Ckina^ which has been tnmfiated 
into dtfibcnt languagesp 

Mr* Thunberg, niorc advanCageouily known to the wof W by 
his botanical dcj^baptiom of erica, profea, gardena^.gIfHlioiu3> Hc^ 
than by his Travtrk to Japan^ in which his tnt&t^ ob&rv^ions 
ieenr to keep pace with the tnequalily and incorrcdnefi o^bis 
ft}d^« H9.is now b ecame a farmer; mA beifsg,ftt the faciei ^jj^e 
tJioibcoeflbr of Lixmaras m the wirrerfity of Up&Ia^ he, ^ ti|k^ 
Xip .with too matrf objcfls and branches of natural Irtfloiy to be 
great in any of tbenx. His kft produ Aions are very inferior^ and 
bear the marks of ha{{e and ncj^igence, . 

Mr. Sparrman, a pftyfician, anrf one of the rlluBDineesi^ or jwipils 
of Mefincr. Ifis natwe is fometimcs joinctl to that of Caj^in 
Cqok, the &mou» citcumnavij^tor, thoii^ he had nq cpnn^ction 
with bkiA, except that he failed in the feme flnp, Mr. $|pt||rrpyax^ 
has made, himfclf known to tlie world by his^ Travels in A^ca> 
which k bitt a poor wwft. Befides thi^ he has puMiih^if fome 
other books and treatifes, whicb db not entitle hinr to 2t rttj high 
rank in the repubUe of letters. It feems that from diftppoint- 
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ment he has given up his literary labours, and turned his attention 
to another occupation, by which he may perhaps render himfelf 
more uieful : this is a manufactory for making and printipg |inen 
cloth. I have noticed above that the mufeum of the academy 
was formerly entrufted to his care, but that he has been Suc- 
ceeded in that office by Dr. QuenzeL 

Mr, Retzius, a profcflbr in the univcrfity of Lund. He has 
publiihed a fyftem of mineralogy, by which he has acquired fqme 
reputation, though it is faid to be founded chiefly on compilation. 
In the preface to this book he' acknowledges that he is not inti- 
mately converfant with the iyilem of Lavoifir. 

Mr. Odman, a clergyman^ and profcflbr at Upfala, well verfed 
in geography, and editor of diflerent voyages and travels. He is 
the author of a treatife intended to explain ieveral paflages in the 
iacred fcriptures by the aid of natural hiflory. He is accounted 
an excellent philologifl:, as well as a good naturalifl; : he is prOf 
foundly flcilled in Hebrew and Arabic : he is an an universal 
fcholar, and his name is famous throughout all Sweden. Being 
oppreued with melancholy, he never fl:irs from his chamber. One 
day, being fl;rongly afflicted with this indiipofltion> he ient to one 
of his friends to borrow ibme books of any ibrt to amuie him : 
his friend, knowing liis tafte^ ient him a chefl: full of voyages and 
travels* He is particularly noted for a comprehenflve and tena- 
cious memory, and by means of this and his great reading he has 
acquired a more accurate knowledge of many remote parts of the 
globe than thofe who have actually travelled in them. He forms 
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in hrs mind an abridgment of all the books he reads ; and is, in 
ihort, a living encyclopaedia, 

Mr, Von Carlibn, who has a cabinet of natural hlftory, which 
contains a great collection of ftufFed birds. -He is very conver- 
fant in ornithology. He has bequeathed by will his collection to 
the academy^ and it is on this ground that he was Qhoi]bp a 
member., 

Mr. Homftedt, who has made a voyage to Batavia^ and thence 
imported ibitne natural curioiities. 

Mr* Swartz, juftly celebrated throughout all Europe as a diftin- 
guiihed botanift. He excels particularly in the clafs of crypto- 
gamia. To his literary merits he adds the advantage of obliging 
manners, and of a communicative and generous diipofition. 

Mr. Fahlberg, phyfician to the Swedifli Settlement in St. Bar- 
thelemi, from whence he fent fpecimens of natural productions to 

the academy at Stockholm. 

» *• 

Mr. Paykull. He is the author of a verfion of Anacreon fix>m' 
the French tranflation^ for he does hot underiland the original 
Greek. He has alfb publiflied ibme theatrical pieces^ viz. Odenf* 
warntian^ Virginia and Domuld, which are not thought by any 
one to be above, and by fcmie rather below, mediocrity. The 
work entitled Fauna Sueiua is not fuppofed to be entirely his own 
compofition. 

Mr. Afzelius, lately returned from Sierra-Lcone, in Africa, where 
he rcfided for the fpace of four or five years : he there was the 
proprietor of a fmall piece of ground, from which he was driven 
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into circumftanccs of great diftrcfs, by tbat exterminating rage 
which prevailed at that time between the French and the Eng- 
lifli. He collefted objcds of natural hiftory in that country ; 
and is going to publifh a Fauna and Flora Quimenfis. He is alio 
a proficient in oriental languages. 

Mr Acharius^ who has publifhed fbme tra^s on the moifes and 
lichens, under the title of Lichenographia ; in which work he \% 
indebted to the affiflance of Mr. iSwartz. 

Mr. Norberg ; this gentleman has travelled a great deal in Ruf^ 
£a, and is eftcemed a very ingenious and ikilful mechanic. He 
has made feveral improvements in the fteam engine, and given 
other proofs of mechanical invention. 

CLASS IV. 
Interior Phy/ks^ and ExperimenUd Phihfophj. 

Mr. Von Engeftrom, already noticed in the academy of bdles- 
kttfes. 

Mr. J. G. Gahn> of Fahlim : he is an excellent metaiiur^ft^ 
and acquainted with all the prindpal expdiments in metallurgy, 
as well as with books on that fubjedt in different languages^ He 
is the moift engaging and interefting gentleman in Fahlun^ on 
account both of his general knowledge and his polite and ele« 
gant hofpitality. 

Mr. Hielm^ a chemift blindly devoted to the jyftem of Berg- 
mann. 

Baron Von Gedda^ fiirmaly an accurate experimenter; but he 

has 
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has lived till he has become very aged^ till he has loft his fight t 
and what b more mortifying — his fame» 

Mr- J. Gadolin, a very good chcmift, and author of a treatiic 
on the elements of chemiftry. 

Mr. Julin, an apothecary ; his tdmiffion into the academy was 
the reward of his meteorological obfervations at Ull&borg^ which 
were made with great diligence and accuracy : he is a good and 
aAive coUeAor in natural hiftoty. 

Mr. Brolingy who has been in England for the purpoie of fee- 
ing the mines^ and becoming acquainted Tf ith the methods which 
are ufed in that country of working them : he pafles in Swedea 
for the inventor of a flexible catheter^ made of elaftie gum ; and 
alio of a fblution of iron for ftamping names or any othet mark 
on linen cloth, without injuring it. He imported from England 
the fecret of pufverifing Peruvian bark and other fubftances ; od. 
which account it is believed he was forced to quit that country. 

Mr. Edelcrantz^ already noticed in the Swedilh academy ; he 
is a kind of butt to both academics* Gt^vus III. called him 
Lyrm-krantz ; but the iccrctary of ftatc* Schroderheim, obferved^ 
that he ought to be called Mufen-lrantz^ which in Swedifh im<- 
plies a rifible double Signification:. 

Mr^ Sioften> a young man^ as well in years as in the iludy of. 
phyfics ; he has tranflated inta the Swedifli tongue Cavallo'a 
Theory of Eledricity. 

CLASS 



.rax .. n :...,>: . f^^j^'^^ y ' V -• ■.• .- , • : 

r>:u., n ^M^ff^'^^pfical Sciences. . . .- >. 

Hi Mr^CJadoU»i bifliopof Abo* • i y. 

Mr»>Fern£r/ already Aoticed in the academy of bdles^lftttes'*. ^ 

Mr< M0l9iiaderhi^lmf; be baa written a book on aftrcnoiDy* in 
two volumf^s Q^SUvQ ; a ^^onrfe pf matheoiajtic^i ki ft^teral^TolumAfi: 
inot yet printed ; commentaries on tbe theory of the tmkon^) aii4 
ibveral papers in the aSis of the academy. As a mathepeiatiD)aiti; 
h«:IvH>th^ ^Ti^uoil^4u>nfnttkxa9tt calcukttar^ mid ptofciukid 
2l99qieCripian« . .]^i^g(nanoer^ aife.mwked by uiutmifiMmii dogcM 
O^0)l^ei3 9<id ai^i^reot ii^d^erpnce. i ,, ; 

, , ]^. 9f ^bapmiHV known as the author of experiments oa l^e 
^ftvif^ . <)f flui4^ /pnnt94 among. J^e mcmpin of the a^^demy.^ 
t{eii$rpoi|firleK^l>9)i «be^eaj^(l l^avajl arcbite^L in S^ed^^..: 
. , M& I\lani|ian> QpJ^ratyd. fc^an ob^rvfitioi^ taken at Cayana> 
borgy c^.the tranfit ^ the planet Merciiry oyer the &n ; which 
obiervaticHV in conjw^Uon.ivitb that of Dela Cailk, tat the Cap§ 
of Good Hopcj form the baiis fc^ the n^enfuratim of diptcinfipn M 
the lyllem of the worjd. , . 

Mn Profperin, celebrated on account of his e^cteniive tabl^..^ 
the difiances of comets^ aivsl ievf fa} me;moirs publiibed in the ^&1^ 
of the academy on th$ ^^c^l^c^. . : >. ' 

Mr. Lejonmark, autb^ qf.feveral memoirs .on the conftru^on 
of equations of the third ^aqd fourth degree* Not a man of ge*T 

nius 
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nlus or invention, but well acqijai^ted with chemiftry and imne> 
ralogy. He is hergrat, or counfellor of the college of miners. 

Mr. Nicander, compiler of the Swedifh' almanacks. 

Mr. Landerbeck, author, as I beUeve, of ^at paper pubRfhedin 
the tratiiaaionb of 1ft« rt^al Ibdety of Lomddttl " D« Metbodo 
'*«iaTeineiidi!Ciirvfls' c!x ddti& »&dio#utti Ofcali ^i^^eisitfhus." 
Wheh>hdttva»fiiApr<^fed M'^'tnetMie^by Feftier, hie ivas iee- 
jei{);edq<'4Nit oil his. producing «» letter of recommendattoii frotfi 
Eaglandv as'isfaidi 'he -was admitted, • ■ ■ • • 

iMft^No^dmark/^foemerlypfoftffof of mathdmatt^ at Otfefl^ 
wald« ; • nmr pnrfcrf&t tt Aa«itfal>philoibphjr atl^pfala/ < Hi is the 
author of ieveral memoirs pnblifhed amdtig~tlidriMS»of 'f!ie'teac» 
demy, and oC one publi(hed<latdy under thrf titW df "^ Li»niiue in 
*y^o^mitA ^opdtfMoxUti £iidid«t «tUHiddv«t^; ' e!ipreti«p,*^ M 
which he uft^rirtaftei t6 'obirittt the objeCfioib of ©r. Bobek 
Simf(»i> pr(^c(br fe'^e univerfity bf'Ofdfgot^, to Hie iffith land 
feventh dtSnitton^ in the fifth' bode df SucM ;*' dnd in' whieh' he 
has clearly '{hewn that Euclid**' rtirthbd'of tt«rftiiig: piopoitioins is 
ilri^y hiMhehlatical. He is one of'tfie mc^ leanied and' en- 
lightened men in the liniverfity of Upfala : he is not only ac- 
quunted with the modem knguagesv and with Greek! and Latin^ 
but is' alfi)*'gh!«^r6fitetent' in Hebrew, Arabic, and'^^&c/ 

Mr. Lidtgren, aftronomicar obflrrver tit Liind. ' 
- 'Mr; '*Schulteny pr(^eflbr in the military fchool at Carlbcrg: 
he- has made hydro^phical* charts of the giilph of Bothnia ; and 

* See iSmfon's Elements of Euclid. 

publiihed^ 
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publifhed^ for the ufe of )u$ pupils^ cleoients cf aftronomy and 
mechanics* 

Mr. Nordwalli one of the beil mechanics in Sweden. It was 
under the diredion of NordwaU that the famous canal of Trol* 
hatta was completed* He is now engaged in the continuation of 
a work, called in Swcdilh Bergv^ks Lexken, u c. a didionary on 
xmtics and mineralogy : it was begun by Mr. Renman, who wrote 
a hiftory of Sweden, wbidh is well known in the literature of 
that country. 

Mr. Swamborg^ 6ccctasy to the academy^ a aatrve of Tomea. 
He is a profound mathemattidan and aftocnMrnet i a man of ex.- 
Iscnfive gcnwal knowledge^ toA a troe pdbU^fophci. He has been 
lately AxA into. Lapland tasTeri^ the ob&f Viitiona of Mawpertuis, 
and 18 at this mcmeriAMD^ojnds tpgethec wdth other tnathema- 
ticiani , in repeatsng the obftrvttionsi made by the French acau* 
4lemician3t which were £ifp«i£|edl of inacoua^. 

To die fame cla& likewise belpog Mr^ Polheimer, a good mo- 
chanie ; Mr. Tegmanj. and Mr. Bouck. 

CLASS VL 

Medicine. 

Mr. af Acody efteemed the beft* fin^gcym m Sweden. Hb is a 
man of great merit ; but it is to be itigretted tiiat he has aemMned 
wholly ignorant of the diicoreties that have been made in phjfiio- 
logy during the laft tea years^ in other* pacts of £un:ype. The 
confequence of this is, that he b devoted to his own fyilem^ and 

will 
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i^ill admit no alteration and improvement. He is a good ope- 
rator. 

Mr. Schultzencrantz^ a very old\man> was in his day an excel- 
lent accoucheur. 

Mr. Wahlbom^ a naturalift. 
r Mr.'Odhelius ; inezti^eme old age, he has not only fund ved 
his reputation as an operator in difeafes of the eyes^ but almoft all 
rccdlledibn of his exiftencc. 

. Mr. Blbm^ already mentioned in the Swediih academy ; he is 
one of the fuperintendants of the mines at FaUun. 
' Mr. Acrd^ junior^ nephew to the olda AcreU &nd as dtftin- 
guiihed in his profeifion. This young man gave indications of a 
yigorotts and inventive mind, and much was expeded irom the 
progrefs of years and experience. But a ftroke of apoplexy in the 
head has obliged him to retire from bufinefs, and to abandon his 
ftudies. 

Mr. Murray^ a great uiatomift^ and profeflbr of anatomy at 
Upfala : he has written a number of papers in the memoirs of the 
academy of fciences at Stockholm, as well as in thoie of the 
royal £)ciety at Upfala. He is poflefled of an extmordinary fund 
of knowledge, and noted for his ardent zeal to communicate his 
ikill and fcience to his pupils. 

K&. Hagftrom, a iurgeon and phyiidan at Stockholm : the 
beft accoucheur ^ after Sdmltzencrantz* He is accounted a more 
learned man than the latter. 

Vol. L S Mr. 
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Mr. Weftring, a phyiician at Norkoping. He has publiihed 
fome interefting obfervations on the ufc that may be made of 
Kchcna in the pr(xlu€Kon of vanons coloutt, 

Mr. H* Gahn, a phyfician, ivho is at the head of his pcofeffion 
in Sweden in refpcft of the theory of phyfic. He is attentive to 
every new experiment^ ^xkoi^ry, and improvement and Jkeeps 
pace with the progrefs erf* feience. 

Mr, Noezen^ a phyiician at Upiala> who empkys his ieiftat 
hours in the ftisdy of natural hiftaiy. Ke has giimi « dc^iption 
of fbme infedsi 

Mr. Tengmalffl^ a phyfictan at Wefleraas^ and acoowited the 
beft praditioner in the provxncesr He has fumilhed two very 
good papers in the memoirs of ihc academy^ one on Swecfiilt 
birds^ and another en » woman who bced m mimbcr of flies iii^ 
her noic« 

CLASS VIL 

B^lu-LrtUti, Umwr/al I^oty, Wft^y^ ^ UursOurg and iftAn 
StudUssufrftd,9r4fgueahJe^ 

Mr. Schonberg, already noticed in Ac academy of belles*^lettitsi 
'Mr. Li^cftrftle, a poet. 

Mr. Gerfve, Coimt Sparre. See academy of belles^Iettrw. 
Mr. Aldbreth^ a member of the two foregoing academies. 
Mr. Von Rofenftten^ before mentioned in the Swedi& academy. 
Mr. Franc, a poft-mafter. 

Baron 



THROUGH SWEDEN. 131 

Baron Rcnterholm> famous on account of the influence he ppf- 
ieflcd in the dircdion of public affairs during the regency. I 
know not that he has cultivated any branch of literature. 

Mr. Boienbaidi a devotee, and thought to be one of the illiv 
ininati. 

Mr. Silverftolpe* See Swediih academy. 

Mr. Ekel : the beft chemift in Sweden^ 

In this academy we aUb find diie names of Mr. Zetzd/ Lageif^ 
ketm, Oifireibom» Schult2enheim» and Boiehhanc^ 

Befides the literaiy academies^ of which I have given an ac^ 
count in the foregoing pages, there are fbme others in Sweden, viz; 

1. The royai academy of iaences at Upfald, whofe tranfadioiiB 
are written in Latin. 

2. The royal fbciety for the cultivation of fciences and belles- 
lettres at Gothenburg, which has publifhed fbme memoirs. 

3. The royal phyfiographical fociety, which was inflituted at 
liund in 1770, and incorporated by the king in 1778« The pa- 
pers, which this fociety has given to the world, relate only to the 
natural hiflory, chemifby, and agriculture of the province of Skane 
or Scania. 

4. The fbciety of belles*lettres, natural hiflory, and rural oaco-. 
nomy at Carifbdt. 

5. The academy of belles-lettres at Abo. 

6. The Finkmdifh fociety fyr rural osconomy. 

7. The patriotic and agricultural fbciety of Stockholm. 

8. The academy for painting and fculpture at Stockholm. 

S 2 0. The 
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9. The focicty for tkc inftrudion of fcQow-citizens at Stock- 
holm.*^ 

The academy of fciences hold their meetings in the Obfcrva- 
tory, i^hich is a lofty and beautiful edifice^ fitviated on an eminence 
at the extremity of the city, and fumiflied with a great number 
of excellent aftronomical isiftruments of all forts. There is no- 
thbig by which the genius of the Swedes is more diftinguifhcd, 
than a happy turn for mechanical improvement, which is called 
forth and encouraged by their mines. It was by means of inSbcu^ 
mentsmade at Stockholm, that the Swedifli aftrohomcr» detcded 
ceiftain inaccuracies in the obfervations made by Maupcrtois. 
There is at Stockholm, in an ancient palace where the courts of 

* Oa the fubject of the actual ftate of literature in Swed/en I oi^Jit to take 
notice of men of letters, of diftihguiihed tafents and accomplilhmentSy who are 
neither members of academies, nor proftflbrs in tmirerfities. Perhqii I ongiit 
alio to mention ftrangers. who, firom the circumftance of being eftahliihed in 
fome of the public offices at Stockholm, have an opportunity of contributing 
either directly or indirectly to the advancement of literature and fcience. Bat 
iiich perfons, retired from the pomp and parade of learoiag, have a f%ht to be 
protected under the Ihadt of their philofophical retreat. As they are not ambi- 
tious of public praife, fe neither ought tKey to b^ dragged forth into publfc cri- 
ticifm and cenfure. I cannot, however, avoid naming Mr. Catteau, a miaifier 
of the calviniftic perfuafion at Stockholm, author of a book called Tableau de la 
Suede, a Picture or a View of Sweden, which has been tranllated into Englifh. 
Mr. Catteau has a true and genuine tafte aad turn for literature. Avoiding the 
noife of an oftentatious though lazy fociety, he divides his time and his cares 
between his parochial duties and his ftudies, and has been employed for thefe 
laft years in fiatillical enquiries concerning Denmark and Sweden. His work 
will be the moft complete that we have of the kind, and will ferve as a model 
in that fpecies of compofition. It was printing at Parisy and one volume of it bad 
appeared when tliis was wiitten* 

juftice 
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juftice are now held, near the church of Riderfholm, a cabinet of 
modelsy or repofitory of machines, the moil complete colledion 
of the kind that I have ever ieen or heard of The models re« 
late either to new inventions, or to improvements in machmer}^^ 
they are kept in a ipacious room, and arranged in a very proper 
and elegant manner. Among, the models for rural oeconomy you 
obicrve different kinds of. mills, inftnunents for lowing grain, for 
ftearing or catting, aad gathering the crop, wid al£> for threfhing 
it ; hydraulic machineB, ilx)ves ufed in the mihes^ and* puinps^ 
«rith their appaaratoa and. mode of working them. It may feem 
ictreely. credible, .fivfo almoft miraculous, yet it is nevertheleis 
troe, that the Swedes h^e invented a mechanical overfeer, one 
who performs motefiiithfully, diligently,^ indefatigably, accurately, 
flEnd more equitably to both parties, the empl<^ers arid employed; 
the duties of fuperintendant of workmen. A confiderable part 
of the labour in the mines confifts iii working the pumps, there- 
fore a dock has been invented ibr marking the number of ftrokes 
given by the pumpers ; hence the preciie proportion of work they 
have performed is eafily afcertained.. Here too are models of 
light- honies, atid various niethods of making itgnals to navigators ^ 
a chair in which a peribn may conveniently move himfclf froni 
one place to another; an inftrument which (hews the line of di<* 
redion taken by a ball when difcharged Grom a cannon or mortar:- 
but it would be endkfs to enumerate all the ingenious contrivances 
that may be furveyed in this curious depofitory. They arc many 
of them the works of the celebrated engineer and mechanic Fob- 

theim^ 
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theim. This cabinet i$ opicn .to the infpedion of every body ; but 
if you wiih to fee it alone^ or without being intemipted by a 
crowd rofipedators^ a gratuity of about an Engtifk fluHing given 
to the door-keeper will procure you this favour. My in^iediott 
influenced mc to renuuic, that many mechanical imxntiom and 
improvements, whidi aie produced to the£n^iih nation as new, 
^ay be found to have origioaled in Germany^ and to have been 
previouily known in Sweden. This fliouM put the people ojf 
En^ai^d upon their guard not to betray their ignorance in ^ving 
appiobation and patronise to things that isre iionowed &om other 
nations, and held out to them as iaventiom. That favoured 
country pofleiles £> much original gentm, and hw been tiie £sMm^ 
tain of fo much .exceUoicf, that it is vain, fbolifli and {vq^atinom 
in i^ inhabitants |o plume themiehres xin mcchaniad no^Itief 
firi^ brought to light in other nations. 

Althoi^h it muft be confefTed, that the Swediih acadenxies art 
not altogether formed on plans that ftand the teft of philoib|rfii^ 
fcmtiny, yet it cannqt be denied that ^lere ia notwitfaftanding 19 
Sweden, and even in the academies, much genius and ioduftry 
direded to ufeful purpofei, and prodndive of the beft fruits. 
The original intenticoi of ehofe inftitutions certainly was goo<^ 
though they were afterwards p^verted and abuied; fcr when 
men meet and converie freely together, they have an opportunity 
of comparing their ideas, of confirming their opiniom when 
right by the obfervations of others, or correAing them when 
3»rrong by their criticifms, Dififerent notions aie iterted by dif- 
ferent 
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kf&tut people on tiie &me f»bje6^, wkich iingly migKt be of little 
vie ; but whea cdkded and concaitrated taay lead to importast 
con&qucAceft : hence enquines are fet on foot> analogies are dif-« 
eofvtPtdy tbeofies formed^ and £nence is odarged. Befides this, 
it 16 of great adyanti^ for individttals t6 be ibmetimes interrupted 
In the monotonous train of their own ideas^ and to have them ia*- 
Ikmnm^lod and varied by the coneeption** of others. This ads 
"^ vpoa the miod as % fUiautlus, aad pMd«oea vigour and acutene& ; 
nnheifeaa a dull inifefinity flackena its efForts. On the fubj^ of 
Kferary Ibcktiey it SMiy be farther ob&rved, that thefe is^ in every 
bttOMn cfOftture a de£re to be tega^ed by his &ilow-men witb 
•Ewapkecncy and K^eftt and a; piopcnfity to invite thtf i^mpadiy 
ol OOP neighbomlB with Mir emotaona oi^admiratimiy irDndkr, fw^ 
prtaie^ aitod amHkm^ Hence the advantaf^ of petfeffiikg a re^ct^ 
able and GODjgenialF drck, ready to attend to our difeb veriest and^ 
kicubratioiis^ is^a po^tvdrfnl incitement to inquiry of various kihds^ 
koA to ccmfiant md accurate oUervatiAn ; axtd the vreigkt of fiudy 
is r^ievod by fbcial dd^hL. But the advantages of fiich fodcttea- 
are not conftied to cntertainoMnt, or t& pleasure mined with in* 
ftrudaon. They likewiik hefB^e a ha|^ monii tSkA: they ab-^ 
fltraA men of leiliue fionb fotvoliow 00 peniicious amuiemeats ; 
they fcnrtify every humane ientiment, every virtuous purpofe^ and 
every laudable purfuit. Such is the natural tendency of literary 
ibcteties drawn together^ as they at fiiA commonly are, by private 
friendfhip^ limilarity of Icntiments, and a genuine defireof infor- 
mation and improvement; and' it i» commonly in their firilftagea 

that 
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that they are jooft fiounlhing. Wiicn th^ are more and more 
extended, wiien numbers of ibangers are introduced, when they 
are honoured with public celebrity, and the countenance and in- 
te/ferenoe of kings and princes, iimplicity and Uncentf of inten- 
tion, mutual goodnefe, and « love of truth, are exchanged for Ta- 
ni^, pomp, ^and fa^on. 

There is, perhaps, no country in £urq|>e where inftrudion is fo 
univeffally diffuied among die very loweft of the people as in 
Sweden, except Iceland, Scotland,^ and die late fmall repuUic of 
Geneva* All the pec^ in towna^ villages, and hamlets, wjithout 
exception, ase tau^t to read. It was«ot widiout reafim, there- 
fore, that Guftavus Ul. who kept a watchful eye <m every event 
that might influence the ftate of ibeiety, interdided all mention 
in the Swediih journals of a French revolution, ^ther good or bad. 
He wilhed the people not onl^*^ to be prevented from thinking of it, 
and reaibning about it; but as much as poffible to be kept in the 
dark as to its .very exiftence. The efFe£b to be defired or dreaded 
in any country from the produdions of the prefs, are, no doubt, 
in proportion to the degree and extent of education which thd 
people at large have received. It does not follow, from the cir- 
pumftance of the Swedes being all taught to read, and attached to 

* In Scotland I find there is fc^rcely any perfon, no not even a beggar, who 
cannot both read and write ; nor any in Iceland who cannot read, write, and caft 
accounts. In every family in Iceland the children ate inftruAed in reading, writ- 
ing, and arithmetic, at home, by their parents or other relatives. When tbie boys 
are fent to fchool it is to acquire Latin, and other accomplifhments, fuch as foroc 
knowledge of geography, and of the elements of mathematics. 

cftabliflicd 
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eftabliihed tenets and modes of vforfbi^, that they ihould be an 
honeft and good fort of people : this however is the cafe. The 
Swedes, I mean the peaiantiy, (for as to the inhabitants of towns 
they are corrupt in proportion to their population, their com- 
merce, and their luxury) are a frank, open, kind-hearted, gay, 
hofpitable, hardy, and fpirited people. It would be' difficult to 
point out any nation that is more d^nguiflied by a happy union 
of genius, bravery, and natural probity of difpofition. They are 
repreiented by their neighbours as the go/cons of Scaildinavia. 
This charge, when due allowance is made for the mutual jealoul^ 
and antipathy of neighbouring nations, amounts to fio more than 
this, that they are aAuated by that ienfibility to fame, and love 
of diftindion, which generally predominate in the breaih of bmve, 
generous, and adventurous people. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

JfrfihuiJmsfor the Purpofes of Education in Sweden': Pari/k Schooli, 
Public Schools, Oymnqfid, and Umverfitio^Account of the Uni* 
verity of Laind^Tlu Profejbrs and Students: the Method tf 
. teaching, and the Things that are taught — The UnroerJityofUj^ala 
^•^Some Intelligence of the iudhidual Charader offeveral Profejfors 
'^The Vnroerfity of Abo — Oeneral Remarks on the Swedifk Unih 
verfities — GufiavusHL enters the Prince Royal at the Unherfty 
ofUyala. 

nPHERE is certainly no country in the world in which greater 
•*• provifion has been made, and more pains taken fiwr the ad- 
vancement and difFuiion of knowledge among all clafles of fociety, 
than in Sweden : a proof at once of a liberal and enli^tened turn 
of mind, and of that reiped for the dignity and rights of human 
nature, which compeniates to rude climates the want of many 
bleiiings enjoyed in more genial and produ^ive regions. That 
this praiie is not beftowed on the Swediih nation without rea- 
ion, will appear from a general view of their inftitutions for the 
purpofes of education and inftruftion, which are known by the 
names of fchools, gymnafia, and univcrfities. 

Every pariih has its ichool, in which the common radiments of 

reading 
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reading and writing are taught. Befides this, there is a public 
ichool maintained in every large town at the expence of th.e crown, 
in which the boys continue till about their eleventh or twelfth year« 
when they are commonly ient to oncf of the gymnaiia. Theie 
alfo are public fchools, but upon a larger fcale than the former ; 
and one of them exifts in almoft every province. From the gyni- 
iiafia the young men, at the age of feventeen or eighteen, proceed 
to one of the univeriities, and for the greater part to Upiala. In 
the gymnaiia, and many of the greater fchools, they are not only 
inftruded in the Latin, Greek and Hebrew languages^ but in the 
principal dodrines of theology. Theie fchola tUvftret and gym- 
naik) are under the care and inipedion of the bilhops of the re- 
fpedive dioceies in which they are eftabliihed, and where the 
biihops conftantly refide. The biihops, accompanied by ibme of 
the inferior dergy, and others, viiit and examine the fchools piib«* 
licly at fixed periods. The coorfe of education, and the boeicB 
rdul, are not left to the difcretion of the teachers, but prefcribcd 
by public authority. At Stockholm there is a German fchool, 
which is placed luder the infpeftion of two German miniftexs of 
the gospel. In this feminary the pupils are inftniftcd in Grecian^ 
Roman, and moderm hiftoiy, geography and religion. The 
Swedifh gentlemen are feldom contented with what may be called 
a fcholaftic, or a gymnaftic education, but proceed cither from one 
of the greater, or, as they call them, the illuftrious fchools ; or 
tnore generally from one of the gymnafia to the univerfity. The 
fons of wealthy tradefmen too, and peafantSy have veiy frequently 

T2 the 
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tbe advftnt^Q o^ ait isnycrfity education* If any iof the y6tttk. 
v^ko/e circumftances might not admit of an univerfity edncation, 
givq indications of -fine parts> and a genius for any department of: 
fcience ;. the in^ctors, who are in general allowed to difebirge; 
their duty with great diligence and fidelity, make a report of him- 
tg the king) who then orders that he may receive an educsation 
fijit^hle to hid talents and his merit. I may take this oppoitunky 
to obferve, that the Swediih clergy are for the.naoft. part regubr 
and dec^ent in their deportment^ and attentive to the duties of 
tbeiripfficct 

. In the. Swodiflx dominions are three univeiiities, that of Upiah^ 
that of Xund^ . and that of AJbo. . Following, as ought to be 
done in a book of travels, the geographical ocdcr of the p)aces>> I 
begin ^ith;that of Lnnd, the capital .of Soania^ eiiecmed the- 
moft ancient town in Sweden. . It isfituated about fizty Swedij(h 
miles * to the fouth of JStockhslm, and iixty-feven of Upiala. It ^ 
is the refidence of an archbiihop* The climate is remarkaUy 
falubrious ; the country arouad. being plain, prefehts in an open, 
and extenfive view a horizon well adapted to obiervations in aftro- * 
nomy. Acro^ the arm of the fea which divides Sweden from 
Denmark, you. fee Copenhi^en and the DaniOx ihores. The pro>^ 
feflbrs in the uaiveriity, induding adjunSs^ or afiiftants, are in 
number more than fifty ; the ftudents in common yeari three, 
hundred. The library contains above twenty thou&nd vohimes^ 
There is alio a botanical garden at Lund, but of no celebrity ; the 

* The Swedifli mile is nearly equal to fcven^ngliih miles. 

number 
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ntoiibcr of 'plants does not exceed one thouciastd two hundred. It 
was in the unnnerfi^ of Lund that Linnaeus> under the counte«' 
ntonce and tuition of profeflbr Stobieus, acquiied his 'firft ideas of 
his arnoigements in natural hiftory; and he lived to fee his 
favourite ftudy beginning to flourifli in that leminaj^/ under the 
influence of one of his own pupils. Before this dawn^ we find 
him in his writings exprefiing his wonder, that in a fitUation 
much more favourable dian that of Upfala, as bein^ four degrees( 
more ibutherly and wefterly, the garden of Lund had hot rifen 
to fomc eminence. The univcrfity was eftabliihed in l688> by 
Charles XL and called after his maryt—Academia Carolina Gotko^ 
rum. The profeflbrfliips are divided, into four olafles'or Acuities : 
-^ift. Theology ; 2d. Juriipnidence ; 3d. Medicine ; 4th. Philo* 
fophy : to which there has been added a fifth clais of profefibrs, 
under the name of Artium Cultiokum Magistri, or PrafeO^ 
fors of the more elegant Acampiyhments^ viz. of fendng^ mufic, 
dancingt and drawing. In theology there are three profcfibrs, 
and two prafeffors extraordinary, befides what they call two ma-' 
giftrl docentUy or 'private teachers, whofe bufinefs it feems to be, 
not only to inftrud the ftudents in divinity and ecclefiaftical hif- 
tory, and to expound to them fbme portion annually of the facrod 
fcriptures, but alfo, in an eaiy and ^miliar manner, to folve their' 
doubts by an explanation of any difiicult point ; in the £ible, or 
any other fub|ed that the ftudexits may wk(h t^ have illuftratedi. ; 
In like manner the affiihtnt profeflbrs in the other facuLcies/ in thi& 
as well as in the other Swedilh univerfitiesj, ar? always i^Ay to 

aufwcr 
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anfwer any queftions that may be put to them by the iHdeaoitSj 
vphethcr in the leAurc-room or privately. The profeflora moft 
diftinguiOied by academical ardour encourage fuch quefticms very 
much, and ar^ highly delighted when they find in them proofs 
not only of diligence^ but of genius ; for, not to take for granted 
every thing that is given out, but to heiitate, to doubt, and to 
ilart dilSicultieS; is fo far to be coniidered as a mark of geniui, ai 
it ihews that other powers of the mind are at work befides meet 
conception and memory* I have been told by different perfbns> 
both in Ireland and Scotland, that the celebrated Hutchinibn> 
profeiTor of moral philoibphy in the univerfity of Glaigow, and 
author of a book on morals, which makes all virtue to conflft in 
benevolence, prompted by a moral fenfe, wai wont to live, as it 
were, and converfe with his pupils, as if they had been his equals 
and companions. There was never a day that paffcd when be did 
not walk even for hours in the college gardens with ibme of his 
{Indents, of whoie capacity he entertained a good opinion, or with 
one that chofe to converfe with him, and afk any queilion. In 
the evenings, in like manner, he always had a number of them at 
his houie. 

The fcience of theology, if it admits of any prc^effive itn* 
provement, has certainly experienced none in the univerfity of 
Lund, where orthodoxy reigns in its moik rigid form. The cai- 
liph Omar was not more firmly pcrfuaded that every thing ne* 
cefifary or proper to be known by man was contained ia the Ksh 
ran^ than the profefibrs of divinity at Lund are, that there is 

nothing 
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nothing on the fubjed of theology to be added or defired, beyond 
what has been taught by Luther. Dr. Hy lander, one of the pro« 
feflbra extraordinary of diyinity, teaches the Greek and oriental 



In the faculty of jurifprudence there are two profeflbrs, one 
aifiifaint, and one ma^fier docem, or private teacher. Profeflbr 
Tingwall is known in the north by his iyilem of jurifprudence^ 
ptibliihed in the Swediih language^ and by the induftry and zeal 
with which he difcharges the duties of his office. * The other 
profcfibr« Lraiumce Mundie, is eileemed a man of comfiderable 
learning in his profeffion. 

: In the medical dais there are three profeflbrs, Dr. Wollin, Dr, 
9arfotb» and Dr. Engelhart ; and two affiftants. Dr. Florimaa 
and Dr. Mundc. 

Dr. Barfoth, profeflbr of anatomy^ travelled in England an4 
paft of Scotland. 

Dr. Engelhart, profeiTor of the theory and pra6fcice of medi* 
cine, is firft phj^cian to the king. He is coniidered as a man of 
the world rather than a man of letters ; and in return, he treats 
men who are only men of letters and fcience, and not converfant 
widi the great world, in a very haughty and iupercilious mannei- 
His academical leAures may be deemed rather compilations than 
original productions, and are chi^y recommended to the atten- 
tion of the auditors by an eafy and agreeable elocution. The 
Doctor travelled both in France and England. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Floriman teaches oftcology, matcfhi medica, and the rctc- 
riiiary art. 

The province of Dr. Munck is chiefly pathology. 

In the faculty or claft of philofophy there are fcven profeftbfs^ 
and fifteen affiftant profeiTors. The profeilbrs give leAures on 
mathematics^ algebra, aftronomy, natural biftory^ civil hiftory 
both ancient and modem, and hiftory of lite rature : tli6 Gteek 
and oriental languages, botany, georgics, or rural oeconomy, the 
law of natuce.and nations, metaphyiics, 6cc. 

The profeflbrial afliftants, befiifes the elentetttary and moft 

ufeful parts of natural fcience, fuch as geography, the dements 

of botany, horticulture and other branches of georgics, teach a 

kind of logic, which they define to be a branch of theoretibal 

philofophy; that is, they teach to make iyllogifms, modes/ and 

figures, and all the old machinery of difputatioh : but' tfie chief 

bufmefs of thefe afliflants feems to be, to explain with phtfofb^ 

phical and critical remarks the Greek and* Latin cl^tflics. They 

anfwcr in a great degree to what in fbme countries are Calldd, 

profeilbrs of humanity. They alfo profefs to leftiirc on the bif- 

tory of moral philofophy ; of which however they do not fcem 

' to make any great account. In a profpeAiis of the kftures that 

were to be read, I find thfc feUo^ing notice — '' Laitr P. Wahlin 

: <' N. Mag. Hift. Litt. dacms, fata philofbphia^ moralis futttria au- 

« ditoribus enorrare (ibi propofoit."* I could not Icam that they 

• " Laurence Wahlin, matter of philofophy, and teacher of the hJflory of Hte- 
« ri^ure, propofes to give an account to thofe who may choofe lo hear hiov of 
^ the hi&OTj of moral philofophy .'* 

enter 
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enter at all deeply, at this umveriity^ into the queftion concerning 
the foundation of moral obligation. They certainly do not keep 
pace with the Ticiffitudea and progreis of the various opinions on 
that fulled. All that is good for any thing in moral philofophy 
is contained^ as they fuppoie, in Cicero de Officiis and Puffendorf. 
I am inclined to iuiped that moral philoibphy at Lund is regarded 
with an evil eye^ as being in fome refpe^ls inimical to the tenets 
of Luther. I have not been able to difcover. that this iubje& is 
veiy much attended to in nsany Catholic or Lutheran^ or in other 
words in many Epifcopal univerfities. 

The profdSbrs in pWloibphy are, . . 

Mr. Lidbeck, already noticed among the members of the aca* 
demy of icicnces, 

Sommelius, heretofore librarian: he has publiflied a GreelL 
grammar in Swediih, and a great number of academic diflerta* 
tions. 

Matthias Norberg, profefibr of Greek and oriental languages, a 
member of the philoibphical ibciety of Gothenburg, and a corre- 
fpondent member of the mu(eum at Paris. He travelled with the 
celebrated Biomfbhl, in Greece, Turky, Italy, &c. He has in- 
troduced a new mode of pr<Miouacing HelNrew, and a new method 
of acquiring that language with facility. His mode of pronounc« 
ing Greek, though generally deemed new, was formerly adopted 
l^ Reuchlin, who maintained a difpute on that iubjeA with Eraf* 
mus, whofe pronunciation is fiill retained at Upiaia. It would, in 
my opinion, be difficult to ipecify any objeft jo£ literary inveftiga<» 

Vol. I. U tion 
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t^n imore tifdeft M tiilteitafivtiMkR akr en^r^ infio^ tbe dxaft inodc 
of pronouncing deidd lafDguagcsi. Mt. Hcfthag k vacbubtaBllly t 
man oif gesiku^, m \mll a^ of indcrftiy snd leomii^. He fau pab- 
liibed a CbJM Syrkuo H^tapianls^ it^itfh a Latin vtrfion, ted a gtelt 
variety ti academical trciati&«y rtlaAing chiefly td the o«Ac»m aa^ 
tidm> dieir manhdis alid cvftoins> of tkiiich he la a gMat admiMr^ 
their gods, lalvirs^ &cx and aU im a ftyle of pare faitiAity, feinMd 
chiefly on thtt o^ Taciftas. 

Matthew FndliMg, pMiiffor of theoretical phttiibpfay* He 
has publilhed a piece entitled, '' Alt fenqnivf into the - AifUflMOto 
" of Mr. Kant in favour of Ae tsiiltnbto of Godv Md of the Im* 
''maaCaTttyoftiieaoul;" with fotae tlnologicai eiTays. . Hi^Seft 
works are, his Diflertations on Space as it is coaeehred by Kasti 
Be p#iMbfr jgaeatacofeenefi of asind, as weHds sine i ii i aghai<l >n, 
aad iBuency of expieffion^jdbd'has die talbnt of dSAifihgan intcreft 
and animation on the moft abftrufe iubjefb. He has beea^n^ 
gaged iftiev^ral litjevofy coii&roverftea ik^itfi the prdieat Ufflidp (£ir- 
nMfly pit^efibr) lidbuMbe^ afoUower and coniatentator^of KantV 
iyfteto* 

iUrtttiaa, pco£oflbr ctf natiaal hiAmy^ cheobiftiy and draononty^ 
abo'tenodcedi 

Tegmaay praftflor of mathdoiatiiiv eAeenaeda vecy^^»d teacher^ 

I/undbald, pxt>feffi)r of poetry sfnd ek>qneace. He giiiied the 
ptite in the acadekx^ of bdka^dktrds hy a poem oa the vidofy of 
CSiaxlos XIL at NadTta. He is a groat Latin poet, and indeed jtt».: 
eaiy tme in ^edeku 

Sjoberg, 
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of gradwCJBa -fsHtd 4a^s of ^ili)f<^., Si m^ f«f y^ |$t ^«)W 
iMMbfgf) m aMKnm^m ^ tbftfi^eSt of 4i[Yi{tt^»>tn4 tit^fsm^ 

on th»t of li^tn. H»Yi4g giyif. through, tlulfe MiOWMtiJMN^ 

qi»ftiQma«t:piit <»'tltf«i ky til t|i« tin jpriiftfliw^ Thf]!<tl»i9*h<ifit( 
iuid iDtwt thufiitL A^.thfir oHaAvqApAitiqa^aod ^tlbwt ^. lif^ 
^» oeciliaoOLy an. imfk :dQiAan«£pb«t»fiY>h}r. Tkitie am tiv<i 

:%lM:ftfkknts ttf the: uiineiftty •£ lAtnck«tQ ia.gdMiiil pinl flit 
the firft and ridiefi, ^ t^&poqrcr cklECfs of ibciety : they had 
tiie chauNiAti' of' b«in§ veii)ic Motoosy and . 6equea«ljr fitawad that . 
kln4 of tmn^y Ipirit by which, fis I tindcrftapd^ the Eton and ^ 
Weilminftcr {dialus have upott 6i»e «0cafian& dtfttagiiMmd. 
thepiftlvps. Of late,, however, the manners of the L^ndians hvc . 
hfspnow inpi».g6frt4f> «nd Kefimpd^ an4 ttM^ tc fa j l t uwc ia and df-. 
fiance on which they formerly prided themfeives, is eradiially 
fpf^^lied into dfccen^r find tiauMj^juUi^y^ ^tich .{|S( bc(:oji^i^ the friiBGt^ 
of the muics. 'A {ocietj or chib has been efbtbliflted fbr ptirchaf- 
ing the periodical publications of fordgn .countries, aooong the : 
ppofeflbrs and ftudents, vrhich brings about a fort of connefHon tiist 
is very advantageous to the former, and pcci^pies tl\eir attention • 
/ U2 by 
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hy a rational aqaiii^^ifc^ent The vic^tj of t^e, fe^r ^m^ ^n^ctfy 
modeof intercourfe^ enables the inhabilBnts of I^w^d to keep up. 
their acquaintance with Denmark and Gemia]:^, find to ^ohime 
and benefit by the progre& of litefatute in theic countnes* 

In this> as in the other Swediib unirerfities^ catalogues in Xatin 
are publilhed of the fubje^ to be treated^ and the books to be ex- 
pkmed and commented on fay the difierent pro£c0brs> affiilaiA 
profeflbrsy and other teachers; in their ledurts* It naay be.amuf* 
ing to our daffical readers^ to iee Ibme ^cimens. of the Latin 
advertiiements by whkh^ in thotfe liils, the differentnaafteisinidte 
not oidy regular ftudents, but it wouki ieem every other, peribnr 
to avail themfelves of their leflbns and tnffaru6iona* I have there- 
fore fiibjoined a few of thefe notices, not -only by the profeffiirs of 
LuR^ but tkofe of the two otiier univerfities.* The dffierent 

* UNIVERSITY OF LUND. 

JEsk Giiftaf Xidbfldtt hiitoE. aatut^ A ckoo. prdf. te. Sra^ Pteleetfoi^tas 
publicis brevi curiu minenilogico abfoIutOt pbatas officiaales vivas vmafque in' 
ceconomia utilifiimas, herbas, arbores, & fruttces, proponere in alumum ioduxit. 
Mvatim doiidcrail^bas ft acoommodiibiC. 

Malthasus Fremliiigp philoC theor. prof. teg. & onl. Ffycbologlam ptit^oi,.- 
bora a. m. VIIL tradet. Privatam operam prttceptis iogicaB, k otitoiogie, hora 
p. m. IL III. iiDpmdere Aatuit. Neque verb 8s deerk, quictlellw* lbiiiliat» 
phijofophajUem aodire veUnt^ finmiuun Kbrit qui iofcribitut Critik n'mea Vernunft 
propoiiturus. 

Chriilopherus Poratht' fiibceiiturio & paleftr« academije praefeetils, fpondet ie 
lib^ter, (atUfactunim omfitt>us iis ex ftudioia j«iventttle» qui faaoi in arte noUli 
arma feliciter tractandi, & firenue vibrandi expetunt manuductionem. 

UNIVERSITY OF UPSAUy. 
Petrus Nicolaus Ciiriftiemia, pbil. eC L U. Doctor^ togrces ct metai^Tfices 
profeiIbr> &c. &c. Fundamenta et elementa theoiogiae naturalis, meth^ the» 
>r> .- thico^ 
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ledrirets are geherany abfolved in the fpace of half a year ; ib diat ^ 
there are two courfes in the whole year. The firft coarfe begins 
on the ift of February and concludes on the 1 0th of June; the 
iecond commences the ift oTOAobcr and ends' die lOth of De*^ 
cember. 

The celebrated tmivetfity of Upiala was founded imder thego* 
vemment of the admimflrator Sten Sture the elder, in i 346^** 
with the penniffioaof Pope Snxtus I\r» on the model of that o£^ 
Bol6gna, and with all the privileges of the univerfity of Pibas* 
The mu^ of Upiala betook themfelves to flight at the Reforma- 
tion^ with the priefts of the Roman Ca^olic religion; but were 
invited back by Guft^yus Vaia^ who conferred* on the univerfity 

thico-polctmicsi pablids-lcM^ti^bot boQ i^biiq tiadiare ^Kmftittift i jfintUi 9»04nQ 
operam auditoram delideriis accommodabit. 

Nicolaut Rift^t, artis (akandi magiftcr^ miificos ad fonos docebit juniores non 
modoapte cooipoMre-pcdcSyfedctdcoQcos geftus coifoiMqtte faabitam poHdo*- 
rem induere. 

UNIVERSITY OF ABa 

GabrkL Esiciis I9aaftman»- M* D. m«ri, {Mot. pcofeC Ut. tec. Kftdiciaam 
popriavem publigi^ lectionibus ea explicarc confiituit metbodo, ut non minus 
artb falutarb alumnis, quam etiam aliis earum renim curioiiir fiat udlis : privatim 
antets)} fttkotogwm feoeratomr etfpecialctm 4Iterm» pettcactabit horis. 

Gcforgius Danet» linguae. Gallicac magifter* diebus m£rcurii et faturni hora II. 
p. m. librum cui titulus Les Avantures de Telemaque, publice interpretabitur : 
ftiidi^ia privatisi iiiJHigui Gailicai'miUtutioncm defideiantibas baud dfcfotunosc' 

Otavus Levin^ attia faltntoric magifter, operam fuam in aite faltandl expetan*> 
tibus facilem et indefeflum fe prsebebit ducem. 

Johannes. Tborberg, director rauficse ct organi- ad templum cathedrale Abo* 
cnfcy muficam publids concentibuay diebus mercurii & faturnii, bora IIL p. m. 
habendia. docebit:. piivatam quoque inftitutionem cxpetentiba^ Aiam baud dene- 
gabit ofenra. . . ^ ,.-;•';'. 

where 
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an4 dmbwedhTQ lii^eraEy, that be hks been juAiy' called its ^ 
ednc} foubdor. Be&fies er^fliiig a largo bpilduig at hii Qwn ^xr 
{ieiiC0, ||0 fetjdi)d eoa: thfl umyesfity:' hb patrimofiiad eft&le of ¥afif, 
by which donation the falarics of the profcflbrs were augmshted^ 
and Qsie huodved aod fifty ftudonto maisUtaiiicd. ifis exan^fe 
;wa9 foUowfid bjr his fiiocdTors^ as well a& fa^ private infivkbaab; 
and a& the fonda havr bocgmt morft coAfflerabk^ the iitiimber of 
f<;^K4ar» ikp{wrt«d liythem haa ehqr»fed la pxofotkifm.. Itx^ 
^^ gfO&t fijcdit wpop thU w\ivtriity» that the profeffioia faitbfiil^ 
»pply X\kP rev0twfip te thft 6bjaft» of their origmal deCluiAiofiA vix* 
^b^ yj^iffpvQRicmt aB)5l 4i8i^OR tjf IjBftWl*^.. At t*i<s-bc*t ^xkst 
univerfity is a chancellor, who is always a perfon of the fiHl 
rawk and confequcncc, and gcnerajfy one of the royal family. The 
dignity is conferr^ by the «}«Ai9fi 9f tbci ^tofeflof^^ and confitttied 
by his majcfty. The chanccHor regulates and crpfelns the iSa- 
tutes, compoics any iii^terial difiS^fcnqes or diiputes that may 
happen, and delivers all petitions and meiTages £roni Vhe univerfity 
to t]ie king* In his abfcQce, hjs place is fupplied \xy the arch- 
bilhop of Upfda. From the body ^ the profo<E>w> wfro»i Aatir^ 
them that ar<i capable of the office from their fituation ip the uni- 
vcrfity,* is annuaUy cbofen ^re&or magni^Saa, who^ ia^a^ijbcmw of: 
magiftratc that can pcmilh the ftudents for fmall delinquencies by 
fine or impriibnmettt, and whofe jurifdiSion over th^m extends 
ifiX' leagues arotknd the city. The profeflbrd are exceedingly hu-' 

^ Thefe are called viri rectorales. 

>ii*' ^ -' ' '^ merous. 
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xbfdrous. In the (tfatich of tbeol^ thetc «e ik^rofefibfs, three 
dMant profellora, Mid ^fe^ private «iachen or viagi/in. dstmfn 4 
of law^ two profeflbrs and two affiftant profeflcM^ : of medicme^ 
three profb^drs and two afilftaht ptdfefibts: of p&ikifophj, ten 
profeilbrs and tWenty aifiiftant profbficxrs : of genteel exeitifes, feven 
tinder the name of artium equeftrmm et cubiomm nwgytriy viz. » 
riding maifter, a French nuffljer, a dkncix^ n«scfter> a drawing matter^ 
a muiic mailer^ a fencing mailer, and a mailer of the German and 
the EnglijQi languages. Goncxming iomt of the prbibflbrs of Ug* 
fala, I bdieVe the fbliowing information may be rdied i&pon : 
'- Neik«er, royal ptofeflbf of eloquence abd poetocs, has the reputa^ 
tlon 6f having read and remembtoritd mitA^Aafitf x>£bi£hfy vlith^ 
out being a good hiilorian. Vtb t^i im6 and rettemtier^ biit net 
dig^ difti <:om{)iii«f. t^ Kite std^pted thtt>Hiiofepfay df Ksfiti ind 
i^ a zealous ptopagatdf <ftf the fteW d6€l#ift«. 
' Af^blitis, proftfflbk^ of chbmiftfy^ b ill Efwetton eii««n&ed a fin« 
g^tdus/ but faid t!b bcf d3^trem% iiidokiit. " He b oM of die diteft 
fi^pporters bf the al^iphlogiilic cb^in^ity. 

AurivilUus; Hbrarian afnd ph)fefibr of horaattity^ or liter^^ fm^ 
irk^hra; h remarlcabk €br the excels df hii bigotxy/atid tfar im- 
pediments' he coiii&ntly eiideecvour» to raife, a^ far as bis oppartu>» 
nlties^and abilitl^s'ez^tend, to the advancement of Icnowledge.. 

fti dired: 6ppofitlon to Aurivillius/ ilandft Ting^dius^. B. D. 
pfofefibr of oriental langu&g^s, who has laboured wkh cooiiderahle 
fuccefs to introduce into the univerfity liberal ientiments on iiib* 
jeds of religion. ^ 

Chriftopher 
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Chriftopher Oohl, prokffor of Gfeek^ learned in his prpfeilion, 
and a man of fine tafte : he is eileemed one of the beft latinifts 
in Sweden. 

Abraham Almquift, teacher of theology^ is a man of a vety phi- 
lofbphical turn of mind» and has clofely followed the progreis of 
I^nowledge even in her lateft fieps. Almquifl, though a teacher 
of theology, takes great delight in propagating all the modem dif* 
coveries of philofbphy. 

Hoijer, ailiflant profeilbr of moral philofophy, is very accurately^ 
acquainted with Kant*s iyflem, and efteemed one of the moft 
acute and difceming reaibners in Sweden* He has publifhed a 
book to fhew the poflibility of conftra^ng philofophical ideas» 
and thus forming an imiverfal language. 

In the catalogue of their ledures at Upiala for 1 705^ I noticed 
that Mr. Hoijer imdcrtook to imfold the principles of moral obli- 
gation— ^;iJ!t7/vM//i philo/cpbia marum expanere conahitur. la the 
fame catalogue Daniel* Boethius, profeilbr of ethics and politics, 
en^iges to explain the fundamental principles of moral philoibphy» 
and to give a philoibphical account of moral fentiments.* The 
attention that is paid to moral philofophy, and in general to ply- 
<:holpgy» in the univerfi^ of Upfala, will not appear lefs manifeft 
from an advertiiement by theafliilant profeifor of moral philo- 
ibphy, Mr. Steinhammer, who intimates that he means to aiTume 
for the theme of his lediures, the hjftory of man. Nothing can be 

"^ Fundamcirta pbUofophiae mofalis eruet, ideas moimles philofophice enodataa 
expOiict. 

more 



THROUQUi 3WEDEN. '^tss 

UiOfC profovinH than on the fubjeft of sH}i<;» ^ ttk^igihtt^ view 
pfthe fentimettt9j p%^Qns,,%nd principle) of mankind) ^ Wtf^l^ei 
«ncl difplayed in biftory, the grwt thc^tw of fdiflc^ioii ia irfOral 
anfttoiwy. 

The profeflbrfhips pf Upftls are m the g?ft of th§ Jting. The 
/alalries ^n^:(ed to th$n> arc ftQm fpTcnty to one hundr^ pounds 
per annurti/ Piifi»g cgth term the pr<>f9Cor? givp four public 
ledures in the week gratis^ and the fame number of privfite I<k> 
fcuresj for the Iptter they are paid by thft ^dcftO, though the 
money that is g^ven \b very trifling* A pro&lfot who his conti- 
nued in office for thirty years is allowed to retire m0i the title 
emeritus f and enjoys his falary during life. In former time? th^ 
^Miverfities oftea wa« crauded with (houfandfi of (hidents : cvjen 
So late as thic year 1 f $0, that of Upiala contained above twp thpit- 
laiid. * It'b a {hiking proof iof (bme great revolution in the feoti* 
mcnta^ viewis and purfuits of the Swedes, that the a^nnuial sniuniber 
.of ihidents at Up&la does hot now on an average exceed fire hun- 
dred* They do not inhabit any diftind colleges, there being no 
Duildings for their accommodation, but lodge, as at Edinburgh aio4 
Glasgow and fbme other proteftant univeHities, in the tdwn. 
They attend the le&ures which arc given by the fevcral prcyfeflfof s 
either at their o^ivn houies, or the public ha^s appropriated to fuck 
purpofes* Befides the royal ffipendiarles or penfioners, or, as thegr 
we called, hurfars^ there are other poor fiudents, who are afldfted 
, in their expeaces.by funds efiablilhed by private perfons, but ge- 
nerally allotted to family names, or the natives of particular prp- 

VoL. I. X vinces. 
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vinccs. The higheft of thefe fcholarftiips amount to thevaliK?^ 
fourteen or fifteen pounds per annum. The fludents of Upfala 
af€ not given to riot and radenefi, but in general purftie thehr 
fludies with decency and diligence. This univerfity is not with- 
out juftice accounted the firft feminary of the North, and has pro- 
duced from time to time men eminent in every branch of tht 
fciences. The famous botanical garden is^mall, but laid out with 
judgment.. 

The univerfity of Abo was fbundeJin 1640, by queen Chri<t 
tina, and endowed with the fame privileges as that of Uplala. Of 
theology there arc three profeflbrs, and one aiHftant profeflbr : of 
hiw, one profeflbr : of medicine, three profeflbrs, and two affiflsmt 
profeflbrs : of philofbphy, nine profeflbrs, and three afldftant pro^ 
feflfors. In the faculty of theology there ar^ befides the profeflbn, 
two teachers, or mt^ni dacentes^; in that of phtlolbphy, befides 
the profeflbrs,^ nine teachers. Of elegant and genteelvaccomplifliH 
ments, there are four profeflbrs, or artium cultlorum magiftriy viz. a 
French mafler, a dancing mafter, a fencing mafter, and a mufic 
mailer* 

On the Swedifli univerfitres in general, it is to be obierved, 
ifl, That the number of profeflbrs,. afliiftant profeflbrs and teachers, 
called magiftri docentes^ bears a greater proportion^ if I am not mis- 
taken, to the population of Sweden (which does not exceed three 
millions) than that of any other country in Europe^ to the num- 
ber of its inhabitants. 2dly, That although polemical divinity 
and the logics of Ariitotle, with correipgnding and nugatory dif- 

putations. 
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putetkms, ftili maintatn their grounds yet much of induftry and 
genius are employed in the cultivation of real fcienccy and the pur^ 
fuit of objedls which are of great importance and utility. 3d. That 
a very proper degite of eaie and familiarity appears to fubiift be- 
tween thofc who teach and thofe who are taught; and that the 
ibrmer are ever ready and defirous of conveying information in the 
mod pcrfpicuous and ^edual manner to their auditors : they in- 
vitie them to fttite their doubts and difficulties/ to put queftions^ 
and even to name any author they wiih to be explained, or fubjed 
tJiey vnih to be difcufled** 4th. It is peculiar^ as f^r as I have 
been informed^ to. the Swediih nnivcritties^ to admit fencing and 
dancing into the number of the polite or liberal arts. la this th^ 
Sweden tie iii the iright. Both are evidently reducible to principles 
and theory, and can therefore claim the title of art. The dignity 
of dancing, which may juftly be reckoned amoi^ the imitative 
art$, as weU atf jnuiic and painting, is viery ably maintained and 
illuftrated by thfi Jate cflebteted Dn Adam Smithy in his poi|hu- 
nious EiTays on PhUofppbical Subje&s. It is obferved by the 
Dodor, among other partiCularson this fubjed^ that the conned^ 

* In almoft all the advertifements in the annual catalogue we meet with fuch 
declarations on the part of the profeiibrs as thefe : ** Privatim ea tractabit quae 
** ftudiis auditorum conveoerint" — ^* Frivatam operam auditorum defideriis ac* 
" commodabit'* — " Nee non deiideriis commilitonum in cacteris ftudii hiftorici 
** locis ut poterity privatim fatisfaclet" — <* In explicatione facri alicujus libri 
^* hiftoriciy quern adpetierint auditores, ftudioiae juventuti infervire conabitur"*^ 
** Auctorem Grsecum, quem defideraverint futuri auditores, explicabit''-^^* Che-, 
<< mlam docens, deiideriis hon. commilitonum^ omni» qua potcfii diligentia et 
'* iidelltate» faam accommodabit operam," &c. &c. 
. . ; X 2 ing 
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ing princtpk between mufic and dancing is what the aaident* 
called fytbmus, ot what we call time aoid meaiute. iA. Thctr 
are few if any countries in Europe in which enainence ia lftera«> 
ture and fcience has been fb nnich noticed bf the court as in 
Sweden. The order of knighthood and otbcf marks d^i&mc^ 
tton hare been beftowed on di^rent pwki&M to a degvee of al« 
moCt profi^Mm. In general the litems dumifteff in Swedes ii 
held in high reipcA and eitimatioft^ It it an ot^eft of aoabitk^s 
with men of buiiiMs in eafy add pMfpemp» cwMiiftaaDGiy and 
eten widi the nobilitj luid geniry> Here it may be mentioned 
that OttOaTus ni« towards the end of the year 17781 waA^iH^ 
titt prince mjsl, the pre&nf king of Swedeft> to the wkmttfktf •f 
Upfala, and affifted at all the pubMc^ and the greMeft part of di* 
private exercifes performed by the young prince dimag a ilay of 
§x weeks. The ucbur and Aiecefi with wllich^ he applied to bis 
ftttdies at the earfy age.of eight or mne yete% wus hi^lify ffMHf^ 
ing to the king, whO| m order to familiariMr him with, ti^e people^ 
whom he was bom to govemi foid to give him an early kMwkdga 
^the kio^m» had already aoeompoMcd himovcf fttetal oltbo 
provinces. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The antmal Exhibkhn (f^tSfures at Stoclhohn-^Academy ofPaint^ 
ing and Scnlpinre^-^Aceaunt rf fame Aflrngulftxed l^ainters, and 
their Frodudfim^^Some Works rf the DilettoHti. 

nnHE exhibition of pifturcs at Sfockholm cvcty yew, inf the 
•*• month of February, is a fubjeA of elegant amufement a& 
wdl as inftrtrftion. It is open to every one, and nothing is paid 
for admittance. Here the gentlemen and ladies of Stockholm 
tfBcmHe in crowds, in order to encourage, by their approbation^ 
and apphiuie, the efforts of genius. It is* no fmatt pmife to £iy of 
this colleAion, that it is well worthy tQ be fccn by foreigners o# 
cvfery country as wcH as Swedes. Mere is perceived, at one view, 
the ftate of the arts in Sweden ; and you Ktt enabled not opiy to 
form fome opinion of the powers of the artifts, but ahb of the ge- 
neral tafte and judgment of the nation. Every one declares his 
ihitiments with regard to the pieces without reierve, though there 
be always fome lady or gentleman who takes the lead, and direds 
the general tone of praife or cenfore. What is not a little curious> 
the painters thcmfolves arc frequently {Mrefent, and very bufily em- 
ployed in attempts to guide the public judgment. I noticed one 
^ artift 
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artift who forced the attention of the whole company to bi^owfi 
pidure, and talked about it to every one, and of nothing elie. He 
was a moil conftant andpun6i:ual attendant at the exhibition^ and 
regaled himiclf with the eulogiums which he extorted from others. 
This exhibition is at the rhoxiie appropriated to the academy of 
painting and fculpture. There are nine profeflbrs belonging to 
this inftitution, and about four hundred fludents. The academy 
diftributes annually three firft-ratc and three ibcondary prizes* 
The pupils who ihew the ^greateft proofs of genius arc lent to 
trarcl in France and Italy at the expence of the academy. There 
are five apartments, fmall in iize, and .very iow in the ceiling, m 
which the pi<2ures are put up with but little grace or propnety. -la 
the middle onp» which may be called the aqtichamber^ becauie it 
is through :this that you j^nter into all. the jrcii, the pidures fuppofed 
to poifefs the leaft merit are generally placed^ and alfo the drawings, 
and defigns of the fcholars. The chamber on the left iide of the. 
hall as you enter, is deftined for the reception of the firft-tate pieces, 
as that on the right of the antichamber is for that of ftatues, baiTo- 
r^elievos in j>laifter, ^nd the de%ns of the &holars. The iecoad 
room is filled with a confufed aiTexnblage of paintings, defigns in 
architecture, plans of pubjic ^edifices, with which are intermixed 
a, number. of portr^tsAnd landfcapes. Near to this apartment is 
a cabinet containing plans and .models of new inventions, or pro* 
jeds in me/^hiaoiq^. In this e^ibition, not only the produdions 
of native Swiedes.are difplayed, but alfo thofc of fuch members as 
Are foreigners by bnxthx moreover, the works of the agrees, or 

qffoctates^ 
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i^/hciatcs^ wIio> though they belong to the academy^ have not the 
ikme privileges as members ; and of ftrangers^ that is to fay> per-* 
fons who, without being either in the number of members or af- 
ibciatesj obtain leave from the prefident to exhibit their perform^- 
ances. The number of pieces di^layed at the exhibition of 1 800, 
which I faw, amounted to one hundred and twenty *-nine. Every 
pidure was numbered, and the name of the painter marked at the 
bottom. Towards the cloib of the exh&ition, which lafts only 
fifteen d&ysi a printed catalogue is publifhed, in which all the 
pi&ures are arranged^acoording to their order and degree : 1 ft. Of 
Swediih members; 2d. Of foreign members ^^ 3d. Of the aftb* 
ciates ; 4th« Of tiliaggni^g^ or artifts, who were allowed to ex- 
hibit their works without belonging to the academy. I fhall ob* 
ftrve the fame x)rder while I take a view of the moft diftinguifhed 
picce8> or thofe that drew moft attention in this exhibition, whe* 
tiler juftly or otherwife.* 

SWEDISH^ M£1I;B£RS; 

Kfr. John Tobic Sergei^ whofe name is well known among an^ 
tifts in all parts oft Europe : he is to be reckoned among the firft^ 
rate fculptors, and the only one in the North of any great merit4 • 
He ftudiod at Rome^ and is one of thoic^ who has dene moft ho*" 
nour to the modem fchool : he has exeicuted' feveral works of^ 
great value. Not long ago he finilhed a ftatue in bronze of Gui^ 
tavus III. ; it is of coloffal fize, and to be placed on a pedeftal in 
front of the caftlc, oppofito to the bridge that* leads to the ad- 

misalty. 
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miraltj. His moil admired produ^ion \b his gfoupe tff Cupid and 
Pfyche, which combines the utmoii: beauty of forra, and the moft 
ezquifite exprefTioii of fwt^mcnt, in the happieft manacr : it b 
defigned for the palace of Hagjft. Uofortunatdy Mr. Sergei is no 
longer to be numbered among the artifts of Sweden: he ha3 
wholly retired from bufinefi, and irom the world. Overpower^ 
fay a deep melancholy, he lives in a {farte of perfed ioUtud^, and is 
not to be ieen by any one befides his own domcftic. 

Mr. Charles Fred. Breda« This portraitpainter axvdk be known 
in England : he was brought up to the art under Sir Joflwa Bey* 
nolds, and is ftill an imitator of hb mannen Mr. Bccda k happy 
in feizing and taking Uknefies : he poflcflfes the art of giving an 
, faiftorical air to his pidures by means of the acodK^ries of arcbi* 
tenure, landfcape, and drapery. His cokmring is bfilliantt but 
perhaps too glowing : his attitudes are {bmetimes a little unqatuial 
and overibrained^ his deiigns not always corro6i, not is his drapery 
eafy. He works a great deal, and very rapidly : his pidures are 
often, ftridly fpeaking, nothing more than (ketches. In his pcr- 
ibnal deportment and manners he is very mild, amiable^ and not 
in the lead: afluming. He has a colle&ion of piAures, fome of 
them very fine ones. 

Mr. Nic. Lafrenien, a painter well known in France, where 
many of his pi4ftures have been engraved. He is a very pleafing 
artift, and happy in his ideas ; but fomewhat of a mannerift of 
the French fchool. 

Mr. Elias Martin, a landfcape painter : he would alfo be an hif? 

torical 
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torical painter; but we may apply to him the faying, ^^ ne ftdtr 
ultra creptdam. Before the arrival of Mr. Belanger, he was the 
firft landfcape painter in Sweden. I ipeak only of his piftures in 
oil colours ; for, as to the art of painting in body colours, he is 
ignorant of even its firft principles. Of all the artifts that I know 
in Europe, Mr. Martin is the happieft in his folly. He is ib per* 
feAly fatisfied that he ts the firft painter in Europe of every kind, 
that the love of glory and renown, a pafiion attended often 
with many painfiil anxieties and ftruggles, occafions no other 
than the moft pleafing icnfations in his breaft. If he (hould but 
touch the canvas with his pencil, there would prefcntly appear, 
as he imagines, ibme esnbryo of fiiperior excellence. He makes 
no fcruple to iniinuate very plainly, that his own produAions are 
the firft in the unirerfe: he puts them on a levelwith thofe of 
tbe admired; artiftsiecoflpded in hiftx>r3r; and conchides hnpanc* 
gyric on himielf bjr ob&rving, that he alone of the great painters 
is now alive, and deploring the lois that threatens the arts by his 
advanced age. He is a good-*niitured man^ and as much diipofed 
to be complai&nt'to others, as well pleaied with himfcif^ if they 
will only hear bis prattle. There are ibme who not only have 
padence to do this, but find great amufement in it ; while others 
of a naore ferious and ferere tnra either de^ife his vani^, or la- 
ment the weakneis of human natuw. His laft produ Aions ace in 
every refped execrable ; but he has done ibme things which, for 
fo northerly an artift, pofiefs ccmfiderable merit. The chief ex* 
cellency of his beft {»eces confifts in an s^rceable harmonioufnefi 
Vol. I. Y throughout 
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thoughout the wholc> and a nice attention tt> the laws o£ per* 
fpedivc. 

Mr. Deprez^ fir£t achite^ to the king, wdi known^ m l^oxM 
ittppofe^ in England^ where he paficd ibme time, and where he 
exdfted fome attention. He perhaps is the greateft £cenc painter 
for the decoration of theatres in Europe. He has a thMdiigH 
kncHvledge of hifiaorical fcenery^ the contrail of lighfr and ihade; 
the.e&rds prodisced by the different lights of theiun <ahd the 
inot^n by perfpe&ive, and various machinery. The riehned of hia^ 
mind'aiid imagination is afionifhiiig. Hia mafterpicceifsr l^^de* 
cdtati3dnsfbr the opera of Guftavus Vaia: in this, the %k'bf a<* 
cfaitedttseiforliie* palace of ChrifliefBa is weU conceived ; the diP 
fcfknt decimations of the tents of Guftavus and Chfiftkma are 
fir[ftrlki J The breams of Chriiliema are wortl^ of all die^ftoms (Sf 
hbjow«|4ataberMit feacyi His greateft difficultjr is to modetAtit 
aisdbffagidpivn tfae-^c^nceptions of his warm »tid highly tixdted 
rmaginMioA^'tb tbe'Anallneis of the fize of theChefttre of Stbck* 
hohn« It ^a& impaffible to fix on a man more calculated to give 
&t;isfaAiofi>toiGuibivus III. or betwMn whofe mind and that 
nonarehV there was greater affinity. The king, when in a higb- 
^ited andicommontcative mood^ was wont tofty to thofe about^ 
him^ '< Thtreia nobody who has thy real &ncy but myfelf and 
** Deprez.'^ Jt is much to het regretted that this great man, fo 
well fittedi to difplay to advafttage his genius and talents on an 
extenfiv^ theatre, IhouidUe^btrfied in Swedeti, where, no kx^er 
cm{»lDyed in the theatre, he {fcarcely can contrive to cjuft^ and 

where 
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tvhere ignorance, and cabal, and envy, have borne him down, per-* 
haps never to rife again. If Gruftavus HI. had lived, this man would 
have probably coft Sweden feveral millions of riz-doUars. It was 
he who finiihed the defign of the new palace at Haga ; the groundU 
work alone, on ^hich it is now built, has cod: an enormous iiuh ta 
ib poor a country, Prqjed was concerted after projed, and tfi^ 
reftleis and exalted imaginations of tho£: two enthufiaib (die king 
and I>eprez) muft have exhaufted the public treaiury. Mr. DcK 
ft9%y perceiving the ^mpoffibilify of finding employment in a 
country where the finances are £> narrow as in Sweden, and wheie 
every thing irmoder the reign of intrigue, gives himfelf up for the 
prqfentr to the jssrtrics of imagination ; and the greater part of his 
dafi^W iPiarchitedure are truly caiUes in the air. He amuies his 
leifu/e i^itb .drawing plans of edifices, more magnificent and 
fupptuQtis than ^hiiiancient pyremids of Egjfpt : he forms prc^edi 
of piles and m€«wqients a thouiapd timet more expenfive thaa 
at)y recorded in. the hiftory of the world. Jtlohas lately omceived 
the id^a, of %^ pyramid, the bsUe of Kwhich could nofc be fixed any 
^^ere ^ IfcjlhAn in the deA^rts of Arabia, in . which {btue&iif aU 
tJ?c grcat;*n|?Q i» .*^c ivorl^, of every poffiWc kind of celebrity <Mr 
diik\t{&kQ^ a;« tft^be depofitad# lie admits himielf, that in ordqe 
to carry this defign into execu^on, it would be iiidiipenfibly ne^ 
cefiary for all ibvereign powers to join in one ibciety, or dub, for 
defraying the expences. Mr. Depn^ is alio an hiftoricai pamter ; 
but his colours are wretched. I have iecn ieveral of his pictum 
of naval engagements ; in ibme of which you perceive notiucig 

Y 2 but 
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but a ilngte ihip in fibnt of die piece> which covers and hides att 
the others. 

Mr« Lewis 3eianger, £zA painter to the king of Sweden. After 
refidtng ieveral years tn Italy, where he applied himielf to the 
ftudy of architecture, he went to and continued fortke time in 
England ; where there is fHU to be feen a number of pt'ints taketl 
from his pictures in body colours. He is a landscape painter of 
no fmall merit : his touch is light, and produces a pleafing effect i 
he has a good imagination, and makes ah excellent uie of body 
colours. There is no artift in Sweden that excels him in his line 
of painting. He is now engaged in a very interefling work, 
namely, a pi^ur^ue Tour through Sweden, which is engraved 
under his own direction, and of which fome plates have already 
appeared at Stockholm, by an engraver whom he carried with 
him thither, of the name of Cordien On his arrival in Sweden 
and ]H!elentation to the king, he was honoured with the title of 
firft painter in his majefty*s fervice ; and, I believe, he has ob- 
tained permiflion to make drawings of all the ports in Sweden ; 
which will form a very curious collection, efpecially as they are 
done by the hand of ib excettent an artift. His diftinguifhed 
merit, foon after his arrival, excited envy and raifed him a num- 
ber of enemies, 

^Mt. Weftmiiller. There was nothing of this painter in the ex- 
hibition of the year mentioned (Feb. l8oo) ; but there had been 
an Ariadne by him in that of the preceding year., which was much 
talked of, and confirmed the reputation he had already acquired* 

He 
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He is the bcft portrait pamter in Sweden after Breda, and in the 
minuter parts of execution he ibmetimes iiirpafles him. The bed: 
of hb portraits that I have ieen/is that of Governor Ugla&. Al- 
though the figure be ftifF, as'indeed all his pidures are, it poiTefle^ 
much animation and expreffion. The hands a^e done with the 
pencil of a mafter ; and the relvet drapery b worthy of the iatin 
of the Chevalier Vanderwerf, His Ariadne of 1790 was aiana^^ 
tural, ill deiigned, and fintihed in a flovoily and tafteldfs manneK 
The nakodneis of the figure was the only drcxaaiRunct that flat- 
tered the eye, and drew the applaufe of die Spectators. 

FOREIGN MEMBERS. 

The works of foreign members do not, Arictly fpcaking, enter 
into an account of the Aater of the arts in Sweden ; but as they 
appeared at the exhibition, and as fomeof thofe members are 
refident in Sweden, I cannot wdl avoid &ying fi>methihg of their 
productions. 

Mr. Incl, director of the royal academy of arts at Copenhagen. 
This painter makes a noiie in the North that is incredible : he i^ 
looked upon as a prodigy. Of portrait painters he is coniiderdd 
as the ne plus u/tnh and his pictures are regarded as models of 
the art. The encomiifms bcftowed on this man appealed to m^ 
ib exceffive and diigufting, that I cannot help introducing in this 
l^ce the remarks that w»e made on him by a great Italian con- 
noiiteur, who had ^n many of his -productions, and was per« 
fcctly acquainted with his manner. " Incl," obicrved he, " » 

" in 
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*' in my eyes of all portxait painters the moft diiagreeable. In rc« 
'* ipcct of dcfign, he is indeed tolerably correct ; but in every 
'' other particular his inferiority is decided. His compofitions are 
^''^ without tafie ; his light and (hade bad ; his colours cold^ hard, 
^' and without the leaft gradation of ihades ; the effefb difagcee* 
^' able; his relemUahces^ though happy enough and to common 
** eyes flriking, arc neverthde& wholly devoid of dignity, and his 
^' contours iharp tuid haiih : he is but very impexfedly acquainted 
'^ with the laws of peripedive ; his figures are mean, and his dra- 
^' pery ftiffand conibained/* 

Mr. Lampi. The Duke and Duchefs of Sudermania being at 
Vienna, had their portraits drawn there by this artift, and ient 
them to the exhibition at Stockholm'. Although LamjH had not 
by any means beftowed particular pains on thefe pi^rts, and 
though they even (hew marks of conffaraint and hurry^ if may be 
confidently affirmed that thefe two portzaits eclipicd dl the reft 
in the exhibition, and proved the ftriking difference between, the 
fouthem and northern fchool. There was in thcfc^two pi^ures 
a noble majefty and a happy imitation of nature. The comnofi- 
tion was plcafing, the colouring vivid, the cfFcft fc^fiblcp ^ the 
light and (bade foft, the contours welt rounded, and the ftrokcs p/^ 
the pencil drawn with the exad aim of jan artift. 
^ Mr. Antony Bodi, a miniature painter; He is a native of Ve- 
nice^ and came to refide at Stockholm only foi^ a time ; during 
which he fini(hed a confiderable number of portraits, all of thi^m* 
of great merit. 1*1 

^ Among 
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Among the works of the dilettanti there were ibme engravings 
by Count Morncr — they were happy imitations of the German 
ftyle of mezzo ttnto, which he leamt during his reiidence at 
Vienna, where he was in the fiiit of fhe Duke of Suderaiania. 

Mademoifelle de PoUctt, maid of honour to the queen dowager^ 
had a landfcape done in Indian ink^ fketched in a very free and 
happy manner. This lady is one of the bcft educated and mod 
accompIi(hed women I met with in the Swediih capital. She 
is a native of Stralfuhd in Germany. 

The two rivals in landfcape painting are, Colonel Skioldebrand 

» 

and Baron de Geer ; but there was none of their productions this 
year in the exhibition. My praifes of the firfl might have the 
appearance of partiality, and I therefore will abftain from them^ 
Roweverjuftly they might be bellowed; but I may venture to 
iay of the fecond, that he has a delicate and pleafmg pencil ; that 
he draws the figures in a lively and correA manner, though he 
has not iiifBciently {hidied the great mailers to have learnt the 
true (hades of perfpedive, and the general effeA of the whol^. 

1 (hall enter no farther into any details; and> indeed, there 
would not be much to add on this fulled which could intereft 
the reader. I will only make this general i^fervation^ that im* 
der the pre&nt reign the fine arts in Sweden arc far from being 
in a flouriihing condition. True genius and talents are not cm* 
{^oyed, but, on tne contrary, diibouraged. Sergei, we have al- 
ready mentioned, has retired under the preiTure of a deep melan- 
choly. Deprez is no longer engaged at the theatre ; and Belanger 

too 
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too has &Uea a victim to jealoufy, cnvji and intrigue. In a 
word, the arts ate reduced to a date of monopoly, in the hands 
of A few who know how to impofe upon the minds of their 
countrfmeni by the machinations of fecret cabal and open 
quackery. 
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THROUGH SWEDEN. it>9 



CHAPTER X. 

Tribute nf Prm/h to Mr. Coxefor his AcoMwi rf Swtdm ; and for 
his Eigemejs in colle3ing Infommtim-*^ ISnt given to Trami^ 
lers^-^The gtmrai tmpreJfBH made on the Author's Mmd, nf th:t 
State of Swedm inrejpe^ to Arts md Scimat; Commerce and 
Manufaanm ; md chil Fteedm^tht Ufe rf Sledges in Win^ 
ter^ and the Adonntaget derived from ih^The different Kinds rf 
Sledges^ mul tlm Roads made ihrongh the SnffXJO^^De^ai^nref^ 
Sfodhobni and Journey to Grifiehamnr^»^Faffage hy Haga and 
UbieJdd-^De/briptwn of the iSardens of Hi^a in Wtfatr-^^^-FMe 
of the CouHtry betwemi XJhfiifdsd4md GriflehaiHn^^Foxee wet mtk 
M the Road-^Want of Jbeasor PnhUc-JSot^ks^^^rmlfions of the 
Feafimtt that attend J>ramSers^^C^ata&er, Maeiners^ amd do^ 
mefiic Omdition if the Teafimtry. 

TF them be w> tntdleiftual fttbjeft^ hoyrWfte tbftrtdt and refiddU 
^ but mtift Recetfadly be attetitmly fcnitiiiized and viewed in 
taridud rcladoHB ; how much more indi^nfibly requiiite is it» 
that diverfity of tot»^ and eacteiriive travels ihoold be tmdeitakeii 
by different i»idxvidiialsy for the difplay of maimers, the knowledge 
of arts, and that the book of nature, beft inftrudor, fliould be 
wide fpread bofoie ttankind. Amidft the Vafi and almoft infinite 
Vol. I. Z variety 
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variety of matter preiented to our obfervation, wc naturally attaiich 
ourfelves to what is congenial with our own habits of thinking, 
and our own pursuits and ihidies. It ought not to be the defign 
or attempt in any new pilgrimage of this kind, to fuperfede and 
render uieleis all that has preceded it. The regions of Scandinu^ 
via certainly open a wide field for various fpeculabons and .diiica* 
veries. The mines of Sweden have given bnth'to muv^ tileraiy 
compofitions, and will yet indubitably produce many niore^ Its 
navigation, commercci revenue, population, govevnmeii^* foiboc^. 
and internal regulations for the good Ojcder amd convcnitfnce. of 
fociety; the public works, edifices, and charities*; the Aate; of 
agriculture, the army, the nftvy, and the various other ofaycAs that 
conftitute the pr<^r fubjcifts of hiftorical works and ftatifticai 
en^ricd-~all thefe particulars Jbare been detailed with tokmUe 
accuracy by many travellers before me. It would not be confident 
with my plan to give a ibtiftical account of Sweden, even could 
I prefiime or fiippofe that my reader would diank me for being 
more minute in my information than Mr* Cose has been ; or be 
plea&d, were I to fwell my pages with more copious extrads firom 
the Swedifh hiftofy than this traveller has fiimiihed. It is a juft 
tribute to Mr. Coxe, and which I readily acknowledge, that he at 
this day pofifefies in Sweden the reputation of an indefatigable 
enquirer and coUeAor of every pofiible infcmnation on a varie^ 
of fubje^b. Whatever he could learn from any one he noted 
down in his journal, imder ibme head or other. If among the 
maf^ of materials which he thus gathered, there were ibme that 

had 
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had already met the public eye^ it muft not be thought that 
Mr. Coxe publiihed them again as a plagiarift or compiler ; but 
St arofe from his not knowings or from overlooking their exiil:-^ 
encc in the literary world. The republication of them, by con- 
firnuDg what others had noticed before. him> gave an additional 
value to his work, which is one of the richeft nufcellanies that ever 
has appeared imder the name of travels. This, teftimony to the 
induftry of Mr. Coze, it would be ungenerous in me to withhold ; 
although I, as well as all other travellers who came after him, 
fuifercd, in tbofe places where he had been, ibme trifling incon- 
TCniencies from the ardour of his zeal in purfuit of information.. 
I w^ told by different peribns, that his eagemeis and impatience 
to obtain inftrbdion on &veral points of public oeconomy, for the 
improTcment of bis ftatilHcal taUes, was fo great, that he was 
always ready to put queftions, but never to anfwer any. The 
Swedes naturally ezpeded that a ftranger would contribute to 
their entertainment, as they were willing to facilitate his labours : 
but Mr. Coze, I was told, declined all free and communicative 
conver&tion, and was intent fblely on his own private views of 
making a publication. He did not heiitikte to requeft gentlemen 
to colled xoptcna^s for hijti, and to C^vour him with their ilate* 
ments in writing. All this might be excufable and even laud- 
able in A philoibpher, yet it was not quite iatUfa^ory to the 
people whom he viiited : they wiihed to have their own curiofity 
in fome meafiire gratified, by an interchange of information: 
they ezpeded ibmething mwe from the jevBCcnd Englifl) traveller: 

Z2 than 
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than ta undergo a mere, examination. Thefc tlmgs w»e &t^ 
quently mentioiKd to me, as ibon as the firft civilities of recep« 
tion had pafied^ and I c(Hvfidertd it as a premonition to myfelf, 
and did not fail to take the hint^ as my readers will readily oon"-* 
ceive and believe, from the paucity of ihitiiHcal Hili^ds that t 
hare touched on^ in companion wkh the Tariovo and prteciie dc« 
tails of Mr. Cbxe. This hint^ which I took myielf, I throw out 
£ba: the benefit of future trayellcn. 

The ftate of Sweden, and particularly that of the capita!, has^ 
left this general imprei&on on txxy mind, that a greater progrefi 
bas^ been made in the fciences and arts, both liberal and mechani- 
cal, by the Swedes, than by any other nation ftmgglnig with 
equal difadrantages of ibil and climate, and labouring under the 
difcouiQgement of internal Gonniliion& and external aggreffions, 
fifom prouKi, powerful^ and overbeanng neighbeurS;. Their com^^ 
meroe, all things conildered, and their manufk^kires are in » 
flottriihiiig ftate* The fpirit of the people, ttnder rarious changes' 
unfainoufable to liberty, Kmains yet unbroken. The government* 
is {till obliged in {ome degree to refpeA the public opinion. Thero* 
is much i^egard paid to the natural claims of individuals ; jufiice 
is tempered with mercy, and great attentk>n is ihewn in their 
ho^ttal's and otiier inftitutions to the fituation of the poor amiP 
helplefs. From the influence of the court among a quick, lively, 
and a<ftivc race of men, private intrigue and cabal hav«, to a gfiiat 
degree, crept into every department of fociety ; and this is what I 
And- the greatcft &bjeft of blame, or of regret, in ^peaking (^ that 

country. 
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eovtntrj. The refources of a fbite are chiefly three ; population^ 
rerenue^ and tor ritory. The firft two are not coniiderable in 
Sweden ;. the kft is great in extent, though not fo in its imme* 
diato valoc : bvt the vaft extent of territory itfelf is an objedt of 
importance* Land and ieas, however Herile and rude^ con-* 
ftaotly become more fertile and ufeful> as the courie of faience 
and art advancc8--*-a8 the French iay, '^ Toujours va la terre au« 
^' bon/' Art fubdocs natural difficulties and di&drantages, and 
finds new u&s foi materials of every defcription : and, finally, it 
may be juftfy; cfcferved that, in the vcxj rudenels of the natural 
elemcnls^ and ia their poverty, the Swedes have a pledge and 
iecority for civil freedom and political iikdependence. 

It is deemed a very great calainity in Sweden, and one not lef$ 
hea^ Aiaa a bad harreft, if the winter be iuch as to prevent the 
tiie of ibtdgtsr beciauie it i$ by means of thefc that bulky commo-* 
^tics, namely, kxm, wood, grain, and other articles, are conveyed 
&aia one place U> another. Winters, however, fo mild that 
fledges cannot be ufed, fbraetimes will happen ; then the commu- 
nication is limited, and commercial interconrfe confined : for thd 
highways are by no i^eanfr iufficient for the purpofes of travelling 
and carrying goods ; whereas, with a fledge you may proceed on: 
the ffloW/ through forefts^ and marlhes, acrofs rivers and lakes, 
without any impediment or interruption. It is on account of 
this fecility o( transporting mcrchans^ze over the ice, that all the 
great &irs in Sweden and Finland are held in the winter feaibn. 
Nor is it an uncommoni thing for the peafants to undertake jour- 
neys. 
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neys, with whatever they have got for the market^ of three or 
four hundred Englifh miles. They have been known to travel 
with their fledges about two hundred miles in ten or twelve days* 
As there is generally no other mode of travelling in Sweden^ or in 
the North, during the winter^ than by means of fledges, the va« 
riety of th^m is fo great, that when the time arrived deftined for 
us to purfue our Journey northward, our variety of choice of ie- 
veral kinds was not a little perplexing. They were not only dif- 
ferent in ornament and form, but alfo in their conflru/ftion and 
manner of accommodating the traveller. When a peribn under- 
takes a long journey in an unufual manner, his pmdence never 
fuffers him to believe that enough has been done ; and embarraflT- 
ments are encreaied through an over anxious multiplication of 
the meafures that are adopted for avoiding them. But there 
were really fome circumftances that obliged us to be very cir- 
cumiped; and nice in our felection of the fledge thut was to 
carry us in our intended expedition from Stockholm towards the 
north. The great and covered fledges, built like the body of a 
carriage, and placed on Abates, are certainly the warmeft, the mofl: 
fociable, and in every refpect the mofl: commodious ; but theie 
were by no means adapted to a journey through Finland. Here 
it is necefl!ary to have fledges of a certain determinate width, 
fuch as can be drawn by one horfe along the narrow roads, t>r 
rather in the ruts or tracks of this country. In many places the 
roads are bordered on both fides by fnow to the height of five 
o? fix feet, forming as it were two ramparts, between which you 

arc 
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arc to more along. The little open fledges, fuch as are ufed in 
Stockholm on parties of pleaiure^ and made commonly in the 
fh&pe of a cockle-fliell, feemed upon the whole moft eligible, on 
account of their lightneft, and their being fufficiently narrow for 
the ftraitcft paflages. But theft iledges, though convenient enough 
for a fmall excurfion, become yery fatiguing on a long journey ; 
and in one of feven or eight hundred Englifh miles would have 
bien altogether infupportable. Without fome particular precau- 
tion, in adding a prop or fupport behind, it was impoflible to refill 
the impulie, or guide the movement and direAion of the fledge, 
in uneven parts of the road. During the whole of our journey we 
were under the neceflSty of being our own drivers. There were 
at the time fomfe Finland fledges to be had at Stockholm, which 
mi^t have feived equally for Sweden and Finland ; but the/e 
vehicles^ ufed only in travelling through that part of Sweden 
which lies. between Stockholm and Finland, were drawn by par- 
ticidar iets of horfes. The peaiants^ unaccuftomed to iuch 
fledgesj refufed to fumiflx their hories, as their hamefs did not 
fuit them. They complained that they were clumfy, awkward, 
and heavy, becaufe they did not reft on iron but large wooden 
fkates. As there is but very little travelling in Finland, the regu- 
lations for the roads are not fo Arid as in Sweden. The fnow 
commonly lays deeper, and the inhabitants, accuftomed to the 
form of their own fledges, fee no reaibn for any road wider than 
the only carriages they are acquainted with require. 
The method of making roads, adopted in all the diftrids of the 

North 
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North in which I have travelled^ after a great fall of &ow« is te 
place a fort of triangle of wood, the bafe of which may be about 
eight or ten feet^ on rollers, where the paflage is to be, and to have 
this franoue drawn forward along the middle by horfes or oxen, the 
acute angle or apex of the triangle being placed for^moft. In this 
manner the fnow lying on the middle of the way is puihed to the 
iides, and a paiTage is thus rendered eafier for the Hedges that come 
after. But this triangle removes or diminiihes only the quantity 
of fnow in the middle of the road, fo that the travellers who after^ 
wards may pafs that way >maJLe another rutt or furrow, proportion^ 
able to the width ^f their fledges : and as the fecond follows al- 
ways the track of the £1^, this furrow, in the courie of time, and 
by new falls of ihow accumulating on the fidci, becomes fo deep, 
that it forma a kind of cafe which admits only fledges of the fame 
-dimcnfioUL. Haying wjaighed all thefc difficulties, and every ob- 
ftacle and dtfadvantage we could think of, we r^folved to content 
i)urfelves with fudi fledges of the pcafants, as we might obtain 
from one ppft-houfe to another, and to travel in this mahner aft 
iar as Abo, where we might purchafc Finljuid fledges in the coun*- 
try itfelC apd purfuc our journey in our own equipage, fuch as it 
would be, ia drdfcr to avoid the inconvenience of fo frequently 
moving and ftowkig our luggage. We flattered ourfclves that 
thi^ expedient was the beft, and fet out perfcAly fatisfied with 
the refolution we had taken* 

We departed from Stockholm on the l<Jth of March, 1 799, at 
ievpo o'clock. in the morning, paffing through the north gate. 

Enveloped 
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Enveloped in pelices of Ruffian bears' Ikins, our heads clofely 
covered with fur caps, and our hands in gloves lined with wool or 
fur, we found no reafon to complain of cold the whole way to 
Griilehamn, where we arrived on the fame evening. The Iky was 
covered with clouds and dark, and confcqucntly our journey was 
difmal, or at leaft gloomy. The firft objed that prefented itfelf 
to our view on leaving Stockholm behind us, was the gardens of 
Haga, already mentioned, with the lake which in the fummer fea- 
fon forms fo great an embellilhment to this delightful retreat. It 
was no longer that delicious paradife, that pleafurc ground tufted 
with trees in leaf, and adorned with flhrubbcrics and coppice wood, 
through which the winding paths, under a pleaiing fhade, imper- 
ceptibly condudled the vifitor to fbme fountain, or to the vaulted 
roof of fome little temple, or fome cabin, the afylum of fimplicity 
and love : it was the ikeleton, or, more properly, the inanimated 
carcafe of that garden. All the fine contrivances of art which 
were made ufe of to captivate the eye, and to fill the mind with 
a pleafing fenfation of furprize and iatisfad;ion ; thoie means that 
were called in aid to . improve the beauty of the place, and to 
conceal its faults ; all thefe fccrets by which you were kept in a 
ftate of ignorance of what could afford no gratification if known 
or fecn, were now, by the mercilefs feverity of the ieafon, cmelly 
revealed. A fad and mournful nakednefs was vifible throughout 
the whole. Thofc temples and retreats to which you were led 
through many meandering ways and turns, and which were {o 
fituated as to deceive the imagination by the idea that they were 
Vol. I. A a ' , placed 
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placed at great diflances from each other^ ivere beheld heaped 
together in one crowd* There appeared no marlcs' of regular 
combination and deiign : all was a dead confufion. 

Having tra\rerfed the lake of Haga, we pafTed very near the 
country houfe of the queen dowager Ulrica, called Ulrickfdalc. 
It had been before the feat of Count John de Gardie, but was 
purchafcd by the queen dowager Ulrica £lean(^a in the reign of 
Charles XL In this retreat the queen enjoyed that peace and 
tranquillity which uiiially fly from the palaces of the great* Be- 
yond Ulrickfdale nothing occurred that was in the leafl interefl- 
ing the whole way to Griflehamn^ a diflance from Stockholm of 
not Icli than iixty-ninc Englifh miles. The face of the country 
cannot be iaid to be either flat or hilly : it is unequal ground^ but 
rifing and falling by gentle fwells. The eye, fatigued by the 
dazzling whitenefs of the fnow, repofcs itfelf with pleafure on the 
dark green of the pines, which are often met with throughout 
the whole of the journey. What aroufed us mofl was to fee foxes 
here and there (landing or walking about on the highway with- 
out any apparent folicitude for their fafety. We were afloniihed 
to find this quadruped fb incautious, and {o devoid of that iagacity 
and prudence which' is the charaderiflic of the Ipecics. The bu- 
iineis for which thofc animals come to the highway we difcovered 
to be no other than to eat the new -dropped dung of the horfes 
that paifed. If, while they were in fearch or pofTeflion of this, a 
fledge happened to go by, they would only leap over to the other 
fide of the ditch, and turn about and keep a conflant eye on the 

equipage. 
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equipage^ or whatever or -whomlbcver they conlidered as obje As of 
juft fufpicion and danger, mthout moTing farther off, even though 
a man ihould come within thirty or forty paces of them. If the 
iledge flopped, then they would immediately betake them&lves 
to flight ; but if any one wfaiiUed, the fox would flop ihort, turn 
about, and for a few &conds look the perfbn in the face. A i|K>rtf^ 
man, having a fowling piece with him in his iledge, would have 
an opportunity of taking a tolerably furc aim, and doing great 
execution among them merely by means of whiftling« We were 
not. without fowling pieces ; but our pelices, a certain lazineis 
and heavinefi with which we were overwhelmed (the eficd, no 
doubt, of the climate), and the conftraint we were under from 
the neceffi^ of accommodating our pofhire to the movement of 
the fledge, all confpired to make fhooting at a mark no eafy mat- 
ter. Befides the report of our pieces might have frightened the 
horfes. 

It is alleged by fbme, that the foxes of the North art of a dif- 
ferent fpecies from thofe of England, and that thofe of the latter 
are larger, more cunning, and wilder than thofe of the former. 
Without pretending to decide this queflion, I fhall only obfcrvc, 
that the prudence of northern animals is often overcome by ex- 
treme hunger, and that the cold in Great Britain is never fo long 
nor fb intenfe as to reduce them to fiich extremity. As to 
their flopping fhort in the midft of their flight, on hearing a 
whifUe, I could never leara or conjedure what fenfation or idea 
this could excite in thenu Being to them an unufual found, they 
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no doubt coniidered it as a warning of danger. The country 
people have a fuperftitious notion, that foxes and wolves are of- 
fended at being called by their fpecific names^ and that they take 
vengeance for this infult on their poultry, and other domefticated 
animals ; for this reaibn they call the foxes brown legs, and the 
wolves grey legs, in the fame manner as the people of Sumatra 
give good names to the tyger. 

During the whole of this route from Stockholm to Griflc- 
hamn, the traveller muft not think of ftopping either to eat or 
fleep ; I inean to fay, that there are no inns to be met with as in 
other parts of Europe. He muft carry his provifions along with 
him, for the poor peafants have feldom any thing bcfides bread 
and milk, or fbmetimes ialted provifions, not always agreeaUe to 
travellers. Their bread is fiat round cakes, made for the moft 
part of barley or rye, with holes in the middle, through which a 
firing pafies for flinging a number of them on their backs when 
they go abroad to the woods, or fields, of a-fifhing. Potatoes are 
by no means common among them, which is owing, I imagine, 
to the difficulty they find to keep them from the frofl in winter. 
The philofophical oeconomifls, numerous as they are in Sweden, 
have not yet, it would fecm, difcovered themfelves, or at leafl not 
taught the country people, that this ufeful root may be fecured 
from the keenefl frofl, by lodging it in cavities dug to a fuffiicient 
depth in the earth ; but the peafants, though poor, feel no pref- 
fing wants that are not gratified. Befides bread and milk, they 
have in their flores falted or fmoked meat^ as well as fifli, and oc- 
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cafionally even beer and brandy; but thefc laft arc objcifts of 
luxury, and neceflary only to faditious appetites : both they and 
their children are well fed. Their houfes and manner of clothing 
fuflSiciently proteft them from the feverity of the cold ; their fire- 
iides are always well provided with wood, and their apartments 
warm and comfortable. The traits of innocence, fimplicrty, and 
contentment, which, on entering any one of their cabins, you 
may perceive in their countenances, form a piAure that muft 
greatly move the feniibility of a flranger, and intereft the feelings 
of his heart. The little iports of the children, the ikipping and 
frifking of dogs and cats, the crackling made by faggots and logs 
of wood, the modefl: and trembling fong of the cricket, recalled 
to my mind, with great pleafure, four charming lines of Gold- 
fmith, which exhibit an exa<A Hkenefs of what I a<flually faw : 

Around in fympathetic mirth,^ 

Its tricks the kitten tries ; 
The cricket chirrups in the hearth, ^ 

The crackling faggot flies.. 
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CHAPTER- XL 

Gri/lebamn — The faffage acrofs the Gulf to Finland dangerous in 
Summer to navigate, and in Winter frozen eroerfo as to bear Sledges 
— The Authors Journey acrofs the Ice. Difficulties attending it, 
and Adventures that happened — Seals, or Sea^Cahes, Irving on and 
under the lee. Manner of hunting them — The Ifles of Aland. 
Some of them mentioned hy Name : the Fortrefs of Cq/ileholmen 
— Anecdotes from a Cowoerfation with a Peafant. 

^^ RISLEHAMN is a fmall poft town, where all traTcUers ftop 
in their way to or from Sweden or Finland, whether in 
fummer or winter. The navigation of the (baits here is extremely 
dangerous, as well as difagreeable. There is only one pa^ge for 
large veflels, and the mariners are always in terror of fbriking on 
the rocks which are every where fcattered in this formidable iea. 
In winter a paflage is very rarely attempted^ but when the whole 
furface is frozen to fuch a degree of iblidity as to bear a fledge. 
When this is not the cafe, as fometimes happens during a mild 
and open winter, thofe perfbns who have occaiion to travel from 
Sweden, either to Finland or Ruflia, are under the neceffity of 
going by the way of Tomea all round the gulf of Bothnia. Grifle- 
hamn is not remarkable on any account, except its being a place 

of 



] 







^ 



1 



^ 



s^ 



1 



^ 



'V 

M 



_^ THROUGH SWEDEN. 183 

of rendezvous for travellers by iea or land. It has neither com- 
merce, manufaiSurcs, nor houies fit for the accommodation of 
Ihrangcrs. It confifts of nothing more than the poft-mafter*s ha- 
bitation, which is built of brick ; and a number of wooden cabins< 
around it, which are occupied by peafants. The harbour of GriHe- 
hamn, though not very -capacious, is excellent, particularly for 
fmall veflcls* Two tongues of land jetting into the fea fecure it? 
from both the call arid weft winds, while a fmall ifland, fituated 
nearly in the middle between them, breaks the force of the waves 
that are driven agalnft theicoaft by the winds which agitate the 
whole mafs of the Bothnian fea in its diredion from the North. 
On one of thefc tongues of land a telegraph is ereiled on a com- 
manding height, which is the only one that I faw in Sweden. It: 
was conftruded by order of Guftavus 111.^ during the war in Fin- 
land, on a plan given by Mr. Eklelkrantz, member of two Swediih 
academies above noticed. This telegraph, by intermediate fta-* 
tionsj communicates with the capital as well as Finland, at times 
when, from the weaknefs of the ice, a paffage over the gulf is 
impraifticablc. 

When a traveller is going to crofi over the gulf on the ice to 
Finland, the peafants always oblige him to engage double the 
number of horfes to what he had upon his arriving at Griflehamn. 
We were forced to take no lefs than eight fledges, beiftg three iip 
company, andtwofcrvants. This appears at firft fight to be aaimw 
pofition on the part of the peafants^; but we found, by experience, 
that it was a neceflary precaution. The diflance acrofs is forty- 
three 
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three Englifli miles, thirty of which you travel on the ice without 
touching on land. This paffage over the frozen (ea is, doubtlefs, 
the moft fingular and ftriking fpe<9:acle that a traveller from the 
South caii behold. I laid my account with having a journey 
more dull and unvaried than furprifing or dangerous. I expeAed 
to travel forty-three miles without fight of land over a vaft and 
uniform plain, and that every fucceffivc mile would be in exaft 
unifbn and monotonous correipondence with thofe I had already 
travelled ; but my aftoniihment was greatly increafed in propor- 
tion as we advanced from our ftarting-poft. The fca, at firft 
fmooth and even, became more and more nigged and unequal. 
It afiumed, as we proceeded, an undulating appearance, refem- 
bling the waves by which it had been agitated. At length we 
met with mailes of ice heaped one upon the other, and fome of 
them feeming as if they were fufpended in the air, while others 
were raifed in the form of pyramids. On the whole they ex- 
hibited a piAure of the wildcft and moft favage ccnfufion, that 
iurpriied the eye by the novelty of its appearance. It was an 
immenfe chaos of icy ruins, prcfented to view under every pof- 
fible form, and embellilhed by fuperb ftaladites of a blue green 
colour. 

Amidft this chaos, it was not without difficulty and trouble that 
our horfes and fledges were able to find and purfue their way. It 
was neceffary to make frequent windings, and fometimes to return 
in a contrary diredion, following that of a frozen wave, in order to 
avoid a coUedion of icy mountains that lay before us. In fpitc 

of 
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of all our expedients for discovering the eveneft paths, our fledges 
were every moment overturned to the right or the left ; and fre- 
quently the legs of one or other of the company, raifed perpendi^ 
cularly in the air, ferved as a iignal for the whole caravan to halt. 
The inconvenience and the danger of our journey were ftill far- 
ther encreafed by the following circumftance. Our hories were 
made wild and furious, both by the fight and the fmell of our 
great pelices, manufadured of the fkins of Ruflian wdive? or 
bears. When any of the fledges was overturned, the horfes be- 
longing to it, or to that next to it, frighted at the fight of what 
they fuppo&d to be a wolf or bear rolling on the ice, would iet 
off at full gallop, to the great terror of both paflenger and driver* 
The peafant, apprehenfive of lofing his horfe in the midft of this 
defert, kept firm hold of the bridle, and iuflfered the horie to drag 
his body through mafles of ice, of which £bme fliarp points threat- 
ened to cut him in pieces. The animal, at lail wearied out by 
the conftancy of the man, and diflicartened by the <4){laclcs con- 
tinually oppofed to his flight, would ftop ; then we were enabled 
to get again into our fledges, but not till the driver had blind- 
folded the animal's eyes : but one time, one of the wiideft and 
moft Spirited of all the horfes in our train, having taken fright, 
completely made his efcape. The peafant who cpnduifted him, 
unable any longer to endure the fatigue and pain of being dragged 
through the ice, let go his hold of the bridle. The horfe relieved 
from this weight, and feeling himfelf at perfe<% liberty, redoubled 
his fpeed, and furmounted every impediment. The fledge, which 
Vol. I. B b he 
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he made to dance in the air, by alarming his fears, added new 
wings to his flight. When he had fled to a coniiderable diftance 
from us, he appeared from time to time as a dark ipot which con* 
tinued to diminifli in the air, and at laft totally vaniflied from 
our iight. Then it was that we recognized the pmdence of hav- 
ing in our party fome fpare horfes, and we were fully fenflble of 
the danger that muft attend a journey acrofs the gulf of Bothnia 
without fuch a precaution* The peafant, who was the owner 
of the fugitive, taking one of the fledges, went in fearch of 
him, trying to find him again by following the traces of hb flight. 
As for ourielvesy we made the bed of our ^ay to the ifles of 
Aland, keeping as nearly as we could in the middle of the iame 
plain, fttU being repeatedly overturned, and always in danger of 
lofing one or other of our horfes; which would, have occafioned 
a very ferious embarraflfment. During the whole of this journey 
we did not meet with, on the ice, fo much as one man^ beaft» 
bird, or any living creature. Thofe vafl: iblitudes preicnt a deiert 
abandoned as it were by nature. The dead fil^ice that reigns 
is intenrupted only by the whifliling of the winds ^gainft the pro* 
minent points of ice, and fometimes by the loud crackings occa- 
fioned by their being irrefiftibly torn from this frozen expanfe ; 
pieces thus forcibly broken off are frequently blown to a confider* 
able diflance. Thrc»igh the rents produced by thefe ruptures, 
you may fi:e below the watery abyis ; and it is fbmetimes necef** 
fary to lay planks acrols them, by way of bridges^ for the fledgea 
to pafs over. 

The 
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The only aninuds that inhabit thoie deiertSt and find them an 
agreeable abode, are {(^a-olvcs^x feals. In the cavities of the ice 
th^y depofit the fruits of their love, and teach their young ones 
betimes to brave all the rigours of the rudeftfeaibn. Their mo- 
tbefs lay them down^ all- naked as they are brought forth> on the 
ice ; and their fathers take care to have an open hole in the ice 
near them, ^ a fpeedy communication with the water. Into 
l^efc they plunge with their young, the moment they fee a hunter 
approach ; or at other times tbcy deicend into them fponttanmuily 
ffl.icirch of fifhes, for fuftenance to themfelves and their ofisprmg. 
The manner in which the male feals make tliofc holes in the ice 
fis aftonifhing : neither their teeth nor their paws have any, (hare 
in this operation ; but it is performed Iblely by their breath. They 
- are often hunted by the peafants of the iflcs. When the iflandeirs 
diicover one of thoie animals, they take poft, with guns and^vcsi 
at ibme diflance from him, behind a mai» ^f ice, and wak till 
the leai comes up from the water fortfaepurpoie of taking in 
his quantum of air. It ibmetimes happens, when the fr^ft i&ex^ 
tremely keen, that the hole is frozen up almoft immediately after 
the fcal makes his appearance in the atmofphere ; in. which: cafe 
the peafants fall on him with their fticks, befixe be has time 
with his breath to make a new aperture. Iii iiich lextremities the 
animal difplays an incredible degree of courage. With his for*- 
middble teeth he bites the club with which he b aflaulted, and 
even attempts to attack the peiidns who ftrike him ; but the 
utmoft efforts and reiiftance of theie creatures are not much 

Bb2 dreaded. 
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dfended, on acoount of the flowncis oi their mottoos, and the in- 
aptitude of their members to a (olid element. 

After confiderable fatigue, and manj adventures, having re* 
freihed our bories about halfway on the high fea, we at length 
touched at the fmall iHand of Signilikar. This ifland preienfcs to 
the view neither wood nor lawn, and is inhabited only by ibme 
peaiantSy and the officer of the telegraph which is fiationed here 
lor keeping up a correipondence with that of Griflehamn. It 
is one of thofe little iilands fcattered in this part of the gulf^ 
which colleAively bear the name of Aland. The diftance 
from Griilehamn to Signilikar, in a ftrait line, is five Swediih 
miles, which are nearly equal to thirty-five Englifh; but the 
turnings we were obliged to make, in order to find out the moil 
pvadicabk places, could not be lefs than ten Engliih miles more. 
AH thift while svt were kept in anxious fuijpence concerning the 
fate of our fiigithre horfe^ and entertained the taoA uneafy appre* 
henikms that he was either loft in the immenfity of the icy defert^ 
or buried perhaps in the wiDery abyfs. We. were preparing tcK 
continue our journey throu^ the ifles on the ice» ftnd had already 
put new faories to 0ur«fledge^ when we ipied» with inexprdfible 
pleafure, the two fledges returning with the fugitire. The ani« 
mal was in tiie moft deplorable condition imaginable : his body 
was covered all over with fweat and foam^ and was enveloped in 
a cloud of fmoke. Still we did not dare to come near him ; the 
exceffive fatigue of his violent courfe had not abated his ferocity ; 
he was as mnch alarmed at the fight of our pelices as before; he 
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fnorted, boonded, and beat the ibow and ice withhb feet; nor 
could the utmoft ezertiont of the peaiknCs to hold him iafthaye 
prevented him hoax once m<»e making his efcape^ if we hftd not 
retired to ibme diftance, and removed the iight and the icent of 
our pelices. From Signilika vre pnriued our joura^ through the 
whole of the iiles <^ Aland. In diBTerent parts q£ Aland you meet 
with poft*hou&s^ diat is to iaywith |4aoGB where you may get 
faorfes. You travel partly by land and partly over the ice of the 
iea. The diftance between {Mat of tbeie iflands amounts to no 
lefs than eight or ten miles. On the fea^ the natives have uicd 
the precaution of fixing branches of trees^ or putting fmall pines 
along the whole route^ for .the guidance of tiaveUers in the night-- 
time, or dircAing them how to find out the right vmy after falls 
offiiow. 

Between the two ifaitions of Henldiby and Skoipas ia fituated 
on a rock the famous fortnik of CaftellKdmen, every where en- 
compafled by water, except on one fide, where it communicates 
with an iiSand by means of a narrow tongue of land. This caftle is 
now in a ilate of ruin, and will perhaps never bie reftored. It v?as 
built by Binger Jarl, adminiArator of Sweden, and father of king 
Welderoan. It became afterwards the re(idence of the goiremors of 
Aland, and continued fo till the ytu l6S4. During the reign of 
Eric of Pomerania, this caftk was inhabited by a fiireign lady of 
the name of Yda. Under Eric Puke it was, in confequence of his 
orders, reduced by John Folk^nfea* It was given in 1^05 by the 
regent Suante Sture to the Chevalier Eric, ion to John Vaia, and 

father 
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father of Gufiavus L Doring the war between Suantdi Store and 
Joha IL king of Denmark, it was bumcdj but rebuilt^ and ferved 
as a prifon to the unfortunate Eric XIV. in the year 157 1» In 
the year 1660 it was. graiited, with all the ifles of Aland ia fi^f, 
taduke John. Aj^er this, namely in l0o3, it devolved ta Car 
therine, widow ofGruftavus L In lG44 that part of the caftle, 
which was conftru^d of wood was deftroy^d by fire. ^Thqii 
it bcMme the property Qu^en Ulrica Eleanoraj tlbe confort of 
Charles XL and itfice that it has been burned and rebuilt ieveral 
times. 

Between the ifles of Verggta and Kunitinge we bad for our 
guide a peafant of about fifty ^five years. of age, who ailonUbed up 
with the g^at freedom of his.converiatkm, as well a& the. good 
ienle of his observations. Very different from other ruftii:s, whQ 
never open their Upa> nor difoover any ipadi^ c^ curiefity. about 
any thing, he made many enquiries,, and with gteat pobtcseis^ 
concerning oor nfttive country, the nature of its go^vei^WQ^ntj its 
fituatioH, dimata, natural produce, and ieveial other iiit^ds; and 
his queftioQs flruck vis as being greatly above tiie coiiimon under- 
(landing of peribns in his conditton of life. Being informed that 
we were from Italy, he exprefled much aftontfliment: jbe had 
beards he iaid, that there was a war in Italy, and that there wa^ 
in that country a warrior who ibruck tenor into all the wodd ; 
alluding no doubt to Bonaparte. We afked him how many ntics . 
he conceived Italy to be diftant firom Aland ? He faid he could 
ncA tell ; but that he imagined it to be a great deal Either off 

than 
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than Denmark. When we told him that it was three hundred 
Swediih leagues beyond Denmark^ he looked at us with amaze* 
ment, and, afber a ihort paule, iaid, that he could not intagine 
from what motives we could have come to his country at an ex- 
pence of {o many fix dollars for poft-horfes. His particular amufe- 
ment in converfation feemed to be to fpeak ill of the clergy, whom 
he turned into ridicule with a very happy vein of humour. He 
was a great partizan of Gruftavus the Third, with whom he faid 
he had converfed, and who not unlikely may have diverted him- 
felf with this peafant. He never quitted his favourite topic of 
abuiing the clergy, but conftantly returned to it from any digref- 
iion which we had indulged. '^ Guftavus III. (faid he) was a 
<< great man and a great king. Still, however, he did not make 
** any pretentions to half the reipe^ and veneration that are ex- 
** aAcd by our clergy. The clergy preach humility, but are them- 
" felves proud. Our pariih priefts enjoy good ftipends in the moft 
" tranqxxil eafc : and that they may be difturbed by nothii^, they 
^' hire a poor clergyman to preach a fesmcm for them on Sundays, 
'' while they thentfelves do nothing but fit ftill on a feat, and re- 
^^ ceive the homage of die peafants as they pais by them. This 
^ idlenefs of theirs, I can afiure you, is not to be imputed to any 
•* want of capacity or knowledge. : for when any queftion arises 
^ concerning the payment of tythcs, or of a portion of our hard 
«' earnings, they Immediately ihew themfelves to be the moil: 
<' learned and acute men in the world. They are not only ready 
^^ reckoners, but have at their fingers ends all the laws, ordinances 

'^and 
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'* and ilatutes of the kingdom/' I repeat here what was iaid by 
the peaiant almdl word for word^ as it may give fomc idea of the 
way of thinking on this fubjeA that prevails among that clafs of 
peopie in this part of the country. What encreafed our furprife 
at this man's intelligence was> that he had received no education^ 
nor ever read any books ; what he iaid was merely the refult of 
hi% own ob&rvation. Our philoibpher intermixed in his conver* 
iiition fome meteorological obfervations, and predided a very late 
Aimmer from ibme ipots he had>remarked in that great luminous 
belt which goes acrois the heavens^ and is called the Milky- way* 
He related fomc anecdotes of the laft war in Finland^ and told us 
that the battle of Hogland was not fb deciiive in favour of the 
Swedes as it might have been^ had every thing been executed in 
due manner: but Prince Frederic could not fend the flotilla to 
fuccour the fleet, which was (hort of ammunition. This is one 
of the moft remaricable circumftances in the whole hiilory of the 
war ; and of the truth of it I viras well aflured afterwards by per- 
fons who had the beft opportunities of knowing the fad, and 
whoie veracity was above all doubt. The following was the iitu- 
ation of aflTairs : The land army was pofted at Laviia, under the 
joint command of Prince Frederic and General Toll. When the 
battle began. Prince Frederic, knowing that the Swedilh fleet 
was in want of ammunition, was deiirous of fending it a iupply 
by the flotilla which lay at anchor in the road of Lavifa, and gave 
wdcrs to General Toll to that purpofc : but the general refufed to 
execute the prince's intention; ; and when the latter was proceed- 
ing 
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ing to enforce obedience, the general pulled out of his pocket a 
paper in which he had been invefted privately with the exclufivc 
command of the flotilla. By this paper'thc prince learnt how 
little confidence was placed in him by the king. Had the Ruf- 
fians held out but one hour longer, the whole Sewdflh fleet mufi: 
have been taken. The two fleets were equally crippled, and it 
was the retreat of the Ruflians alone that conftituted the Duke of 
Sudermania the hero of that naval engagement. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

An Account of the Ifles of Aland — TJielr Situation^ Name, and Hif^ 
tory — Partfhes and Civil Regulations — Soil and Produce — The 
Inhabitants*, their Manners and Ctiftoms — Natural Hifiory : 
Quadrupeds, Birds, amphibious Animals, Fjfhes, InfeSls, Plants, 
and Minerab. 

npHE iflc of Aland, with its dependant iflands, to the number 
-■- of eighty, moft of them imall, but inhabited, are fituated 
between the gulfs of Bothnia and Finland, in latitude 50 degrees 
47 minutes, to Ooi degrees north, and longitude 36 degrees 
57 minutes, to 30 degrees and 47 minutes.* In rcfpeA to its ex- 
tent, Aland conilitutes the fmalleft of the poiTeilions belonging to 
the crown of Sweden, containing only eleven fquare Swcdifh 
miles, or about feventy-feven Engliih, being in length about 
twenty Engliih miles, and in breadth about fixteen. 

The name of Aland feems to be derived from the ancient 
Gothic A, which fignifies water, and the word land ; fo that 
Aland together is the fame in meaning as illand. This appears 
to be the moft natural etymology, though various writers have 

* From the meridian of Ferro. Reckoning from the meridian of London, the 
longitude would be from 19 degrees 11 minutes, to 22 degrees 1 minutes eaft. 

indulged 
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indulged thcmfclves in conjcdurcs, for which there is always room 
in enquiries concerning the origin of places^ and the derivation of 
their names. 

Aland has been fuppofed anciently to have been governed by its 
own monarchs ; but howxvcr that may be, it is certainly known 
that fince the fourteenth century it has made part of the biihop- 
rick and government of Abo, with the exception that in the year 
1 743 Aland and the other illands fubmitted to Ruffia, and fwore 
allegiance to the Czarina, but were foon after reftored to Sweden 
by the treaty of Abo. Thefe iflands in former times frequently 
fufFered from the invafions of the Ruffians, and the inhabitants 
had been forced to fly from their houfes and fertile plains. But in 
171 8 a congrcfi was held here for the refloratidn of peace, by 
which the enjoyment of tranquillity was fecured to them. 

Aland and the feveral ifles contain eight parifhcs, each of which 
has a church. Bcfides thefe places of worfliip, there are fevcn 
chapels. The names of the pariflies are Sund, Saltvick, Finftrom^ 
Hammarfknd, Jomala, Lemland, Foglo, and Ktnnblinge. 

The Laplanders and Fins were imdoubtedly the earlieft inhar 
bitants of theie iflands, and their reiidence here is plainly to be 
traced in the names of places which ftill remain, and were in all 
likelihood given by them; flich as Lappo, Lapbole, Lapwafs, 
Finby, Finfl3X)m, Finno, Finko, and Finholm. In the parifli of 
Sund is a natural grotto formed in the iide of a mountain, about 
flx yards in length and three in breadth, and from four to five yards 
in height. During the invafion of the Rufl[ians in 17 14 it fervedt 
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as a place of concealment ; and undoubtedly, in ancient timc5> thts 
as well as nriany other caves were iht habitations of the aborigines 
of the illand. 

Several lakes are met ivith in thefe iflands, and but one rirulet» 
which however is fuiHcient to work two mills* one of which is a 
faw^milL The mountains are numerous; the higheft of them is 
called Ulfdubs Klint. 

Haga is a royal farm ; Kermundo or Germundot and Soneroda, 
Me ftyled JaterUr, or free towns^ being exempted from all im- 
pofls. 

Aland has a judge who conilastly refidcs there, and likewiic 
a phyfician, who befides ads as an apothecary when neccilit)^ 
requires. A public fchool was eilabliihed here iinee J63g, but 
it has been fliut up fince 1791. The revenues which the crow» 
of Sweden receives from Aland and the other iflaads, amount an*- 
nually to nineteen thoufand nine hundred and eighty-iix rix dol- 
lars. Two hundred and ninety-eight failors are regiilered in thefe 
iilands, which coft the king of Sweden about five thouiand rix 
doUars yearly. 

Aland contains about three thoufand feven hundred and fifty 
acres of land in cultivation, which produce rye, wheat, oats and 
barley in the proportion of feven for one. The annual growth of 
wheat is about twenty* two thoufand five hundred hwxels. There 
is one parifli which has no ars^le land, and in this reiped re- 
iembles Lapland. The inhabitants of thb pariih employ thf m- 
felves in filhbg, and purchafe all the com they have occafion for 

of 
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of their neighbours. They catch vaft numbers of pilchards^ of 
which they make great profit^ it being the chief traffic of thelc 
iflands. 

It has been long in agitation to build a city in the iile of Aland; 
but the projedl has not hitherto been carried into execution, ow- 
ing, it is faid, to the difficulty of chuiing a proper Ipot for it. 

The ufual route from Sweden to Finland is from the poft office 
of Griflehamn in Upland, which is eleven and a half Swediih 
miles, to Eckero in Aland ; and from that place acrofs the ifland 
to Abo, which is five miles more. A Swediih mile makes be- 
tween fix and fcven Englifli miles. 

In the year 1 792 the number of inhabitants upon the ifland 
of Aland amounted to eleven thoufand two hundred ahdfixty, 
which is upwards of a thoufand to every fquare Swedifli mile ; si 
very great number when it is coniidered how mountainous the 
ifland is. The inhabitants of theie iflands live to very great ages. 
From the year I692 to the prefent time, nine pcrfbns arc recorded 
to have died at the great age of one hundred years ; and perhaps 
the number had been found greater, had it been thought worth 
while to notice this particular. In 1703 there died a woman 
named Anna Berg, who was one hundred and nine years old : 
and at Kumblinge, in the year 1 76Q, another perfbn of the fame ftx 
died at an age of upwards of one hundred and twenty years. One 
fixth part of the inhabitants are above iSfty years old ; a circum* 
flance which afibuds a convincing proof of the heakhincis of the 
place. 

The 
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The fca which: furrounds the ifle of Aland is very ieldom frozen,^ 
and was lefs fb formerly than at the prefcnt time. In 1 540 it 
was remarked as an extraordinary event, that in that year the fca 
was fb frozen as to be crofTed On the ice. It feems latterly that 
thefe fevere frofls happened once in ten years. The winter of 
the year 1702 was remarkably mild, fb that barley was fbwn on 
the twenty-fifth of March, at which time there was plenty of 
paflure for cattle : confidcring its high latitude, Aland enjoys a 
very favourable climate. 

. In their manners and cufloms the inhabitants of Aland do not 
differ greatly from the peafants of Upland. Their marriages and 
funerals are celebrated much in the fame manner. In Aland they 
ufually marry about the middle of fummer, and appear theitby 
to fhew that they have no need to wait for the time of harvefl 
to enable them to fupport a family. 

The Alanders commonly ufe nourifhing food ; their bread is 
generally made of rye, even when the crops of that kind of com 
have proved unfavourable. Frefh fifh, and fiih dried or falted, 
together with milk, butter, cheefe, and flefh-meat, are their ufual 
&re. They make ufe of the flelh of feals, and prepare a difh 
czWcdiJkalkroppe, compofed of coUops of the flefli mijied up with 
flour and lard, and thb they reckon excellent* In their voyages 
by fca they lay in a good flock of provifions, and at thofe time» 
are not fparing of meat and butten 

The drefs of the Alanders is becoming. The men wear, in 
general, fhort jackets, which on holidays are conunonly of blue 

cloth. 
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cloth. The young peafants commonly wear cotton (lockings^ and 
many of them have even watches. The women, when full 
drefled, wear a petticoat and apron of camlet, cotton, or printed 
linen, and fometimes of filk. Hieir drefs in mourning is ge* 
nerally of black iilk, with a camlet petticoat. For the moft 
part they wear caps, and feveral filk handkerchiefs over their 
necks. In their houfes they are chiefly dreflcd in clothing of their 
own manufa<fiure, of which they have a variety. The married 
women often appear with a number of gold rings upon their 
fingers, and they fccm particularly fond of wearing fuch orna- 
ments ; yet itlver fpoohs and goblets are lefs often feen in Aland 
than amongft the fubftantial farmers in Sweden. 

The dwellings of the peafants are very neat and convenient, 
kept in good repair, and well lighted. They are ufually built of 
wood, fir, or deal, and covered with the h^xk of the birch tree, 
or fhingles. Their out* houfes are moftly thatched. As they 
have no running ilreams and water-mills, Scarcely any peafant 19 
without a windmill. 

The Alanders are upon the whole an ingenious, lively, and 
courteous people ; and on the fea difpiay a great degree of ikill 
and refolution. As a proof of the regularity of their lives, it is 
only neceffary to obferve, that from the yeaf 1749 to 1793, no 
more than fevea criminals were capitally convided, and within 
that ipace of time only fcven murders committed ; which is in 
the proportion of one execution and one jnurdcr to one thousand 
eight hundred natural deaths : whereas in London, during the year 

1701, 
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.1 791> out of eighteen thoufand feven hundred and fixty who died, 
thirty-feven fu0ered under the hands of the executioner ; and at 
Naples and in Sicily , fix hiuidred murders are fuppofed to be per* 
petrated one year with another in a population of five millions. 
From the year 1 749 to the year 1773, there were born in Aland 
one hundred and nineteen illegitimate children.; from 17 74 to 
1 7go^ the number of thefe was one hundred and twenty*iix ; 
which is in the proportion, for the firil tweuty-^^five years, of one 
baftard child to eighty* three legitknate children ; and for the ioU 
lowing iixteen years, of one to fifty-three. The latter proportion, 
however, is in fome meafure a proof of an increafe of moral de* 
pravity ; though it be trifling when compared with other places, 
fuch as Stockholm and Abo, where one-fixth part of the children 
bom are illegitimate; and if we take the births through Sweden 
we fiiall find the prop<Mtiot> to be one to forty-five. 

The people of Aland are far from being fuperftitious; but, for 
vhat reafon I know not, they arc accufed of being of a liti^ous 
difpofition. 

No bears or Iquirrels are to be found in thefe iAands ; and the 
Elk, which formerly was uncommonly nuraerous, is now na 
lionger feen in them. The animals chiefly found are wolves^, 
(which are faid to crois the fea from Finland; when it has hap* 
pened to be frozen over) foxes, martens, hare% ermisies, ' bats, 
nK>les, rats, mice, &:c. ; otters are but nurdy met with : on the 
coaft are found feals, &c. 

Of birds there arc above a hundred di&rent i{kccies £bund in 

thefe 
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thefc iilands. AmongO: the iea fowl are the colymbus, the peli- 
can, four difierent forts of gulls, the didapper, the eider, and more 
than a dozen other of the tribe of ducks. 

Of amphibious animals arc three fpecics of lizards, or newts, 
frogs, &c. Amongft the fifh are found falmon, trout, cod, had- 
dock, ling, perch, tench, pilchards, iprats, together with a con- 
iiderable number of other kinds. 

The infeds found in Aland amount to the number of betwixt 
ieven and eight hundred dtfTerent ipecies : among thefo we (hall 
only make mention of one, and that on account of its very de- 
ilrudive qualities. Tou often find trees in great number which 
have been killed by this fpecies of infcA ; and, what is ilill more 
diftreiling and harraffing, houfos newly built have been known to 
fall into decay and ruin in a fhort time, entirely by the devafla- 
tion of thcfe pernicious anin^als. 

The Alanders pay no great attention to the culture of bees. 
Crawfiih arc not very common in thefe iflands, and were firft 
brought over by the queen dowager of Gruftavus the firft. 

The Flora Suecica reckons about fix hundred and eighty plants 
that are indigenous in Aland and the neighbouring ifles ; of which 
number one hundred and fifty are cryptogamia. Moft of the 
trees common to Sweden are alfo found in Aland. Few minerals 
are to be met with here ; and the mountains are formed chiefly 
of a red kind of granite. 



Vol. I. D d TRAVELS 



TRAVELS 



TUftOUOH 



FINLAND. 



( a«>5 ) 



TRAVELS 



TRUOVGH 



FINLAND. 



CHAPTER Xni. 



Arrival In Finland at the Tcwn of Abth--^ Account of this Cit^y^-^ 
The Library— The Univerfity— Admiral HeJ&ng— Farther Par^^ 
ticulars of the Town of Aho ; iti Situation, Streets, Buildings— 
The Cathedral— The Building of the Academy— The Harbour— 
The Inhabitants of Abo^— Their Trade and Commerce— 'The Cqftle, 
called Abo-hus. 

TN our way to Abo we paiTed near the cafUe named Abo-hus, 
^ iituated at the mouth of the river Aura, upon a cape or point 
of land> bounded by the water on three iides.^ The governor 
and bifhop, who generally refide at Abo^ happened to be abient 
when we arrived ; but we had the good fortune to be introduced 
to Admiral Hcding» who received us with great politeneisi and 

* See a defcription of it| page 214. 

engaged 
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engaged us to pafs the greatcft part of the two days wc remained 
at Abo in his houfe. The admiral lives clofe to the caflle. 

Wc lodged at Seiflcrs, the fign of the Viftory, where our en- 
tertainment was as bad as poflible ; but we were obliged to jput 
up with it, as there was no other houfe of the fame kind in 
the place. 

The library it the only thing in the town worthy the travel- 
ler s notice, though it is of no great confcquence. Among other 
curioiities they (hewed me & p gftyer - bo ok printed by a peafant 
with wooden tablets, upon which he had cut the letters. In the 
fame library there is a tdeiably complete coUedion of Swediih 
medals, ancient as well as modern. The number of fhidents at 
the univeffity amoutttt W sbout three hundred. Thext is^ but one 
prfrHting pffe& iu Ac toiAii^ and etAj two bookiellefs: fhops, 

Thetr &hodl of a na totny is in confideraUe repute : it is not 
likelj to waM iul^eAa ibr diilfe(fbon, fiisce, by a particular regula- 
tion, all fuch pcr&ns as koU lands or penfions from the crown 
are bound to leave their bodies to be difleAed at the anatomical 
theatre. If the fame law had been extended to phyiicians and 
furgeons, it would not have appeared lefs ritiontL I made ac- 
quaintance with profeilbr Porthaan, who fhewed us every thing 
of any value in the library, and with great politenefs gave us all 
the information in his power re fpcft ing our route through Fm*. 
land. He alfb made us a prefent of fome diflertations he had 
written on dii&rent fubjefts concerning that country* 

Mr. Franqeu gave me a precious Specimen of national poetry, 

confiding 
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cx>niHling of a little long oompoied by a pca&nt girl, the fervant 
of a cleigymani who met with a diiappointment in an affignation 
with her lover. I Ihall prclent the reader with this piece in 
another place^ when I come to ipeak of the genius of the Fin- 
landers for poetry. 

Admiral Heding ia one of the moft diftinguiihed men in Swe«- 
den for talents^ in the department of the marine. His prefent 
majefly does not ieem to make a proper eftimate of his merit, 
perhaps on account of the attachment be fhewed to the Duke of 
SudcriQania> during his late regency. The admiral*s conversation 
is infinitely intereftingf accompanied however with a dry frank* 
neis of manner, which on diffi:rent occafions has been of preju^ 
dice to him at oouft. He is known in Sweden lor his perfenat 
courage, for his talents, for his lively repartees attd dpn fMts. He 
has ferwad in the Fwacb, £n^iih» and Spanish fleets, and fpeaks 
all thoie languages with equal fluency, befkles the Swedifli and 
German; the lafl: is his native taongue. GuAavus IIL entertained 
the higheft ofmiioii of his charader, and in conikieration of his^ 
etmnent acoompliihments could forgive the fiai^neis of his con* 
verfatidn, and even his hm m^tSy though ibnetimes they were w 
little too h^ily feaibned for the palate of a king. In the affiur 
of Wibuigt when Guftavus fufiered himfelf to be blocked up^ . 
Admiral Heding*s frigate, called la Folle^ hot being there, he told 
the king that he thought he fhould hencefosth nan^ her la Sage y 
and when his m^eily demanded his reafbn— '* bccaufe/* laid he,, 
^ flie was too wife to get into the fame icrape with the reft of 
« the fleet in the gulf of Wiburg." 
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The city of Abo is a St^pelftad,* and belongs to the Lane ;f 
that is to fay, the government and diocefe of Abo* It is iituated 
in 60 degrees 10 minutes north latitude, upon a promontory 
formed by the gulfs of Finland and Bothnia. It is forty-ono 
Swedilh miles from Stockholm, feventeen from Bjomeborg, forty- 
one from Wafa, fifteen from Tavaftehus^ and twenty-two from 
Heliinfors. It ftands on the iide of the river Aurajocki, and is 
enclofed on all fides by hills, being itfelf in rather a low fituation. 
The river Aurajocki, near the town, is from about (ixty to a 
hundred yards broad ; its waters are muddy and unfit for culinary 
purpofes. The town, four thoufand nine hundred and forty yards 
an length by two thoufand four hundred and fifty in breadth, is 
divided into five quarters, three of which are iitultted ibutb eail 
from the river, and two to the north weft, being joined by the 
communication of a wooden bridge. There are three open places 
or fquares in the town, namely, the great fquare, which is fiir- 
f ounded by different public and private buildings all of ftone ; 
the new fquare, enclofed by wooden houfes, among which is a 
fort of magazine, containing materiab for town buildings ; the 
other buildings are chiefly butchers* fhops ; and lafbly, church- 
place : contiguous to this is the academy. The ffareets and lanes 
in Abo together amount to one hundred and two : the number 

• In Sweden the towns are divi4ed into Stapelftader, which have pcrmiflion to 
trade with foreigners ; Upftader, which have no fuch permiffion ; and Bergftader, 
which are Iituated on the mountaios. 

t The Swedifli provinces are divided into Bunes or governments, which are 
under their refpeAive governors. 

of 
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of bouies» including tbo(e that were buUdingi is upwards of one 
thoufand one hundred ; which in 178O contained two tbouiand 
and forty-eight families. There are no fewer than five cuftom- 
houfes in this cit^. 

The cathedral church of St. Henry is covered with wood in 
thin plates, or fiiingles, laid one over the other. In length if i» 
one hundred and fifty yards by fixty-thrce and a-balf in breadth/ 
and fcventy-five in height. It is the only church in Abo, and is 
equally appropriated for the purpofe of public worlhip according^ 
to the ]l?'inlandifli and the Swedifh rituals. The Swedilh congre* 
gation begin their fcrvicc at fix o^clock in the morning, that of 
the Finlanders at nine. The tower is covered with a copper roof/ 
and furnifhed with a clock, which is expofed, like all ob)e(fts that 
are raifcd high in the air, to be ftruck with lightning : this ac- 
cident having befallen it on diiFerent occafions, it is now proteded^ 
by a conduAor. 

The academy, confifting of two ftorics, is built of ftonc, with 
three auditories, and a chamber for the academical confiftoty. 
Hard by is a ialoon for ^mnaflic exercKes, and over it two apart- 
ments for the library. The cathedral fchool is not cflTentially dif- 
ferent from other fchools, as the bufincis of education there is tlic 
fame with what you find in every town, namely, a little Latin* 
and Hebrew. The honourable appellation of cathedral is givfcn' 
to it merely becaufe it happens to be at a place which is the re- 
fidence of a bifhop. The chemical labwatofy and the diflcAing- 
room are included in the iame building; one in the firft, and th6 

Vol. L E e other 
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other in the fecond ftory. The cathedral occupies the centre of 
thofe public buildings. 

The feat of the courts of jufticc, the houfc of the prefident^ 
the cuftom-houfe, the excife-office, the town-hall, that of the 
council, the repofitory . of the water-engines, and the houfe of 
the governor, are built of ilone : all the reft are conflru^led of 
wood. 

Near Beckhblmen, about three Englifh miles from Abo to the 
ibuth weft, is a fmall but iafe harbour, by its depth of water 
capable of receiving the largeft (hipping of the town, with every 
convenience for loading and unloading* The fmaller veflels, which 
draw only about eight or ten feet water, may proceed almoft to 
the bridge. 

The moft ancient privileges of the city are loft ; iuch as ftill 
remain are dated from the time of John the third, ISGq. 

To the royal tribunal refident here belong the governments of 
Abo, Tavaftehus, and Heinola ; it ooniifts of three jurifdidtions, 
twelve territorial judges, and ten other magiftiates. 

The governor of Abo> of Bljomeborg, and of Aland, as well as 
the bifliop of Abo, generally live in this city. 

Guftavus Adolphus, in the year 1 020, eftablilhed a gymnaiium 
for the uie of the town. It was afterwards, in the year lG40> 
converted by Queen Chriftina into an academy or univeriity, and 
ihe appointed the bifhop of the dioceie fub-chancellor. The aca- 
demies of Sweden, as has been mentioned before, have chancel* 
lors, fub-chanccUors, and pretors. The profeflbrs in chemiftry, 

anatomy. 
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anatomy, natural hiftory and oeconomics, have been more recently 
appointed, for they did not belong to the original inftitution. The 
one laft mentioned was fubftituted in the room of a profeffor in 
poetry, vrhich it was thought proper to unite with the profeffion 
of eloquence. This exchange of poetry, or poetical criticifm, for 
oeconomics, is no unpleafing charadleriftic of the prefent age, and 
a proof of the good fcnfc of the Swedes, and progrefs of real know- 
ledge in that country. The number of ftudents, upon an average, 
amounts to about five hundred and fify, abfcntees included. 

The library owed its firft exiftence to the liberality of Qiieen 
Chriftina : it was afterwards greatly augmented by a donation 
from the late General Stalhoudike, and alfo by that of fome in- 
dividuals, among whom are particularly diftinguiihed Aichen- 
hoik, counfellor of ftatc, who beftowed upon it a very confider- 
able coUedlion of books, manufcripts, ancient coins, &c. The 
fame kind of liberality was ihown by bifliop (afterwards arch- 
bilhop) Menander, who prefented the univerfity with a large 
quantity of rare books, manufcripts, and Ibme relics of antiquity. 
The number of books in the library at prefent exceeds ten thou- 
fand volumes, and its annual fund for new purchafes is about one 
hundred and fifty rix dollars or crowns. 

The government of the town is placed in the hands of two burgo- 
mailers (or mayors), the one of juftice, the other of police, and 
fix fenators (or aldermen). Bcfides the court of the palace, and 
the inferior municipal jurifdidlions, there are a ftamp-office, an 
cxcife-officc, a poft-office, &C. 

E e 2 The 
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The citizens arc divided into three clafles or fccictics, viz. df 
merchant^, common tradcfmcn, aad Finland burgcflcs. They 
are formed into train-bands, or a kind of militia, condfling of 
three companies of foot, each of about fixty or fevcnty men, which 
are placed under the command of an officer called the town* 
major. The city -guard is a fmall body of men (about thirty-five), 
who perform the common duties of watchmen, for the fecurity 
and quiet of the inhabitants. The town has three water-engines, 
and, in addition to thefe, the cathedral and academy have iix. 

Here alfo is an hofpital, where upwards of forty peribns can be 
accommodated. The lazaretto is intended for the iick that belong 
to the government of Abo exclufively. The Magdalen hofpital 
is a charitable inftitution upon a fmall fcale ; it has only an annual 
fund of three hundred rix dollars. 

This city carries on a confidcrable trade, both foreiga and do- 
meftic. In the year 1761, its export trade employed nineteen 
Ihips,* of which fourteen belonged wholly to the inhabitants q£ 
Abo. Their deftination was to Pctcrfburg, Frederickihanm, 
Wiburg, Reval, Riga, and Pemau ; and their cargoes confifted of ^ 
ialt, tiles, iron and nails, copper, pitch, tar, pots, and deals, to the 
amount of three thoufand one hundre^ and twenty-two rix dol- 
lars thirty-two Ikillings. They likewife exported to Cadiz, 
Genoa, Lifbon, St. Ube's, Bourdeaux, and Amfterdani, iron, tar, 

• Mr. Peucbet, in his DiAionary of Commerce under the word Abo, fays, 
" that the fhips with which this town carries on its trade are without decks ;" a 
Ycry unnacountable miftake. 

pitch. 
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pitch, deals, joifts, &c, to the annual amount of feven thouiand 
one hundred and eighty-feven rbc dollars feven {killings. The 
fame year there arrived at Abo iixteen ihips, nine of which be- 
longed to the citizens of the lame place, and the whole value of 
imports from abroad, amounted to one hundred and four thoufand 
lune hundred fixty-fevcn rix dollars and fixtcen Ikillings. The 
articles imported were, two hundred and three thouiand one hun-- 
dred and forty •three pounds of tobacco, twenty-one thoufand five 
hundred and twenty-three pounds of oofFce, ninety-fevcn cafks 
of wine, one hundred and feven^-nine thouiand and forty-fix 
pounds of raw fugar, eighteen thouiand three hundred and fix 
and a half barrels of ialt, fix thoufand four hundred fifty-feven 
barrels of rye and wheat, four thoufand eight hundred and twenty 
hundred weight of hemp, a quantity of fpiceries, drugs, &c. 
amounting in all to eighteen thoufand one hundred and twenty «^ 
two rix dollars. 

Abo has variois manuiadories : two of tobacco^ one of fugar, 
three of filk*ribbands> two of cloth and fuilian, one of fail-cloth^ 
fix tan-works, fix of tile-kilns, two watch and clock manufac- 
tones, one paper-mill. The plantations of tobacco are an objeA 
of very great co^iequence ; they produce not Icfs than one hun- 
dred and fifty-two thouiand hundred weight annually. 

In the year l76l> the revenue ariiing to the crown from this 
city amounted to foitf thoufand fix hundred and ievcnty-five rix 
dollars. The number of its inhabitants in the year 1791 wa& 
eight thoufand five hundred and four. 

The 
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The town had been anciently built on a fpot iituated a quar- 
ter of a mile diftant from where it now ilands : it dates its origin 
from the introdadionof chriftianity into this country* After be- 
ing nearly confumed by fire, it was rebuilt, and put under better 
regulations, by the care and attention of Peter Brake, Rikfdrots and 
governor-general of Finland, about the middle of the feventeenth 
century. There was formerly a mint at Abo. In the time of 
popery this town had two monafteries within its precinAs. From 
the year 1714 until 1 721, Abo remained under the dominion of 
the Ruffians, from whom it experienced the moil cruel treatment. 
In the year 1743, at the conclufion of peace between Ruffia and 
Sweden, this city was finally delivered from the feverities and 
dangers to which it had been expofed. 

The caftle, in the language of the country called Abo-hus or 
Abo-llot, is fituated at the mouth of the river Aura, upon a cape 
bounded on three fides by the water : this is one of the moft an- 
cient fortrefles of the country. It was well fortified under the 
kings, Albrecht, Charles VIIL, Knutfon, and Guftavus . Vafa. Be- 

fides four towers, which were deftined to oppofe the approach of 

• 
an enemy to the harbour, it had on the fouth fide a high wall 

with a triple rampart of earth, and a double ditch. A new build- 
ing has been added to the old ftrudure, but in a different ftylc of 
maibnry. Abo-hus was the refidence of Duk«e John, and the 
prifbn of King Eric XIV. in the fixteenth century. The old 
caftle^ which contains a church and a confiderable arienal, is con- 
Amded of brick walls extremely folid, and furrounded by finall 

earthen 
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eaithen ramparts, erefted in the year 1730. It has been feveral 
times deftroyed in time of war by the enemy, and at other times 
it has fufFered from fire. Two companies of marines are at pre- 
fcnt quartered in the caftle. The other apartments are party em- 
ployed as magazines for com and gunpowder, and partly icrvc 
as a priibn for date offenders* 
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CHAPTER XW. 

Departure from Abo — Difficulty of Trmellh^ without a fujfficienf 
Quantity of Snow — TraSi of Country between Abo and Yerven^ 
kyle — Condition of the Peafantty : their Mode of Life, Dre/s, and 
domeftic Comforts — Meet with an old Minftrel — Contrivance of 

. putting a Sledge on Wheels — Defcription of an Aurora Borealis — 
Reach Yervenkyle — Account of this Hamlet— CataraS near Yer^ 
venlyle : Appearance of it in Winter — Little Birds (Turdus Cine- 
tus, Linn.J near the Cataracts in Winter — Dexterity of the Pea- 
fonts in Shooting — The Dwelling of a Feafant defcribed, and re- 
prefented by a Drawing. 

XT7E quitted Abo the 20th of March to continue our travels 
^ ^ towards the North. In order to be free for the future 
from the trouble of changing our baggage at every ftage, we had 
provided ourfelves with fledges of our own. We purchafed them 
at Abo, and they were of the feme defcription as thofe which the 
peafantry made ufe of. The winter had been extremely fevere ; 
but there had not fallen a great quantity of fnow in comparifon 
of former years. A March fun, and fome days of thaw, had 
ma^de it difappear entirely in many places. The fledge was often 
fuddenly ftopt, and the poor boric made repeated efforts, without 

effea. 
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cffcd, to drag it over the naked and landy foil, which funk under 
his feet with a fort of difagrccablc crackling noife. Wc were 
every moment obliged to leave the fledge, and walk on foot till 
we came to ground covered with fnow, or to a frozen lake or 
river. This mode of travelling at laft became extremely tircfome, 
but having no alternative, we endeavoured to fubmit to it cheer- 
fully. In many places^ the fnow had been melted on the middle 
of the road^ but ftill remained on the fides and at the edge of the 
ditches. In thofe iituations not infrequently the love of eafe in<- 
duced us to try the expedient of Hiking the fledge on the edge of 
the ditch, which conftantly gave way, and our indolence availed 
us nothing. The horfe was unable to keep in the precife line, 
and conftantly drawing to one fide or to the other, we were every 
now and then overturned in the ditch, and plunged over the ears 
in the fiiow. 

This fpccies of fledge, being extremely narrow, is very cafily 
overturned ; but as it is at the fame time very low, the fall is ac« 
companied with no manner of danger, and when the road is in 
a proper ftate it goes very iteadily and £tfely ; but when the fun 
has begun to melt the fiiow, and this partial thaw, as often hap- 
pens, is fucceeded by a frefli attack of the froft, then there is 
formed on the declivities of the road a poliihed mirror of ice, 
which occafioDs much trouble and difficulty to the traveller. The 
fledge in defcending never keeps in a direft line, but is hitched 
out of its proper diredion by the fmalleft accident : when turned 
Cdcways, it flips all at x>nce out of the road, and is overturned 
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eltlier into the ditch or agsunH a tree, and ibmetimes twifh the 
horfe^ and throMrs him down along with it. We were often 
obliged to get out of the fledge, fcrnt our boots being too llippery 
to iiipport us on an inclined plane of fmootfa ioe, we were reduced 
to the neccflSty of fitting down/ and of Hiding gendy to the bot- 
tom of the defbent. 

In the whole way from Abo to Yervcnkyfc the traveller finds 
nothing Inffictently interefting tti merit a place in his jonmai. 
The country is in a great meaiiire flat, and it is not till he is about 
a mile from Ye'rvehkylc that it be^ns to become fomewhat moun- 
taizK)uS| without however prefenting him with any remadcable 
proi(|)ed. 

The houies of the peofants aie well buiit, and the ftranger £nds 
every where lodging and foeds^ and he nuy be tolendJy accom- 
modated, if he have the precaution to carry fome conveniences 
along with him. You arc received with great hoipitality ; the 
pcaiant fumiSSies ybu with whatever fae has got to eat, though, 
in general, he can only ofier you frcAi at»i curdled milk, iait 
herrings, and perhaps, as befote-mentioned,.a little ialt meat. 
In comparison with diofe who travel amntig them tbey are poor,- 
but in relation to themfelves they ore rich, fince they aie (up- 
plied with every thing that conftitutes, in their opinion^ good 
living. If titey have more taotKy than tkey kiive inatnediiate n& 
for, they lay it up for £oTJbc vaif^nktn enaergency, or convert it 
into a va&, or ibme t>ther domeftic utenfiL You mv& not be 
iurprifed in Finland, if in a fmali wooden houfe, where you can 
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get nothing but hoirmgs arxd milkji they fhould bimg yon water 
ia a iilver vdfel of the t^uc gf fiftj qr fij^ty lix doil^s. Tiic 
womeo ar« wanvkly clad; above tbeijr clothe^ they we^ali^fiji 
ihift» which gives them the air of be'mg in a.foirt of utvdreis, w4 
produces au odd though not d^iiigr^able fancy. The iofuk of th^ 
houic is always WMin,^ and ii^deed too much ib fos one wh9 
conws out of the external air, and is noi accuftomed to thai tein^ 
perature. The peafants remain in the bonfe cooii;pntly in tbeif 
fiiirt fleeves^ without a coat^ aivl with but a (ingle waiilcoat ; they 
frequently go abroad in the fame drefs, without djread ather of 
rheumatifm or fever. We Iball ice the reafon of tVw when w^ 
come to fpeak of their baths% The Finlanders, who accompf ny 
travellers behind their iledgcs> are genemlly drefled in a kind of 
ihort coat made of a calf s^ikiuj or in €» woollen fl^irt^ faftenpd 
round the middle with a girdle. They puU over thoir boots 
coarfe woollen (lockings^ which have the double ^vantage of 
keeping them warm, and prevcntbg them 6om ilippMi^ oft the 
ice. 

The interior of the peafantsVbouic prefents fi piAure 0f con^ 
fiderable intereft. The women ue occupied in teaiing or fpixming 
wool for their clothings the men in cutting f^ggotSs making fiets^ 
and mending or conibruding their fledges. / . . 1 

We met at Mamola with a blind old man^ having l^is fiddle 
under hb arm, fnrrounded by a crowd of boys and girls. 'jTher^ 
was fomething refpeA^ble in his appearimcc ; bis forehead wa^ 
bald, a long beard defcended from his chin, white as fnow^ aru^ 
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covered his bread. * He had the look of thofe bards w^ are de* 
fcribed with {o much etithufiafm in the hiCbory of tkc^ Nc«th, aot 
one of whom prdfaaUy was equal to this poor man in fcienoe cht 
intelligence. His audience were not gathered round hina ^for 
nothing : he fang vcries, and related to them tales and anec4pfes j 
but our prefence broke in upon the (ilence attd tranqutUi^ of th* 
ailembly ; every body withdrew ; children* are chUd^en m ^ 
countries. The iight of firan^s was fitch a.nov^lty^ thaftyt^Mrr 
getting the bard^ they began to mock at our figure^ and to kugh 
in our faces^ while the poor mendici^t finiflied by aiklngii^iift 
badSwediih; fome halfpence or ^killings in chanty. r— / 

Night was approaching, and we were extremely latigued withr 
our amphibious mode of travelling, half on foot, and half in the 
fledge. In this emergency I had a ftrong proof of the utility of 
an invention which I was (hewn in the model repoiitery at Stodch 
holm : it wi» a fledge, with four wheels ftiipended from its iide^ 
which by means of a ipring could be placed under the fledge, and 
raife it from the ground; and thus in a moment convert the 
fledge into a fpecics of wheel carriage. 

On the Soth of March towards midnight, we were ftill upon 
the road, fuflcring from a cold of 13 degrees of Celfius, when an 
aurora borealis presented nd ivitb a magnificent fpe<fla€le9 whicb 
'fcrved to relieve the irkibtne monotony of our journey* The 
heavens began to apptfstr ilhimkiated in the quarter of the north r 
prefently it aflumed a bright ruby colour, fucb as we have on a 
fine evening in Italy with the fetting fun, when, as Virgil iays, 
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and a& expQTrteneti has often pfoved, a Uveljr' red as the ilm goes 
down pfogno^dates"fihe weather for fo^^ncirrow. This pheiMv 
mefion' had juft fixed our attention^ wheit^bcfckaW a-luminous are^b 
tofc over the pole. Tbi$ was aoocnt)pamed.by vdiAous other ii^t 
and fleeting arches/ w4iicli tihlfted from {^aoe to p)ace every in- 
ftafat : they -wet^ bounded here and there by vivid* flames an^ 
t^chesi-x^hicb^iiRied in rapid ftrccetiBoiyfrdrnthcrikies^ commjil;? 
nicatHfig fire' t0 the elouds ki tbeir vicinity, tinging their gilded 
edg«3, and 'exhibiting a pidurehighly iniercAing toais>:tinacculT 
tomed as vrift wercto fufch appearances. ...... 

At length we had the good fortune to reach Vervtnkyl^s^mdl 
diflriA which belongs to the univerfity of Abo, and which k let 
to a very obliging peafant. This man gave us a bed'^chamber, 
accommodated us as well as he could, and contrived, by his grefit 
hospitality, to rctider* three days ncceflary fepoic very agreeaU«. 
Some detail on this Ample and retired manflon, ilanding at a 
fmall diilance from a beautiful caicade (a Situation which afl^rdibd 
us much intereiling amuiement, bc^tfa as painters and fportfrnen), 
will not be difagreeable to my curious readers, who may be de-^ 
iirous to hnow vather minutely the particulars of this^ part o( 
yinlalKt. 

« Yervenkyle is a fmall village coniifting' of three or four ^piiUf^s^ 
andfituated upon a lake. During tbc winter ieaion pe^le^;}o 
not pafs through this place on thdi) vmy to Waia, .^Q^r.T^lOit)Ye 
in coming here was to enjoy a litde reft, as well as to have a.:v^w 
of a fine cafcade of very coniiderablc magnitude, wbicLv i^ at^/fl^e 
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diftanec of a quarter of a league from the village We had been 
extremely anxious, to fee a catarad iu winter, and that of Yerven* 
kylc did not difappoiut our expedatioafi. 

It i^ formed by the river Kyro, which, iffuing from a lake of 
the iame name^ precipitates itiHf through fbme ftecp and rugged 
rocka,^ and falls, fo far an I could gaeis> from a hdgbt of about 
ievejaty yards. The vrater daihing from rock to rock, boils and 
foams till it reaches the bottom, where it purfues a more tra&quil 
courie, and after making a ki^ circuit lofes itietf agjsiin between 
mountainous banks, ^hich are covered with fir trees. That we 
migjbt have a more commanding view of the pidure, we took our 
ftatioQ on a high ground, from, which we had a diftant profped 
of a large trad of couutry of a varied fuiface, and almoft wholly 
covered with wood^ of firs, the pleaiing verdiore of which acquir-» 
ing additional luilre from the iblar rays, formed an a^eeable con* 
trafi: with the fnow and oufies of ice han^ng from the margia 
over the cafcade. 

The fall pre&nted u& with one of thofe appearances which wo 
defired much to fee, as being pecmliar to the regions of the North, 
and which are never to be met with in Italy. The water, throw* , 
ing itfelf amidft enormous mafles of ice which here and there have 
the ^fpejR: of glootn j vaults, fringed with curious cryftallizations, 
and the cokl being of fuch rigour as almoil to freeze the agitated 
«i;avea and vapouon in the air, had focmed gradually two bridges of 
ice acrois the calcade of fuch fblidity and ih'ength, that men 
pafied over them in pcr&d &curity« The waves raging and 
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foaming below AYith a vaft aoift, wcr^ in a ftote of lUch vtolemt 
snotkm as to fyovH water tiow and then on the top of the bridge ; 
^ circuioiAance which rendered its furface £6 exceedingly ilippery^ 
that the peafaats were obliged to fa& it creeping on their hands 
and knees. 

We fcpeatedly vifited this pidurefque cafcade, and took federal 
idiawii^ of it ifi different points <d view. We always peiformed 
this walk wvth guns in our hands^ iii caie we (hould £ali hfi with 
a hare, a £>x> or a wolf, whofe numerous tracks we met with in 
•the woods. We fought them a whole day in the heart of the 
ibreft with a hope, and not without ibn>e litdc fear, of finding 
theie forociaus animals ; but were continually and perhaps happily 
diiappointed. We difcorered every where marks of their ravages, 
fuch as the ncmains of animal carcafes, biut never got fight of 
cither. The probable caufe of our being di&ppointed in not find- 
ijaig game arofe from the noceflSty wc were under to fearch without 
a dog. Not one was to be found in the village nor in the wlkole 
neighbourhood <^ Yervenkylle, which^ according to the j^eport idf 
our landlord, was owing to the wx)lves fetticig uipon them at the 
-very doors, and even in the houics tbemfelvcs of the inhabitants. 
Being unable therefore to find either hare, fox, or wolf, we wore 
forced to take op with fmaller game, and divert ourfelves by kilii- 
ing tho& little birds which iu the North always fly during winter 
near the catara^,^ and which I jaevier ^w in Italy. This fpecies 
is named by Linnaws turdus unSuSr. 

Some peafants who dwelt at -a mill on tlxe contcary fide of the 
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bridge, made thcmfelvcs extremely merry at our folly in fpending 
powder and lead on birds which in their minds were of little or 
no value. But as they remarked our ferious air and feeming dif- 
appointment at miffing them, they began to imagine that they 
might oblige us by killing fome on their fide, and bringing them 
to us. Prelcntly we faw one of them fetch out his gun, and, 
after firing his Ihot, creep over the bridge to preient us with 
one of thofe birds. I thanked him, but obferving that the bird 
wanted the head, I made him underftand that this circumilance 
rendered it not dcfirable to me, and that I wilhed to have it en- 
tire. I examined his gun, which I found had an old rifle-barrel, 
but of a very fmall bore, and that it was with a ball he had killed 
the bird. I then (hewed him the fmall Ihot, and made figns to 
him that he fliould charge his piece with this. The honcft pea- 
fant was not a little aflonilhed at the fight of my fmall lead, which 
probably he had never fcen before. He declined my offer, and 
loaded as ufual with ball, but intimated to me that he would 
bring me another bird with its head. My friend departed; fired 
his piece, and brought me a bird of the fame fpecies, which, that 
he might have it as entire as poffible, he had but flightly grazed 
under the throat. I was much furprized at the precifion of his 
aim, but was afterwards aflTured that all the peasants (hoot with 
thofe rifle-guns, and that they hardly ever mifs their mark; 
that they fend quantities of water quails and other birds killed in 
this manner to Stockholm; and that they prefer this kind of 
fowling-piece to any other on account of its narrow bore, which 
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ii$ found to carry to a odniiderable diilanoe^ aad to require but a 
TCiy imall charge. 

£efi>re taking leave of Yervenkyle we wi0ied to be made acr 
quainted with the oeconomy of our hoft> and to aik him fomt 
queftions refpeding the ezpences of his. family, and the price of 
proviiions in this part of Finland^ Wood coils but the trouble of 
cutting it down and tianfporting it. The wages of day labpurers 
are high, being from twelve to iixteen ikiUings. Oi^r ho&eft pea-: 
iant had the appearance of being very much at his eafe^ What 
pleafure it is to fee a happy peafantry 1 He h»d fix cows, which 
had produced him as many calves, and eight goats. The finall 
twigs of the birch tree, which the goats feed on in winter, give a 
tlelidous odour to the place in which they are kept.. He had be- 
fides eight lambs and three horfes. The oows afford him a pail of 
milk each day. A cow is fold for five or fix rix dollars, a calf for 
two, a goat for one, a toebuck only cofts fixteen (killings. Wheat 
^oes not thrive here, rye isf five and a half rix dollars the barrel. 
We aik^ed hira if he bad ever eaten bread made of the bark of a 
tree, or if he had ever been oWiged to feed his cows with their 
own dung, ncuxed and feaibncd with a little fait, meal and fixaw; 
*but he had been fortunate enough not to have experienced any of 
thefe bardfliips. The DarlicarHans^ however^ have been reduced 
«to fiich extremities on different occafions. ... 

The farmftead of this good and happy man confifted of the 
houfe, which he himfelf occupied with his &mily. To the right 
-of this there was a fmall building, exprcfsly allotted to ftranger». 
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in i^htch we lodged ; to the left were places for cattle. In ipeak* 
ing of the dwelling of a Finnilh peaiant> I think I ihall giatify^tbc 
reader by the annexed engraving, rcprelenting the infide of Aft 
houie^ where, at the fame time, a fcene of domeftic amu&i 
is' exhibited, which is not infrequent among the Fhmifli pea 
One of the men is playing on the national inftmment of Fi 
called the harpn (which will be deicribed more particuladjr 
after) while two other men, being feated oppa&te each othef^-j 
having their hands locked together, accompany the ini 
with their fongand the moikicMi of their bodies, raiiing each 
alternately from their feats. The other part of the company : 
joy the^ne as ipe&ators. 

The fiinplc accommodation, eafe and contentment of this 
pitable Finlander forms a ftriking contrail to the cxceffiveli 
of the great in Euirope. It fcems impofllUe to behold the a| 
cultural ftate of life without feeling attachment to it ; and the 
I am not infenfible to the pleafures and bleflings which luxuri 
ages produce, yet when refinements in fociety give rife to fiidi 
verilh and pernicious deiires, as induce great landed proprietors; 
fly from the country to overgrown cities, and forfeit their ii 
ence, independence, and eftates, for worthless pageantry and frii 
lous baubles; and when, by folly lefs excuiabk than £iau*s, 
involve in their ruin thoufands of induilrious members of ib 
we unavoidably overlook many cai'es and alnxieties which muft 
tend this artlefs icene of life, and forget the exquiiite cnJoynMliib''\^ 
of poliihed ibcieties. i^ '■ 
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CHAPTER XV, 

Departure from YervenkyJe — Progrefs through a large Foreft — Dan-- 
ger to he apprehended from Wbhes — Vefttges of a Conflagration 
in the Wood — Frequeticy of thefe Conflagrations, and the Caufes 
thereof'-^Devqftation occqfloned among the Trees of the Forefl by 
Storms — Road through the For eft \ its Incomjenienctes-^Paffage 
(wer the Ice ; the Fears and Alarms with which it is attended-^ 
The genermis Simplicity of fome Peafants whoferved as Guides. 

/^N leaving the village of Ycrvenkyle, we came upon a wood 
^^ or foreft, famous in Finland for its fizc, and particularly its 
iraft lengthy which is about eighty En^ifh miles. We had to 
traverfe it in its full extent, and I was indined to compofe my- 
felf to fleep the whole way, in order to elude the irkibmenefs of 
a road that promiied fb little variety, and that I might make 
a proper ufc of the fullen ^oom cauied by the thiekneis of 
the trees. Beiides, I was confident that neither robbers nor 
beafts of prey would interrapt my repofc ; the firft being un- 
known in the country, and the fecond rarely ib preiTed with 
hunger as to become bold enough to fct upon travellers. The only 
wild beafts to be dreaded in this wood are the wolves, which 
even when ftarving will not venture to attack a man^ though they 
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may not fpare his horie. But it fometimes happens that the 
wolves, in the anguifh of famine flock tc^ether, loie their ufual 
timidity, and from the confidence of aflbciation become ib intre- 
pid as to fet upon the hovies }H>ked to fledges. In fuch an attack 
it is extremely dangerous, to be overturned and left upon the road 
by the hor& : he naturally takes fright^ and ibmetimes makes his 
efcape ; then the wolves perceiving the traveller defenceless iq>on 
the ground^ fall upon and devour him. Thefe accidostts, how- 
ever^ are not at all to be apprehended by a numerous party like 
our'sj as the wolves keep at a diftance, and fly at the noife of 
fledges and the voices of feveral people. We faw abundance of 
their tracks every where on our route, but we did not perceive a 
Angle wolfy nor any ravenous animal except foxes, which ufed to 
look u& iieadily in the face for a momeiit^ while we amufed our- 
felves by whiftling after them. > 

The dreary fllence and obfcuxity of a thick wood, whofe 
branches forming a vaulted roof, cut oiF the tiaveller from a view 
of the Allies, and admit only faint and dubious rays of light, is 
always an imposing objcA to the imagmatioa ; the awful impref^ 
iioa the mind experiences under this nujeftic gloom, thb (Ufmal 
iblitude, this defertion of nature, is not be defcribed. The tem- 
perature of the air is much milder in the interior of this wood 
than the external atnu>f{)here ; a difference which is extremely 
perceptible to one who like us enters the wood after traverfing a 
lake or open plain. The only noife the traveller hears in thia 
forefl is the burfling of the bark of the trees, from tibe effed of 
the frofl, which produces a loud but dull found. 
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Thb jomney was by no mcftu fo unmteiefting as I had ezr 
poStod it would be. Purtial fires, conflagrations and tempefts had 
committed frightful ravages in the boibm of this forefl:, which 
pfefented us here and there with exhibitions highly furprifing and 
impreffive. Every body has heard of the conflagrations fo fre- 
quent in Sweden, and in the c^ntries of the North in general. 
Entire mountains and trafts of fcveral miles cohered with woods, 
are liable to be devoured by flames. Much has been faid and 
written in order to explain Uie ori^n of thoft fires. Some have 
attributed them to the fays^ of the fun, which continue fo long 
above the horizon : but thb is fabulom and unworthy of ferious 
attention. The prefence of th6 iiui never produced iiich an effcA, 
and the lefs £> in Sweden and Finlabd, where the heat of the iblar 
rays never riles above fifty or ftxty degrees of Celfius, which is far 
below the power neceflary to produce a conflagration. It has been 
inoonteflibly proved by a (eries of observations, that between the 
greateft fummer*s heat and the ievereft winter's cold known, there 
is only one thirty* ieeond of diflerenee.^ 

There are two fpeciai canies of thole conflagrations. The firft 
is Ample and accidental, and arties from the careleflheis of the 
peafants, who travd fmoaking their pipes through this wood, 
wisere a fpark falling upcm withered leaves or plants, with the 
affiflance of a httle wind, cannot fiul to excite fire and even flame. 
This is not dl ; the pea&nts frequently make a fire in the wood, 
either to warm themfelves or to cook their viduals, and arc often 

♦ Lcttres fur i'Originc <lc$ Sciences, &c. par M. BaiUic, p. 292. 
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rally fpeaking> it is in the crown foreib that thofe conSj^^Uof^ 

'ifir<>r» thcrkii|g> .fori5ft«,. widpfiji, % ita ceitaiaiw. T^^#p|c 
Ijrjeo^f^jUmiJWiWit^ifr.w^^ pwn^ittpd; tx?,ffnt^ s^P^io^ 

buppWP t9 tireai: Opti ia «iiy|^.of<^ fomft rl»tel)!gil^tq^ 
;^ri&wn^ t^c :p$»fantiy of tMt xUftfi^bai^e » ifi^ti,ttf q^ii^fffm 

a ih^re,ii\j(b^for^fw tbis fi^y of thpirdooiandsy.are px^ioy^ 
from An ii|tej;efted ;iiioUve to Jlf t, fir^ to. it ib their owa jEici|^baur* 
hoody being entitled to appropriate whatever tree9;li9,ve^bec)ii 
touched by the flames, vihkix we generally in fucb abundance as 
to {lock a boufekeeper with wood for four^ or pertiaps fix years^ 
according to the magnitude of the ijavages which the foreft has 
fuflTcred. It «vauld Appefir th^t the government^ if it wen aware 
of the circumftrace, night e&iHwUy chepk^thefe unlawful afb; 
not fo effeiftualiy by ipfliding heavy puni(hmcnts» as by ordering 
that the peafants ihould pay the iame fum for the ufe of the 
wood that might be gathered, injured by conflagmtton, as for 
that in a ibund ftate ; and that till the former was ufed they 
(hould not be allowed to cut any wood in the forefl. Theie may, 
hov\cvcr, be difficulties in executing iuch meafures, which a 
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ftranger is not acquainted with; and hca66 we* will not blame 
thegovcrmneAtfor what may not perhaps be in its power to 
remedy. 

I iaw in this foreft the diiaftrous wreck of one 6f thoie con* 
flagrations, which had deroured the wood' through an extent of 
fix or fcven miles, and which exhibited a moft difmtd ipedtacle. 
YoiQ not only iaw trunks and large remains of trees lying in con* 
fuiion 6n the ground/ and reduced to the fUte d charcoal, but 
alio trees landing upright^ whieh, though they had efcaped de- 
ibrudion, had yet been miierably icorched : others, black and 
bending down to one fide, whilft in the midft <of the ruins of 
trunk and branches appeared a gfoc^ of young trees, riiing to 
leplaee ih€ former geitiehition ; m^> AiU 6f vigour and vegetable 
life, ieemed to be deriving thdr nourifluaent from the aihes of 
their parents. . . 

The devailations occafioned by ftorms in the midft of thofe 
forefts is ftill more imipreffive, and preifcnts a pidure ftill more 
diveriified and majeilic. It ieems wh<rily inconceivable in what 
manner the wind pierces through the thick aflemblage of thoie 
woods, carrying ruin and defblation into particular diftrids, where 
there b neither opening nor fcope £x its ravages. Poffibly it de- 
scends perpendicukrly from heaven in the nature of a tornado, 
or whirlwind, whofe violence nothing can oppoie, and which 
triumphs over all reiiftance. Trees of enormous fize are tm^n from 
their roots, magnificent pines, which would have braved on the 
ocean tempefts more furious, are bent like a bow, and touch the 
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earth with their humbled tops. Such as might be thought Mpahfe 
of making the ftouteft .refifiqnce are the moft roughly teeated ; and 
thofe hurricanes^ like the thunder of heaven, which ftrikes ooiy 
the IdHeft objefts, paffing over the youtig, and iparing them, be« 
caufe they* ate more pliant and flexible, &em tbmuktheftrongeft 
and mo0: robuft tipeet^of the £iircA^ which ifare iaooodittoQ to meet 
them with a proud oppofition, as alone worthy of their rage« Let 
the reader fancy to himielf three or four miles of fbreft, where htf 
is continually in the prefence of diisdifaflxousipedade; let him 
reprefcnt to his imagination the view-of a thick wood, where ha 
can fcarcely fee one upright tfee; where all of them beii^ thui 
forcibly inclined, are cither propped by one anether, or bfokenitf 
the middle of the trunk, or torn from their roots and ptoftrntedl 
on the ground : every where tmnks, branches^ and the ndhs of 
the foreft, interrupting his view of the road, and eadtifaiting af 
flngular pt<5lure of confufion and ruin. 

There is a great road through the mtd$ of this foreft which 
may be tolerably fuited for travelling in fummer ; but the peaiants 
do not always continue upon it during the winter ieafbti ; f&t 
then they find no difficulty in traverfing a lake ot a river, and are 
not obliged to follow the windings which the great line of road' 
naturally makes, in order to avoid accidental interruptions : they 
conftantly ftudy to proceed as much as poffible in a ^raight line ; 
and that they may not lofe themielves in thofe dark tod melan*' 
choly woods, the firft who lights upon the moft convenient way, 
marks all the trees with an axe (as is done in America), in order 
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to poifit ottt the route to fucb as majr cdme after hlra. Tboie 
roads, however, are full of ftones, which render travelling ex-* 
treme>y uapleaiant. Our bones were ieverely bruifed by th€ 
eternal jolting of the fledge. After the cmbarraflments of thii 
fo^eft, we received ibme compenfation for otwr flow and t^^dious 
pragnefs, fajr the agreeable feniation we experienced in croffing a 
lake, where we leemed to ^y with £^ the velocity our heries were 
capable of, and witho&t being itl the leaf): (ha&en. We cou- 
lageoufly braved the danger of deftruAion with which the crack* 
ing of the ice feemed to threaten us^ and difregarded the rents 
which ran.in all diredions under o«ir feet. We certainly fhould 
not have encounKered the perils we were exposed to in croffing 
tins river, had we not Kbttnd traveUing by land a thoufand times 
more £itiguing and di&greeabie, both on account of the bad iftat<i 
of the £ir&ce for our mode of travelling, and the inconvenietioi 
of the ftones which fometimes made us ibtrt from the iledge^ bb« 
ibre we were aware of the obftacle that lay in our way. 

It wad principally between Tuokola and Ghimiila that we found 
travelling on the river haraffing and dangerous ; and we (hould 
piobably h«ve periihed but for the afManoe of two peaianits, who 
undertook to ferveus as guides, and point cut to us the places of 
the river where the ice was ftrongeft and in beft condition to fup* 
port us. Between Tuokola and Gumiiltt the fiver is extremely 
rapid, and the current being ftronger in feme places than in others, 
the ice in tkofe pants is of a iknder texture, fo that it wasneceffary, 
in order to enfijre our ikhtf, to have a perfe^ft knowledge of the 
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diredion of the current in fummer. Our guides went before us 
in their fledge, and we followed clofe behind them with all the 
precifion which an affair of fuch delicacy and importance re- 
quires. Haying come to a part of the river which was almofl 
entirely open, we thought it would be impradent to attempt to 
pafs it. We had however no alternative^ but either to return and 
travel five or fix miles by land, with all its known inconveniencies^ 
or paffing hard by a houfe, to make our horfes leap a barrier, and 
drag the fledge over a heap of flones, till we fhould arrive again 
at the ice of the fame river. We chofe to prefer this 1^ mode 
of proceeding ; the horfes cleared the barrier, we all gave our 
affiitance to lifb up the fledge and throw it on the other fide, and 
we re-embarked on the ice clofe by a little mill. Having got 
upon the ice, we were much furprifed and concerned to find, that 
we had given ourfelves all this trouble only to reach a place where 
wc had perils ftill more alarming to encounter. The river was 
open on both fides, and it was neceflTary for the fledge to pafs over 
a crufl of ice which had maintained itfelf in the middle, and un- 
der which the water made a frightful noife. Our guides, who ven- 
tured on it firft, afifured us that there was no danger^ and that 
when we had crofTed this piece we fhould have nothing more to 
fear during the remainder of our journey. It was at the moment 
a bitter pill to fwallow ; but it promifed to procure us much 
comfort afterwards. Although our guides had by this time got to 
the other fide, our anxiety was not diminifhed ; we were unable 
to conquer the reludance excited in our minds by the view and 
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noxfe of the .water, the rapidity of the current, which ihewed it* 
felf at two openings, and by the apparent fragility of the cruft of 
ice which was to Aipport us in the midft of thelbeam. With 
exemplary difcretion we embraced the wife expedient (which 
made our Finlandifli peafants laugh immoderately) of creeping 
upon, our knees, paiiing. a hillock.of ice that obftru£i:ed our way in 
that humble poftiire, and of Aiding, on our feat to the oppdiiteTide, 
where we joined our fledge, which waitxd our arrivBl. ! This "ridi- 
culous fcene was highly entertaining, and converted into mirth 
the terror of aU our dangers, 

. Having croffed the river at this' place, tfur guides informed us, 
that we had no farther occafion for; them; apd that we itiigbt pur.-s 
fue our journey without the fmall^ft apprehehiion. They ioftantly 
left us without waiting for any fort of recompcnce for their fcr- 
vices ; and when we called them back and offered them money, 
they feemed aftonifhed that we fhould think of rewarding them. 
One of them remained deaf to all our importunities, refufed our 
money with firmnefs and dignity, and went away without it. Our 
narrow minds, that are filled with notions of what is called refine- 
ment, are at a lois to conceive how thofo people, who appear fo 
poor and low in our eyes, merely becaufe they have not a coat cut 
after the model of our*s, ihould refuie money, and fubmit to fo 
much toil only for the pleafore of being ufeful to others, and for 
the infipid iatisfa<ftion of doing good. Such examples, but too 
rare and too little known in the polifhed circles of great towns, are 
not fo in thofe places which are far removed from a metropolis, 
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vfhctc morals have became the vidim of ielfiih and conrapt paA 
ilons. It is the traveller^ who, conftantty carrying ^hout with him 
his ideas of civilization (which is often only a different name for a 
iyilem of refined felfifhnefs)^ introduces his degraded notions into 
the bofom of a fimple people, obliging firom initind, and gene-* 
rous and beneficent from nature. We for ever confider it as in-^ 
cumbent upon us to reward every litdo attention with money ; 
and knowing no gratification equal to that of receiving pecuniary 
acknowledgment, we render the pureft pleafiircs of our nature 
venal by the recompences we beftow, and corrupt and debafe, by 
views dfintereft, that fcnfe of duty which is cherifhed by a fenti- 
ment of pkafiire^ and enjoyed by every moral heart upon perform* 
iDg a good adion to bis fellow men. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

TheJwmiy cohtinuid^-^Brightne/s and Transparency of the Ice^ and^ 
theprohahh Reafrn of i$ — Stop at SiUanpe — Arrival at WafcHr^ 
Account of this Town : its Situationy Trade, and Inhabitants-^ 
The Tribmalfor the Oovemment of the North of Finland, at 
Wafor^The Prudent and Governor — Anecdotes ofLiniusus. 

ni^FORE we reedMd WaTa, we were ilill not wkliout ibme 
^^ appreheniion fiom t»TeUing cm the rivers of Finland. Hitherto 
the ice being cov^ed with fiiow <^ a dirty furface, and far from 
ihewing the fmaUeft tranipwency, made ns for the moft part for« 
get that we went upon water ; we were now to learn what fort of 
fenfation we ihould experience in paffing over a river, where the 
ice, tranfparent as cryilal, diicovered under our feet the whole 
depth of the element below, inibmuch that we could fee even the 
fmalleil fiihes. In the firft monient of furprize, having had no 
previous notice of the change, we fancied ourielves inevitably loft, 
and that we ihould be fwallowed up, and perifh in the awful gulf. 
Even the horfe himfelf was flartled at the novelty of his fituation ; 
he fuddenly flopped (h<Mrt, and ieemed unwiUing to go forward. But 
the impulie he had acquired in travelling puihed him forward in 
^ite of lumfelf^ and he flid> m* rather fltated upon his four jointleis 
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legs, fot the ipa€€? of eight or ten yards This flarMigc mode of 
travelling with a ikaling horfe^ upon an element where we could 
eoaint the fithes tinder the fledge and under the horie's feet, was 
tiot very amufing to us, ^ough we were already accuilomed to a 
road of ice. I was at ibme pains to fatisfy myielf as to the realbn 
why the ice was fo dear and pdlucid in particular parts of the river 
only ; atid I think- 1 ^fcovered it in the united oAion of the folar 
wys and of the wind. The wind having fifrept away the (how 
and cleared the !(urface of the ioe^ the fun, a:t the end of March and 
beginning of April, having acquii^ coniiderable force, had melted 
and rendered fmooth the furface, which at firfl: is always ibmewhat 
rough- c»id uneven; this being froaen during the ni^t, formed a 
ixiirf^of thelpoA perfe&'polidi. The hiftre of the ice on this 
river is very remarkable; had it not been for the little ihining 
and perpendicular fifluces, which ihewed the diameter of the ice's 
tfatcktoefs, it would have been utterly impoffible for us to diftin- 
gui(h it from the water below. Where the river happened to be 
of a profound depth, we could perceive our vaft diftance from the 
bottom cmly by an indiftind greenifli colour : the refledion that 
w^e were fufpended over fuch an abyis made us fhuddei*. UhdeT 
this terrifying impreffion, the yaft depth of the river, and dazzled 
by the extraordinary tranfparency and brilliancy of the ice, we 
crept along the furface, and felt inclined to fliut our eyes, or 
turn away our heads, that we might be lefs feniible of our danger. 
But when the river happened to be only a yard or two deep, we 
were amufcd to be able to count the pebbles at the bottom of 
the water, and to frighten the filhes with our feet. 



THROUGH FINLAND. ^39 

Bef<^e our amval at Wai(a we (till endurdd much bodily fatigue 
from the rough motion <^ the fledge ; and we were obliged to 
make a paufe at a fmali place called Sillanpe^ which ierved as a 
ftage or poft-houie. Here we found a public houie kept by. a 
widow^ and fo overjoyed were we to meet again with the com- 
forts of life, that we remained with her two whole days. 

Wafa is the firft town you meet with upon entering Oftro* 
bothnia. It is built entirely c^ wood^ and the houics for the 
greater port only coniift of one ficnry. Wafit is aconfidonble ttar 
pelftad, iituated imder the G4th degree of north latitude. It is 
one hundred and iixty-two miles, fiom StocUmlipf forty-one from 
Abo, fourteen from Gamla Cadeby, and. eight and a half from 
Ny Carkby* The town was founded^ with a parifl> ckwchi 
Muflafaart, by Charles IX. k was endowed with certain privi* 
leges in ]6>1, and named after tbeilloftnoiis houie of Wa&i 
being at the fame tune honoured with the permcffion o£ bearing 
the arms of that family. The late king of Sweden, Gufiavus III. 
eflabliihed at Waia, in the year 17 7&p a tribunal^ or iiipreme 
council for the north of Finland, the inflitution of which was ce» 
kbmttd with great pomp at Stockholm^ on the 20th of June, 
1 776. In its dcpendance are three governments, viz. .Wafa, Ule* 
aborg, and Knopia>^ two jurifdidions, and feven territorial judges. 

The 

* Before this inftitution the inhabitants of thofe diftiJAs were undier the necef^ 
iity of carrying their difputes to Abo. After informing myfelf as well as I could 
refpeding the adminiftration of this tribunal, I found that there are a third more 
law-fuits now than there ufed to be when the people were obliged to carry them 

to 
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^Bbc buijBiiig ^j p roptiab e d to the fittiogt of thb courts is built 
of A6ne do& .ta thfe town^ and iip^i Ithc docUvity of a rifing 
ground -to tkiefouth-caft^ ofipcxfite to the governor's palace and 
^ ro^al favm of TkorfticliD. This c££ce. is iorcoty yards in 
kngeb % twon^<*fevm in bfeadtk, aad. tiurtyrthrQe in height^ 
and eoniiife df ikrecy fioMS. In fnmt it is ommncnted .with a 
:.doc]u' Ittis of thfi done order of a(rckite(6bire^ «Knd is altogether 
one of the braklibnicft buiUii^ in the kingdom. On the friezt 
is bbfervable the Ibllowing infciiptioa ; <' Gnilaiws III. E* S« 
^ anno* loifieni XIL csfennit Xhemidiqne dicaYit/* To the Mreft- 
inani is aa open placc» a hunditd yards broad, ^and two hundred 
aod fiffy-^five in length, called the madftet^^phoe of Gi^vus, jkam 
wbiciiy oppotite to chc.frgni of the hou^ tons aa aviomie of four 
wwB'of tftts oaeach iid«, a hwidi)*! y9rd» bioad, an^.iive hun- 
dnd ]bng« Axoui^ the marioet-^ihco ate tn&ed. the hou^ of 
the members of the tribunal, in i flyle ofperfcft iymjnetxjr. The 
inh a bit an t s, for the omamept c£ thctovn, have bogim to jJant 
aiFcmaes of trees, to the eaft^ north and ibut^ of tbe railing that in«* 
ckics the building. 

The town of Wa£i is in a very improving owdituMi, botbaa to 
the daaly eacteniion of its trade, and the iocveafi^g mmber of (tft 
commodities. As it no9V fiands, it covers a iin&Ge a£ iiztecn 
hundred yards in length, and a thouiand in breadth, and contains 

to fo great a diftaoce ; which feems to prove that tribunals and lawyers multiply 
law-ibit$» juft as j^yficians are faid fometimes to have added to the number of 
difeafes. 
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ieventeen ilreet$, fcrcn of which run from xmrtb to ibuth, and 
cut the remaining ten at right angles. The ftrcets arc all ftraight 
and not too narrow; Here is a church which in common belongs 
to the town and the parifh of Muftafaari ; alio a fchool and a laza- 
retto. The burying ground is upon a neat plain of. coioiiderable 
elevation, at a quarter of a mile*s difbmce from the town. Beiides 
the fupreme court, which b conftituted by the burgomafters and 
counfellors, there is likewiie a iubordinate court of juftice^ which 
is the only one in this government. 

l^hc trade of this town with foreign nations is rather confider* 
able r their chief articles of exportation are tar, pitch, rafters>^ 
deals which they fend to Stockhokn, befides xye, butter, butchers* 
meat chiefly beef, oil of iea1s> fkins, tallow, &c. : fhips for fale, which 
we generally ccmftrudled of fir, are alfo built here. Wafa has an 
annual market or fair, on> the 24th of Atiguft, but it is of little 
confequence.. 

Among the eflablifhmente of public utility you may reckon a 
a medicine Yepofitory (which in England would be called a medi- 
cine warehouie, or apothecary's ihop), a medical or botanical 
garden, a ctotfa manufadure, a wcx-khouie for twilling tobacco, 
and a plantation of feven acres of that de/lrqyer of mens morals as 
weU as health,'^ three tan yards, a manufactory for oil from the 
leal, two dye-houies, and a building for the boiling of pitch. 

The old harbour is difficult of accefs, but there is a* new one 

• Thus wrote King James T. of England.. What abfurd opinion is there that 
has not been (anAioiied bjr aullior»f 
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fituatcd a^mite from tlie former, which is more conyenicttt. lo 
the year 1 704 iix (hips were cmplo)^ for foreign and thme for 
home trade. 

' In the year 1 7Q0, Wafa confifted of three htuid»d and eighty^ 
four bouies and houi^-ileadft, four .hundffed ^nd fifty^-five. families^ 
eleven hundred and fifty-fiye citizens paying taxes» of between 
fifteen and {v^ty years of age. The number of males was in ail 
two thooiand one hundred and ferentyriix. The town is bound 
to equip nine failors for the royal navy. The revenue of the ma*' 
ritime cuilom^hbufo for the year 1794 was eighteen hundred 
and fifteen rix dollars. 

In the viciiuty of the town are fprings of mioend water^ called 
Guftavus's wells, after the prcfent prince royal: they were firft 
difcovered in the year 1 750. Since the royal tribunal was eftab* 
liihed here, a new high road has been made by order of his ma« 
jefty,. which goes through the parifhes of Happo, AlajauQi, Saiwe-r 
javoi, and foom Haukas to Cuopto, a town of Savgila^- Having 
paid our compliments to the prcfideot and goirffnor, we had pre^ 
fontly an invitatian to dine witli them« Tbey made it their bufi^ 
w& to invite the moft interefting {ocwty of Wa& to mpet w; 
diey treated us nuignificently, and in the &me %le of ceremony 
that we had experienced at Stodkbolm ; for h»e, as in other 
coTuitries, the towns of the provinces always look up tOj and ftudy 
to imitate the maaners of the capital 

It feemed to me like a dream to meet here a lady fo amiable, 
fo well informed^ and fo polifhed in her manncx^ as we found the 

wife 
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ivife of the prefident of the court of juftice : fhe imderflands 
Italian and French, and has acquired a ufte for the beauties of our 
beft Italian poets. 

I iaw at the houfe of the preiident a very intelligent and con- 
Tcriable clergyman. We had much converiation concerning the 
Finlanders, efpecially on the fubjedt of their poetry, and he men^ 
ttoned a Tariety of interefting particulars. Speaking of Linnaeus 
vnth whom he had been well acquainted at Upfala, he had much 
to fay on the charader of the Swediih naturalift, and dwelt par- 
ticularly on the extreme vanity which that great man ieems to 
have carried to the mod difgufling length. He related to me 
ibme anecdotes which gave ilrong indications of that weaknefs. 
A lady of the province of Upfala, who had never been beyond ifs 
boundaries^ applied to a friend of Linnaeus for a letter of recom- 
mendation, that ihe might have an opportunity of making the 
acquaintance of this eminent chara<5ter, and at the fame time fee 
his coUedion. The pbilofopher received her with much polite- 
nefs, and as he was ihewing her the mufeum, the good lady was 
io £Ued with afionifhrnent at the fight of an alTemblage of fuch. 
a number of difierent objeifb, upon each of which Linnaeus had 
always fomething to remark^ that fhe exclaimed with a figh, / no 
lof^ger wonder that Lhinaus is Jo well known over tfie whole province 
^ TJfjfala t Linnaeus^ who infiead of the pravmee of Upfala expeA- 
ed to hear the whole unherfe^ was £> fliocked, that he would (hew 
her nothing more of the mofeum, and Amt the lady away quite 
.confimnded at the change of bis humour, and at the fame time 
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firmly believing that her high encomium had wounded the feel- 
ings of the great philofophcn One day, being in a melancholy 
temper, he gave orders that no perfon (hould be admitted to him, 
and placed himfelf,- in his bed-gown and night-cap, fad and pen- 
five upon his fofa. An officer in the Swedilh ftrvicc arrived with 
a party of ladies, 'wht> had made a journey for the exprefi pur- 
pofe of ^cirtg the Linnaean coUeAlon:. The officer was denied 
admittance;- but being awar6 of Linnasus^s caprice, he wbtdd not 
be rcfofed- by tht ferrant, but ptiihed by him, and entered the 
chartiber ^h^e Linha&us was fitting* At firft fome indignation 
was Ifeewti &t this intrufion ; but the officer introduced the hdies 
with a nfioft extravagant panegyric, to the illjtfirhms philofl>pher^ 
who "UMSfhsfok ohje£l of their journey i to the man whom the whole 
world aihftved'to he the great e/i; to that man who had put nature 
Jierfetf to'the rack in order todifcover her deareji fecrets, &c. Lin- 
naeus'sfurly hiunour inftantly forfook him, and he never appeared 
more amiafble in his manners than to this officer, whom he em- 
braced teaderly, calling him his true friend, &c, &c. He was fo 
fingulariy enamoured of praife, that his mind was never in that 
fedate ftate* which would have enabled him to diffinguiih trac 
commendation from flattery and deception. The clergyman, 
who at firft could not credit fuch reports, was convinced of their 
reality by one of his friends, who compofed fo ridiculous an eu- 
logy for Linnasus, that the weakeft child might have treated it as 
a farce or fatire : it was worded in the bombaft of the middle 
ages, or in the Afiatic ftyle : he called him the fiin of botanifts, 

the 



THROUGH FINLAND- 245 

the Jupiter of the literati, the fecretary of nature, an ocean of 
fcience,.a moving mountain of erudition, and other appellations 
to the fame efFeA. Linnaeus, far from feeling dLfpleafure at iiich 
excefiive aijd ridiculous compliments, interrupted the panegyriil 
at each phrafe^ embracing him, and calling him his deairft friend. 

The^ governor invited us to dine with him the.fbjkvi^ing day. 
At table, tajkbg of oeconomy, it was agreed by the cofnpany that 
Waia was the town of all others where one may live oa the 
cheapeft terms. A woodcock, which at Stockholm would coft 
thirty-two Swedtih ikillings, or fixteen pence Engliflijis bought at 
Waia for four. The price of a water-quail at Stockholm, twelve 
{killings, here is only two ^killings the pair* Fire wood coils almoil 
nothing, except the trouble of cutting it. The clergyman ob-- 
ferved, that for three rix dollars he kept a fire in his i^rtQient 
every day without intermiflion during ei^t months of the year*. 

The prefident is the firil; perfbn in Waia« though, as, his falary 
is paid in paper, or rix-geld, he has about a thouiand rix dollars 
lefs than the governor, whofe appointment confifts in provifions 
or natural .produce, by which he regularly clears aa ai^iual io* 
come of two.thoufand four hundred rix dollars; a iiim more than 
iiifficient to enable him to live in this place like a great lord* 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Departure fr(m Wa/a-^Inconveniencies ef the Journey over the Ice — 
Arrival at Oamla Carleby^Account of this Teruon — Proceed on 
the Journey. : new Difficulties arifing from the Ice-^ Account of 
BraheJladr-^Arrhsal at Uleahorg. 

A S travelling in the Hedge becomes extremely difficult at this 
•^■^^ advanced period of the feaibn, we forefaw that we fhould 
have a very painful and dtiagreeable journey from Wala to Ulea- 
horg. The governor of Wafa eamcftly employed himfelf tof trace 
out for us a route, by which we might travel the greater part of 
the diftance upon the ice; at the fame time he ifTued an order, 
by which the peafants of thofc diftrrds through which we were to 
pais, were enjoined to lupply us with horfes all the way to the 
frontiers of his government This was an additional mark of the 
obliging attention which we had experienced in {o many inftances 
from him during our ftay > but his orders in their execution were 
by no means of that advantage to us which we had reafcm to ex- 
ped, for the peafants in thofe parts are not at all in the habit of 
conducing travellers, and are in want of many things neceilaiy for 
that purpofc. Their fledges are ill conftruded; they are extremely 
flow in yoking their horfes, and have not a fuflSicient fupply : 

we 
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wc therefore were conftantly obliged to wait for fome hours be- 
fore they had prepared for our departure. 

The journey from Waia to Uleaborg is about oiie hundred and 
ninety Englifli miles. Wc pujrfued our courfc along the CQail# 
crofling rivers, woods, and branches of the ieftf and were fomc^ 
times at a coniiderable diftance from the Ihore. The whole of thip 
vaft trad of country 13 flat, and ab6imd» in woods of fira and pines 
of a Tery large iize. The coaib are nglwd and ijtwy, and pi^e^ent 
rocks and iifets without the fmalleA appeaw^dp <^ veget^j^. 
We proceeded with the greeted diligence, but w« became ex- 
tremely wearied by the mode of tra veiling w« were obliged to 
adopt. Before we arrived at GamU Carieby, wc j(aw at €» two 
frigates, and fbon aifter pai£ed four or five merchant (bips which 
the ice had detained, and conibaijied to pafs the winter in thpfi^ 
regions. 

Gamla Carleby is a decent town^ iituated in a fm»ll gulf of 
the fea, and has ibmc trade : it is at the dtftance of QW hiwdred 
atid fbrty-itx Swediih miles fiom fkockholm^ if you go tbe vAmI 
north road towards Tomeit fiftyrfii^e ifom Abo* md fouftemi 
from Wafa. It was founded in the year 1^20 by Guftatiw Adol*- 
phus, who conferred, upon it certain privileges, which hay« b$fn 
confirmed to the inhabitants at diffisrent periods 6pC9 that tlmg^ 
The town is regulariy built, with a handfbmc mad^et-f ImCj fiv« 
ftreets in its length and five in its breadth, whidi are uch twenty 
yards wide ; and it OMitains two hundred and fottrt^en hpufe- 
Heads, or lots for houfes. In the year 1790 there wereh^rc thi^^ 

one 
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one merchants, three hundfed and twenty-eight iamiliea^ eight 
hundred and twenty-ieven perions paying taxes ; and the whole 
number of inhabitants was one dKmfand three hundred and (ixty- 
feven. The town has* a church built of wood for the u& of its 
own inhabitants^ and the burying ground is on the outiide of the 
town. 

The harbour^ on account of a fand bank which blocks up its 
entrance, is inacceffiUe to (hips heavy laden and drawing nuch 
water, its depth being only from twelve to thirteen feet, ib that 
large veflels are compdled to lie in the road while they load and 
imload : it is to be hoped, however, that this inarnvjenieace will 
ibon be remedied. The town has alio a place for loading in the 
parifh Kalajoki, with a dock, and carries on a coniidcrable trade* in 
ihips built for exportation, in tanning, deals, buttcc» talloWf and 
hops. It had in the year 1704 fourteen (hips (amounting alto- 
gether to one thoufand five hundred and thirty-fix Cons)i of which 
thirteen were for foreign trade ; thefe exported about one thou- 
fand eight hundred barrels of tar, one thoufand. five hundred bar- 
rels of pitch, from three to four hundred dosensof plai:J»> two 
thoufand pounds of butter, two hundjced and fevwty-tbree hun- 
dred weight of tallow, nine hundred barrels of corn^ &c. .The in- 
land cufloms for the year 1781 produced about twotbo^nd one 
hundred ttnd twenty-five, and tho&.ofthe maritime. department 
two thou&nd and twenty-feven rix ddlars. 
.. The iiUiabitants of Gamla Carleby plant tobacco, a^d prepare 
it for uie ; they are engaged in other branches of indi^ry ; they 

ralfe 
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raife potatoes, lye, and barlfey, and^ have about three hundred acres 
of araUe land in cultivattoa^ Not far firom the town is a printied 
^ottdnoiauilfii^bory ; aMb a hMfa^fbi" toiKng pitch; a ilote-houfe 
fol* tar^ aia'w-^iHil) liearthemoud^of the rivtir'Kulajoki; &c. The 
ita&giftracy cdnfifb ^f a bargomaftef and (be couildil-mcn. Ab6ut 
a mile from Carleby are ibme iprings of mineral water. 

Fiom Gamk Caridby we coritihu^d our journey on the it6j and 
eacpeiimioeda turn feiiiatioti peculiar tb this mode of tj^veBing. 
We hflrve before obftnred, thm chcvfrofl: is here ib hitenfei - as to 
mttSitheai^ miH waving moticrti. 'Theftm becdmihgmore 
poweiM Widi Che advktMDeilietit' of the 'Jebfi^, kn6lfjl{^d CMdider- 
libly tbe iee'on the furface; Tfahe^ watei^ thus produced dtti4ng the 
day, colleAed in the cavities or furrows, and foirmed little pobls 
Or rmilets, which we wese iiRder* the neceffity of traverfing in our 
fledges; and as thty were always a coniiderable depth in the 
middle, we ft w ourfelves deicfendmg we knew not where, aind ac- 
tually thought we ihould (ink to the bottom of the ocean. The 
intrepidity, or rather indifference, with which the Finlander made 
his way through thoie pools, encouraged us a littler ; but the re^ 
oolledioii that we were upon the iea, and a confcioufnefi that the 
water was entering our ifedge, excited at firft friglitful apprehen- 
£ons, and a continued difagreeable feeling. 

In mghts of levere and intenle cold, inch as fitquently bcrcui- at 
that time of the year, a craft of ice is formed over thoi/e podis, 
infomuch, that the water becomes inclofed betweeri tw6 ^tes of 
ice : in this cafe the iledge, as it pafles over thto upp^i^ crtift, wfhlch 

Vol. I. K k is 
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is getierally of but a brittle tctture^ bitcaks it^ and Aiddcfily isilk 
into the water, which bubbles up all fdxiut the fledge^ nor does it 
flop till it gets to the fecond layer of ice. This uneiq)e6Ud fall 
produces a horrible fenfation ; and though there arc rarely more 
than two feet of diflance from one ftratum of ioe to the other, yet 
the iight of the water, the plunging of the horibj Uc uc eaaceed"* 
ingly. alarming* 

In our trayels on the ice we fell in with fifliermen who i^ the 
licdc and bait : they ibmetimes ftof^d, and amuied us by flicw* 
ing us the fi(h they had caught. Their figure wi3 a great curio- 
fity to us : they fcour over the ice in long wooden pottena^ and 
ihove themfelves akmg with a pole they hold in thdr hand. The 
velocity of their progreis is almoft incredible ; and the wonderful 
celerity of motion in their bodies, without the fmalk^ jveceptiUe 
adion in their legs (for they v& only their arms), forms a very 
ilriking fight to a perfon behdding them for the firft time. When 
employed infifhing, they ezhil»t a very curious pidure, on account 
of the contrail which is obfervaUe in all thoie objedb. They 
carry along with them a fmall triangular fail, which> when they 
have occafion to remain long ieated on the ice, they Uptt^d, in 
order to ihelter them from the wind. Having perforated the ice 
with a kind of chiiel, which makes a part of their apparatus, they- 
plunge the hook into the iea to the depth of about thirty * feet: 
if the cold happens to be ibmewhat ievete, th^ are obliged to be 
continually ftirring the water at the orifice of the hole to prevort 
its freezing. We witnefled ieverai lucky dips of the fiibermen's 
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hooks, and we did not leave them till we had caught ibme filh 
ourfeives. Afterwards, wiihing to try whether we could run on 
the ice with their pattens, we afforded no ihiall diverfion to tboic 
good people by our awkward manner of ufmg them, as well as 
by ieveral falls, which were more amufing to the fpe<Sators than 
agreeable to the performers. 

You meet often in thofc parts with what may be termed dif- 
niptioiis of the ice, which form a ftrange pi^hirefque appearance, 
ibmetimes tefembling the ruins of an ancient caftle. The caule 
of thefe diiruptions is the rooks, which happen to be at the depth 
of £>me feet under the fiirface of the water. During the preva-^ 
lenoe of die intenie cold, the water freezes frequently three feet 
or more in tiiickne&; the elevation c^the fea is consequently di* 
minifhed, and iinks in proportion to the diameter of the ice that . 
is formed : then thofe fhelves and rocks overtop the furfiice, and 
break the cofaefion of the ice, while accident depofits the detached 
mafles and fragments in a thousand irregular forms. It is ex- 
tremely dangerous to travcrfc the ice in thofe parts during night, 
unleis you have the compafs conflantly in your hand, and even 
with it you are not always lafe. The traveller is frequently in* 
terrupted by thofe obflades ; he often lofcs fight of the coaft, 
while the whitencfs of the fnow dazzles his eyes, and makes it 
extremely difficult to difcem the traces of the fledges which have 
pafied that way before : thus he is in no fmall danger of .lo$ng 
the road, and of going on in a different direftion, which may lead, 

Kk2 him 
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htitt>il^reNiniMf iey4ofert; anftccidtftotwktek faappebedtousmore 

1 ha^'iiAde no mention o( Braheftad^ a fmall town wepaiTed 
on the rbad^ beCbufe* J did not think it at the time <if itauch coii-^ 
fcquc^ce ; I findV however give ibme account of it bere« Thia 
town is a ilapelilad^and iitua ted under die 64th degree 43 mkiiitet 
of kiititudt> in thebailwidi and pariih of Salo, one hundred and 
tlHity-fivelcaguts and a half from Stockholm (by the comtaoot 
TunA Mild)/^ fixty^i^iie fiom Abo, eight and a half iiom Ukft^ 
Wg» ^kkd^^fty from Wa^i It (lands on the gulf of Bothnia, 
at'thd ttf6f^ a'bfiQ^ feittied by two peninfuks : the town itself is 
npdfd tiia^main land: It was^ founded by Count Feter Btahe, who 
eoniidared this iituation as pardcolarly fiivcmiable for trader The 
town became his property fay puicbaic, and in' I>ceember 1049 
heproTided it with a charter and certain piivilcges: io'1^52 it 
was called after his name. Thofe privile^ were CMi&med to 
the towh in 1651, l052, lOSO ; and thelaft and moft important, 
by which it acquired the right of ftapdAad, to carry on ibveign 
trade, is dated the 7th April 1701* ^of ^^^ armorial -bearings it 
has part of the arms of the family of Brafaie, viz^ a horfe, and a 
man with a lance and helmet. The harbour was once gpod and 
ccmvenient ; but at preient it is choaked up witb mud, iniiBimidi 
that onty fmall veflels, or large ones witii half their cargo, are 
aiUe to enter it« Ships drop anchor at the mouth of the harbour, 
a quarter of a mile from the market place. 

* Which rans along the guif of Bothnia to l^ornea. 

The 
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T^e ; trade q£ the t«mi *cov£Bs in pitchy tettow> buttat, hidesr 
furs^ a fm^ quantity of falmon, and other filh. The exports, 
in fivnayoafs rhefore 17Q2, taken at an avefage^ amounted to 
fiowrtefinitboajfand fpur hundred and Ibrty-foor barrels of tar, ten 
thottfand hvMfed weight of hutter, 9nd one thouiahd five huor*. 
dxediand ,feyent;y*gBte hundred weight of taNow^ Their tiafio 
in butcher^a meat was on<^ :Oon6dei»jbli:»^ M.weU w;idmt;of ^atti 
&£yes of rubuschuma!mQniS> a belr]7.{iecvliMto^&w«d*a.^j Thc()^.' 
a^ export wood andiplanks for. ibip^iog^ j^Fbicbtii^ ^vitrJiyvta Mvmr 
mllQiithitnYn. Pj^b^i. From aboptd iihcy iwigmtMt^ioi 
whcd|». tb^^9fwo take^ care to have aconftmt fupply Qf one ikv^ 
tiffed eight hundred tons. In the year 1704, tbe toivn hftd £wr^ 
tfi^n ihips.of CAc thoufand andjfiftytfive. tws buctheb in>all : of 
tjn^, lowr^ jor (vrb»pBiiz» are evf loyed in fo«fign trade* They 
have a rcfc-work, ab4 a cptton manu&doiy# fufficieot for homo 
<^nfumptiani and a good fi(hQry# 

The town poi&fies but a very fcnall territory* In the year 
1 7Q0 the number of the inhabitants was ^en hundred wA iizty* 
three ; tad of five hundred and forty who paid t»es^ twenty- 
eight were merchants and thirty*two burgiefles* The number 
of^the faouib in 1704 was on^ hundred and tw^ty-four, the 
iaoniies two hundred and twenty-five, per^xis. paying taxes five 
hundred and ftventytwo. The duties collededat the man* 
time cuftom-houfefor the year 1701» amounted to one thouiand 
andtwen^-five riz doUars. thirty ikillings* Qofe to the town 
tiiere are a manufadory of pitch, and a ftorehoufe for tar : there 

is. 
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i$, bcfides^ another manufadory c£ pitdi ftt Pyhajoki. The in- 
habitants 4ure provided with milk from the pariflws of Pykajoki 
and Kukjoki* 

• We arrrived at Ulcftborg on the &venth of April, where we 
found, cloie by the town-honfe) a toierable inn, whidi is the only 
one in the place. At night, after we were gone to bed, we were 
iiirpriied by an incident which appeared to us very extraordinary 
in a country of fb high a latitude. I have long been in the dan* 
gerous habit, before falling aileep, to read a book for half an hour. 
That evening I happened to be reading Ariofto, when I thought I 
heatxl three taps on the window of our chamber, which vras on the 
ground floor. I paid not the fmalleft attention to it the firft 
nor «ven the iecond timet When it was repeated the third time, 
I began to iiiipe^ it had ibme meaning ; but as I read Ariofto, I 
was diipofed to dpubt whether it was not an cSe&, of my imagi* 
nation, heated perhaps by that of the poet. The fourth time, 
howcveri I had fcarcc the ihadow of a doubt that it was fome- 
body who tapped at the window ; but ftill, to guard againft illu- 
fion, I awaked my companion, who flcpt in another bed in the 
fame room; and after acquainting him with my impreifion, 
prayed him to liften, and obferve whether he could not hear a 
noife at the window. We then heard the three traps repeated, 
accompanied with a voice, which uttered fbmething indiftin^ly. 
I rofc, put on my pelice, and taking up my piftols went out of 
the chamber to fee what it might be. But how great was my 
furprifc!.,..It was a fine girl who vvanted a comer of a bed. 1 

immediately 
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immediately uncocked, and laid aiide the piilols, for fear of doing 
miichief«.,.Wbat happened afterwards ?..,.For the folution of fuch 
difficult problems, Ariofto generally refers to another canto ; but 
for the f(4ution of this, let the reader conjei^re what might have 
happened to himielf in iiaiilar circumftances. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Account of Uleaborg : Situation, Population, and Trade — Mineral 
Springs near Uleaborg — The Soil in the Neighbourhood of this 
Town, and its mineral Produ^ions — The Climate and Seafons^-^ 
Vegetation, and animal Creation. 

T TLEABORG is a ftapclftad, fituatcd in 65 degrees north la- 
^"^^ titude. It was founded by Charles IX. in l605« It has 
two cuftom-houfcs, one for the land, and one for the fea ; two 
fqnares^ iixteen flreets, and is divided into quarters. The popula- 
tion is about three thouiand eight hundred fouls. The articles of 
exportation are as follow : 

Tar (exported annually) tons 80,000 

Pitch, ditto — — S,000 

Butter, ditto — — 80,000 

Tallow, ditto — — 70,000 

Salmon, ditto — — 2,000 

Dried pike, ditto — — 4,000 

A peculiar fpecies of herrings, ditto — 300 

Planks, ditto — — dozens 600 

The goods that are imported from abroad arc, wine, oil, dscA 
lemons, which altogether do not amoimt to much. The yearty 

importation 
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importation of fait amounts oii an average to almpft ten thouiand 
ton» : it is brought firom the Mediterranean, and-particularly fixnai 
Spain* 

Under the head of maaufa6tures come two faw-niills, two corn- 
mills, three fttlling^mills for fhifFs of wool and linen cloth ; a 
tobacco manufadory, -and three dying hou&s. The public revenue 
produces eight thousand rix dollars per annum. UleAborg fends 
four ihips to the Mediterranean, which retium laden with difierent 
articles, but principally fait. Beiides thefe, there aie other vefleb 
employed in freightage. 

In the iflands at the mouth of the river are two or three dodb- 
for building ihips, where about fix vefTels every year of different 
iizes are conftruAed. The port of Uleaboi^ is a veiy bad one : 
the ihipptag is obliged to remain in the road about two Eagliik 
miles from the town, and to k)ad and unload by means of lighters^ 
The road itfelf is every year more and moce filled up with &nd 
and graves* 

In the year lOoo, Ulcaborg was vifited by Charles IX. ; in 10 10 
by Guflavus Adolphus ; in 1O94, by Charles XL; and in 1752, 
by Adolphus Erederic. It was attacked by the Ruffians in 14g8, 
IS 17, 1S90, ^od 15g2. In 1714, and 1743, it was treated wiUt 
particular feverlty by diofe invaders, and almofl ruined* 

There are at Ule&borg jR>me mineral Iprings, and valetudinarians 
come hither for ihc purpofe of drinking die waters. In die year 
1709> there "were among diefe but three or four foreigners, whiclu 
when contrafked with, the mukiplicity of thofe who refcKt to 
$pa, and other places on the continent, makes this plaoe appear 

Vol* I. L 1 very 
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Tcjy bifignificaQt. The chemical properties of the Uletbarg 
ifraters are thefe : — A yeflel of a himdred Clinical iii(;h«$i CQa*» 
tains 

Sal digeftivum fcxx 

Alkali vegetabilc -^^ ^^^ l.Q 

Alkali miaerale ~- *-^ fi,7 

Calx, vitnolata ^^ — * 0.8 

Oalx aerata -^ -<^ U$^ 

Femim -^ . -~ i»a 

Tenaiilicea — -.^ 1.7 

To which lauil be added twdire cubic iacb«3 oC CBiibook aci<!j^ 
and ten o£ hepatic gas. 

The rivff Ulea» <m tb« baaks of irhi^h the Umn i» fitiiated^ 
foll9 down with a gre^ noi^; and it* myiptionia attended with^ 
oonfidetfable danget • The tuadii^ Teflcls which ga oi» tbi^ river 
to the iisa^ are conduifted hj pibtt paid by governments apd nui* 
triculatcd or regiftered. None of the Finnilh peafantSy unleis thu$ 
fegtftered> a«e pennittcd to engage in th«t nevig^iocu Thisregu* 
ktiott was adopted te^ pioTeiM; the OM^tmufince of accidents which 
frequently happened in the f ivcfr by bo^s b«ing upfet and people 
drowned, who were going vp mA down^ Such is the velocity 
with which fhips perform their cowfe dowi^ the river, that they 
generally run fix EngUih imles ia the fpaoe of twenty minutes. 
The falmon fifliery here i» very eoi^derable ; attd the ialmoa of 
Uleaborg fetch a higher pri(^ at Sto<^olm than thofe of any 
other place. Speaking of iaimon, I ihall be excafed by my reader 
for relating a fa£t, not more fingular than well aujthenticated :-~ 

A gentle- 
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A gentltffnanr ofJJkihotg vrtnt dience fay iea to Stockholm ; on 
fa» setum, the ihip*s fie ward, in deling die plate- ^ter dimitr* 
let fall into the fea a iihrer fpoxm, which was fwatlowed hy i OA" 
moti that cJMnoed to pais by. The day ^ser this ialoion fflttk 
bb way rxp the river Hear Uleabor^ wlKre it was cnight by A 
fiihermaa. The fiflicr went to iell the ^K)ontoaflirerfinith, wbo, 
on fccdgraimig the cypiier, tratiaediatdj. cont^ed k to the gen- 
dcfliMtt's wife» The lady^ who hod not feodyed any xntdUgeiKe 
6001 her hnlband 6oee his depBrtuce ieam Uleiboi^ wo ibrtfck 
vmh fihe bdief thatie bad been ibipw/ecked ; and thb fceaaied 
die; inoii» pNtbobte^ tti his- Mtnm h«d b«(Av dolfiyed hy emukt^ 
winds;> H^d gmtkaaM ae Itk eoti^led hk liflKadd wif<» by lib 
<e*appeanHiee> and «nmied« h^ witit £he; r^itat df the^niode in 
which the filver ipoon was loft. 

Witb Mgtfd to tb&fdir itt fbe vidftity o^UldlBMg, it d^dv ia 
iome pafr^uAm; but it i» genefdfy fkndy. In tl»e taileys, oA tbtf 
fid«» of rWniMs, sMd on the banks of die riter Vieif theft is to he 
fwtkA faoHi^ MoMld; but m Ibci fmalf quainter as r<»rod^ ftf 
bn MMir«by df iwtietf. If tbene be any to be diibotveted t^nAuttr 
it has dthef b^rt waibdl down fMm the adjacent hiils> of ba» 
been gmoMd on wMcfr countty-bonfes' fbf merly ftoo«f . Marf , ther 
iisr^Kf ar^iffocea JiffXI^itSiifity Lhttr. h^ asf ftr asf I kflo^r, ilo« €* be 
*ef wWfr in thw ndghbourbvjod, nw <^lk, iwr rim*-cartfc ; but 
hme-<!otte hss becrf ifewrtd' nv the paiift^ of Kttni Mubos,. fttl- 
damo, and Fijao. In Padcsjcrfoi a copper-mine has been dif- 
covcred, which b now wjougbt. The ore is^ ^rites ferreo-aip- 
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nus^ Linn. Infeveral places ia the vicintty^ efpccsally in the 
pariihes of Paldamo and Sotkamo, there is iroDreacth^. ^m) ochie^ 
The peafants, without aay afUflaoce from othess, malse for. 
themielves a9 much good iron and fteel as they haycocca£k>n.fer.. 
From Sotkamo Mr^ Julin ^ brought, and ha& m his pofleffion, a 
firong blood-ftone ore,, with cryftal ; and this alio is to.be found 
at Kemi. ^ On the fbuihores of Kemi, near Paldamo and Kala-* 
joki> you meet with great quantities of black fand impri^gnated 
with iron* In fomc places about Kemi, Sotkamo, Knfatpn,.and 
Paldamo,. you will light upon a ipeciesof ilate, tht JcAifim arJc^ 
Jiaj Linn, arranged, 1 belLcFC, by the lateminendo^fls imder the 
geau^ ,o€ ardefia itgularisp It is not, however, good foi^ roofing* 
The mod common fort coniiib of fand caa£didated hj clay, or, 
a mixture of clay and quartz. 

Befides the grey and red grwite, the m<^ common ftone here, 
you will find a reddifli and clear quartz pebble ftone, flii^t ftoper 
feltiparj. and rock cryfial, being the nitnm quartx^im aqucum^ 
Linn. Black fhod, (Jchoerlum \ nigrum}; is to be ieen in a few 
places near Sotkamo and Reoyanjemi; in the neighbpurfaood of the 
town, below the quickfands, and on the margins of lakes* Clay pre-^ 
vails throughout the whole of the pariihes />f Kemi^ Paldamo, and 
Sotkamo. Toa meet withy2w»ffr micaceum^^k ctnereum atomU 
interftinSis quartnofis micaecifqfie^ Linn, of various ccdours, but 
noftly of bbckogrey ; as alio the talcum oUarf, Linn. In PudeiV 

* This gentleman will be again mentioned hereafter. 

t See Reteic's Mineraiogia/genus Schoerlam. 

jervi 
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jenri and SotkamO) at the village of Riftiarfoi, and in the pariih 

of PaWamo^ milUftoncs may be obtsuned, ^hich confift of. a very 

good fattd*ftone. About a couple of miles to the northward 

of Ulcabdrg, is found on the highway the well known Ropa-, 

khi, v^hich, according to Kirwan, is an aggregate of/e///par and 

vtica ; its colour is brown, or brownifli red ; it moulders by ex-? 

pofbre to the air ; but that is only when the «iic^r exceeds. Mr. 

Kirwan adds, when the fe/tjpar exceeds, it forms a durable ftone^* 

called in Italy granitone* 

- There b no great chain of mountains nearer to Uleaborg thair 

the land ridge to the nrnth-eaft, and caft ^mtb-eaft ;. the ground 

being for the moft part low, and covered with, coppices, bogs/ 

and morafles ; which give to the country around the town a dulL 

and heavy appearaace. The fituation being damp> and not fuffi- 

ciently (hekered, the effcfts of night frofts are always fcverely felt,; 

The land ridge is a- vaft chain of mountains running eaftward,^ 

from theHaldefieM in Tomea Lapmark to Peletowaddi in Kemi^ 

forming a boundary between Sweden and Norway, and between' 

the pariihes Bnara and Soetankyla ; and after ftretching farther to* 

the fouth-eaft, it proceeds ibuthward through Kemi to Wiife- 

wana, by the church- of Kuuiamo^ to Sarwitaiilal, and hence ex- 1 

tending to Kojuretapal, it coniHtutes the boundary between the: 

pariihes of Paldamo, Sotkamo, and Ruflia. 

^ See Kirwan*» Etements of Mineralogy , toL u p. 34S. By Lionstis it was firft 
called muriafaxi tx micajpat^ jue^ and thus oharacterifed : Conjiat faxo aggre^ 
gato ex fpato fiava et mtc& deliquefcente fub dio verfus meridiem. And in the later 
editions it was termed^ faxum fatifeensi and'defcribed in this manner: fpaiojum 
micaceumjuifalfumfatifcens. 

Places 
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Places' Ijing under the fame latitudes, or where the days ami 
nights at the foMliccs arc of the fame length, are &id tn general 
to bare the fame cUmates. With regard to the geogcaphicaldi* 
mate of Uleaborg, it cbrrcfponds with that of Kemi in Ruflia,; 
of Gorododc and Kuoovatfkai in Siberia, of Cape Tjfi^iukotiko^ 
Nos, towards the Frozen Sea, of St. Jameses in North America, of 
the fouthcnt eape of Greenland, of Skalholt in Iceland, and Dran* 
thcim in Noarway. 

By the phyfical climate is meant the chi&rence of c»ld aoEid' 
heat, and the condition of the weather in difibcnt places at the 
fame feafbns. The principal and moft general caufes of the di«* 
veriity of phyiical diniate, are the longer or fbofter conkinuaiicc 
of the iSan above the horrzoo, and the perpeodicitlari^ or obli- 
qiilty of his. rays; befidcs this^ the ftate of the wtiao^httCr whidt 
furroundftdic earth to the height of ten SwdKfli (or WGaukfr feventy 
Englifh) nxtles^ and whkh accordingly^ as it is more or Icfr charged 
^Ith Ts^urs,. isitcreepts and. di^^erier mom or lefi of tbe fun* 
beams in their dcicent to die earth. The cEnrate is alfb nK^TrBed 
by the fituation of places on hills or fdoins, near the fca or on conr* 
tioeats. The mild winteiBs m England are owing to the warnif^ 
nefs of the fur? ounding #cean, while Switzedaisdir ly mg &c degrees 
farther to the ibaUv4»p^iences a much greater degree of coU^ en 
account of its topographical fkisation. 

The fbuth and fouth fonth-weft winds blowing towardis JJitSt- 
fcorg, alon^ Jtjbre gulf of Bothnia, are for the moft part warm after 
Qfildfummer tiil autumn; but .before midfummer, as long as the 
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jjpilfb &ozen overt they are always cold. The extraordinary de« 
gree of cold that prevatb at Uleaborg is in a great meafure owing 
to the Tail: fore& and dcierts, which retain a great portion of ice 
CTon in iiimQier; In proportion to the progress of agriculture, 
as water and wood are cleared away from the iurface, which pre« 
vent the fun from warming the earth, it may be ezpeded that 
die dimate of this place will become more mikl and gentle. 

From a compariibn of obfcrvations made at Stockholm and 
Uleaborg, it appears that the heat of th^ thermometer of Gcl^ 
iius, at a mean het^it at Stockholm throughout the whole year^^ 
38 ncarlf 6^ above o^ whereas at Uldlborg it generally ilands at 
1^ 2-lotha bebw the fieezmg point; of courie the climate of 
Ul^iborg di&ss by 7^ S^lothsL During a (pace of twenty years 
the mercury at Stockholm fell ieven hundred and nine times to 
15. degrees^ anfi once a& far as 40 degrees' belo^ the freezing point. 

At Uleaborg there are two months more of winter than at 
Stockhohn^ and one third lefs of fpring. The autumn is of nearly 
the fame duration in both places. As to the compar^tiTe length 
of the autumn, this* depends not only on the lingering courie of 
the fun in the autumnal folftice, but more on the ibuth. and 
ibuth-weft. winds which prevail in the months of Augufb, Sep* 
tember, Oftober, and part of November. Thole winds which 
come from the gulf of Bothnia are warmed by the water, which 
preierves a greater degree of heat than the atmofphere. But on 
the contrary, in the winter fe^n, when the- fea is frozen, the 
winds which blow from the fame quarter, are cold and difagrec- 

able. 
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able, as are thofe alfb of the weft and north*weft. The eaft and 
north-eaft winds are in general warm in ipring, becaufe thoft 
yinds, after eroding the White Sea, tnivcrfc more than thirty 
Swediih miles of land, covered with woods aiid morafles, warmed 
by the influence of the &n and of vegetation. But in the aii* 
turan the fame winds^ after the marihes are frozen, are very cold. 

The frofts of the night dudng the dimmer c(»ne on towards 
the end of Auguft, and ibmetimes even in July, as the froft in 
^795, which was very ieverc on the 25 A of July, and Ipoiled 
all the legumens and the more delicate ci:dinary vegetables. 

Notwithftanding ihe coldneis of the clinaate the animals thrive 
very well, and vegetation b more rapid here than in any other 
place. There are inftances of grain having been fbwn and reaped' 
in the fpace of fix weeks. The prinoipal caufe of this pheno- 
menon is the £ne nights> or rather the continual prefencc of the 
&n. 

Mr. Julin, whofe name I ihall have occaiion to mention in the 
following pages, communicated to me ibme interefting obier- 
A:ations on the climate of Uleaborg, which I tMnk will not be 
deemed unworthy of a place at the end of this chapter. 



Some 
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Some genercd Signs of Sprittg and Summer at Uleahorg, according U 
tvoentyrfour years Obfervation, by J. Juiin. 



About 
March 5. 

April i. 
April 25. 



The melting ice and fnow begin to trickle from tbe roo6 ^jAie 

The fnow-bunting (emberiza nivalis, Lin.) appears. 

The wild geefe and the birds of the bkes arrive. 

The papilio urticx (Lin.) makes its appe^urance. 

The brk (alanda urvcnfis, Lin.) lings* 

The $elds are bs0re> i. e. free from /now. 

The white wagtail (motacilla alba, Lin.) |(hews itS^ 

The wheat ear, or white tail (inotaciUa 9enanthe» Jtin.) 

Hie rivers open, and the ice nielted. 

A beginning may be made of planting in the kitchen gardens. 

The martin (hinmdo urbica, Lin*) comes^ 

The cucko^ (cuculus canorus, Lm.) calls. 

The fprkig com is o^t. 

Marfh marigold (caldia pahifiifis, Lin.) flowers. 

Trees, for inftance the birch, (betula aiba) put forth &eir leaves. 

Summer's warmth, of i a degrees ^bove o. 

Night frofts begin. 

Harveft begins. Winter rye (fecalo) is Town. 

The birch (betula alba) fheds its leaves. 

The ice bears ; the ground is covered with (how. 

gi!:ni;ral remarks. 

* I . The Winter begins in 04aobcr, and lafts foil feven months, or tifl the end of 
April. The Spring is fhort, and is over with tjie month of May. The SuotfMSR 
commences in June, and continues ^iree months. Autumn takes its beginning 
with September, and only extond^s to Uie end of that jxionth* 

a. The greateft cold in winter is i|i January, and the greateft heat in fqmmer 
commonly towards the end of Jidy. 

3. The MIDDLE TEMPERATpRE for .the wbxAt year, if we except the periods wheiji 
the feafons exert their particular influence, is abput the freezing po^nt of the ther- 
mometer, or, in Q^tr ^ords, qonftant winter. 

4. The ni^t frpAs are fqpietimes pretty fharp, efpecially from abput the ipth tp 
the aoth of Aliguft* July ^th, 1 785, feveral things in the kitchen gardens were bit 
by the froft, for example the potatoes (folonum tuberofum) and the bq^ns (phafeolus). 

5. However Apft^e fumn>er may be in this part of the j^rorld, the grafs 9^4 
corn never^le& grow Efficiently ripe. There have been inibmcQs that the corn 
was Town and brought in quite ripcin the fpace.Qf iort^rtieo.days. 

Vol. L Mm Extra^ 



Mat 5. . ^ . 

Mat 15— ao. - 
Mat 25. - - 

Mat 30. - - 

June 12. - - 
August 10. - 
August ao. - 
September 25. 
November 20. 
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' Exiradifrom a Meteorological Journal kept at Uleaborg, under 
65'' l' 30" North Latitude, by J. Julin. 

'degrees of Celsius's thermometer. 
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Middle 


Middle 


Middle 
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Heat.t 


Cold. — 
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inches in the year ; which is 
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upon an average thus calcu- 
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lated for the four seasons, viz. 

For Winter 6 deg. min. 
Spring 2 
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Summer 5 I 
Autumn 5 
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four teasont is, according to a 
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mean proportion of twelve 
years, as follows : 
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Spring 6 deg. warm f 
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N. B. The sign (f) stgni"- 
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B&s warmth, or that the ther- 
mometer is above the freez- 
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or that the thermometer i& 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Stay at Uleaborg prfxtraded longer than was intended; Reafom af^ 
Jignedfor it-^InUre/iing Individuals mentioned — Curious Experi- 
ments with Animal Magneti/m : RefleSHans on the extraordinary 
Phenomena produced by it — Advantages attendittg a Refidence in 
fmaU Country Tmms^-Ho/^tality at Uleaborg — Sfnrit of Society 
at that Place — Singular Mode of JhefS)ing Regard and Priendfhip 
for a Stranger* 

IT was our firii: intention to remain at Uleaborg o4ly five jia}^ 
and by avuling ourfelvesi whilft the ieaibn.pernutted^ qif the 
uie of the fledge, to.pufli our travels with the utmoi): ezpediticm 
as far northward as poffiUe, fb as to return in fummer, that we 
might thus have iiirveyed the country in both ieafbns, and wit« 
neffed the interefling procefs and ftrange fpe^lacle of an almoft 
momentary tranfition from winter to fummer« We, might have 
beheld the whole ^r&ce of the ground covwed with ice and 
fnow; have travelled with the rein-dder and roving Laplander; 
and in the fpace of two weeks have obierved the ice melt* the 
fnow vaniih, the Laplander retire into his mountains, leaves an4 
flowers ipring. up, and the whole fyfbem of vegetaticb difplay it: 
ielf in all Its beauty. This piAure, which we jpliihedfo highlj^ 

Mm 2 ; i .^ ^Jf 
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by anticipation, and which was fo flattering to a lively imaginn* 
tion, yielded to the attradions of Uleaborg, which promifed us 
pleafures and refources of a different defcription. The polite at* 
tention of Baron Silfverkidrtt, trf OoVcmot Carpalan, and the ac- 
quaintance we made of feveral other interefting charaders, and 
thfe^kafihg actidetit 6f fiti^iig httt tV(f6 gentlemen amateurs of 
fhufic, who^ with ftiy Gdrrip^ion and myielf^ eduM ejcocnte a 
^kartith, inhdt us foil-get Out ^latii 0XtA cobVert ottr five dftjs fiay 
iA£o ttiat t)f a couple of fiidmbs. It bcritag near the middle of 
April, thfe ftafon was to^ f^ advilAted ; the ict brgati to walle, 
hnd bfe its ftrength> ahd tht ttvtrS became every day lefi &fe. 
We ihould have run the riik of being detained in i dtiert coun- 
try during the period of thaw, after which we muft have allowed 
A Ifekift fa W«ek til! the earth had t«oovered its folidky, and the 
Iharftiy grouiids hkd betortie dry. The attraAive fccne of the 
Change of ieafons tve might view at Uleabotg with nearly th« 
fafnfc iEidvantage ; fend aa to the phehoihena rf winter, wc had jd* 
rtady ften fo much of then* ott OOr joUrticy from Stodkholm, that 
tour ctiri'ofity was nearly gratified. In fhort, wc found our fitua* 
tiokl at Uteaborg fo agreeable^ tfaAt we were at no hxfs to difcover 
iieafohs for adapting our plan to our liking, or for jufli%ihg ou:^ 
tDndu<^ in our own eyts. 

I found at Ule&borg that I might carry tmk courife of ftvdy ia« 
bodcr^wy to the natival hiftory of Ls^^lahd. Ati cfltceUent op^ 
ptoftonity for thia purfoit was afforded by Mr. Julin, apothecary 
it Vhdkfol!^, who, befaSes a good colledion of objects in every 

ciafs 
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ckfi of the natural hiftory of Lapland and Finland, was pofieiled 
of coniiderable knowledge on this fnt^e^, and at the fame time 
took great pleafure in communicating information to thofe who * 
were defirous of becoming acquainted with this branch of fcience. 
He was well provided with books, had an cle<ftrical apparatus, and 
amofed himielf by making experiments in di^rent departments 
of natural jAxilofophy. 

The Baron Silfverkielm was a very amiable man, who ha4~ 
paiSed a great part of his life near the perfon of King Gyflavus, 
had travelled, and feeii much of the world. He was an qxcellent 
mechanic, amuied him&lf with diemifby, pofleiTed an admirable 
Engliih electrical machine, made experiments, ax^ was fond of 
reading and the iludy of belles-lettres. He vras a man of no ce-- 
temony, and (which will not be believed by every one) a moft 
famous magnetifer> and one of the greateft proficients among the 
^ifciples of Mefmer. I have ieen. the Baron give proofs of his 
Ikill in animal magnetifm, which, I confeis, ibook my incredulity 
a little, both in refpe^ to the efficacy of .hi&^rinciples, and th? 
exigence of the magnetic fluid, or whatever elie it may be called^ 
which is fuppoied to operate upon individuals. The effeds if 
produces cannot eafily be attributed to ordinary candea, nor fup* 
|>orted by reaibns derived from the known laws of nature. AIv\ . ^ ;i, ^ 
though he was qnable to afife<$ m« with his magnetical powers> ^ /, / ' «^ . "- 
yet he wrought upon parens whole probi^ and good £uth I axa\ u^.^^ fi/' ^m j.; 
not at liberty in any degree to queftion. He repeated to me ex-/ 
periments he had made in different places, on difierent ix^dividualsi 

and 
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and in difFereat circam^iances ; and I find myfelf fatisfkd as to 
the exiftcnce of fame witural caufe or principle which bas^ ht|hejta 
remained unknowa: it is wra(>t up in ohfQutiity^ ^d.i% as^^,yf\ 
inexplicable to the underftanding. I 9Jn very, far £rotti: atten>pt^ 
ing> after the Baron^s e^tpple, to QLCcpuntior it; thonsif^ I ^^^^ 
that a iblution of this problcin ro^y be refrrvcd for agcriod of 
higher improvement in the knowledge of nature, the ftudy o^ 
which has been fo fuocefsfuUy purfised, and fo. rapidly a4v9ncQd« 
in the courfe of the preicnt centuiy. I faw my fbUow traveUer, 
as incrcduloasr as myfelf, fall mto a profound. 4eep by ^^ mer^ 
inotlcHi of the magnetifera fingers ; I heard bim.fpeak in hjs 
ficep, and reply to whatever queftions I propofdd. to him ;. I faw 
him again awake by the ilmple motion, of the mag^Qtifer*^ fin^2r$, 
while! was durable to roufc him from his ibmnoleacy,.thpug|^ I 
brought fire clo& to bis hand> aa Gxpciiinent to which be was as 
infenfible as a dead body* : He awoke, after ileeping from five to 
fix hours, remembering nothing of what he had iaid^ denying 
obftinatcly that be had been afkep* and yielding wit^ difficulty 
at laft to the authority of his w^tchi and the tcftiipooy of ^1} 
thofe who had witneiTed the circumilance. I might mention, a 
number of fads relative to this fub|c<9« by which I jQiould be at^e 
to provci that in thefe trials there qpuld be neither .copnivaope 
nor impoflure, nor previous arrangement ; but this dodrine fHll ) 
lies too nouch under fu4>icion for me to dwell any longer upon ijt^ !> 
I fhdl only add, that two £ngli(h travel]»s, better informed, andp 
if poiiible, greater infidels than myfelf refpeding ^efmerifh^^ 

happening 
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happening to pafs by Ulcaborg at the fame tim6, flopped a day, 
that they might obiervc fbme of the magnetical performances. 
From previous concert one of them was to affumc the appearance 
of being afFedcd ; but at the moment when the magnetifcr (hould 
ieem confident that his art had taken eSc&y he who was to feign 
himfelf afleep, at a fign given him by the other, was to awake 
in furprize, and thus diiappoint the credulity of the operator and 
his audience. The experiments accordingly began : one of them 
was unfuiceptible of the magnetic impreffion, the other was ac- 
tually affeAed, and his companion might make what iigns he 
pleafed ; he was deaf, incapable of underilanding any thing, and 
in fuch a languid and lethargic date, that every aA of volition 
was entirely iufpended. The two gentlemen wilt probably give 
fomc account of their travels, and pofiibly confirm the truth of 
my relation of theie almoft incredible experiments. 

It is to be regretted, that the mefmerians in general have their 
minds fo heated by the extraordinary^ I had almoft fitid fupcma* 
tural, afped of thofe phenomena, tbat they fiiffer themielves to 
be fo hurried away by the imagination, as to mount to the ikies 
in order to find the phyfical caufe of thofe efFeds among the 
clouds, ihftead of confiildng and inveiligating nature in the prac- 
tice of frequent exp^sriments, and with tbat fobriety of mind 
which ought to be the faithfiil guide of philofophy in all her en« 
quines into the caufes of things. The imagination, fafcinated ) , ^ .< 
and enflavcd by the charm of ibmcthing preternatural, trie5> \ .w » W ^ 
while bewildered with confufed conceptions, to divine the meaning, / 

the 
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the purpc^e, and the end of cbjeds ; and while it rambks about 
in the obicure isuid botmdleis regions of conjeduxe, the true ipirtt 
of enquiry lofes die thread of its obiervations and of its analyfis, 
and bounding from one imperfeft impreffion to another, h inca- 
pable of flopping to obierve, compare and judge : this was the 
infirmity of the good Baron* He fancied to himfe}f^ that the 
foul of the peribn aileep was traniported to regions of which the 
human mind^ in conjun6lion with the body, can form no idea. He 
wei^ into particulars ilill more ridiculoQS, and afferted, for inftance^ 
that there all the fouls were drefled in white, andthait they enjoyed 
in that fcene cff delights fuch agreeable fonfations as furpa^ all con- 
ception. He believed, that in that ftate of fieep they foreftw future 
events ; and that their fouls being exalted to a higher fyhact of 
perception, they could foe OMuy things that are invififaie to the 
(^material organs of our imperfod viiion. it^bead of iatenaogating 
the fleeper as to the nature of his feelings dnriog his torpor ; In- 
ftead of trying to found the condition of his [diyiical &cukies, 
or queftioning liim m to intelligible objeds, his queries were al* 
Ways concerning the white Yobes, the paradifo, and thofo etyiian 
fields where, according to bis theory, the fouls are in the tuition 
of every fpecies of plcafure, ever perfeiftly at cafe, and dothed in 
their rohe de chamhre. He was deiif ous to receive intelligence 
ffom his anceftors, his great ^grandfather, or his late father ; and ( 
they very kindly, in general, fent him their compltments by the \ 
mouths of thofc couriers in white jad^ets. ^^ 

-From the manner in which I have ilated my lemarks, the 
•. , |. i r. ; J^cadcr 
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reader will be able to judge of the light in which I viewed this 
fubjcft. Having fucceeded in our reiearches concerning the elec- 
trical fluids and what is called gahani/my I think it not impoffible 
but we may diicover fome other fluid, or material fubftance, 
which (hail have its particular laws, relations and affinities. I am 
« of opinion^ that in animal magnetifm we meet with appearances 
which cannot be traced to the imagination as their caufe, nor in- 
deed td any caufe known or ftated by the enemies of this dodrinc. 
The.Fcench. academicians themfelves, in their report on animal 
magnetifm, ihew, perhaps, that they beftowed upon it neither the 
time nor the. candour and impartiality which a fubjed fo difficult, 
and fb much ^entan^cd in the ffroffefk prejudices, had a right to 
obtain from them, * Upon the whole, I conclude that we are fiill 
entirely in the dark as to this unknown caufe, which, though we 
cannot as yet aifign to it any name or determinate qualification, 
is not cm that account lefi poffible. 

^ The proficiency of the Baron in the magnetieal fcience has^iot 
met with very great fuccefs in making profelytes at Uleaborg : 
for though this country is removed from the centre of intelledual 
improiv^enficnt, yet the diffoilon of knowledge has been fo univer- 
fal, in the -courfe of the ei^toenth century, that its &kitary eSeA% 
have ^been felt even here, and men's minds are flifficiently en- 1 
lightened to be upon their guard againfl the iUufions of impofhire. \ 
Befuies, the Baron is alone; he is deftitute of that co-operation 
which, by working on the fentiments of others, in all times and 
places, by continually urging and prefiing upon them a fubjed 
Voj-. L Nn which 
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which they at firll arc wnwillirig to believe, renders it familiar to 

their thoughts, and in the end conunands. the belief ^f the crc* 

dulotis. The whole aggregate of fociety \9 made i^ of wife mea 

and fools. The wife m(;n proudly rejed; a do^ftrine which* cannot 

fumifh reaibns for pretended fads ; a dodrine, the reallfy of whicb 

can be referred to no knowa caufe, and feniible to what a pitch. 

ef refinement impofturc may be carried, they are prone to doubt 

every thing,, and arc for ever afraid of being duped. The half^ 

wife are in many cafes more' feeptical than even the wife ; 

^ a little knowledge b a dangerous thing :** they wiU never talk or 

reafbn on their belief: it is a maxim wkb diem to bdieve as Httle 

as poffible, and thus^ they fet afide £nm Icnty wimt tbe fermer 

AHapproved iirom depth 6£ imderflanding. The fbob, however^ 

itfe adoally the moft dangerout to all founders of new doArine^ 

fuch as we have had under our coniideration: they fondly embrace 

whatever addrefles itfelf more to. the inaagination th«i to the powers- 

of reafon ; they have a greater relifh for what is fopematural than 

for what is philofophical : but ihoiild they tdfie it inte their headf 

io aforibe the phenomena that refult from the experiments before 

them, to the agency of the tievHy the naturalifl;, whether he be A 

magnetifer or philofopher, will be judged worthy of daomation,. 

and pais aU the reft of his life for a ma^ciaa. It is probaUe the 

Baron Sil(verkielm was not diipkafed at the anival of a number 

of ihangcr5> who fumifhed him with a pretext for reviving his doc* 

trines, as well as for repeating his experiments on difl^nt inha« 

bitants, who, but to oblige us, virould not have Submitted to hk 

difcipline. 
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In proTincial towns there arc a nnmber of circumilances In the 
tramllerfl &Yomr, which afford him ample compensation for the 
privation he fuffers in refped of thoie amufements fo common ia 
the capital* Hoipitality exiils there in a much greater degree ; 
the ilranger is treated as a peribn of the firil diftindion ; every 
body b dcfiroos of Ihewing attention to him, partly from YBnlty, 
vo doobt, and partly to fill their own time by an agreeable vamtyw 
The dieapnefi of prcmiions doubles the traveller a pecuniaiy re- 
sources, infiimuch, that he is in a condition to play the firft part 
with the iame means that would be neceflary to his aAing the 
laft in a ^at metropolis: in ffaort, every thing is at his^ifpofal, 
every thing beads befi>re him; and hia partiality ^ himMf> ag 
well as hisnatmai fentimentsy wiU iaftuence him tO{>rdbr an eafy 
and peaceful lile^ ia thebofomof afi»aUdirde» to thcaoi^plea-i 
fufes and diffipatioQ of large ibcieties. 

The tafie for ibcial entertaiaoaent at Uleaborg is not very ge-» 
neral. The mevchanta are a dkEdnd dafs of .thcmielves^ whom 
you never meet in other company : theie are the moft unfiivour-^ 
able to firiendih)r inteacourie, and id£> the leait informed. The 
peribm who compo/c the uiiial ibctety (^ the place, are ^Kh as 
are in the employment <^ government, ftom the governor down 
to the judges of the tribunal. The governors of provinces, in 
Sweden, are inflru^ted to invite and entertain at their houies ali 
{bangers of any diftinfUon. General Carpelaii not only obeys his 
inftrudionsy but adds 'to the offices of politenefs and h<^itality 
the moil; flattering marks of perfonal friendlhip, inibmuch, diat 

N n 2 he 
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he offered to accommodate us with lodgings at his own houie.. 
We chofe, however^ to remam at the houfe of a merchant named 
Feldman^ who did every thing in his power to oblige us, and 
under whofe roof we found all that could, contribute to render our 
leiidence agreeable*. 

The manners of the Uleaborg fbciety have a great refemblance 
to thofe ofthecapttaL The people have the fame inclination t» 
play^. and are fond ef pompous entertainments, and of fMmaiity. 
As the ibanger is always the principal perfba in company, they 
arc at pains to oonfult his. tafte, and do every thtng they fancy wili 
be mofl: agroeaUe to him*. The young ladies are exceedingly 
pleafed to b« introduced to fhang^x^ and ikady to profit as much 
as they can, in a becoming manner^.by their viitts amoi^ them; 
When you have been invited to iup at a gentkman^s houie, it is 
a cuftom (which I cannot &y is extremely ^cious), as fbon as 
the entertainment iaover* for all the ladies, young and old, who 
.wiCh to teftify the pleaiUre they have enjoyed in your com|>anyi 
to give you a flap with the hand upon your, back when you leaft* 
ezped it; and.it is eikblifhed as a rule, that the more forcibly 
the hand is applied, the mote emphatic is the lady's deelaratioit 
in your favour*. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Stay at Ukdhorg cantiuued — Ckeapni/s cf Lruing^^Prepidices about 

fome Articles if Eathtg'-^Bright Nights— ^Sport of Shooting^^ 

CJufe if tht-Titrao Ur^gaiius-^Mufital Party ^ andConcerts per^ 

formed by thsjbsthor and Jime fellow Travellers-^-^Impreffiim made- 

by the Fewer ofMufic upm the SenfibUtty ofthrfe that heard it-^ 

Turn of the Fiidanders for Mufic and Poetry — The Rsina, an An^ 

aettt Piece ofMs^cin that Cintntry — The Harpu, a mufical In^ 

^rumctU — State if Mu^t in Finland. 

^^URvitfiideoce at Ukaborg^ will ever be pleafinjgito our recol*^ 
y^ ledion. Removed from^ the world, far from. the liftleiTnefs 
ef diiHpatioo, out of. the reach. of ceremonioas vifits^ our time v^as 
devoted to ftudy, to the.chaie^.or to the pradice of mufic. Oup 
hc^Ufs was labouring from, moming to night to iup^ily us witha 
plentiful table> and; to* n^ake our fituation^ comfortable in*every; 
other refpedl. She killed calves^ pigs and oxen, exprefsly on our 
account. The mod precious ipoils of the fea and rivers were 
procured. for us, and purchafed. without regard to oeconomy ; and 
the reader will probably learn with ibme aftoniihment, that for this 
fich and luxurious diet we paid for ourfelves (two peribns) and a 

fervant^. 
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fervant, lodging, breakfafl^ dinner^ tea, cofiee, and fiipper included^ 
not quite two guineas a week. 

Our fervant cooked our viftuals in the Italian faihion, and the 
people of the houfe were not a little fuxprifed at our manner of 
dining. Our good hoftefs was quite uneafy to fee us dine every 
day on foupe & boutUie, and it was not in our power to perfuade her 
that we did it from choice^ and not becauie fhe had not a greater 
variety of good things to iet before us. She endeavoured to vary 
our meals with difiercnt ibups every day ; one day with a milk 
jbup, another with a ibup of iago and raiiins^ another with a fbup 
.of wine and milk^ another with a foup of barley ot rice without 
meat. A difficult and important di^tc aiole between her and 
our fervant on the following iubjed;: ihe would by no means 
iufTer the brains and liver of a calf or pig to be drefled; every 
creature in the houfe was fhocked at the very idea of iL They 
are always ufed to give the liver and brains of all animals what- 
ever to the hogs, or throw them on the dunghilL We pa&d un* 
avoidably for cannibals, or anthropopha^ ; and iuch is the force of 
prejudice^ that having preil^d a p«rfbn to tafte die brains or liver^ 
he would not fwallow it, but fpit it out after be had tafled 
it. Our attempts to convinoe them of their cnQ€, and ta 
ihew them the rationafity of our ci^om^ proved utterly firuitle&. 
They were likewife fcandaiized at our eating finaU lurds^ iuch as 
larks, fiiipes, thrufhes, upon all of which we £tt a ^reat value. In 
thofe northern regions thefe birds enjoy a flate of unmolefted peace 
iand fecurity : they not only were £o us delicious faie^ but afforded 

us 
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us the moft agreeable fport in (hooting them : it is a diverfion^ 
liowever^ but of fhort durationi lafling only from the middle of 
May to the middle of June. 

'Hiis is a period when a moft fiirprifing change takes place in 
this country. All nature feems to awake almoft at once. That 
£)litude, that £knce, that lethargy of creation, gives place to uni* 
verfal and unceaiing motion. The birds ieem to arrive from all 
quarters of the cztth, and people the woods, the fields, the fens 
and marihesj which re-echo their melody all around. The nights, 
equally fine and clear as the day, enabled us to prolong the plea* 
iures of the chafe. We ufed to dine, have our party at mufic, 
fup, and at ten o'clock in the evening fet out, and continue our 
fports in the fields till about two o'clock in the morning. The 
light of the night was even nfw>re friendly to our purfuit than that 
of the day. The folar rays did not make the fame ftirong impref* 
fion on our eyes, and (till we had light enough for the purpofe of 
(hooting. The birds in the courfe of the night were much more 
quiet, the wild ducks flocked from the fca on. their way to the 
lakes and rivers, and ibmetimes pafifed diredly over our heads. 
The rivers and lakes, as well as the marfhy ground in their vici- 
nity, fwarmed with ducks and fnipcs of all defcriptions. Our 
pleaiure as fportfinen was not greater than what we enjoyed as 
naturalifts, fix)m the great variety of different i{>ecie5 to which the 
inhabitants of Italy are total ftrangcrs. 

. The chafe of the bird, which Linnatus calls teirao urogallu*, 
was pcrfcdlly new to me. This bird is of the fiae of a turkey, 

and 
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and frequents woods of fir trees. Towards the beginning of June 
he fings in the night, perched on a branch, or the fummit of a 
tree. He has fuch extreme fagacity and cunning, that it is almoft 
impoffible to get near him, except in the moment of his finging : 
then he has a convulilve motion in his head and eyes, which pre- 
Tents his feeing or hearing any thing. His chant or fong continues 
nearly a minute each time. The fpoftfman, during this (hort in- 
terval, moves on ^s faft as he can to come within fight of him, 
and the inftant the bird has done fmging he ilips behind a tree, 
where he muft not ftif nor even fo much as breathe, left he (hould 
be perceived. In this manner he continues moving forward till he 
gets to a proper diftance for firing at him. It is ufual in this 
chafe to fix upon ibme fpot in the wood as a place of rendezvous 
for the party ; and there a large fire- is kindled, the fmoke of 
which may be ieen at a diftance. Some perlbn is always left to* 
take c^re of the fire, left it ftiould extend too far, and his employ- 
ment is to -prevent its communicating with the neighbouring trees. 
Upon thefe occafions I had an opportunity of obferving how eafy 
it is to fet a whole wood on fire. In the woods there is a fpccies 
of dry -mofs, which is a moft dangerous condu4^or ; and if the 
people ^LK not CKtren:>ely <:areful in elearing it away all round the 
fire, it will fpread a conflagration to the dift^ce of a mile in a 
very fhort time. The fportfmen, who frequently make fires in 
the woods for fome particular purpofe, muft be reckoned among 
the caufes of thofe great conflagrations in Sweden and Finland, 
uhich we mentioned in a former part of this work. 

This 
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This fpecies of iport had not the fame attradlon for me as the 
ihooting of other birds ; we were obliged to pafs the whole night 
in the woods ; to liilen to the iinging of the bird with the invidi- 
ous ear of a fpy, to fkulk and fuppre(s our very breath, in order 
the better to catch the found of his voice ; and when at laft we 
heard him, it was neceflary we Ihould employ all the craft and 
artifice of a traitor, take advantage even of the fentimcnt of love 
in this poor creature, and all this for the bafe purpofe of killing 
him by furpriie. In the chaie, as in every thing elfe, I love plain 
dealing; I love to make the birds fly before me, to purfue them, 
and to declare war before I fire upon them. One iingle bird killed 
upon the wing is worth ten affaffinated on the branch of a tree. 

What contributed ilill more to attach us to our reiidence at 
Uleaborg was, as I have before intimated, the^ accident of our 
meeting here two gentlemen lovers of muiic, one of whom played 
the violoncello^ the other the alto. Thus, with the affiflance "of 
Mr. Skioldebrandv my travelling companion, who played the 
violin, and myielf who played the clarinet, we were in condition 
to perform a quartetto tolerably well. A quartetto at Uleaborg 
was a phenomenon no lefs out of the ordinary courfe of things, 
tbem the appearance of the mod aftoniihing meteor. There were 
not ten perfons in the town who bad ever heard muiic in four 
parts ; nor probably from its foundation to the day of our arrival, 
had a quartetto been ever executed within its bounds. The reader 
will eafily conceive the pleafure we derived from the flmplicity of 
thofe good people^ who looked up. to us. as the gods of muiic> 
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as well as the iatisfadion we enjojed from a iympathy with their 
feelings. 

Uleaborg, during the time of our ftay, had a concert every 
evening, open to every one that chofe to attend. Our audience 
increafed in number to iucfa a degree^ that we were obhged to 
hire an apartment larger than any room inotir houie ; and our 
quartetto was conll^uitly honoured by a numerous cirde of Jadies, 
and almoil all the gentlemen of the town; , It is impoffible for 
me to convey an adequate idea of the impreifion our muiic made 
upoii our hearers. In order to make a trial of their feaiibility^ and 
the effcA of muiic on their paffions, we composed on purpofe a 
few pieces of an eafy harmony^ the movonent of whole modula^^ 
tions was natural and intelligible even to peribns unaccuftomed to 
the artificial refinemoits of mufic. We ftudied to akemate- the 
movements of grand effc&, pafling from the highoft firte to the 
lowc&fiano, and vice ver/a, by tranfitions of iiirpiiib. We pre- 
fently faw the tears trickle fiom the eyes of our feeling aiidience* 
As we realized the fabulous times of Greece, our IpeAators pic* 
fented a moft interefting pi Aure, worthy of the pencil of the moft 
celebrated painter. The eyes of all our hearers were turned upcm 
us ; ibme feemed to follow with every feature of the face the 
movements of the melody : we could read in the f^yfiognomy of 
the Finlanders the charader of the muiic we had plsiyed ; every 
look became ferious at forced and ii:rong modulations, while fbft 
and melodious pafiages feemed to difperfe the cloud, and their 
countenances refumed their tranquillity. It was citrious to obferro 
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the difTerent dScdU produced by the mtiiic on peifons of different 
conftitutions. One, for example, remained during the whole of 
^fonata fixed and fteadfaft, his mouth open, his eyes daring, 
without moving his eye-*lids, and apparently ibruck with a ftufHd 
aftdnifliment : another, on the contrary, fccmcd td ibllow ^ery 
ftep of the melody with his whole body, and appeared to iuffer a 
ibrt of muiical convaUion : hut the moment we began to play 
their runa every eye was drowned in tears, and the. emotion was 
general. 

The. rana is a. piece of the moft ancient melody of Finland, 
which is flill retained by this people, and fnited to their national 
inftffument called the karpUj probably the original of oar harpi or 
a copy of the ancient cithara of the Greeks. 

The inhabitants of Finland have certainly a very feniifcive turn 
both for mufic and poetry. Indeed itihould feem that theietw# 
arts go together, but the Finlanders have not made the &me pro*- 
grefs tn nyuiic as in poetry, on account of the imperfeiftion of theitr 
national inftrument, and the attachment and veneration with 
which they have prcferved it. 

The karpu confifts of five ftrings ; and here we may obfcrre the 
fifft flep in the origin of the arts. They had no idea of ^ving it 
more chords than there are fingerson the hattd. The chords we 
a, h^ c, dy € ; and c being flat, the infimment beccunes tuned in 
a minor, the favourite note of all the northern nations. The 
chords are of metal, and not, like thofe of the violin and guitar, 
fufceptible of being modulated by the fingers of the left hand. 
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The whole compafs of their muiic confiils of fire notes^ and with 
thefe five notes they play, they dance, and recite their poetry or 
verfes. It is eafy to imagine the melancholy and monotonous 
effcA of their muiic, as well as the impofliibiUty of improving it, 
until they ihall abandon this five-ftringed inilrument. But bar- 
barous and half civilized nations are no lefs fmgal of their mental 
than of their corporeal enjoyments : they can difpea& with the 
refinements of muiic as eafily as they arc reconciled to fimpiid^ 
and uniformity in their diet and mode of Ijfc. 

The introdu<Ston of the violin has operated fbme change in the 
national muiic of .that country. The extent of that inftrument 
feems to iRive rouied the genius of the Finlandci^, and the iwii^c 
they play on the violin has acquired a charader different from that 
which they perform on the harfnc I will {Mrefent my reader with 
ibme fpecimens of national mnfic in the AppendiXj where they 
will have an opportunity of feeing the nature of that ancient me* 
lody called runa, which is certainly difcriminated by a charadter 
not to be met with in any other fpecies of muiia It confifb in 
two periods, or bars of five crotchets each, which make two 
periods of eight notes : and I have divided that melody into two 
parts, in order to accommodate myfelf to the peculiarity of their 
verfe, each of which haa eight fyllables, and two of them com* 
plete the tune, as may be fecn in the Appendix^ No. L 
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CHAPTER XXL 

Influence x>fthe northern Climate upon the Manners and Habits of the 
People — Hard/hips of Truing in the North, when compared to the 
Jbuthem Countries — Occupations of the Finlanders in Winter — : 
Their Methods of catching Ft/h — {The Chafe of the Bear — Mode 
of Jhootmg the Squirrel — Dangers that attend the Chafe of the 
Seal — An In/iance mentioned of two Finlanders that were cafi 
away upon the Ice while in this Purfuit. 

4 TRAVELLER who vifits thofe countries during wintqr^ is 
^ ^ apt to imagine that inen> animals, and plants, are all con* . 
iigned to a profound fleep : nor -is it eafy (ox him to conceive 
whence the natives derive the means of their fubiiftonoe. Seas, 
rivers, lakes, are all frozen up, and ieem to ihut out the neceflary 
refource of fifhing ; the birds fly from thefe inhoipitable regions, 
and hence afFord no fuilenance ; the earth on all fides covered 
with frofl and fnow, is here converted into an inexcMrable prifbn, 
confining all her fruits ; — ^this univerfal nakednefs naturally begets 
in theflranger an expedadon of feeing everywhere poverty, want, 
and wretchednefs : but one who has refided among thefe people 
will find, that they are neither lefs awake, nor lefs active, nor worfe 
fed than the inhabitants of the South, The different fcaibns here, 
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as every where elfe, give occafion to difFerent occupations ana- 
logous to the climate, and the nature of the country. It is ne- 
celTary to have even more adivity and induftry in the northem 
diftrids than in the foutherly ones, inafmuch as the means of 
maintenance are more limited, while the wants of the natives are 
more preffing. How many things are men in want of in the 
North, that are fcarcely known in the South ? In the North fur- 
gloves, caps, fur- boots, woollen cloths lined with furs, and fnow 
(hoes; thefe are not much known to the inhabitants of the 
fouth of Europe, but are here articles of the firft neceffity. If to 
the variety of things which are required to cover the body, we 
add a greater appetite for food^ and defire for fpirituous liquors ; 
if we confider the increafcd difficulties that the women have to 
undergo in rearing their children, we fhall be ienfible how ardu- 
ous a talk, for inftance, a pcafant in the North has to perform 
in difcharging the common duties of life. Compared to him, 
the very beggars of other countries live in eafe and even luxury ; 
nof can he be put upon a par, in point of comfort, with the 
famous lazaroni of Naples, who, though ragged or rather naked, 
cafily obtain a living if they will but take a walk on the key, or 
faunter along the harbour, with no farther trouble than that of 
turning firft their faces and •then their backs to the fun. 

The inhabitants of the North, haraifed by a much greater 
number of wants, muft ncceffarily acquire a larger (hare of afti- 
Vity in order to fupply them ; and frona this circumftancc arifc a 
thoufand little diverfities of chayader, which ferve to diftinguiih 
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them^ even in their moral habits^ from the nations of the South. 
The pcafants during the winter are occupied^ not only in the la* 
borious performance of fuch bufineiles as are mofl advantageouily 
accomplifhed when the earth is covered with ice and fnow, but alfo 
in preparing for their heceflary avocations during the fummcn 
They employ themfelves in making nets, cutting wood, conftruA- 
ing cart wheels, and in tying up faggots for the fire. That of tranf- 
porting things from one place to another, is one of the principal 
occupations of the Finlandifh peaiantry in winter. They proceed 
to the foreft and cut down timber for building, and making their 
fledges, as well as for fuel and othei* purpofes : they drag over 
fields of ice and fnow fuch enormous trunks of trees, as they 
could fcarcely be able to move in fummer. 

Hunting and fifhing are alio avocations that are attended to in 
winter. Their mode of filhing is as follows : a couple of open- 
ings are made in the ice, and by means of ropes and long poles, 
they then contrive to pals their nets from one opening to the 
other : the drawing out of the nets is attended with infinite la** 
bour. They have another method of fifliing on the ice, which 
feemed to me extremely curious, at leaft the novelty of it excited 
my furprife. It is in catching fifli by a ftroke of a mallet or club. 
In autumn, when the froft begins to fet in, the filherman courfes 
along the rivers ; and when he oblervcs a fifli under the ice in 
ihallow water, he flrikes a violent blow with his wooden mallet 
perpendicularly over the fifli, fb as to break the ice. The fiilb, 
ftupified by the blow communicated to it by the water^ in a few 
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leconds rifes quite ^ddy to the furfacc, where the man ieizes it 
with an inftrument made for the purpofe. . .f% 

I have, in the prcccdinc; part of this work, defcribed the man- 
ner of hunting the feal ; I have alfo mentioned the pradlce of 
catching fifh when the water is frozen^ by means of hooks. I 
iliall now give fome account of the mode of attacking the bear. 
This is a kind of fport which requires gri^at prefencc of mind an 
intrepidity, and it muft be acknowledged that the Finlander di 
plays thpfe virtues in an eminent d^gree.> 

It is but very lately that fonic fipw individuals have begun to 
ufc fire-arms in this chafe ; but there are ftill many among the 
peaiantry, particularly in the Inland pgrt of the country, who will 
not cxpofe their life to the uncertain (hpt of a mulket, which is 
fo liable to be prevented by damp ; nor be poflcfled of an inftru- 
ment which they think too coftly, even when of a very ordinary 
quality -1 The favourite weapon of the Fii^landcr in hunting the bear, 
is an iron lance fixed at the end of a pole. At about the diftancc 
of a foot from the point of the lance is fixed a crofs-bar, which 
prevent^ the inflrument from penetrating too far into the body of 
the bear, or pafling through both fides. /When the Finlander 
has diicoVcrcd where the bear has taken up his winter quarters, 
he goes to tbe pl^e «id make s a noife at the entrance of his den^ 
by which he endeavqu^ ,i 3HK S^iife^iii^ provoke htm to quit his 
ftrong hold. The bisfct«H^fe, and iSbcms unwilling to come 
out ; but continuing to be molefted by the hunter, and perhaps 
by the barking of his dog, he at length gets up and ralhes in fury 

from 




i 



i 



To/act p.2aS.Vcl. £. 




J'V^ jc 



• ^ 



^ / ^ y////////a/ /' a//rrrAv/M r^ /j/ 



/ ;!./:n ru/-U»kd oj tke 4.-t yjrrr,'.- '*.>ljtr,/ /.( V^ . >y ./ Man-nrnn . Ecok^tTU" A'/^ P.^uii 



1 



THROUGH FTNLAND. 289 

from lus caTcm* The moment he fees the peaiknt^ he tears him- 
felf upon hie two hiod legs ready to tear him to (neces. The Fin* 
lander inftantly puts himiclf in the attitude which is leprefented 
in the annejiod pbte ; that is to fayi be brings back the iron lance 
clofe to bis breaft» concealing from the bear the length of the 
|K)le, in order that he may not have time to be upon his guard, 
and Goniequently to parry with his paws the mortal blow which 
the hunter means to aim at his vitab. The Finlander then ad- 
vances boldly towards the bear,, nor does he ftrike the blow tiH 
they are fo near each other, that the animal ftretches out his paws 
to tear hu antagonid: limb fiom limb. At that infhmt the pea- 
sant pteroei his heart with Ae lance, which, but for the crofs^bar, 
would come out at his ihouldCT; nor could he otfaerwife prevent 
Ac bear from felling upon him^ an accident which might be 
highly dangerous. By means of the crois<>bar the animal is kept 
upright, and ultimately thrown upon his back ; but what may 
ieem to ibme very extraordinary, b, the bear, feeling himielf 
woundedt inftead of attempting with his paws to pull out the 
lance, holds it fait, and prefTes it more deeply into the wound. 
When the bear, after rolling upon the fnow, ceaies from the laft 
ilruggles of death, the Finlander lays hold of him, and calls for 
the aiiiflance of his friends, ^'ho drag the carcafe to his hut ; and 
this triumph terminates in a fort of fefHval, where the poet aflifls, 
and fings the exploits of the hunter. 

The Finlanders are employed in fummer in cutting down their 
hay and com ; the laft they threfh out in winter ; they build their 
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bdab^ go a-fi(hing» firequentty a- fowling, and in tibe ipring time 
hunt the fqnirreU which they kill with a wooden arrow fliot horn 
a crofs-bow, as is reprefented in the plate. 

This figure of the bow is accurately copied from the original^ 
which my friend Mr« Julin puchafed, and brought with lum 
when he returned from his excurfkm into the interior of the giH 
vemment of Uleaborg : it has a flrong refeml^mce to thofe wifcb 
which the Dalicarlian mountaineers weic armed before the time 
of Guftavus Vafa. It is extremely heavy, and requires gmt 
ftrength to bend it, even with the affifiance of a thong which the 
Finlander carries about with him tied to his leather ginfie. Tbt 
ancient uiages, ftill preierved in the country, are an incontefkaUe 
proof of the fimplicity of the natives, and of die little knowledge 
tbey have acquired of our modem inventions. Thefe ufagea are^ 
however, worthy objeds of the traveller's attention, and are now 
the more interefting, becauie they are falling every day into ohIi« 
vion, giving place to others of recent date. 

In ihooting the iquirrel they employ, as has been intimated, a 
fixt of blunt, pointlefs arrow, that they may kill the animal with'^ 
out injuring the fkin : and what is deferving of being noticed, 
they do not take aim as we commonly do, by bringing the handk 
of the crofs bow near the eye, but fet it upon the belly; and yet 
by this method, which appears fo awkward to us, they ^dom or 
never mifs hitting the objed. The arrow is too valuable to be 
lofl: ; for the moment it falls, it is picked up for another occafion. 

But the fpecies of hunting which fets the courage andeofeerprti^ 
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of the Fmlftiider m the reiy flrangeft lights h that o( the^feaU or 
f/uu:g vkaVma of Limueus* The ieaibn of tbi» cbaie begins wh^n 
the iea breaks up, and the tec floats in ihot^^^ upon the furfa^o^ 
Four or five peaiants <will pkce theoiielves iu'tn open b^at^with 
one trifling Aaft, iet off to iea, and be more thanra month abfent 
ffom their families. Thua thej expaie themfidves to. all tibe dan^ 
gers of the high feas> have a fmaU flee: which titey ^ndkio»ia«fert 
of brick hearthj live upon the fleih-of the* feali; whid> b fxtremiilgr 
good# and bring home the fatrM4.|he ikins; The paril$:which: 
thoie voyagcTB have to ilrug^ witbaie inofodible: they are «vittjr 
ifiilant between maflfes of ice which threaten to crufli their bark 
to atoms: they get upon the floating ihoals, and, creeping along 
them, flteal cautioi^y upon the feal> and kill him as he repoies 09 
the ice. Seven years ago, two Finlaaders only iet out in a boat 
for this chafe« Having got fight of ibme ieals on a little floating 
ifland, th^ quitted thebr boat, and got upon the ice, moving on 
their hands and knees to g^t near them without being perceived. 
They had previoufly faftened their boat to the little ifland of ice 
they difcmbarked upon; but while they were bufily engaged 
in their purfuit, a guft of wind tore away their boat, when, meet- 
ing with other flioals, it was broken in pieces, and in a few 
minutes entirely diiappeared. The hunters were aware of their 
danger when it was too late : they were now left without help, 
without lefburce^ without a ray of hope, on their little floating 
ifland. They remained two weeks on this frail fragment; the 
beat which diminiflied its bulk, and alio its prominent fur- 
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fkct, rendered their iituatioti taote alarming every moment. In- 
the anguiih of hunger, the/ gnawed the fleih of their arms ; th^ 
fiiw the gulf of death opening gradually under their feet ; they 
embraced each other, determined to plunge' together into the iea, 
and put an end to their mifery, ftota which they had no propped 
of dcapiag : they had hatkd the ^ibr the laft time^ When tb«y 
di^KMwred a 6iK How great trmft have been tbeif joy{ Oiie 
ftrq>t «&* his Aart, and MpMskd k mi the muczle of their gun : 
the Ttfflbl was a whak-!^er tdbich obferved them ; and potting 
oMthwhoae, fitvad thefe two men ftotn impending deiath. 
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CHAPTER XVh 

S$mt of the Mamifrs and Cu/ioms ^tke JMbahHants of Fmiand dt- 
Jiribei^Tkeir M^dn of CaurtJU^^Oremnia atonding Mar* . 
riage-^Thi ufe of Vaponr-Bafkr amm^ the Fec^e at iarge^ and ef^ 
peciaUy among the Peafamtfy^-^ome Particulars qfthie Manner of 
hathtng-^The extraordmeay Tran/kim from Beat to CMwkiek • 
the Finlanders can endure. 

l^TOTHING could be mow carious dian to ddcribe the odd 
*^ ^ and faxiudic cuftoms of the northern nationsi and the groft 
indelicacies pmdifed among them on certain occafions r but I 
ihall confine my remarks to their marriages and their baths. The 
pea£mts of the province of Savolatt^ in Finland, have a very iin*^ 
gular mode of making love. When a yoang man feels im attach^ 
ment for a young woman> he commii&ons fbttie aged dame to 
acquaint the objeft of his love with his paffion, and at the fkmc 
time he fends her fome prefents. The otd w<mian chu&s as the 
proper moment for executing her commiffion, that> when the girl 
is preparing to go to refl. While fhe is putting off her cloaths, 
the woman takes an oppc^unity of getting into her piefence^ and 
beflowing many pmifes upon the lover. When the girl has heard 
all ihe has to fay, the dame flips fbme piefenti perhaps a handker^ 
• chief. 
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cfaief^'er ribband, or fome piece of monef^ int5 her bofbifi; If 
the gitl does not ivi^ to have any corrcfporidence with her ad* 
mirer^ (be ^ves back the prefents to the mediatrix^ who immedi- 
ately conveys the unpleafing intelligence to her emplc^er. It is. 
to be observed, however^ that this firfl: refufal of the prefents is 
not deemed a decidve proof of diilike. The lover does not yet 
defpair of foftening the heart of his miftrefs : by a repetition of 
his attempts he may ftill hope to accom|^ifli his obje^. The 
pofitive mark of an invincible difapprobation and re|e<^ion, and 
after which there is no longer any further ufe in negociatibft/or 
room for hope, is> when the young woman, inftead of givtfig the 
box containing the preient back to the ambaffiidreis with her 
knds, ihe imlooica the cinAure that keeps her 4reis clofe Co her 
waift, and lets it fall betwseen her bteaft and her fhift down to the 
ground. But if, on the contrary, fhe retains the preiEnt, then lii^ 
j^ung people coniider tbcm&lves ju engaged to each other, and 
nptbiAg but the mamage ceremony is wantnig in crdeir to confti* 
tute ^m hofband and wife. 

. On the wedding-day^ ibme peafant among their neighbours, 
with the title of ipeaker, or orator, does the honours of the feaft. 
This, orator is genemlly a peribn who is not only endowed with a 
9iatuial taknt for ipeaking, but is alio. an imprwi/ktorei ibr he » 
expeded to make extempore verfo iuitable to the occafion, or any 
incidental circumfbuices : but the moft curiouB and mtereftiog 
ceremony of all, is that which takes pbce on the day after the 
mmh^ii. .All the gu«fts being aiScmbled, as on the. day of thb 

ceremony, 
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ceremony, the new married man is obliged to dedare, whether 
or no he found his bride a virgin. If he aafwers in the affinna^' 
tive, the orator, either in verie or profe, celebrates the happinefi 
of the young couple on the preceding night, and drinks to their 
health out of a clean, well fcoured^ and bright cup. If in the 
negative, there is on the table a dirty and mean veflel, XMit of 
which be is obliged to drink. In the bottom of this ukenfil is a 
hole out of which the liquor rws# 4yid is ipilt on the ground at 
one end, whilft it is emptied by we orator at the other. He 
after this makes lome remarks, and^ives fome coun&ls of jm> rcif 
pleafing nature, to the bride. When the Mailor haa flniihed his 
harangue, in either of theie cafes, be tidies up a pair of die bride*^ 
groom's breeches, which are at band for the purpoie, .and thumps 
the bride with them luftily (but not on her head- or the upper 
part of her body), ikying, at the £ime time, *^Be fituitful, wo* 
'^ m9n, and don't fail of producing heirs to your huiband !" 

It is a genoral obiervation, and which admits of no exception, 
that in proportion as tribes or focietics.of men are rude and ilmple 
•in their manners, they are indelicate on the fubjed of that paiSon 
which unites th^. fexes. Thtit putbr cirea res vmer^as^ which Gro- 
tius.held.to be a univer&l fentiment, and charaderiftic of the hu- 
man ipecies, in Otaheite has no exiftence. There was a cuilom 
which prevailed not a century ago in ibme parts of Scotland, and 
which, according to tradition, was once general, almoii; asgro& 
as that of the Finlanders. On the day after the weddings when 
the marriage feaft was continued^ as in Finlaiud, it was cu0omary 

for 
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for tbe hMtfff(»m$ creeping on ail fours* to receive on bid buck 
a l«ge pannier full of ftones, which h« was obliged to carry until 
the bride, in token that ihe wa$ no longer a maiden, caQie and 
relieved hiro of the heavy load, by throwing tbe pannier on the 
ground. 

In one pariih in Finland (one of tbcfc pariibe^i it is to be ob- 
ferved, is eqtial in ejitent to a whole province in moft other coun- 
Criei) it is the cuftom for youn^ women to wear> fufpended at 
their girdles, the cafe or (heath of a knife, as a iign that they are 
unnuirried, and would have no obje^ion to a hulband. Whca 
A young roan becomes enamoured with any of thofe dam&Is, his 
manner of courting her is, to purcba/e, or caufe to be made, a 
Icnife intbeexaAform oftheibeadi,andto take an opportunity <^ 
fli^iing it into the iheath ilily without the ffxYs perceiving it. If 
the ^rl, on finding the knife in tbe iheath^ keep it, it is a fiivour* 
able iymptom ; if not, it is a refiiial. 

In the patifh of Kerai, before the day appointed or propofed 
for the nurriage ceremony, the young people fleep together for a 
whole week, but without quite undrefling ; and this is called, the 
week of the breeches. It w»U, no doubt, be immci^tely recolleded | 
by my readers, that this is an exaA counterpart to the bundling of ) V. , 
the Anglo-Americans. If, in coniequence of the familiarities 
that pais during the ^* week of the breeches," their love be 
flrengthened, they marry ; but if, on the other hand, their mu- 
tual affedions be leffened, the marriage does not take place. 

Another particular that -appeared very fingular among tbe cui^ 

toms 
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toms of the Fins, was their baths/ and manner of bathing. AU 
moft all the Fihnilh pcafants hare a fmall houfe built on purpofef 
for a bath : it confifts of only one fmall chamber, in the innerr 
moft part of which arc placed a number of ftones, which are 
heated by fire till tliey become red. Oh diefe ftbnes, thus heJat- 
cd, water is thrown, until the company within be involved in a 
thick cloud of vapour. In this iiinermoil'part, the chamber is 
formed into two ftories for the accommodation of ai greater num- 
ber of peribns within diat fmall compaifs ; and it being the' nature 
of heat and vapour to afcend, die i(econd ftoiy is, of coiuie, the 
botteft* Meii and women ufe the bath promifcubufly, with- 
out any edncealihent of dreis, or being in t&e leall influ^ced 
by any emotions of attachment. If, however, a ftranger c^en the 
door, and come on the bathers by fiirpriie, tiie women are not a 
little ftartled at has appearsmce ; for, befides hris perfon, he intro- 
duces along widbiiimy by opening the door, a great quantity of 
light, which difcovors at once to the view their iituation, as welt 
as forms. Without fuch an accident they remain, if not in total 
darknefs, yet in great obfcurity, as there 4s no other window be- 
iides a fmall hole, nor any light but what enters in from ikm^^ 
chink in the roof of the houfe, or the crevices betwe^in the pieces 
of wood of wluch it is conftruAed. I often amufcd my fdf with 
furpr>fing the bathers in this matmer, and I once or twice tried to 
go in and join the ai^mbly ; but the Heat was io exceffive that I 
could not breathe, and in the i^ace of a minute at moft, I verily 
believe, muft have been iuffocated. I fometimes ftepped in for 
Vol. I. Q q a moment. 
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a moment, juft to leave my thermometer in fome proper pFaee^ 
and immediately went out again> where I would remain for » 
qu£uter of aa hour, or ten minutes^ and then enter again^- and 
fetch the inftrament to afcertain the degree of heat. My ailo- 
niflimcnt was fa great that I could fcarcely believe my fenfesy 
whea I found that thofe people remain together, and amufe thenv* 
ielve^ibr the fpace of half an hour, and ibmetimes a whole hour, 
in the &me chamber, heated to the 70th or 75th degree of Cel« 
fiiis*. The thermometer, in contaift witb thofe vapours, became 
femetimes £0 hot, that I could fearccly hold if in my hands. 

The Finlanders, all the whilie they are in this hot bath, cc»»* 
tinue to rub th<mfelves, and lafli every part of dieir bodi^ with 
fwitchea finrmed of twigs of th4 birdi*tree. in tei^ minutes they 
become a$ red as laiw ttfkp axsd h«ve altogether « very frightful 
appearance^ In the winter feafen t£icy Itequcatly go^ out of the 
bath> naked as they are, to roll tbemfelves ixn^bc faow, wherr 
the cold is at 20 and even do degiees below zero.* They will 
Sometimes come out^ ftUl naked, and converfe together, or with 
any one near them» in the open air. If travellers happen to pafs^ 
by while the peafants of any hamlet, or little village, are in the 
bath, and their affiftance is needed> they will leave the bath, and 
aiiift in yoking or unyc^ing, and fetching provender for the 
horfes, or in any thing elfe, without any ibrt of covering what- 
ever, while the paiTenger fits ihivering with cold, though wrapped 
up in a good found wolfs ikki<. There is nothmg more wonder*^ 

* I rpeak always of the thermometer of a hundred degrees, by Celfius. 

ful 
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fill than 1I1C extremities which man is capal)le of enditting through 
the power of habit. 

THe Finnifh peafants pafs thus mftantaneoully from an atmo* 
Sphere of 70 degrees of iieat, to one of 30 degrees of cold, a tnut* 
fition of a hundred degrees^ which is the fame thing as gcing out 
lof boiling into freezing water ! and what is more aftoniihtng, with*- 
•out the Jeaft inconvenience ; while other pec^ afc very ieniibl^ 
affeded by a variation of but five degrees^ and iir danger of being 
afBJAcd with rheumatifm by the moi: trifling wii»l tiiat blows. 
Thoie peaiants affiare you^ that without the hot vapour baths they 
x:ould not fiifiain as they 40| diiring the' whole day, thdr various 
labours. By tbe bath, they tdl you^ their ftrength is secruited as 
much as by reft amd fleep. The heat of the vapour mollifies to 
iiich a ^degree their ikin, that the men eaffly ihave them^ves with 
wretched razors^ scad without' foap. Had Shikipeare known of a 
people who coidd thus ha^^ pletffure in fuch quick tratriitian Irom 
^xceifive heat to the levereft cold, his knowledge might have been 
£nacaiedi but his creative fancy could not have been aifiiled i-^ 

Ohl who CM hoU aiGre in his hand. 
By tlunldng-of the frofty Caucafus? 
Or wallow naked m December ihow. 
By thinking on fantafiic fummer^s heat ? ' 



Q q 2. CHAPTER 



jcQ TRAVELS 



CHAPTER XXlir. 

The naiional Poetry of Finland— Runic Verfes — Turn of the Pfn-^ 
landers for Poetry — Manner in vohich they recite their poetical 
Compofitiom — Specimens of Plnnifh Poetry-^ A funeral Elegy tni 
the Death of a Brother — An odd Tale, called the PaJdamo-Pqfiy — 
The Females particularly addiSled to the Amufement of Poetry — 
• The Jauho Runot, or Mtll Songs — A beautiful Odt, or Elegy ^ dy 
a country Girl, on the Abfence of her Lover-^LullaBy of the Fht- 
ni/H Nur/es>— Songs intended for magical Purpofes, and, ammg 
ether Virtues^ f^PP^f^d alfi to poffefs that of healing Wounds, and 
curing Difeafes^^This Superfiition prompts the Clergy to difcmirage 
the Runic Poetry in which it is clad — Probability anjhg front 

' that Cireumfiance, and others, of the Runic Poetry falling quite 
into Dijiife. 

rir^HE fun of literature caft a feeble ray upon t6c mountains 
-*• of Finland, long after it had enlightened the reft of Europe r 
this ray has been, however, preferred in the fingle univerfity of 
Abo. 

It has been frequently obferved, that letters can only be culti- 
vated in times of peace, and that the tumult and confufion of war 
are inimical to the fciences, which demand the retirement of aca*< 

demic 
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dcmic bowers, far diftant from the din of arms. Finland had been 
conftantly cxpofed to the incurfions of Its neighbours. The Finns 
were themfelvcs invaders in the beginning of the chriftian era, and 
were afterwards in their turn invaded by their neighbours, the 
Ruffians, the Swedes, and the Danes, who carried on a predatory 
war againft them, laying all wafte in their incurfiona. At length 
the Finns were at once converted and fu^ju^ated by the fword of 
Eric the ninth, king of Sweden, who having, in the year 11 $6, 
made thcmi the Servants of the chriftian religion, annexed their 
country to Sweden. From that time their (itqatioil becailie im- 
proved, and poetry, which event before that epoch had cheered 
<^ the dull abode of th^lhiveriny natives," extended its infidence^ 
and taking the lead of tetters^ was purfued by them with a dili* 
gence said fttcce&, which, every thing confidered, is vciy remark- 
able. 

The fpecies of verfe employed by them is called runic, frpm the 
ancient Gothic word runoot. It is compo&d of lines of eight 
trochees, or long and ihort iyllables^ which do not rhyme with 
corrdpondent endings, but are allitterative, or have like begin- 
nings, that is^ to fay, have two at leaft or more words which 
agree in a letter or fyUable.- To explain this kind of verie, tvc 
will give the reader a fpecimen from the only poem exifting in 
the Englifli language compofed in this allitterative ftyk, which 
is " The Vifion of Pierce Plowman," a curious monument of 
iotncient poetry, written in the fourteenth century, and printed for 
the fecond time in 1550. The poem begins thus, 

" In 
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^' In a dimmer feafon when fet was tlie fun^ 
*^ I fchope me to ihrubs, as I a iheep were, 
*^ In an liabit as an benmt unholy of works» 
^^ Went wide in this world wonders to h^ait &o 

Thus in the following poem tn the Finnlfh tongue: 

Nuco nuco juco Unto 
Wefli snreffi wefter ekL 

In die Ea^iih lines the allitterat^on of the two firft are of the 
letter S, of the third H, of the fouith W; and in the Finniih the 
letter N in the iirft^ and W m the fecond. Veries oompoied in 
rhyme were of later ioti^udion; and when they fall in naturally 
nvith the rqaic, are not scje^ed ; but dill they are not efleatial to 
the latter, and aisc therefore not fbu^t after. The repetition of 
the initial letters is very pleafknt to ears which ate accuflomed to 
it, and it is dmoteover perfedly agreeable to the genius of the Fin-- 
nifli language^ and of great afiillance to the memory. 

Runic ipoetry has been from the moft ancient times cultivated 
by the .peafants of Finland, particularly by thofe who. inhabit 
Oftro Bothnia, afid the territory of Cajanaboig. On the fea-coaib 
in the neighbourhood of Sweden^ there are few FinUmders who 
utiderfland or recite tbem^ and fewer who compofe them. The 
peafaats acquainted with this poetry prefn the oldeft ^cimens; 
and many of this clafs, unaffifted by letters, through the iimple 
^efforts of genius alonCf aided by praAice, are tiblc to compel 

runic 
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tunic veries upon a iut^ed fuited to their gonins with a wonder- 
ful facility, after the manner of the ItaUan impfwi/antr. To this 
I have heard fbme men of learnings who arc fkiUed in die Finnifli 
knguagCy bear teftimony. 

There b fcarcely any event^ public or private, which does not 
find a poet amongft the Finnilh peaiants to celebrate it. They 
condole the death of friends, rejoice with them on marriages, re* 
hearfe tale^, fatires, &c. at their public meetings, in theie runic 
veries, often extemporey and often ftudied for the oceafion, rarely 
committed to writing, and more rarely to the preis^ As to poems 
reciting the deeds of gothic heroes, and dhiibating the nK>nu- 
ments remaining of the times when they Itved, none are to be 
found after the moft diligent refearches ; nor are there any runic 
veries known of an earlier date than the reformation of Martin 
Luther. 

The manner in wUch. tbcy recite their veries in public is fin* 
gular, and laid to be derived from ancient practice. A circle is 
formed of the auditors, in the midft of which fland the improvi* 
iator, and his repetitory coadjutor. Every line which the impro- 
rifator iings or delivers, is repeated in the ikme tune by the coad* 
jutor, who, taking up the lafi: word, or the laft but one, finiihes 
the line with him, and then repeats It alone. This gives the im» 
provifator time to prepare the fucceeding line, which he fings, 
feconded in like manner by his'coadjutor ; and thus they both 
proceed, the coadjutor always taking up the laft words of the im- 
provifator's line, and then repeating it .by himfelf until the poem 

is 
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is ended. During intervals, they recruit their fpirits with beer or 
brandy» and ibmetimes continue the improviiation to a late houn 
Dancing.not being very comnoon amongft the Finnifh pea&ntry, 
their amufement at fairs, or at their private meetings, confifts in 
thefe kind of ibngs^ .or recitations, IbmetinMS accompanied by the 
harp, if that inftrumont be at hand, when the haiper fupplies the 
place of the repetitor. 

I ihall now lay before my readers fome ipecimens of the& 
poema, in which thece will be obierved much redundancy of exr 
preflion, the ienfe being continued through two or more veifes* 
the phraie only varied, as in the eaftem oompofitions. The Fin- 
nifh tongue is peculiarly adapted to this kind of phra|eo)ogy, as it 
is highly copious, and abounding with iynonymous words. 

The firft fpecimen I (hall produce is an extraA firom a poem, 
or funeral elegy, compoied by Patdo lUma, a Finnilh peafant, 
upon the occafion of his biiother^s deceaie. This poem was^ printed 
at Abb in 1 76A. 

^* The word went forth from Heaven ; l&om Him in whofc 
*' hands are all things. 

*' Come hither, I will make thee my friend; approach, for 
'' thou ibalt henceforth be my companion. Come down from 
'^ .the high hiU ; leave the feat of ibrrow behind thee ; enough 
<^ haA thou fuffered ; the tears thou haft fhsd are Efficient ; thou 
^' haft felt pain and difeafe ; the hour of thy deliverance is come ; 
^' thou are fet free £:om evil days; peace faafteneth to meet thee ; 
^ relief from grief to come^ 

Thus 
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*' Thus went he out to his Maker ; he entered into glory ; he 
'* haftened to extreme blifs ; he departed to enjoy liberty ; he 
*' quitted a life of Ibrrow ; he left the habitations of the erfrth." 

Proverbs are the refult of experience and wifdom ; and no na« 
txona, howeter barbarous, are found without them in their Ian- 
gu{^« The Finni(h tongue has an abundance, many of them 
conveying ftrong fenfe and acute remark. They are for the moft 
part in runic or allitterative verie ; and, like the Hebrew proverbs, 
are divided intt> two hemiilichs, the latter ilhaftrating the fore- 
going. The following are Finniih provexbs, literally tranflated : 

'^ The good man fpaxeth from his peck ; but the wicked will 

not give fibm a buihel/' 

^^ The vn£e wan knowedi what he ihall do; but fools try 

every thing/* 

There is 110 deliverance through tears ; neither are evils re- 
" medied by ibrrow." 

" He who hath tried, goeth immediately to the work ; but he 
^* who hath no experience flandeth to confider/* 

*' The wife man gathereth wiidom every where; he profiteth 
" by the difcourfe of fools/' 

** A man's own land is his chiefeft delight ; the wood is moil 
^^ pleaiant that is his.*' 

" The ibranger is our brother ; he who comes from a&r off is 
^' our kiniman." 

*' When the mom breaketh forth, I know the day which fol* 
^^ loweth ; a good man difcovereth himfelf by his looks/' 

Vol. I. R r " The 
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'' The work is ended which is begun ; theie is time Idb to fzj, 
'' what Ihall I do ?'* 

*' The tool of the induftrious man is fharp ; but the plough- 
*' fliare of the fool wanteth grinding.'* 

The following comical tale is a ijpecimen of Finniih improvi* 
fation^ by a young poet of the name of Vanonen, living between 
Waia and Uleaborg. For this piece I am indebted, as t mentioned 
before, to the governor of Wafa^ who was per£maHy acquainted 
with the poet^ by whom^ at the governor's dcfire, it was dilated 
to one who wrote it out. The governor fet a great vakie on the 
original and preierved it as a moft precious relic. I therefore 
think myielf much obliged by the communicatioa* The poet, he 
told me, was poor, becauie he piefesired tbe ptcafiuts cf imagina- 
tion to the duties of a peaiant and the labour of rural occupations. 
This young man, who can neither tad nor write, has a native 
vein of humour, and is in his way very droll. Heisofcour/e 
heartily welcome in the bouies of the pca&nts, whom he amuies 
with his mirth and pleafantry. 

The Paldamo coniifts of about two hundred and forty-eight 
lines. The fubjed is a ridiculous retaKation, by a tridc played 
upon a cuftom-houfe officer, by a Finniili peafant. I have heard 
people intimately acquainted with the pure import and genius of 
the Finnifli language, in reading this poem, break forth with en- 
thuiiafm in its praiie, and buril into laughter almoil: at every line. 
The translation, though literal, and rendered word for word, re- 
tains but little of thofe beauties and that humour, which confiit 
in the brevity, precifion and energy of the original language. 
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THE PALDAMO-PASTY: 

A Flnntfh Tale, by the Pea/ant VoiiSnen. 

^< My talc b iiaw fet oot in proper phraie. I iiog the treat 
^ vihMh. wcL inhabitant of Paldamo prepared for a commiiTary of 
^ the cuAoms ; neither more nor leis than a cat with the ikin 
^ and fur, which wa$ baked and prefented to him for his fupper. 

<< It was on a Sunday evening that the peaiants of the good 
^^ town of Paldamo were afibmbled together^ and fell into dif- 
** courie about the inhabitants of the city of Uleaborg, who» 
<« they all pMHOunced to be a pack of knaves, and more eipecially 
'^ the cuftdm-houie officer?, £>r the^ were paid for eating, and 
^^ fcrupled to pay for what they eat, for they plundered the fledges 
^^ and robbed the travellers of their proviiions. 

<^ Upon this (iays a jolly old fellow of the party) I fhould like 
'^ to take a little journey, if I cotdd light upon agreeable compa«* 
^* nions : I ifaouki wifh once more to fee our great city. I have 
^^ fame tallow to fell, and butter to difpofe of, notwithilanding 
'^ the ieafon has proved io unfavourable/' The peaiants all an* 
" fwered with one voice, " We have all a deiire to take a trip to 
^' Ukaborg ; we will accompany you immediately into the low 
^f grounds.'* 

^' ThviA then fpoke another bopn companion, famous for his 
'• droll florics.: '^ To be fme, fays h^ at Chriftmastime there is 

Rr 2 ''no 
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^* no y^k ti) *be ddti€, and L would go with you witTi all iny 
^ heart; but I bethink me how I fer^d one of theib officers 
^ lately, and I am rather fearful that I ihall be knowxu ¥ou 
^ niuft all underftand that I went lately to Uleabovg> and had an 
^' excellent piece of road: real in my fledge with me, which the 
^' officers took away, though I told them I could not ipase it, as 
«^ I was at a diftance from home^ and brought it with me to 
'' eat in town whilft I ilaid ^ere. All I cadd fay avuied me 
^* nothing : thofe greedy fellows were leiolved to have my noafl: 
^ veal, and ib they took it from me. Oh ! to be Hue tbby are 
^ fad dogs, and plunder At pealants of their pioviiidm at a fifock-* 
^ ing rate. 

** When I returned home, cimtinued he, I told my wife how 
^ rhad been ierved, and I got heartily fcdded by her for it. What 
«< a cowardly lot you are, cried fhe, why did you not break the 
•• officer*s head ? Give him your roaft veal truly I Give him Ac 
^ devil to ftufF his maw with ! — Thus did my vwfe exclaim ; but 
*• what (he faid put a thought into my head ! Ah f Ah 1 cried I, 
^ my gentlemen ! it ihall not be long before I am even with you i 
'^ As I faid thefe jvords I fnatched up our great oat by her hind 
" legs, and I prefently diipatched her,— Now, lays I, wife, put 
^ fome fire into the oven, and I will get ready fome pafte, and 
'' pirfs Ihall be baked in a pafty.'^-As I iaid this; my wife flopped 
" mc-^tmly (he would have onr cat's fkin to line her pelice widi ? 
" Upon which I &id to her rather angrily — ^What, you arc for 
" giving thie rogiies of ofHcers a titbit, are you? If we fbrip ^ff 

•'the 
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^ tbe cat^s &m, theiogeiiti^ will Uke our pufi for a &19 Paldamo 
^ kaire, and grow mone and more in love wkk our good things ; 
f' and dins the fledged of our poor townfmen wi^neyer.eicape 
<^ beii^ j^nderod: no, no, &ys I, the)r ib^ll hav< the cat^ fkinr 
^ and all, and then th^ will fee that we can be a match, for. their 
" thievery* 

'^ My wife was Jbot very well pleafed t0 give up the cat's ikfn^ 
^ but ihe was fain to comply, and fo the catt^was^put ^ito the 
'^ pafty with the ikin on, and the paily was put into*the ovea-< 

*' When the pafty was baked, it was Ut by till moaning, and 
^' ^en clapped into a iack, and ^way I let off merrily £00: Ul^ 
^* borg. Upon the road I lighted upon a peaiant who waa travel- 
^ Kng the iame way. Says my new aoquaintaacei. C!an vrc crois 
^ the river by the bridge? I canw^t tell you, aniWeccd L But 
<^ when we came to the river fide, we found orders bad bccn^ven 
<^ to ftop the paflage over the bridge ; for, iays the carpenter, who 
^ was hard at work upon the barricade. None of you peaiaatsof 
*' Paldamo are to pafe this way.— So we croiled the river over the 
^ ice farther up, and when we came. to the cuftom4iouie I psc- 
** fented the officer with a fmall pafty out of my lack. What 
^ do you mean by this, fays he; you do not fiirely intend. to 
^ make the firft cofnmif&ry of the cufloms fo trifling a preient 
^ as this is I Ck>me, come, I know you Paldamo pea&nts aie never 
^ without a good large pafly of jack, or fqme other esEcellent fiih^ 
^' give me the largefl you havci one that will do credit to your 
^^ towni }Thts, you. mufl fuppofe^ was jui2^ what I wiihed to hear; 

•'fo 
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^^ fb out I lugged the large pafty that bad the cat baked in it^ and 
^' I gave it to the officer, who was fo well pleafed^ that he invited 
^^ the other peaiant and me to take a cup of coffee with him ; 
^' and fb we did ; and he gave us a glafs of punch after it, and a 
^* bumper of excellent brandy befides ; after which we took our 
^' leave, and went our ways." 

'' Thus ends the peaiant*s tale which he told to his neighbours 
^^ of Paldamo, and which I, FanSnen, have put into vcrfe for the 
^' delight of all that (hall hear it : and I fuppofe I ihall get much 
*^ fuch a pre&nt for my compofition as the firft commiflary of the 
^' cuftoms had for his civility— one of pufs*s hind legs; for the 
^^ officer eat the other, as you muft next hear. 

^* The commiflaiy Ritzi^ for fo this officer was named who had 
^^ received this noble prefent, was iat down to his iupper, and the 
^' Paldamo-pafty was placed before him. He firft cut off* a flice 
^' of the cruft, which he tailed, and found very reliihing and 
^^ good : he next pulled out one of the cat's hind legs. To be 
*^ fore he foratdied his mouth with the claws ; but that he 
^' thought might be the pike's teeth, for he fuppofod that the 
^« pafty had a large jack in it, and the cat s hind leg before him 
^' was the jole of the jack. At length he opened the pafty, but 
^' what was his aftonifoment when he beheld a pafty with a baked 
^' cat in it, ikin^ for and all i 

*' He ftamped, he raved, he fwore-^and at laft he broke out 
^^ into thefo reiledions — ^Who coul4 have thought that a peafant 
^^ of Paldamo would have prcfehted the firft commiflary of the 

*' cuftoms 
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^* CQftoins with a cat baked in a pa% ! What a wretch ift man t 
*' Who knows not, if he live to grow in years, what he may 
*' chance to eat before he dies, when I, a young man, was vezy 
'^ near devouring a cat with her ikin and fur on. 

" Thus endeth this tale, which I, thfc before-mentioned Fa^ 
^' ninen, have compofed, and which all allow to end well, and 
'* with great ingenuity/** 

* I will fabjcmi a verfion in Engliih rhjme of the fame poem, in which the lite* 
Yal meaning of the original has likewiie been as fiuthfiilly retained as poffible. It 
thus forms a droU fort of a ballad. 

THE PALDAMaPASTY: 

J Ftnmjb TaJe^ by the Pea/ant Vanoneru 

A ftory, I remember w^, 

I once did hear, which now FU tdl ; 

For I, Vanoncn, (you all know it, 

A peafant) and, what's more, a poet). 

Did vcrfify it in a ftyle. 

That all who hear fay 'tis worth while : 

How that of cnfloms the Commis 

Was trick'd (none better trick'd could be) 

With fav*ry pafty of a cat. 

That moufe had often kilTd, and rat. 

Twas at Paldamo that a fet 
Of jovial peafants once were met \ 
When entering into merry chat. 
Of neighboring towns, and this and that; 
They all agreed, and did declare. 
Knaves of more cunning any where, 
In any town the country round. 
Than Uleaborg's cou'd not be found \ 

And 
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The Finniih word kalakucho, here tranflated pafty, fignifies a 
pye with fifli baked in it of ibme fort or other. 

Uleaborg is iitiiated in an extenfive plain on the river Ulea, i 

And if of them one vorfe could be, | 

Commh of cuftoms muft be he. 

The burghers, they were fain to cheat, j 

That they and families might eat ; 

But all thofe officers had pay, 

Tet peafants coming-in their way, 

They of provi&ons did bereave. 

And fcarcely faid them—" By your leave.** 

Now, fays a peafant, could I find. 
Like you, companions to my mind ; 
My fledge I wou'd this inftant take. 
And to that town a journey make : 
1 have fome tallow yet to fell. 
And butter that will pay me well : 
The peafants all replied, " Agreed, 
^ To Uleaborg let's now proceed,** 

Hold there, my friends (cried a (hrewd knave), 
I muft not go, for doubts I have ; 
I now bethink me of fome pranks 
Which I play*d there, will get no thanks : 
For I muft give you all to know. 
It is not many months ago. 
That I occafion had to be 
At Uleaborg, and took with me 
A& fine a piece of roafted veal. 
As you would wiih for at a meal. 
You know thofe dogs— -a fly Commis 
Found it, and took it, &e%y from me : 
I begg*d, intreated, and I pray'd. 
Said ajil I could, but all I faid, 
Avail'd me not a fingle jot. 
Have it he wou'd, wou'd I or not. 

I pleaded 



J 
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which empties itfclf near to it in the gulf of Bothnia. That river 

is alluded to in the foregoing tale. 

' Chriftmad is a ieafon of leifure with the peaiants of Finland^ 9s 



I pleaded I was £ir from home, 
To Ulcaborg on bus*nefs come, 
And that I brought with me this meat, 
That I in town might of it eat ; 
Not paying merchants for my fleepihg, 
I wou'd not they ftiou*d pay my keeping. 
Howe'er my veal he took, don't doubt it^ 
And I was fain to go without it. 
When I came home my wife did fcold I 
Two days her tongue fhe wou'd not hold ; 
She call'd me fool and filly elf. 
Said none was dup'd fo as myfelf : 
You are (at laft Ihe faid) {q hafty. 
Give him your veal ! give a cat-pafty ! 
Stop there, dear wife, 'and fay no more^ 
You won't mend that, talk for an hour. 

The words which ihe that moment faid. 
Had put a thought into my head, 
A trick to play thb faid Commisf 
And ferve him worfe than he ferv'd me» 

So pufs I took, and made her fit. 
To put in pafte, or fix on fpit : 
But wou'd you think, my fimple wife 
Seeing our cat depriv'd of life, 
Begg'd that the ikin I'd let her take. 
Lining for her pelice to make. 
What ! I exclaim'd, in angry fit. 
You are for giving a tit-bit i 
Pufs without ikin, ihou'd I now bake> 
The -Commis for a hare will take ; 
And our Paldamo's good things more 
Grow fond of than he was before : 
Vol. I. S s Our 
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their corn is by that time thrcfhed, and the country covered mth 
fnow, every operation of hufbandry is at a fland. 

No inconfulerable number of runic fon^^ and thoie not oi the 

Our townfmen then will ne'er go free» 
But plunder'd evcnnotc will be : 
No ; puis I'll bake as nature ient h^^ 
With ikin, fur^ all diat nature lent her. 

As I faid thiS) our p6fs in hofte 
I roll'd up neatly in a pafte } 
The pofty bak'd, without ddatf. 
To Uleaborg I took mj t»»y i 
! crofs the river on the ice^ 
And reached the office in t triee^ 
And there I faw my good C^mmisp 
And glad, be afinr'di I was to fee. 
Saluting, I my ffftfbit tteke^ 
Taking from om xoy bag a cake^ 
What's thie yoo'iw brought me htte, cried Ho^^ 
This is not furdy meant far me ; 
HerCf take yoior cake^ I pray liow, backf 
You've fomething better in that hck ; 
You peafants of Pakhmo never 
Come hither without finnethiiig clever i 
I know, at home, yOu're ne'er withovt 
Fifh-pafties, either jack or trout : 
Come, fearch your bag, and fet me down 
One fhall do credit to yoinr town^ 

Thus fpoke the Commh ; you may (wtaTji 
Thcfe words I was weU pie; *^ to hear i 
So out I lugg'd, withottt demur, 
Pufs in the pafty, Ikin thd f«r. 

Better receiv'd no gift cou'd be y 
Aye, this is fomething 13ee I tried he ; 
Now, my good peafaiit, (6t the fAe 
Of this, you muft refreflkmefit take. 

. . Coffee 
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leaft merit in point of compofition^ are of the produdion of fe- 
males of the clais of Finniih peaiantry. 

Before the general uie of wind and water-mills, com was re* 



Cofiise I bad ; punch too he gave; 
Brandy befides he made me have* 
My congees made, to town I went. 
And left the Commit well content. 

Paldamo's peaiant now has ended 
His tale^ by neighbour's well attended ; 
Ton too attention pay to verfes, 
Peaiant Vanoneo here rebearies ^ 
What gets Vanonen for his pains ? 
Gifts much like that the Commis gains ; 
Pafty of cat, or ibme iuch matter : 
But left you think I idly chatter ; 
And talk thus when my tale's not clos*d, 
Becaufe I'am to end it pos'd \ 
I now will hafien the conduiion. 
And fl&ew you Ritzi in confuiion ; 
Ritzi^ I fay, for fo 'tis fam'd. 
Our officer by all was ikun'd. 

The pafty you may think was not 
At Ritzi's fupper-time forgot ; 
For being large^ fuppos'd of fifliy 
It made at table the chief difh. 

The commiilary tried the pafte. 
And found it rdiih'd to his tafte \ 
Within the cruft he made a hole^ 
And brought out what he thought a jole ^ 
Jole of a jack, fo he did guefi, 
Twas the hind-leg^ nor more nor lefs : 
His mouth he fcratch'd with pufs's claws, 
«< This fith had iharp teeth in his jaws •/' 
And faying this, a doubt arofe. 
Which to clear up, on fearch he goes : 

Ssa The 
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duced to flour by the labour of the hands, either by pounding in 
mortars, or by grinding betwixt two ftones. This was a daily 
tafk, and it fell to the woman's lot to perform it in Finland, as in 
other countries. During the long and dreary winters of that cli- 
mate, they were engaged in this work at home, whilft their huf^ 
bands abroad were either in purfuit ofgame, or employed in the 
neceiTaiy buiinefs of feeking wood, forage, &c. 

To cheer their minds, and beguile their labour, iiich of the 
women as were unable to invent fongs, fhidied the compofition 
of new ones ; whilft others who were net ib happy as to poflefs 
that talent, fung thofe they had learned, whether new or old« In 



The pafty now is open laid^ 

And all the rogue's trick b difplay'd' $ 

But words I want now to exprefs 

His rage, his fury, and diftrefs ; 

He ftamp'd, he fwore, with paffion ftutter^d^ 

But calmer grown^thefe words he uttcr'd : 

How wretched man ! expos'd to cheats I 
At meals who knows not what he eats ! 
This day it may be leg of cat. 
To-morrow fbmething worfe than that i 
Thro' life in all things thus he's cheated. 
And moft i^Hiien beft he thinks he's treated i 
One truth he firmly may believe,. 
That death fliall furely not deceive j 
But howe'er fumptuoufly he eat, 
For worms at laft will make him meat. 

Thus ends Vanbnen's tale, which you 
Have liften'd with attention to j 
I truft you think it well beftow'd. 
For all allow the moral good. 

one 
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one of theie a female peafant defcribes herfelf at work in theie 
words : 

Paiwat pyorin petkeleifsi 
Kiwen puuiTa kukuttden. 

Fix'd to this mill aJl day I ftand^ 
And turn the ftone with patient hand. 

Thefc ibngs> called /tj«^o runot, or miJUfongs, arc for the moft 
part fung to a flow plaintive air. . If two women are employed at 
the mill, they are fung in parts by both of them ; but when they 
relieve each other, flie only iings who works. Thefe fongs are 
compofed on a variety of fubjefts ; ibmctimes grave and ferious, 
at other times ludicrous and fatyrical ; one while a love ftory, and 
not infrequently the praifes of ibme heroic aAion^ 

Love, which is the great bufine^ of the fex, is, as may well be 
feppofed, the topic upon which the energies of the Finnilh poetefi 
arc cbiefly exercifed ; it is, however, not aji eaiy matter to procure 
fpecimena of thefe ibngs, as they are generally fung by the young 
women at meetings, to which men are rarely or never admitted. 
Mr. Franzen of Abo prefented me with a fong, the compofition 
of a country girl, a native of Oflro- Bothnia, and the fervant of 
the magifter or the clergyman of the village, where fhe had con- 
flantly refided. It is compofed on the occafion of her lover's ab- 
fence, in a flyle of natural iimplicity, flrong fentiment,^ and bold 
figure, to attain which, more cultivated underflandings fbmetimes 
labour in vain. The thought in the fecond ftanza, if. not altoge- 
ther 
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thcr new to poetry, ha» fbmething in it very ftriking, is prettiljr 
introduced and well turned. This little piece, confidered as the 
produftion of a girl who could neither write nor read, is a won- 
derful performance. It is nature's poet delivering the didates of 
her heart in the words which love has fuggefted, and *' fnatching 
^' a grace beyond the reach of art.^' This Finniih Sappho^ amidft 
all the fnows of her ungenial climate, difcovcrs all the warmth 
of the poetefs of Lefbos. I ihall lay before the reader two tranf- 
lations of this fong^ the one in profe, the other in verfc. 

The following profe tranilation is as near the original as tfae 
Engtiih language can approach the Finniih-^ 

I. 
" Oh ! that my beloved were now here ; That hb well-known 
'' figure were but before me ! How ihould I fly into his arms. And 
^ kifs him though his face were befmeared with the blood of a 
'^ wolf ! How fhould I prefs his band. Even though a (hake were 
^' twifted round it V^ 

11. 
'* Alas ! why have not the winds underftanding ? And why 15 
'* the breeze bereft of fpeech ? The winds might exchange fenti- 
^' ments betwixt my beloved and mc. The breezes might every 
** inftant carry my words to him and bring back his to me." 

HI. 

' " How then would the delicacies of the reAor's table be ne- 

^' gleded ! How inattentive ihould I be to the drefs of his daugh- 

" tcr ! 
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*' tcr ! I ihould leave every thing to attend upon my beloved, 
^ who is the dear cbjeA of my iiimmer-thoughts, and winter^ 
^* cares. 

This veriion in rhyme is neither fo cloie as metaphraie, nor £> 
diilant as paraphrafe. 

I. 
" Oh were my love but here with me I 
** Cou'd I his well-known perfon fee ! 
" How Ihou'd I fly to his embrace, 
** Tho' blood o£ wolves diftainM his face ; 
•* Prcfi'd to my heart, his hand wou'd take, 
** Tho* 'twere endrded by a Ihake. 

11. 
** Thofe winds that whifper thro* the wood, 
" Why is their fpeech not underftood ? 
•* They might exchange the lover's ptay'r, 
^^ And figh for figh returning bear* 

III. 
** ni-cook'd the redor's meals wou'd be, 
** Drefiing his daughter wait for me j 
« Whilft kitchen, toilet, I forlake, 
" And thought of my love only take j 
** On that alone my care beftow, 
" My fummer's wifli, my winter's vow." 



The 
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The laft ipecimen I £hall produce of Finniih poetry, of female 
compoiition, is the following fragment of a fong of coniiderable 
length, which the Finnifli nurfes are accuftomed to fing to chil- 
dren in the cradle. It may be confidered valuable, inafmuch as 
it marks this genius of the nation. The words werc taken down 
whiiil a nurfe fung them and rocked her child to ileep. The; 
perfbn who wrote down the word3 was well acquainted with the 
Finnifli tongue ; but the woman knew no more than this part of 
the fongi and no opportunity offered of obtaining the remainder. 
It is hoped no reader will be difpleafed at finding here fuch a 
fpecimen of genuine tendemefs, fimplicity, and jHety, though in 
the form of a luUaby-fbng. 

" Sleep on, fleep on, fwect bird of the meadow ; Take thy reft, 
^< little redbreafi:, take thy refl: ; God (hall awake thee in his own 
*' good time ; He has made thee a little bough to repofe thee on ; 
^* A bough canopied with the leaves of the birch-tree ; Sleep (lands 
'' at the door, and fays ; The fbn of fleep flands at the door, and 
" fays ; Is there not a little child here ; Lying afleep in the cradle ; 
'^ A little diild wrapt up in fwaddling cloths ; A child repofing 
'* under a coverlet of wool.**— 

The laft ipecies of poetry^ of which we ihall make mention, b 
that which is common both to the Finns and Laplanders ; we 
mean thoie runic verfes which are fuppofed to be endowed with 
magical and extraordinary virtues. Thefe fbngs, which owe their 

rife 
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rife to the darknefs of gentilifm^ were not iilenced when thoic na* 
tions became entightened by the gofpel ; they were even interpo- 
lated in the times c^ papal fuperftition for the ipurpofe of deluding 
the people ; and thefe will probably be the laft of the runic verfes 
that will be forgottra, as notwithftanding all the indnffay of the 
dergy to root out fiich prejudices from the mii^s of the people, 
the Finns ilill privately favour and coimtenanoe thefe iimgs^ being 
ftrongly of opinion^ thattkey ate pof&fled of &c»t virtues^ and 
hart E fbperior degree of efficacy when employed* 

In pomt of compoiltion they bxc coniidered by many as ineftt* 
mable monuments of antiquz^> and peffe6fc models of genuine 
runic poetry* They are diftinguiihed by their admirers ffom the 
common mnic rafcs fung at public mectinga, which by them are 
accounted profane. Some of a fpiedes named Ittgut^ or Icftures» 
aic never Amg, but deliveied piivately in a low murmuring voice, 
accompanied with horrid gefHculations. 

• The Finns have many runic verfes which are fitppofibd to con- 
tain healing powers, and ihoCc are ftyledjanat, or diarms; as 
madan-fanat, charms hr the bite of a ierpent ; tulen^JanaU charms 
to cure fcalds or bums; raudan-fanatf diarms to heal wounds, 
&c. &:c. 

Thefe charms, as has been already obferved, are very numerous ; 
and though not much cAeemed by the inhabitants of the fea* 
coaft, are in the hi^iefl repute amongil thofe who dwell in the 
interior and mountainous parts of the country. This b likdy 
to continue to be the cafe, as long as the pradice of phyfic re* 
Vol. I. T t mains 
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mains in the hands of itinerant empirics and ignorant old women* 
They Jointly with charms ufe fomc fimple remedies, as ialt, milk, 
brandy, lard, &^c. but attribute the cures they perfoon to the fu* 
perior efficacy of the verfes they ling during the application ; the 
chief theory and foundation of their pra6tige confiiliqg in a be- 
lief with which too they imprefs their patients very ftrongly, thai 
their complaints arc occafioned by witchcraft and can only be 
removed by means of thoie mcantations. 

Of thefe charms it is not eaiy to obtain Specimens, as they who 
are veried in them are unwilling to communicate them to literate 
men, eipecially when they fee them prepare to conojnit them to 
writings as they fear to be reported to the ma^ftrate or clergyman, 
and punilhed, or at leaft chided for their fuperitition* It is a pity 
the clergymen will not be at the pains of ^fcriminattng betwixt 
the verfes, which are the produdion of fuperilition, and thofe of 
an innocent nature* So far are they from attending to this par- 
ticular, that they do their utmoft to diicouragc runic poetiy in 
general, and without exception ; which partly on that accoOnt, 
and more owing to the natural changes which a length of time 
brings about in all hmnan affairs, are rapidly falling into difuie, 
and in' a few years will be only found in the relations of travellers. 

The intelligent reader will have remarked the perfed fimilarity 
between thefe fongs of the Finlanders and thofe of die early Gre-^ 
cians : the fame fimplicity of compofition, didated by identity of 
occupation. Almoft every profeflion among that g^y, lively, and 
incomparable people, had its peculiar long. Spedmens handed 

down 
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down from the remoteil antiqtiity might be adduced, of thofe 
fung by grinders of com, by lovers, and by nurfes, quite in con* 
fbrmlty with the Finnifh fbngs which precede. But it is unnecef* 
fary J for as the fanie caufes are found invariably to produce ih* 
fame effc£b, lb muft the manners of mde and uncultivated people 
be always the fame. If there be any caufe for admiraddh, It will 
ariie in finding fo little difference of manners and fentiments be- 
tween the inhabitants of the coldeft re^ons, and thofe living in 
temperate and the moft genial climates. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Departure from Uleaborg — 'Difficulty rftraueUing to the North Cape, 
through Lapland In Summer-^Pkm adopted by the Author and his 
Friends — Preparations for the Journey: anAeceffion tft'ioofelhfm 
Travellers — AffeSling FarevoelU^Jounuy purJiiid^^Defcription of 
a Finlandiflt Danc^^^ome Specimens of Mufic — Amufement at 
Hutta — Arrival at Kemi^ 

'THHE time was now approaching when wc were to take Icavr 
of our friends, and pro&cute our intended travels to the 
.North Cape. This journey appeared to every body at Uleaborg 
chimerical, and a projeA that would be found impracticable on 
experiment. Ever}- perfon of our acquaintance piftured Lapland 
to us in the moft frightful colours : they aflured us from authori- 
ties trae, or fuppofed to be true, that in fummer it was abfolutely 
impoffible to find a road, or to pais from one place to another. 
Our friends confolcd themfelves, in the pro^ A of our departure, 
with the idea, that weihouki foon our&lves be convinced of the 
imprafticability of our plan, and being difcouraged by the firft 
obftacles we Ibould meet with, they ihould ibon have the plca^- 
fure of feeing us again on our return to Uleaborg. 

In the courfe of our ftay here we had ftudied to obtain infor* 
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miitioh xdfy^Sdug this journey fiom every perfon we could hear 
of who had vifited La{4and ; we wrote to a merchant at Torne& ; 
we procured intelligence from ibme clerical miflionaries, who had 
been in Lapland; but there was not. one individual who could 
give us the imalleil advice, as to the manner or even the poiTibi* 
lity of travelling in that country in fummer. They all had been 
there in winter only> and had travelled in Hedges drawn by rein«- 
deet 1 the nufficaiarics^ in like manner, relide these only in win- 
ter, and return for the ftommer to villages which have an open 
communication with ibme town. There was not an individual 
who could fumilh us with a diilind idea, or any fatisfadory in- 
formation on the ftibjcdt. All ieemed, to a man, to be firmly of 
opinion that the journey was not to.be accompliihed^ They knew 
p6rfe6):ly well how we might get to Upper ToraeS, to Kengis, to 
KoUare ; but no mortal could tell us how it was pradicable to 
penetrate the length of Muonionifca. They were pretty accurately 
acquainted with the road that leads to the church of Juka^ervi> 
and a lake which forms the iburce of the river TomeS ; but we 
chofe to avoid this JroutCt which different travellers had gone be- 
fore us, and which is already fufficiently. known. We were rc- 
folved to follow the fbotfteps of no one, but to trace out a line 
of road for ourf^ves, or not to engage in it at all. It was our 
plan to keep as mudi as poffiUe in a line of the meridian to Tor- 
neS, arid proceed towards the North Cape in the ftraightcft di- 
redion pofiifale. In order to gain our objed, it would be necef- 
fery to leave the river TorncS, to follow the courie of the Muo- 
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mo, at all ercnts to reach MaonfionHbfl^ ami hem MiMilatiiibi 
to dtreA otirfteps towards Kauto^emo. HaTing4rfmdae<KBtit9> 
keino/ we nioald'fiiid' outlives <m thcf bonieis' of a>th«t urivrii 
falls into the Frozen Ocean ; and we prefunied;! that harvki|(tcM»> 
barked on thi» ftream we could gKid* down all the- wiijrto- the gulf 
of Alten, with the fame eafe as the water of the me»4«fetf;-<That 
haying got to Altenr, we ftotdd oertanily peii«tnte ba "die 'North 
C£ipe» either by water M on look, and fetnmhy^ie^flM, tMr Adi 
other way as orcuniAmcsa aad our topogaiffc t ad iMfomntion 
might reodttmend as the ftioft convenii^it «ttd#in»i " m' 

The whdkof thi»fcheme of tmvet, n^kach'Wt Wtai^tkuifufyc, 
was Mgttrded as a c^k m the 4iir» aeared by «t :teKn» wfcit liiit 
lightly taken it into his head €toltlaifAaxAymiyAia0kiaatibm 
country OS kaly; and who was wiiottyin' the -dark as1i»*diofe 
difficulties which are met wiid» m )a ^UfttiA^ in iartHrlkDKiiMA, 
Our propoied' enterprife had given oocafion'to mtiA t<mvoiAtioa 
in the neighbourhood of VldUx»g> and peoide fteWHt math 
curiofitjr to lee us. Mr. Julin, a good nftfitttafifti and^ipioflefled 
with a ftrot^ deine of acqwring ftnlKr knowledge' and infeniift- 
tion, being tempted by our plan, sud the oonfidenocJ he te^akA 
in us, and ii^riag himfelf to be peifiiaded by oar tiiipoitiuiities, 
con&nted to accompany usr, and to <dfride wHh ui ou^flea&nes 
and pains, "bfii, Caftrein, msmfteir of Kemi,; a iMM dftttmMy 
well informed, and a botiuuft, feemed alib dif^xiAd -tb^oiifi the 
party ; and thus our hopes of iucceis in the nndhtaKng'Weifc mxj 
confiderabty taifed. We were proud of havk^ marfe ttvo fuch 

important 



THROUPfl^IIWLAND. 5*7 

iaipQrtaiait''aQ:(|iw&tioRiW> aod w^,«|^|MBrecl m xipr owa e}ie9 to have 

*mbd lgr>iii£fe.iclMQtiiig) tdfus^i w((> fla44«)tH|S!>in!SR$^9^.j9n»ngQ' 

:. ' Wti ' piircb«/«4 ft KiiffiMi te&t, tO:iiheUi^rW /l^ei-thi^. r^n. sod 

fw^t'f^eitljr dayfe- TbMjcan(v(l«4-o|, hr(S|fi>.Wcwt»t^(9l^«- afi4. di^d 
iSfldi «f thiC;ieb(rKLQCt>i with li.cfii)i««li braJidji. Wfrpfovid^ our- 
felfe»«wtbk a>;d«ttUe^hwrrcUfld ^mih fttlMSiftRQl9eler,ipf.C«irittS) a 
map by HermBlak^jMi^ftfiiQidi^rtbsr l{oiitQfH9<}9itiiar«9fnp9^ wbicb 

wty oC fbdfeito, for jtbcrl<i|ilimdkfs «« took nftthiag: bitf kwuly 
^iiBad^t«bBeBa$»tbe'<£brmcr ^<-.llieibartialo» faiMng ,>o|:jiB flthois: tbe 
hMfttasttirf|tbUpidbi1^~y<tu^x:an bcfi»Wi':i ■.<..'•;// ^.: .. 
. Ote;4ip»rllni&/i)9mtUloiboi^ bioii^bt o<« aU)iftM;,.]«u}ic9L0iul 
gttHleAwn^oift.'ac^iskitaBiQeu . Xbejt fa|eMd^»<(^.^ pfepccdf- 
ifiMIiw^ibh, a^mp4imc4 w? «^t ^.rrv/i^t^ th^bQ# tbaltnns. to 
«8nyrm to-the blhiori«le«6the:nYer«, - Jit vinrMval; t^m «)*:clpck at 
nigbt^ron tko.BCb'oC Jmc, >7i)g^ mrh^p. tbf ^ iJaUibwv^dbim- 
felfabovetbe horuK>*« •Our laft iareweU ira&. tefl|}cur uyi afie^- 
iog;^ 4«4 iny, dtfpMtum. Cfttra tbi9 to^gi^i wtH be «. stmoffvk in my 
Jli6hW<!f.'€*WH,toJ»f,*^ jin tb9fe 4Mntri4$.:» man 

4$^Qa!t Jiftpm<ii. «if.' tbo :te4A,of in<i)40iip : . bp ^l»».nat>o«nc6«l- 

w > |Ia¥if|g iMflfdt^.^ pppq%,i^«vof ;th/( ri>{(!r»!>V6^plii^lQi.<Hir 

journey 
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journey in a kind of waggon or cart drawn by hor&s* The place 
where we croiied the mouth of the river is about two thoufand 
yards broad ; there are boats for the purpofe of carrying travellers 
over, with accommodation for a carriage and horfes* Here th« 
women perform the avocation of bcfeitmen. 

We changed horfes at Sukuri» nine miles from Uiedborg ; the 
road was very good> though always in the midft of woods and 
meadow grounds/ called by the Swedes a^g^ or ing, from whence is 
obviouily derived the EngUfli wwAinge. In tbole couatries mea* 
dows do not oonfift> as in odier places, of open gtouncb without 
trees, but are in general covered with bniih-wood and ihrdibciy^ 
to which they iS^nd their cattle to pafhure on: liie haoow pieteSv 
of gfa(s that run tbrou^ theie meadows. The gioit woods, ia 
which there are trees of eoonnou^ fize, fctrc a» a commoa palf- 
ture to all the peaiantiy of the neighbourhood They conftintly 
hang a bell about the horics* necks^ and let them run about in the 
woods for four ndootibs, without giving them&lves the leaft tc6ubk 
concerning them. We changed holies about four times after 
leaving Sukuri, before we got to Teftile, a place codiifting of two 
or thfee wooden houies. The above four fUges aire too infigni* 
ficant to merit any farther notice. 

Having crofled a fmatl river named Leivaniemi, in a ferry- 
boat, the fcraping of a fiddle invited us tx> enter the hut of a pea* 
fant, ftanding on the left bank, where ten or tvirelve countiy 
people were dancing with all their might. Our entmnce inter* 
ruptcd the dance, and the furprife occafioned by the novelty of 

our 
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our appearance fcemed at firft to lay fome degree of reftraint upon 
the dancers. The only one among them who fliewed he was not 
to be diicompoied was the fidlcr, who continued diligently in the 
pra<£lice of his calling ; for he was blinds, and confequently knew 
nothing of what happened around him. Thefe peafants, how- 
ever, ibon became familisir with our foreign afpeA ; and being 
entreated to proceed and fliew us their dance^ they refumcd their 
places. 

Their dancing confifted in the moft ruftic jumping, without 
the fmalleit grace, mixed with certain capers ; in executing which 
the women made their petticoats fly about in the air. There was 
no variety in their fteps, nor palfion in their attitudes, nor exprcf- 
fion in any one of their couBteaances. They danced with the 
iame earneil diligence that would have influenced them in the 
performance of any thing by which they were to have gained their 
bread. The only variety that entered into this exercife, was a 
diflerence in the pofltion of their arms, ,which they alternately 
laid one over the other, in a very aukward manner, without dif- 
covering the mo& dtilant notion of taile or natural grace. It was 
foraewbat curious to ob&rve thofo people amuiing them&lves with 
fuch a ferious air, and without even having the fmalleft difpofi- 
ti<Hi to fmile^ A pot of beer was placed upon the t«hk, which 
every body might make free with, but was ufed only to quench 
thirfl. It was fo weak, however, and reduced fo much with wa* 
tcr, that it could neither ftupify the fenfos^ nor raifo the ipirits of 
the company. Every creature, even the muiician was quite fobcf. 

Vol. I. U u a very 
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A very rare thing at a fcftival of Finlandiih peafants^ where they 
generally regale themfelves pretty liberally with brandy. This 
party of pleafurc apparently infpircd fo little mirth, that one could 
not help believing that the people danced &otn a ienfe of duty. 
In the number of fix or feven women, which the female (bciety 
was compofcd of, there was not one tolerable, or capable of ex* 
citing the fmalleft fenfation of tendemeis. They had coarfe and 
vulgar faces, with Ihapes ill-tumcd ; and did not fuggefl: the 
flighteft idea of any thing pleafing or graceful. The long waift 
of their dothes, with very fhort petticoats, contributed flill more 
to render their figure difagreeable. 

After having looked at their manner of dancmg for fomc time, 
I took out my port-folio to note down the mufic. Scarcely had 
they fecn n>e begin to write when they left off dancing, and came 
to fee what I was doing. The blind fidler was unable to gue£ 
the caufe of thofe mterruptions, which diverted their attention 
from his mufic, and made tliem forget their dance. They at laft 
let him into the fecret, and we afked him to play us a couple of 
Finlandiih dances, the moft truly national in his colleAion. He 
gratified our curiofity, and I fucceeded in taking down the tunes, 
which the reader will find in the Appendix. 

After making a fmall prefent to the blind man, we wididrew 
from the ball-room, and mounted upon our waggon to profecute 
our journey. The blind fidler, however, was fo fenfibly touched 
with our fmall preient, that he got up, and under the conduct 
of all the dancers, not only followed us out of the houfe, but a 

good 
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good part of the way, conftantly entertaining us with the bcft 
mudc he had. 

In our progrefs from Teftilc we were to change horfes at Hutta, 
a fmall village of four or five houies> where they have one apart- 
ment for the accommodation of pafTengers. Bad weather and the 
fatigues of the journey determined us to pafs the night in this 
place. As it was ftill too early to go to bed, we ftudied to em- 
ploy this interval in the heft manner we could. Some peafants 
and girls of the neighbourhood, prompted by curiofity to look at 
us, entered our chamber without ceremony. As wc had fome in- 
ftruments of experimental philofophy along with us, we wifhed to 
give the good people fome amufement : but the firft objed that 
attradled the admiration of the men and young people, was my 
double barrelled gun : they ihewed fuch aftoniihment at this in- 
vention, that I am fure I could have purchafed with it the houfe 
and all the women in it. They aiked me how much I had paid 
for it, and gueffing the price, beforehand, one of them faid to me, 
" At leaft one thou&nd rix dollars.*' They all exclaimed, *' With 
" fuch a weapon the old man in the pelice (meaning the bear), 
** would have no chance.*' We (hewed them our thermometer, 
a telefcopc, and laft of all, to put an end to their oh ! oh s ! 
among other exclamations of wonder, wc produced a microfcope* 
We prefaced this entertainment, however, by obferving to them, 
that before we could afford them any pleafure with this inftru- 
ment, they muft catch us a flea. The whole company fell a 
laughing at this demand, but perceiving that wc were ferious, and 
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pcriiftcd in our rcqucft, the young men began to examine their 
Ihirts, as well as thofc of the girls, and there was a general hunt 
for the little animal we wanted. The poor flea was never chafed 
with fo much anxiety as on the prcfent occafion. One oftlic girls 
withdrew for a little, and foon returned holding faft her prey. Wc 
ftrung the vidim upon the needle of the roicrofcope, and Ihewed 
it to our audience. It is impoffible to .exprefs the geftures, the 
exclamations, the cries of admiration, which the fight of this ani- 
mal of wondrous fize drew from them. Luckily the inftrttment 
was of no great confequence, or I fhould have thought it in much 
danger of being broken in a thoufand pieces. Our ifpeftators, 
male and female, fnatohed it out of one another's hands with the 
moil: aftoniftiing impatience. They never feemed tired of examin- 
ing the different limbs and form of the little animal, accuftomed 
to live at their expence. 

From Hutta to Kemi is about eighteen miles, which we ac- 
complifhed on Monday the 10th of June. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

The Mintfier (fthe Parijk of Kemi-^Environs of this Town-^The 
River near Kemi : Danger of navigating it^^The Church, a mag'^ 
nificent Building'-^Striling Contrq/i it makes with the mi/erahJe 
Huts around it — fValk from Kemi to a Jhort Diftance to look at 
fome Church Belk — Experiment tried by the Author of a Fin* 
landifh Vapour-Bath — Some Intelligence relative to Botany and 
Entomology — Departure from Kemi, and arrival at Torneh. 

'WTTE were lodged at Kemi in the houfe of Mr. Caftrein. This 
^ ^ gentleman, whom I had not feen before, though I had 
heard much of him at Ulcaborg, was the perfon who propofcd to 
attend us c«i our northern expedition. He is a man of extreme 
gentlenefs and politenefs of manners, and is poffeiTcd of much 
knowledge, though without pretenfion to it, and without being 
aware of his own merit. He fpeaks Latin well, French a little, 
and underflands German. Latin and German were the languages 
we preferred for our converfation. Mr. Caftuein is the firft mi- 
nifter of the parifli of Kemi ; and he has the fuperintendence of a 
country comprehending about nine hundred Engliih miles fquare. 
Befides his wife and children, he has eleven brothers and fifters to 
fupport : by this numerous family he is looked up to as their com* 
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mon father, and the moft pcrfcft harmonj reigns among all its 
members. 

Wc were two days at his houfe^ and in different excurfions 
vifited the environs of Kemi, which, compared with thofc of 
Ulcaborg, appeared like a paradifc. The profpeft is more diver- 
iified, the grounds are bolder, here and there fwcU into little hills, 
and are by no means ib flat and fandy as in the vicinity of the 
former city. Here the river is confiderably broad, nor is it with- 
out danger, infomuch that at Kemi and other places they have 
pilots to navigate their trading vcflels to its jundion with the fea. 
In fome places there is not a fuflicient depth of water for boats 
of a large iize. Two years ago a merchant in the neighbourhood 
wifhed to conftrufl a much larger boat than had ever been feen 
before on this river ; and he conceived it would be very feafible to 
float it down when the river happened to be overflown. The 
boat was laden with grain, and had ibme perfbns on board : it 
fortunately efcaped the three principal dangers, or falls, and had 
only to pafs two more, which they confidered of lels confcquencc; 
but the boat fbuck, was daflied to pieces, and many lives were 
loil. A large portion of the wreck remains in view to this day 
between the rocks of Kemi, ferving as a melancholy memorial 
of this unfortunate enterprife, and as a warning to the impru- 
dence and avidity of projedors and merchants. 

The river Kemi abounds in falmon ; and their fiftiery is fo lu- 
crative as to aflbrd a principal part of the miniiler s income^ 
amounting to more than a thoufand rix dollars annually. Oppo- 
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lite to the church, and in the middle of the river, is a ftnall ifland, 
where the inhabitants of Kcmi hold a fair once a year, at which 
they fell and exchange falmon, either for money or for other ar- 
ticles. 

The church is an edifice which offers a fingular and furprifmg 
contrail to a foreigner travelling in this country, where he would 
not expcA to lee any public building in the ftyle of regular archi- 
tefture, and in all refpcds worthy of one of our own towns. This 
ftructurc being of ftone, muft have coft an immcnfe fum, confider- 
ing the few refources of thofe poor people, who could eaiily difpenfe 
with fuch an expcnfive building, and pray to the Deity as effec- 
tually in a wooden temple. The deiign of this church was made 
by the academy at Stockholm, and was honoured with the appro** 
bation of Guilavus III. It is adorned with a dome or cupola, and 
three principal entrances, with doric pillars, and hence has the 
appearance of a Grecian temple. Placed in thofe favage regions, 
in the midft of woods of fir trees, and contraftcd by the fcattered, 
contemptible huts around, it forms a wonderful and ftriking obje^. 

It is with fincere pain I mufl here remark, that dofe to this 
magnificent temple I entered the hut of a poor Finlander, the 
diminutive fize and external meanneis of which had attraded my 
notice. He was probably the pooreft native of Finland I had met 
in the courfe of my travels to this place: the ^ace of ground on 
which his houie flood was twelve fquare feet, and the roof fix 
in height. This unfortunate man had a complaint in one of 
bis hands, which rendered him unfit to gain his livelihood by 
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labour. His wife was making their bread, and had heated the 
oven to bake it ; the bread contained fo much {faraw, and fo little 
meal, that in order to make the dough adhere, Ihc was obliged to 
ufe a wooden frame, fuch as is employed in making cheefe. He 
had neither field, nor cow, butter, milk, nor animal food, and was 
cxifting in the moft deplorable condition. I confefs the prcfence 
of thofe doric pillars, contrafted with fo much poverty and mifery, 
irritated my feelings to fuch a degree, that I ihould not have been 
forry to fee them a heap of ruins. To what purpoie this paro- 
chial magnificence, while the pariihioners themfelves remain in a 
ftate of ftarvation ! " Down," laid I within myfelf, " down with 
the pillars, cupola, and temple ; give again to thefe poor wretches 
their wonted humble place of devotion, and inftead of wafting 
treafure on idle ihow, beftow it in cultivating the foil and giving 
them fubfiftence/* 

Nothing in fociety can be the fource of more melancholy to a 
feeling mind, than a quick and violent contrail: of extreme poverty 
and luxury. I remember to have experienced iimilar mournful 
refle6lions on the inequalities among men in the courfc of my 
travels through the Britifli dominions. It was in Ireland, where, 
happening to be with a hunting party, I perceived a hut formed 
from a dunghill ; on looking within, I faw naked children fleeping 
without any fort of covering for their bodies, with their father, their 
mother, and with hogs : and what liipported this miferable hovel? 
A wall of ten ffect high, which flirrounded " his honour's" park. 
With regard to the poor Finlander^ of whom I have been fpeak- 
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ing, I commtimcated my imprefliom to Mr. Caftrein^ who was 
afieded by my defcription, and promiied to take care of that un<* 
happy family. 

One of the wonders which our new friends were defirous to 
ihew 128 in our walks about Kemi> was a bell that was intended to 
be fixed in the dome of the new church. We were accompanied 
thither by Mr. Cailrein's fifters, and our expedition was confidered 
as a kind of iacred vifit. The great objed of our curiofity turned 
out to be a couple of bells of a moderate diameter : they were 
loaded with a number of Finlandiih infcriptions. The place 
where they were, was but at a little diftance from the minifter*s 
houie. Moft of our party, ourfelves excepted, were perfectly ac- 
quainted with the language of Finland ; and the ladies undertook 
to read the infcriptions, and tranilate them into Swediih. The 
prettieft girl in the company immediately read aloud, " Cai%o^' 
&c. &c. Scarcely had ihe pronounced the word, when we began 
to laugh like fools, and the ladies, ignorant of the caufe of our 
mirth, thought that catxo muft be a very laughable word, and 
therefore never ceafed repeating it in the whole courfe of our walk, 
at table, in converfation, and on all occafions. Let the reader 
judge what fort of effed this word, fo often repeated by the com- 
pany, muft have produced on the ears of two Italians. CatzOy in 
Finlandiih, fignifies here is. 

Mr. Caftrein, who wifhed to inftrud me in all the Finlandiih 
cuftoms, aiked me if I had ever bathed according to the ufage of 
the country ; and beiiig anfwered in the negative, faid, we fhould 
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then take the bath together, that I might bccomtwonn &mai«r 
with the manoers and cuftoms of the naCivcB. T4ie ffcone^ inl^ic 
fmall apartments of the btfth were accordingly heated, attdaTonng 
g*rr1 of eighteen years of age, who htfd the office of atteadii^^. in- 
formed m when every thing waa wady. After we eateied' the 
bath, the giil firit ftripped us naked, 'and then began to duow 
water as ufnal tipon the ftones. She prefented ua with a iia£ui 
of cold water, and tMfcK rods, with whicb W«i WttDe to £Mitdi our* 
felves. Feeling as a ftranger, I was quite out of countcsiaiice %t 
ftiy preftiit fituation^ but ftrovc to keep op my fjMritt by coo^ 
ftantly turning my ej^^es towards my companion, and ^mdeiivoiii^ 
ing to imitate, as much as poffible, his moft d3Lempfery kidif^ 
fcrcncc. The heat of the vapour rofc to fifty degrees of Celfiuat 
at firft I felt a violent oppreflion, and had it quickly angmented^ 
I believe, naked as I was, I ihould have made my«efeape fiom the 
bath ; but forcing myfelf to perfevere, I became gradually accuf- 
tomed to it, and after ibme time was able to fupport a' heat of 
65 degrees. Under this heat it was an esLtreme pleiimt to^dsow 
water upon the head, and to feel it running all over the body. 
The birchen rods were garaiihed with leaves, and by dipping them 
in the baibn of cold water, and afterwards kffaing the body, one 
enjoys nearly the fame fenfation. Having been abodt half an hmk 
in the bath, my friend Caftrein, as I declined being the firft td^fubL 
mlt to all the ufual difcipline of the place, entered upon theprocefs 
without delay, in order that I might fee how I ought to condu^ 
myfelf in my turn. The girl gave hita a little ftool to fit upoii, 

threw 



THROUGH FmLAND. 339 

tiirem CDld^mter ispoflt hi^headj ffuepzcd his hair^ and with Ibap aq4 
water walbcd-Jbds whole body^ apid rubbed hitn down ta the ^iidlc. 
She than, nrent to his feet, <aad rubbed his legs com^^bdy, parti'^ 
cularlj his miklts, and the tendon aohiUis. N|ean while I was ex« 
tctmetjr attenlivo^ and aloiofl: finpified at the whgle operaticm : 
bnfcwhat aAoniihed mcmoft wafi the perfed: apathy with -which 
the jnisxiAefi endnred this long and Simulating. pr9ce& When it 
came; to be my turn b^fubmitr iiaund myielf in a flate o£ cfXrcmc 
cinban»fliii«at--Tand ftt;l»ft I y»3. very glad tp get ofx my clothes, 
aiid>waik out of the bath* At quittifig iti we, made a pmeient of 
ieme hal^noe to thct girl : thia is a very ancient cuftoaaj^ to which 
evety mf&yidusi ^vatiably conforms, ^ and ^ obferved^even by a 
mailer towards .|u9 Arrant^ as ia the preient inilance. , This 
jtfdeai hw a petrtilpular appellation in the language of Finland, 
rMmtiy/buna f:afuk4^ 

Before we take our leave of Kemi^ it is proper i fhonld give 
£>me accowit of our botanical cTCuifions. Mr. Caftrein is an ex«- 
oelknt boteoifi:,. though lie. follows this purfuit more as an amufe^ 
ment than a branch of Audy • . It ia to him that the fcience is in- 
debted (of the discovery of a famous plant, viz. cyprlpedmm buj!^ 
h^m% which was firft icen by Kudbeck, in the year 1085, hut 
had never been found fince by any botanifty not even by the great 
LinQ0s«fi^'who pa&d this way in July, and coniequently a month 
after it .had been in fk>wer^ . This plant ikulks amo^g tibe under* 
wood and fir^^rees, which furmund the church of Kemi^ It mo- 
deftly leludes the prying eyes of the paflenger, and loves .the tem- 
. . X X 2 perate 



340 TRAVELS 

perate enjoyment of the fun*s rays> vrhLch can only reach it by in- 
finuating themielves between the branches of the bulhes that 
overfhadovir it. Dr. Smithy Pref. L. S. has giTcn us a colotixed 
figure of it extremely accurate and lively, which the reader may 
fee and admire in his collection of rare plants. This is one of the 
rareft as well as moft beautiful productions of the Nwth ; it is in* 
digenous in the pariih of Kemi. Hitherto it has been difcovcred 
no where elfe, except, as I have been infonned, in North Ame« 
rica. The other plants in flower which we obierved in this neigh- 
bourhoodj are the following : 

Daphne mezereum Ranunculus acris 

Vaccinium myrtilhis TroUius Europseus 

Lychnis dioica Caldia pahiftris 

Viola paluftris Arbutus uva urfi 

Viola canina Pinus abies 

Viok tricolor 

IN8£CT8. 

Cimez lacuftris Hunerobius lutorius 

Tipula juniperina 
As Mr* Caftrein, from his love to botany, and a hope of difco- 
vering new plants in the deferts of Lapland, had refolved to*attach 
himielf to our expedition, we accordingly fet out altogether from 
Kemi, and arrived at Tome& the iame day. We changed hories 
only once, which was at Leivaniemi, and we met with nothing 
worth mentioning on the whole road to Tomea, except the ra« 
vages which the inundations of the rivers had made this year, by 

throwing 
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>throwing down all the bridges^ and overflowing a vail trad of the 
furrotinding country, Spring-.tinQe« which in other countries is 
the feafon that brings along with it every thing grateful and of 
good preiagc, is here the foreruimer of misfortune^ and frequently 
of the moft terrible dilafters. The fnow, as it melts on the tops 
of the mountains, produces enormous fw^Us in the rivers whtch^ 
breaking up the ice, hurry along with them v«ft n^afles, heaped 
one upon another. Theie tear down, fweep before them, and 
lay wade every thing they meet in their courfe which may tend 
to oppofe their violence. 

In going to Tomea you are obliged to crofi in a ferry-bo^t, and 
leave the hories on the left bank of the river, which at this place 
is extremely broad and majeftic. At a imall diftance from the 
ipot where we entered the boat, is the church of Lower Tome&, 
from which there is a fine view of the towq^ and where we ufed 
fometimes to amufe ourlelves by contemplating the fun at mid* 
night. There is a very good inn at Tomea, and we found the hoik 
extremely civil and obliging* 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER 3CXVI. 

Maiipertniss Defcriptlon of Tome — Account of this Town, by the 

Author — The Climate — View of the Sun at Midnight — ProJpeS 

from the Church of Lower Tonieh — Harbour of Tbrnea — State 

of the Bothnian Gulf in this Vicinity — Trade^ of the Town — 

Some Travellers mentioned that have vifited Tornea — Infcriptions 

» 
preferved in the Church at Julasjervi. 

TpROM the time that Maupcrtuis, and the other French aca* 
-*• demicians^ travelled into this country to meafurc a decree, 
as a mean of aicertsuning the a^al figure of the earthy Toraei 
emerged from its obfcurity> and is now well known to all the 
world. The firft advance it made towards fame was not in its 
favour. Maupertuis*s dcfcription of it, %^hich he read in the aca- 
demy atParis^ inspired every breaft with tender commiferation for 
the poor inhabitants, who had the misfortune to be bom in {o 
miferable a town. ** The town of Tornea," he fays, " on our 
" arrival there on the 30th of December, prefented an afpeA truly 
" frightful. The low houfes, from bottom to top, were funk in 
" the fnow, which hindered the light from entering in by the 
*' windows, while the fnow always falling, or ready to fall, ob- 
** ftrudcd the rays of the fun, which was feldom vifible even for 

*' a few 
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'' a few minutes at mid-day. In the month of January the cold 
" was fo great, that the thermometers of Reaumur, which fell 
"14 degrees below the freezing point at Paris during the great 
" froft of the remarkable winter of 17.09, here fell to 37 degrees* 
" Spirits of wine froze. On opening the door of a warm room, 
f* the ext^m»l air ruihing in, inftantly converted the vapour within 
" into, a fleece of fiiow. On going out of the ipopv onc*3 bveail 
" was as it were torn by tHe air : every mqment . there appeared^^^ in 
" the cracking noife made by the burfting of the wood of the 
" houfes, threatening fymptoms that the intenfenefs of the Qold 
" would be ftill farther increafcd. Fropi the fojiitud?. that reigijcd 
" in the ftreets, one would have fuppofed all the inhabitants to 
" be dead : in (hort, at TomcS there were to be feen pecfi>n8.wl|o 
" had been mutilated by the froft; fomc had loft their legp and 
V armp. The cojd, always very great in thofe. parts, was often {q 
" fevere as to prove fatal to thofe who were expofed to it. A fud- 
" den tempcft of fnow at times menaced ftill greater danger. 
" The wind fc^mod toWiow at once from every quarter of heaven, 
" and with fuch violence, as to throw down the chimneys of 
<V houfes. Any one who fhould be caught in fuch a ftorm in the 
^' country, would in vain endeavour to find his way by means of 
" his acquaintance with places, or marks made by trees. He is 
" blinded by the fnow, and plunges into fomc abyfs if he move 
*' a ftep." 

If the academician draws a frightful pifture of Tome&, which 
he faw only in winter, we are in a condition to fupply its counter- 
part 
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part in fnmmcr, and efiace the traces of thoie melancholy im- 
prcflions which his exaggerated defcription may have left on the 
imagination of the reader. 

The town of Tornea contains a population of fcarcdy iijt hun* 
dred fouls. The houfes are almoft entirely of a fingle ilory, 
though high enough to exclude the moiflure of the fnow ih win- 
ter. The merchants of Tomed inhabit the fouthem part of the 
town, which they have been at pains to embelliib, and render as 
agreeable as poffible : they have made a public walk, laid out 
gardens, planted ibme trees, and have ftudied by their induiby to 
compenfate for the defeds of nature. The obicure days of win- 
ter are counterbalanced by the almoft continual preience of the 
fun in fummer, and their 48 degrees of cold, to which the mer- 
cury falls in one feafbn, are exchanged for 27 of heat, to which 
it rifes in the other ; for thefe are the two extremes of the ther* 
mometer that have been obfcrved in Tomea.* 

The town is almofl entirely encircled by the river Tornea, 
which fpreads itfelf here in a mi^eflic ibream. The oppofite 
banks prefent a number of cottages and farm houfes, which the 
river, when quiet and undifturbed, reflcds from its pellucid waters. 
Northward you fee a fmall elevation, on the top of which fland 
feveral wind- mills, and lower down to the north-eafl are fbme 
meadow grounds and cultivated fields. It is commonly from one 
of thofe wind' mills that travellers view the fun at midnight in 

* See De la Motraye's Travels, vol. ii. p. 288. He was in Tornea 19th May, 
ni3» and found all the town deftroyed by the Mufcovites. 

the 
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the month of June ; but the place moft particularly calculated 
for enjoying this fpedacle, is the church of Lower Tomea, fituated 
on the ifle Biorkon, about a mile from the town. Befides feeing 
the fun entirely above the horizon at this point of view, the eye 
commands the environs of Tomea^ the two mountains Bakamo 
and Korpekila> and the town itfelf, which is built upon the little 
ifland, or rather peninfula, of Swenfar. The houfes, and the 
church with its fteeple, being reflefted from the fmck>th furface 
of the river, afford a very pleating pifture. 

Merchant (hips, that fail up the gulf of Bothnia, may come 
aJmofl: clofe to the town ; and indeed, anciently, Tornea was 
famed for its excellent harbour. The fand, which the iea carries 
into the northern parts of the gulf, ieems to threaten ruin in the 
courie of time to the trade of this province : for it appears to me 
certain, almoft to demonftration, that the ports of Tomea, Ulea- 
borg, and fome other places in the northern quarter of the gulf, 
lofe in depth of water every yean 

This town was founded is confequence of ah order of Charles 
IX. when he pafled through this province in the year l6o2. The 
articles of their export trade are butter, taflow, ialted and dried 
meat, ialted and fmoked ialmon, ftromingen, which are a ipecies of 
fmall herrings,* planks, and timber for building, tar, Ikins of rein 
deer, foxes, wolv^, ermines, and of other animals belonging to the 
country, with a vaft quantity of birds. The articles they import 

* Clupea harengus minor ; membras veterum. 
. Vol. I. . Y y are 
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are corn, flour, fait, hemp, flax, woollen cloth, coarfe linens, to- 
bacco, and fpicea. 

In the winter feafcm the merchants travel in their fledges to 
different fairs, where they buy of the Laplanders their moft va- 
luable furs, and give them in exchange fi(h, meat, meal, and 
braAdy. Some of them pr6ceed as far a^ Archangel, and others 
to Alten in NonVegian Lapland. They carty on a contraband 
trade, which is the moft profitable of all others ; and as the boun- 
daries which divide Norwegian from Swedifli Lapland, are but ill 
guarded, they eafily convey from one fide to the other fuch articles 
of commercial fpeculatioti as they find moft advantageous. They 
fend to Stockholm great loads of ialted flefh of the rein-deer, and 
an infinite number of birds. There are years itt which they ex- 
port thither to the amount of four thousand birds^ which in win>^ 
ter willkccp for fome months without fpoiling in the leaft. 

A view of the fun at midnight in Tomea, has always been 
regarded as an otgeA fingularly intercftiiig ; ahd hence a ^ciy 
confidirable number of travellers have vifited this place. I was 
at pains to feck out and t^e down the names of fuch a^ are moil: 
diftinguiftied for their curiofify, literary labours, and merit, and 
who have a right to be added to the lift of men of letters. Per- 
haps it will not be unacceptable to my readers to fee fuch of the 
names as I have been able to colle<%, which are the following : 
I begin with the firft French traveller in this country 

In the year / L r ; ' 

lC81 Jean Franc Regnard, de Felcourt & de Corberou. 
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In the year 

iOo4 King Charles XI. of Sweden. 

1695 The profeffors Spoil and Billberg, f^nt by King Charles XI. 

to obfervc the elevation of the fun at midnight. 
1O95 Profcffor Olaus Rudbeck^ for the purpofe of making dif- 

qoveries in natural hiftofy. 
169O John Ulric Wcftmiillcr. 
171 8 Aubris de la Motrayc, who has printed his travels in Eng- 

li(h, which, in general, are very accurate as to what re- 
lates to X^apland. 
1736 The preiident Gyllingrifs, who has publiibed bb remarks 

on this country in Swediih. 
1 730 Maupertuis, Outhien, Sommeceiiix^ D'Herbelot, and Ccl- 

iius. 
1 769 Mr. Mallet, profeflbr of aftronomy. He paired by Tomea 

in ]m way to Pellp, where he was to obierve the traniit 

of Vcmis over the Sun, 
1783 The Marquk Paul Arcooati Vifcontir 

1 786 Mr. Marey, a French emigrant. 

1 787 Le Chevialier Statella, knight of Malta. 
— — Le Marquis de Tourbie. 

■ ■■ William Langhoro, an American, famous for his walking. 
He paiTed the mountains during fummer to enter Nor- 
way, aad returned on his way to Archangel. 
-'— — Jolm Stuart, ao. American. 

1791 Dr. Quen^e], a Swede, for the purpofe of making re- 
fearches in natural hlftory, paxticularly in entomologjr. 
Yy2 1702 
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In the year 

1 792 The prcfident Vcfvrotti, with Mr. Outiverou, fecrctary 
of legation to the Spanifh embafly. 
■ Mr. Lifton, minifter from England at the court of Sweden. 
" John Scheller, a German, who has publiflied his travels. 



1 796 Le Due de Chartres (now Duke of Orleans), with Mr. 
Montjoye, incog, under the names of MuUer and Fro- 
befg. 
1 799^ Mr. Bernardo Bellotti, from Brefcia ; Jofeph Acerbi, from 
CaftelgofFredp ; Colonel Skioldebrand, from Stockholm ; 
Mr. Julin of Uleaborg. 

Mr. Clark, with Mr. Cripps, two Englifhmen. 

—— Mr. Swamberg, fecretary of the academy of fciences^ at 
Stockholm, ient to verify Maupertuis^s meafurement of 
a degree. 
Lmnasus of courfe came to Tomea in his travels through Lap- 
land, but I do not exadUy remember the year. See. Iter Lappon. 

Some of thofe pertbns penetrated as far north as Jukasjervi, 
and a few of them went even beyond it. It has been the com- 
-mon praAice for travellers to purfue the direftion of north-, weft, 
as it has always been fuppofed, that to fteer due north is im- 
pofiible. In the church of Jukasjervi there is a book, in which, 
in imitation of Regnard who firft came to this place> they have 
had the ambition to write their names, and to (hew their talents 
as men of wit. As it is a colledion which ihews the genius of 
the men, and of no great length, I thought I fliould not difpleafc 
the reader by laying it before him. 

No.L 
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No. I. 
^' GalUa nos genuit, vidit nos Africa, Gangem 
^' Haufimus, Europamque oculis luftravimus omnem, 
. ^^ Cafibus et variis adi terraque manque 
^^ Siftimus hie tandem, nobis ubi defuit orbis. 

" Des Fcfcourt, de Corbcrou, Regnard, at Jukasjeryi, 

'* iSthAuguft, i68i." 

Every body knows Rcgriard and his dramatic performances. 
He was the firft Frenchman who took it into his head to travel fo 
far to the north ; and he was <b enchanted with his fuccefs, that 
he fancied he had reached the end of the world, though he might 
have continued his journey two hundred miles farther in the fame 
dircftion', without having a right to employ the laft line of his 
infcription. If we could believe him, he met with a French 
blackfinith in Lapland, who told him, that in his whole life he 
had fecn but one traveller in that country, and that was an Italian. 
Upon his return to France he publiftied his travels through Lap- 
land, full of untruths and exaggeration, written rather to amufe 
than inftruA, though the book made much noife at the time. He 
fays, for example, " That he met blackfmiths in Lapland, who 
^' had the fkin of their hands fo hardened and callous, that they 
** could hold melted lead for fome time in the hollow of the 
" hand.'* He alfo tells you, " That the eagles carry up into the 
".air the young rein-deer^ and that thcpetitsgriswd ermines hang 
« themfelves on a tree in autumn, to prevent their dying of hun- 

*' ger in winter, &c." 

No. IJ. 
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No. 11. 

" Gallia mihi lucem dedit, et liberum An^ia portum ; utraque me 
" Qermania, Gracda Magna Minorque, mons Jovis, ac Barcellona, 
" Herculifque columns, ambae Afiae, Italia, Africa, hifque oppofita 
" Melite, Euxina et Maeotica, Cafpia, Baltica nee non littora viderunt, 
*' vidit Polus Arfticus ipfe, et mihi inocciduum oftendit Lapponia fo- 
" lem ; proque cibo et potu carnem et lac rangiferinum praebuit, ut 
" Tartaria olim praebebat equinum. 

" Haec fcribebat ad Jukasjerviam rediens ex Tomiavenfi lacu Aubris 
" de la Motraye, Magnac Britanniae fubditus, 13 Junii, 171 8.** 

Mr. Motraye fecms to have been a traveller of confequence. 
It appears from his biographer, that he lived in particular habits 
of friendfliip with Charks the Xlltb, king of Sweden. When he 
printed his Travels in England, he does not ieem to have been 
quite pleafcd with his infcription at Jukasjervi, which is neither 
verfe nor profe (as he would make us believe that he wrote it 
extempore), and he has altered it in the following manner:— 

^' Me genetrix tenuk bis denis amplius annis, 
^^ Gallia, me Italia, Africa terra, Britannica regna, 
** Ambae Afiae, Melite fterili vicina Cofyrae, 
** Utraque me Germania, Graecia Magna Minorque, 
** Urbes Tarraco, Barcinon, Herculeaeque columnae, 
^^ Euxina et Moeotica, Cafpia, Baltica nee non 
•* Littora viderunt ; vidit Polus Arfticus ipfe, 
^^ Ac mihi inocdduum oftendit Lapponia folem, 
^ Proque dbo ac potu carnem et lac rangiferinum 

" Pracbuit, 
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" Praebuit, ut quondam praebere folebat cquinum 

**Tartaria. 

" A. dc la Motrayc, die 23 Junii, 1718."* 

N0..IIL 
" Benche un fecolo piu tardi, fpinto per6 da non minor curiofita, 
«< dalla Lombardia il Marchefe Paolo Arconati Vifc6nti vifito quefto 
" luogo ai 5 di Juglio, 1783." 

No. IV. 
^^ Eft terra antiqua ubere gleba potens, Lingones Colucreviri, Bur» 
<c gundiam nunc Galli cognomine dicunt, haec mihi patria. Plures per- 
** lufbravi regiones : vidit me Germanus, fuperbi viderunt Britanni, et 
" quos dives pafcit Flandria^ atram vomere qui paludem exercuerunt 
^ Batavi, qui bibunt Viftulam Danubiumque, horrentes Alpum qui te- 
** nent rupes, Tiberis qui facrum colunt littus, plures que alii. Poft va- 
^^ rios cafus et magna difcrimina rerum^ polares appuli ad aras, inocci- 
«c duum folem, rangiferorumque gelidum ubi Lapponem ubera vidi 
^' preflantem. Curfus fuit ad locum quam Waida-Kafta dicunt, nuUus 
'^ ubi antea penetravk viator. Multum fui et terns jaftatus et cataraftis, 
^' multum quoque et culicibus paffus ; rediens ex his defertis, et pro- 
^' perans in Galliam fedes ubi fafa dederunt jucundiores, Jukasjervino 
" banc in templo appofui infcriptionem^ 7 Julii, 1796." 

" Marcy, a native of France, who alone have travcrfed the de- 
ferts of Lapland/* 

" Tombeau de la nature efiroyables rivages 

" Que Tourfe difpute encore a Thomme fiiuvagc.'' t 

♦ See his Travels, vol. il. p. 32S. 

t Prou» in Ixis Tragedy of Guftavus Vafa. 

No. V. 
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No. V. 
<^ Non mihi £ama fed hofpitalitatis et gratitudinis teflimonium. 

" S. Stewart, civis orbis 3^ Julii, 1787/' 

No. VI. 
" Juftice bids mc record thy hofpitable fame, and teftify it by my 
" name. W. Langhorn, United States of America, July 23, 1787." 

No. vn. 

" Gallia me genuit. Gallia ! heu glorioia, hodie contempta, eras 
^' forfitan nihil ! Re^ fidelis, patria, fub rege quondam felice, nunc 
'* plebeiana tyramiia opprdsa, emigravi-; Magnam Britanniam, Hif- 
^^ paniamque cognofcebam ; pnmum Italian, poftea Hungarian vidi, 
*^ Helvetiam revifens per totam Germaniam, Poloiiiam, Mofcoviam, 
^^ Rufliam peregnnatus, per Finlandiam Stockholnuam acceifi, unde 
^^ in Lapponiam incurri, in fodetate Frandfd Outaveri I£^ani na- 
^^ tione, ex Nallia in regno Murdae. Hofpitium dedit venerandus ad- 
" modum Jukasjervenfis paftor TJanid Engelmark, cui teftimonium 
^< gratitucfinis meae hie affero.'^ 

" Carolus Ricardus de Vefvrotti, vir nobilis exDijonc in Burgundia, 
" Praefes in fuprema nationum curia has vifitavit regiones, die 4 Feb- 
" ruarii, 1792/* 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 

Refidence at Tome&^^Some IndivtduaJs of this Place mentioned — A 
new Addition to the traveUinf^ Party : Enumeration of thefcien^ 
tijic Perfons that novo compofed it^-^Departure from Tornea — Some 
topographical Remarks on the Environs — Face of the Country be* 
tween Tornea and Upper Tornea — Different Stages that arepqffed 
— Salmon Fifhery — Particular Method of catching thefe Fi/k — An 
old Man ferving for a Guide-^A Bathing-place^ after the Fin^ 
landi/h Fafhion — Hand-^mills for grinding Com — A few Plants 
mentiofted. 

TXURING our ftay at Tornci we became acquainted with 
"*^^ every perfon who was at all difpofcd to be fbciable. The 
moft confiderable merchant of the town is Mr. Richard^ a man 
well acquainted with the concerns of his country, and pofleiTed 
of a great ihare of natural good fenfe : he has been always a re- 
prefentative in the national diet, and is the moft corpulent man 
I ever faw in any country. The burgomafter of Tomea was ex- 
tremely polite and obliging. We received civilities from the maf^ 
ter of the town-fchool, who fpeaks French, and is a man of ibme 
merit : he lives, much againft his inclinadon, in {o remote a coro- 
ner of the North : he is fettered to the place by the ties of a wife 
Vol. L Z z and 
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and children. We likewife had the good fortune of being in- 
troduced to Dr» Deutfch, a perfon of gentle and engaging man* 
ners, and at the fame time very ikilful in his profeffion. He is a 
great lover of the fhidy of natural blilory, and had by his own in- 
duflry made a very pretty coUeAion of Swediih and Laplandiih 
io&dU^ and one of plants: he had alfo made fome progrefs lA 
caUe<Aing bitxis* He had conihti^d a fmdl eledrical machine, 
and 1ms own ingenuity had fupplied the want of thofe means 
w^ch are fo eaiily obtained in the more foutbern countries. 

U^n becoming acqufdnted with the Dodor^ we found him fo 
intdligent a man> that irc were deiiroiifi to induce hinr to become 
ooc of our party^ and therefolc made the propo&l to htm> which 
far accepted ; more indeed^ I believe, from a love of fbia^ce, and 
particularly^ of natural hiftory, than from any other confidcration. 
His profeffion would not admit of a longer abfcncc than a fort- 
9>g)rt ; but, to oblige us> he obnfented to ff> with us as far ai 
Kengis-btuk. We now only wanted one individual to complete 
9ur caratan. We had in Mr. Caftrein a very good botanift ; in 
Mr. JuliU) a miaeralogift ; in Dr. Deut&h, an excellent entomo* 
logift { ift Colonel Skialdebiand> a landscape painter. As for me^ 
I ch»igpd ^myielf with the article <^omithd€^y» and th« office of 
dkgj^fkifkg the commnf^catioos of my feHow-*travellers^ who every 
evening gave me the names of the fpecimens they had founds 
with.dueic-ow^ oblerivatiens upon them. Never bad any journey 
a n>ose fvomiiix^ appearance at the outiet ; nor could Lapland 
evcf l^fLMc a chance o£ being explored in a manner more ^ee* 

able. 
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able, more inftniftivc, and at the fame time more ufcful. No- 
thing was wanting to render our travelling OQippany quite com- 
pleat but one man ; this was Mr. Secretary Swaniberg, whom w^ 
iaw at Toraea, and who was on his way to Lapland, being com* 
miiCloned by the academy of fciences at Stockholm tp aTcertaia 
the truth of the operations of Maupertuia and his coUeague9» 
which were undertaken at the fame time that Condamine failed 
for South America. An aftronomer and mathematician added to 
our philofophical ftafi* would hare made us the moft nfpdSMAc 
corps that ever tiaverfod the moimtatns of Lapland. He was 
our friend, and deiired nothing moce itnoercly ; but thf fliip 
which had on board his quadrant and other matbeoa^tical inftni"* 
i^ents of obiervatioQ, was not arrived ; and its arrival was fo urn- 
certain, that we could not hazard a delay, as our time bepame 
^very hour more precious. We therefi>re refblved to depart^ and 
proceed with all expedition to Upper Tomea, where we propo6d 
to begin, a more accurate couric <^obiervation. 

The p«mnfula of Sweoiar, upon which the town of Tomei b 
fituatcd, h9» by fomc bee» very improperly called an {/land, ft 
is joined to the coaiinent by a tongve of land, which, iadeed, k 
overflowed when the river is high ; but ftiH horfes in carta «e 
able to ford it> and ihe people frequently pa6 it upon Ac^piog- 
fiones : it canoot therefore be confidei^ as a& iilaad. 

From Toniftft to Upper Tomei wse pcsiceived no aheratiott tn 
the natxire of th« country^ i»or in the bonfo or lAhaMtattts of 
Finland* The caav(;nieoce of travelling i$ the fame* and you find 

Z z 7 hories 
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horfes all the way. The road is naturaHy good, and Icept in- ex- 
cellent repair: Imt at Upper Tornea every thing termmates ; yori 
inftantly obferve that you arc about to enter aa uncultivated 
cDuntiy, and to take leave of the eiviKzed world. Nq more 
horfes, no road, no lodging for paflengers, except a fort of caravan* 
fary, which the merchants of Tornei have provided for their ac- 
commodation in travelling in winter to the different fairs, which 
are held at places extremely remote. Without anticipating our 
detail, we wiM premife a Iketch of the country and objcAs that 
fell under our notice en the route to Ofver, or Upper Tornea. 

The environs of TorneS are extremely naked of wood : it Wte 
in great abundance formerly ; but at prefent none retoains, except 
in one diftrift, where it is preftrved by a proprietor for the pur- 
pole of harbouring game. • ' / 

Wc changed horfes at Kukko, which Kcs at the diftancc oi feven 
miles from Tornea. Kukko, m the language of Finland, fsgnifies 
cock, and it is probably the name for a particular (pecics df that 
bird, whofo crowing has fome analog to the note of the cuckoo. 
The line of the road runs pretty clofe to the river Torneai. After 
Kiikko we paffed very near to the vilk of Mr. Richard, the mer- 
chant of Tomea^ wha is fond of a country life, and devoted to 
agricultural pufrfuits. He has laid out a ^rden, which he culti- . 
vates with great cave, and in whk:h he has made repeated teiala 
to raife various exotic fraits and plants. His gardener told us- he 
had attempted to rear apple trees, which had taken root and ^« 
cctdcd for three years, but then died. The .only plant in flower 

when 
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when wc were there was bellis pfrremtis ; but the following grow 
in the neighbourhood : herheris vulgaris^ corylus cpueUana, tuUpa^ 
narci/^as, aqnilegia, torpeolwrtj paonia, dianthas, ribes. 

We again changed horfes at Frankila, a village confiiling of a 
few wooden houfes, nine miles from Kukko* We faw here fomc* 
women wboie looks were mild and rather agreeable ; the chil* 
dren too of a good appearance; but we were ftruck at the fight of 
their bread, which is made of two thuds ilraw, cut very fmall, 
and one third of meal. From Frankila you &e at a diilance the 
mountain Ntvavara, where ftill remains the fignal poll which the 
French academicians ereded on its fummit to aifift in their trL-^ 
gonometrical operations; 

After Frankila you change hories Korpicula (korpi fignifies a 
wood, lula place), a distance of about eiglit miles. In this place 
the river Tomca forms a bafbn of tranquil and gentle water^ 
which fiicceeds the boiilerous tumult of a fall or cafcade, called 
Matkakoiki. The river prcfents no pleafing view in this vicinity. 
We found in a houfe hard by ibme peaiants employed in making| 
their fifhti^ nets ; there was one who fnK>ked from fo ihort a 
pipe, that my companion remarked it, &ying to me in Italian^ 
ehe piccola pippa. The Finlander who was frooaking, underilood 
perfedly our Italian, and repeated as he turned round to us, laughs 
ing, picco pippOs pkc9pippo; piccQ denoting in Finlaodiih the fame 
as ptccoh in Italian. 

Eight miles from Korpicula is the church of Kirkixneki fiirh*^ 
fignifying chvrch, meJti, a hill)^ iituated upon an eminence. Abouft, 

halt 
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half way the noifc of the river, which is heard at a conilderablc 
diftance, fuggcfted to us the idea of a cataraA ; and having, in 
confequencc of this circumftance, traverfed a wood, with a pca- 
fant for our guide, we came to the place from which the found 
proceeded, and found that it was occafioned by the vehemence 
and rapidity of the river forcing itfelf through a narrow paflage^ 
Here we fell in with two or three parties fitting for ialmon, and 
we helped them to draw a net, which contained five or fix filh of 
very confiderable fize. 

The conunon method of catching ialmon in the North is by 
driving a palifadc, which extends from one bank as far as the 
middle of the river, and fometimes even to the oppoiite fide : 
between the flakes of the p^iiade they put branches of trees,. or 
perhaps net- work, whidi hinder the ialmon from a&ending the 
itream, and leave only one opening wheie the fiih may pafs 
through, but where they have placed a net which is ready to re« 
ceive them* It is not permitted to make their lax'-pata, the Fia« 
landiih term for the paliiade, longer than a certain meafiiire, and 
they pay in proportion to its length, and alio its proximity to the 
mouth of the river ; for fuch as are high up the river can only 
catch the falmon that eicape all the fiihers below them. This 
palifade, or lax-pata, is always iet where the river is moft noiiy» 
and where it forms a fidl. The people of the country Ihew an in-? 
credible dexterity in. walking along thofe ilakes, which the' force 
of the current ihakes in a iiirprifing manner : wonocn and children 
tri^ Qytx them with wcmderfiil adioitneft and fiKrility. We wifliQi 

to 
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to give them OUT affiftancc m drawing their nets, arid hy a great 
exertion of courage, we got over almoft one third of the palifadc, 
but if one of my companions had not dcfiftcd in time, his head 
becoming giddy by the motion of the water under his feet, he 
muft have dropt into the river. The children and even the men 
themfelvei are fometimes too confident of their agility, fo that 
fcarce a year pafles without fbme of them falling in and being 
drowned, the current being too ftrong for a boat to be of any ufe 
to them. 

The addrefs with which the Finlahders drive their ftakcs into 
the bottom of the river, at places where the current is extremely 
rapid, dcferves likewife to be noticed, as an operation highly dan- 
gerous as well as difficulty and to which thofc poor people ibme- 
times fall vidims. 

In getting to this part bf the river wx went nearly an Englifh 
mile out of the road, where we left our hories. Our guide, who 
led us acrofi a fmall wood of firs by narrow footpaths, was upon 
his return to vifit his cow-houfe, which ftood in the mldft of the 
wood. We could not avoid feeling interefted for this man. He 
was feventy-five years of age, and had'fervcd in the war of Pome- 
rania, or, as it is comnaonly called, the fevcn years war : he ipc4ce 
German a little, had been ieveral times wounded, and, as an \n^ 
valid, had a piece of ground affigned to him. In this Ipot, icpa- 
rated from the world, his indofliry had improved his little £3rtune 
io as to enabk him to live comfortably with liis wife and chi^ 
dreh, and to feed eight cows, whofe gpod condition a&)rded hita 
infinite pteafure. 



jSd travels 

We took leave of our aged companion^ and were puriumg our 
journey, when a ftorm and violent fall of rain obliged us to take 
refuge in a houfe upon an eminence on the left fide of tbe river. 
Here we had an cxtenfivc profped, which prefented to our view 
different diftriAs of the country overflowed by the river Tomea. 
This houfe had a bath quite in the tafle of Finland, and we 
amufcd ourfclves by looking at the men and women who entered 
into the bathing room. The men undrefTed themfelves in the 
houfe, and ran naked into the bath, which is at a diflance of fif- 
teen or twenty feet from the dwelling-houfc. The women, it is 
true, took off their clothes in the bathing-place itfclf, but they 
threw their petticoats on the outfide, and thus were obliged to 
come out, like fo many Eves, to put them on. They threw their 
clothes out of the room to prevent their becoming wet by the va* 
pour of the bath. When they were all in the midft of the bath, 
my curiofity influenced me to run in alfb to fee what was going on, 
and to flation my thermometer in a comer of the bath for the 
purpofe of afcertaining the heat ; but it was fb infupportable, that 
being abfolutely unable to breathe, I made my way out as fafl as I 
went in, having had fcarcely time to look around me. I twice 
attempted to place my thermometer in the room, but I was obliged 
to call my Finlandffh interpreter, who was more accuflomed to 
it, and I found that the heat was 65 degrees of Celfius. 

At Kirkomeki we met with what I may call an excellent lodg- 
ing, and a very polite landlady, who was not of the fame claft 
with the peafantry, but a relation of a merchant in Tome&. In 

a finall 
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a fmall houie adjoining^ I faw a kind of hand-mill to grind com 
for the family : it confided of two round ftones^ in the uppermoft 
of which was inierted a ftick» whofe other extremity pafled 
through a hole in a triangular boards which was faflened to the 
comer of the room. 

Proceeding fix miles beyond Kirkomeki, we arrived at Niemis 
which word fignifies^ in the language of the country, a promon- 
tory : here we changed horfes for the laft time. It is a groupe 
of finall wooden houfes, where we faw fome little boats on the 
river Armesjoki : the. place is a finall dependency of Tomca. 
Farther on you have a view of a mountain named Luppio, which 
is compofed of rocks that are ieemingly falling into ruins. 

From Niemis to Upper Tomea is. eight miles: this is the lafl 
ilage of the journey. The road is mountainous, and in fome 
places fb full of fandj as to render it extremely fatiguing to the 
horfes. WeTeached Upper Toraei on the eighteenth of June in 
the afternoon. The plants which we fotod in flower, in the 
cpurfe of this route« were the following : 

Menyanthes trifoliata Comus fiiecica 

Trientalis Europasa Leontodon taraxacum 

Betula nana Rubus chamoemorus 

Andromeda polifolia Rubus ardicus. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Stale of the Road from Tornea to Vfper Tornel^^The People that 
hthahlt this TraSl of Country — Ofver Tornea, or Upper Torrua 
— The Superintendent Minifter of that Pari^^Ho^tality of the 
Clergy f and their Attention to Travellers — Vt/lt to Mount Ava» 
faxa : the Accettnt which Maupertuts has given of this MwnfMi, 
very accurate — 'Remains of Signals upon the Mountain — InfeSs and 
Plants found on, or near Mount Avafaxa. Flora Avajaxen/is^-^ 
Meat kept very long in the cold Seafoit— Departure from Upper 
Tornea : Lo/s of one follow Traveller who returned home* 

rr^HE whole of the road from Tornea to Upper Tornea is to- 
-** krablj well formed^ and kept^ as I obfenred before, m good 
repair, and of a fufficient breadth to admit of tfarelling in anj fort 
of carriage : it has been made in the course of th^ laft thirty years. 
When De la Motraye* was in this country, he was obliged toper- 
form his journey in a boat. Travellers ihould contrive it ib as 
never to have occafion for more than four horfos at a time, as you 
meet with ftages where there are no more to be foimd. If it 
(hould fo happen that a greater number is wanted, the company 
ihould divide into two parties, one going on a day before the 

* Sec his Travels. 
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otker^ who will have the fame hories after they are returned from 
thefirft. 

The country rlies into fmall hills, which here and there are 
covered with pine and fir-trees. In the vicinity of rivers, and in 
marfliy ground, the willow and birch-tree fcctn to be favourites 
of the foil. The profped affords nothing very interefting, except 
the continual prefence of the fun, which, as he never leaves the 
horizon, renders travelling by night extremely agreeable. 

The inhabitants, on the whole of this route, are of the true 
Finnifli race, and (peak the genuine language of Finland ; they 
all have the iame habits, the fame ftature, tfaa Came dreis, the 
iame wants, and the &me manner of living. 

Ofvct Tomea, or Upper TcMiiea, is the pariih which has the 
fuperintendence of all the clergy and churches of diat part of 
Lapland, which is in the dependence of Tome&. The head mini- 
Ikci of the pariih is the reverend Mr. Swamberg. Having paid our 
compliments to him, he infifted on our lodging at his houfe with 
our whole company, ten peribns in all. The place where travel- 
Un commonly ilop, is the village of Mattarange, at the diftance 
of about a hundred yards from the clergyman's houfe ; but Mr. 
Cafhein, who was of our party, being himfelf a fuperintendent, 
and of the fame rank with Mr. Swamberg> could not have re;- 
mained with us, or done lefs than ileep at the houfe of a brother 
clergyman. There was fHU a more cogent reafbn for our lodging 
with Mr. Swamberg, namely, that at Mattarange the accommo[- 
dattons are miferably bad, and would not have been capacious 
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enough to hold all our party. Beiides, it i^ an eftabliihed cufiom, 
and generally followed by every traveller throughout the Swedifh 
dominions^ the great road excepted^ to go diredly to the clergy- 
nian* s houie,. and to afk for a changLber to lodge in^ with the fame 
^eedom as you would ufe at an inn ; £>r the public houies kept 
by; the peafants are fo very bad» that it b ioipoffible.for decent 
company to ftay in them. The clergy, who, for the moft part, are 
wealthy,, and wearied with the dull uniformity of living in thoie 
fequeftered regions, cut off from all fociety, are extremely happy 
to receive a ftranger who is acquainted with what is pafling in 
the world, and with whom they may converfc of public and of 
private tranfadions. He is entertained in .a iuperior ftyle, and 
treated with the moft delicious fare they can procure* 

The clergy almoft imiverfally (peak Latin, fome few German, 
and as they have. had a college education, you find one now and 
then who (peaks a little French : with the help of the(e languages 
you make your(elf underftood by the mafter of the family, but one 
fu^rs a vaft difadvantage in not being able to (p^, in fome de- 
gree, the language of the country. In the hou(es of the clergy you 
(bmetimes meet with extremely handfome and amiable youfig 
ladies, who having for the greateft part been educated in a town, 
or amidft the pleafures and diffipation of the capital, return home 
with a certain polifh in their manners, which is by no meam cal- 
culated to render folitude plea(ing, or to diipoie their minds to fup- 
port the contraft, and fudden. change of (ituations, with philo(bphi- 
cal equanimity. Thelc young women, however, like their, mothers, 

. . (peak 
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fpeak in general only their native tongue ; and yet nothing can be 

more agreeable to them than the arrival of a traveller, and, above 

all, a young ftrtogcr of good appearance, who can one w^y or 

another make them underftand him. His faults in ipeaking feem 

to be as many graced of ipeech, his ideas are always applauded as 

original, conflantly found entertaining, and either at once under- 

ftood or guefled. The more diftant the country from which he 

comes, the more interefting is his perfon ; they contemplate his 

face, furvey him from head to foot ; are unable to reftrain a fmile 

of pleafure in feeing him, and in bearing him fpeak : the gayety 

of the family difHifes itfelf from the faces of the mailers to thofe 

of the fervants, and even defcends to the cat and dog, which, on 

his account, dine and fup better than ufual. As they are at a 

io/s to diilinguilh between a pleafant and cheerful entertainment, 

and that of a uielefs and troublefbme profuiion ; in order to mark 

their perfed good will to oblige you> they almofl: iiifibcate you 

with tea, coffee, chocolate, liqueurs^ punch, and drink of all kinds, 

which iiicceed one another, in contempt of all order, with an op* 

preifive rapidity. The moment of departure is always melan-' 

clioly : you fancy it impoilible to quit a houfe where you are the 

objeA of fuch unwearied attention and politenefs. Sometimes the 

young ladies will make ufe of ibme ftratagem in order to detain 

you ; and I will honeftly confefs, that I have occafionally got into 

the carriage when my heart was well difpoied to remain. 

• Such was the unbounded ho^itality we experienced in the 

houfe of the reverend Mr. Swamberg. His daughters were pretty, 

lively, 
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lively, tnd poiTcfled fome degree of nataral wit One of them 
played on the piano-forte, and tolerably well for a dilettante of 
that climate. There is an organift here for the fcrvice <rf the 
church. The organ is a pretty good one, and was the cbjeA of 
the fflinifter's higheft ambition^ who has the honour to be clergy- 
man of the mofl northern church in Europe^ that has an organ. 
We paffed two days in the focicty of this family, which, owing to 
the many different avocations that fucceeded to each other with 
great rapidity^ appeared very ihort. 

Our vifit to mount Avafaxa was the pleafanteft and moft in* 
terefting of all our excurfions. It is ccmceming this mountain 
that Maupertuis fpeaks in his book on the theory of the earth. 
Our walk was very* fimilar to his, direded on the fame £de^ and 
in the fame manner as it is defcribed by that academiciaxu Our 
bodily labour was the fame ; and his deicriptioa of the view from 
the top of the mountain is fo exadlly true, diat I need only copy 
it to €xpre6 my ideas. We even faw the £dcons he mentions, 
and which he made fomc unfoocefsful attempts to kilL The 
accuracy of his account gave us great pleafure, and I fancied I 
flxould gratify the reader by placing it here. 

AVASAXA. 

*^ This mountain is fituated about fifteen leagues from Tomea^ 
^' on the margin of the river, from which the accefs to it is not 
<< very eafy. The aicent lies through a foreft, reaching up nearly 
*' to its middle. The foreft itielf is interrapted by a great aggre«* 

^' gate 
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gate of rocks and flippciy Hones, after which you agaia find the 
*' wood which fonnerly extended to the top; I fay formerly^ bccauf^ 
'' we had all the trees cut down with which the iuoimit was go<» 
'' vered. The north fide of the motintatn coixfifts ii> a frightful 
" precipice of rocks^ in which the hawks build their nefts. At 
" the foot of this rock rum the Tenglio, which winds round the 
" Avafaxa before it difcharges itfelf into the Tomea. From this 
^' mountain the profped is very beautiful. Towards the ibuth it 
** is open and unbounded, and the river Tomea is ieen to a vaft 
'* extent. On the eaft, the eye traces the Tcnglio as far as its 
" courfe through fundry lakes. The view to the north extends 
" to twelve or fifteen leagues^ where it is interrupted by an alTcm- 
** blage of noQuntakis heaped on one another^ remindii^ the ipec- 
^^ tator of the fcpcefentations that are made of chaos, but among 
*^ which it wouM not be eafy to find one Aat wouH do juftice to 
^* the profpeA fi»m Avafaxa.*' Maupert. rtA. m* 8>vo» p. IIO. 

On the highefl iummit of the mountain wc found a quantity 
of the jfcmatns of bimit wood^ and many firi^mcnts which the 
laf & of time had totted and reduced to* dec^. We imagined 
that they might be the relics of the trees which Maupertuis em- 
ployed in ereding his fignals ; but we were infortted hy the pea- 
fants, that they were Idit from the fignak oS alarm which had 
been raifed in the year }747j imd likewiie in the laft was of Fin- 
land. Thefe fignals confift in heaps of wood which aie iet on 
fire to apprife the natives of the approach of an enemy. We our- 
felves made a kfge fire ior our amufement as well as to mark 

the 
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the centre of rendezvous for the benefit of our company, who 
were engaged in different parts of the mountain. I will fiibjoin 
a lift of the different- objeds of natural hiftory, which were the 
fruits of our induftry in the courfe of this excurfion. 



Insects. 



Papilio Ligea 
Papilio rubi 
Leptura intcrrogationis 
Tenthrcdo lucorum 
Tcnthredo virens 



Silpha quadripuftulata 
Cerambyx nodis 
Elater teiTelatus 
Chryfomela Lapponica 
Cicindela iylvatica 



Plants in Flower. 
Lycopodium complanatum Convallaria majalis 

Lycopodium Selago 
Andromeda polifolia 
Ranunculus auricomus 
Vaccinium uliginofum 
Mr. Julin made a lift of all the plants he could recognize on 
the mountain of Avafaxa, and called it Fhra Avafaxenfis; it is as 
follows : 



Geranium paluftre 
Anthozanthum odoratum 
Bartiia alpina 



Achillea millefolium 
Andromeda polifolia 
Arbutus uva urfi 
Betula alba 
Betula nana 
Caltha paluftris 



Erica vulgaris 
Gnaphalium ? 
Juniperus communis 
Sedum ? 

Lycopodium clavatum 
Lycopodium Selago 



Calla 



Mdampyram fylvaticum 
Oxalis acetofella 
Pinus abies 
Pinus fylvcftris 
Polytrichum ? 
Sorbus aucaparia 
Tanacetum ? 
Trientalis Europasa 
TroUius Europseus 
Vaccinium myrtillus 
Vaccinium vitis Ida^a^^ 
Viola cahina 
Viola paluftris 
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Caltha paluftris 

Canvallaria brfolia 

Empctrum nigrum 

Epilobium ? 

Populus tremula 

Comus fuecica 

Equifetum fyivaticum 

Lichen rangiferinus 

Lichen geographicus 

Lichen tartareus 

Rubus arcticus 

Rubus chamsemorus 

Rubus Idasus 

Rumex acetofella 
Mr. Swamberg gave us for dinner, among other things, a roafl: 
of rein-deer, remarkable for its having kept good in his cellar eight 
months. The animal had been killed in the month of Novem- 
ber, 1708> and we ate it the iQth of June, 1799. I wifii, by 
mentioning this circumftance, to convey to the reader an idea of 
the length of winter in this country, and for how long a period it 
is poffible to prcfcrve iced meat found. The roafl was excellent, 
and it had not the leafl of an unfavoury fmell ; it had no fault, but 
that of being rather dry. 

On the 20th of June, about midnight, we fct out from Ofver 

TomeS, and all the pleafures of our hofpitable quarters contributed 

to make us feel more fenfibly the pain of our departure. This pain 

was much encreafed by the lofs of Mr. Caflrcin's company, who 
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determined to return to his family for reaibns that pleaded his ex« 
cufe fo forcibly, that we could give no oppolition to the reiblution 
he had taken. He had left his wife far advanced in her preg- 
nancy, and the ^fibility of his heart would not fuffer him to 
expofe himfelf to danger, nor to the contingencies of a journey, 
the period of which it was not ealy to calculate. This lois was- 
felt with real concern by all of us, and we were obliged to con- 
ible ourfelves on our way with pronouncing encomiums upon the 
excellent qualities, both of head and heart, of this cler^man, 
worthy of every thing that could be faid in his praife. 

The whole family of Mr. Swamberg accompanied us to the 
river-fide, where the boat was waiting for us, and we loft fight 
of them, fainting them with our hats and handkerchiefs to the laft 
nomq^t. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

The Travellers henceforth proceed by Water — Strong Currents of the 
Rivers J occajioned by Catara^s — Pa/s by a Salmon-Fj/hery : man^ 
ner of eating Salmon nmh-^Difficulty of nmtgating thofe Rivers — 
Stages on this Journey — Pdfs the Ar&ic Polar Circle j near the 
CataraSs ofKattila KoJki-^AJhort Paffage by Land — Pello^ and 
Mount Kittis remarkable for Maupertuiss Agronomical Objerva^ 
tions^^Mr. Swambergs Remarks on the Labours ofMaupertuisi 
from which it appears j that his Obfervations are not to be depended 
on — Method (f obtaining the Eggs of the Mergfis Merganfor--^ 
From Kardii to Kengis — Arrival at Kengis, and Hofpitalityjhewn 
by an InfpeSor of the Mints — A Stone with very ancient In/crip-' 
tions taken Notice of by Maupertuis — Plants and InfeSs. 

nnHE wind was quite fitir, and made our boat proceed with 
^ greater expedition. Our Finlandrih boatmen^ unwilling to 
loie {o favourable a moment for repofing their arrns^ put up a 
fmall fail, which ierved to force us againft the current with a ve« 
iocitj ilifficient to carry us on at the rate of five miles an hour. 
The boat was fo fmall that it could hold but four perfons in all, 
and the confll A of the wind in iurmounting the refiftance of the 
current/ which was the efFedl of catarads, produced fuch a fwell 
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ill the water, that it came fometimcs into the boat ; a circum- 
ftance which was by no means pleafant to voyagers who had fo 
recently changed their mode of travelling, and who were better 
acquainted with the dangers of land than water. Here we are 
then, entered into a country where all communication by land is 
precluded ; no more roads, nor horfes, nor carriages of any kind ; 
in a country where you may travel about four hundred miles 
without ever feeing either a fingle horle, or any road. 

Kaulimpe is the firft village on the left bank of the river, where 
wc changed our boat. We found here a lax-pata, or palifade for 
catching falmon. The people there had caught, in the courfe of 
the day, to the amount of three hundred pounds weight of that 
fifh. We bought one of the largeft of their falmon, and learned 
for the firft time to eat it raw. It is cut into flices tranfvcrfcly and 
put in fait ; when falted^ it is left in a wooden difh with a little 
water, and after three days this raw falmon is delicious eating. 
It is a favourite difii with the firft nobility of Stockholm, inib* 
much that they feldom give a fine dinner when raw falmon is 
not prefented on the table. This kind of provifion was a great 
refourcc to us during our navigation of the rivers, as wc were able 
to preferve it a long time, and might eafily drefs it, at ieaft as 
often as we could find the neceflary trifling ingredients. 

At the village Tolufis, otherwife named Juoxange, eight milcsi 
from Kaulimpe, we changed boats and boatmen for the fecond 
time. This voyage was ftill more templeftuous than the former. 
Our men, like their prcdeccfTors, wilhcd to take advantage of the 

wind. 
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wind, and wc afccndcd, with the help of a fail, amidft falls and 
rocks, where we cxpeAed every moment to go to the bottom. It 
requires a moft accurate knowledge of the bed of the river to 
venture on this navigation ; and for this reafon it is but prudent 
to change boat and boatmen at each village, as the peaiants arc 
all perfedly matters of the channel in their refpedlive bounds. At 
certain intervals you will find in the whole breadth of the river 
but one opening where the boat can pais, and whoever is not ap- 
prized of it will probably run his boat amongft a thoufand rocks 
without fucceeding, but not without the moft imminent danger 
of perifhing. 

Having arrived at Kattila Koiki, the boatmen took down their 
fail and ihewed us their addrefs in afcehding againft the rapid 
current of the catarads. Kattila Koiki is a long feries of water- 
falls, formed by the ftony bed of the river, and by huge rocks 
which rife above the furface of the water, Thefc catarads arc 
particularly ^mous on the map, as being the place which cor- 
refponds to that divifion of the globe known by the name of the 
Polar Circle. To afcend in a fmall boat fuch a formidable fiac- 
ceffion of catarads^ where the water is almoft every where roll- 
ing down in foam, would at firft fight leem .impofiSble ; but no- 
thing is impoiiible to man, whom habits have rendered familiar 
to danger. Thofe Finlandifb Laplanders,, befides an addrefs pe- 
culiar to themfclves, have what perhaps is of ftill more confe- 
quence — ^the moft pcifed coolnefs and apathy. They take their 
places, one at the head and the other at the ftern of their canoe, 

and 
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and with a long pole which they thnift to the bottom of the river, 
find their point of refiftance, and thus pufh the boat againfl the 
{beam. This pole is made of a pine, and about fifteen feet long ; 
they are obliged to throw it with all their ftrength to the bottom, 
in order to overcome the currrent which coniiiantly impels it 
backwards. It is a Herculean labour ; befides, it requires infinite 
pradice to guide and manage the boat, forming, as circumfbnces 
demand, many a iharp angle, amidfl: a midtitude of obflades* 
The moft difagreeable, and at the fame time the moil dangerous 
Situation is, the man refting by accident the end of his pole upon 
A rock of a fmooth or round furface, in the moment that he ap- 
plies to it the whole weight and force of his body, the pole flips 
from under faim ; he falls in an inftant headlong into the river« 
and the paflenger gives himfelf up for loft. The Laplander, how- 
ever, quickly recovers himfelf and prepares to repeat the fame 
operation ; but it fometimes happens that the current gets the 
afcendant and drives the boat a ftem. In this critical jundure 
the whole addrefs of the boatman is exerted to keep the head of 
the boat diredly oppofed to the ftream, till he is again in a con- 
edition to pufh her forward ; and above all, to prevent her laying 
her fide to the current, as in that pofition, by preienting a larger 
Surface to the water, fhe woul4 inftantly be overfet. 

In order to have fome refpite from this fevere toil, the boatment 
recpiefted that we wouM difembark and walk along the bank to 
the end of thefe catara^s. We were greatly overjoyed to learn 
that it was practicable to go by land, and mofl cheerfully accepted 

their 
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their propofal. The great difficulty of paffing thofe catarads with 
a boat, containing more than two perfons> had rendered it cuf- 
tomary to perform this part of the journey by land. The woods 
being then impaffable, a narrow foot-path had been formed ia 
the diredion of the river. The impradicability of travelling 
through thofe woods proceeded from the w^y being obftruded by 
under-wood> and the branches of firs and pine-trees ; from a 
fbrong kind of mofs, which grows here in great abundance, and 
fbmetimes two feet high ; and from deep marfhy fbil> where you 
arc in danger every ftep of finking in the mire. Thefe obftacles 
impeded the paiTage through the woods ; and to remedy the evil 
the people had cut down trees and laid them longitudinally one 
after the other, in fuch a manner that the paflenger as he walked 
along the tranks was obliged carefully to attend to his centre of 
gravity^ and balance himfelf like a dancer on the tight rope. 

We again changed our boat at Tortula> fix miles from Tolafis, 
and purfued our voyage on the rivef all the way to Pello, which 
is twelve miles from Tortxjla. Pello is a village of four or five 
peafants houfes ; from this place you fee the mountain Kittis, 
famous for being the lafl point where Maupertuis concluded his 
trigonometrical operations, and remarkable for nothing elfe. 

I Ihall here prefcnt the reader with Mr. Swamberg^s obferva- 
tions on the inaccuracy of Maupertuis's meafurement.* Thefe 
obfervations are found in " A report on ar journey to Lapland, 
'* undertaken at the expence of the royal academy of fciences at 

• See Maupertuis's Works, vol. iv. page 332. 
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*^ Stockholm, to examine the local fituation and contiguous 
" grounds, where the French academicians, in the year 1 736, dc- 
^' termined the length of an arch of the meridian, as it crolies 
" the polar circle ; with general refledions on the figure of the 
" earth, and upon the neceffity of new meafurements to afcertain 
'* exa<flly the equation ; read at a public meeting of the faid 
" academy, on the 2Sdof 06lober, 1799, by Sons Swamberg.'* 

^ The aftronomer, as well as the mathematician, are perfedly 
*' agreed, that the ipherical form of the earth's figure, contains 
*^ elements that muft be taken into account, if we w^ould know 
^' from theory the precife quantity of the proceffion of the equi- 
'* noxes and the nutation of the earth's axis. Thefc equations, 
^* and others * in eflTeft left confiderable, but which in the courfc 
" of ages will be gradually developed, and will at laft become of 
" too much importance to be negleded, joined to the influence 
'* which a knowledge more or lefs perfeft of the dimenfions of 
^^ our planet has on the accuracy of a calculation of all the phc- 
^* nomena which arc in any degree concerned in the effcds of the 
" parallax, have determined the learned for almoft a century and 
** an half, to make it one of the principal objcfts of their moft pro- 

♦ In order to fatisfy ourfelves of the exigence of fuch equations, wc have only 
to recoIle£i, that tlie earth not being a perfect fjphere, and that the attraf^ion of a 
body, whatever be its figure, being the fum of the combined altraAions of 
all its particles, it neceflarily follows, that the force by which we are drawn to- 
wards the fun will not vary exactly in the ratio of the fquare of the diftances, 
and that confequently there will be a very flow motion in the line of the apfides, 
which however infenfible it may be in the fpace of fome decades of years, is not 
on that account the lefs real* 
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*^ found and pcrfcvcring refearches. The philofophcr, animated 
^' by the principle which is charaftcriftic of human reafon^ and 
** which uniformly tends to refer all knowledge to one pointy to 
^' reduce it to lyftem, and to colleft the whole as into a focus, 
** whence he may at one view furvey the vaft field of natural 
*' phenomena, perceives here a fource of difcoveries for perfeft- 
" ing to a great degree all the branches of real knowledge, and 
^' will endeavour to accomplifli his objeA, at whatever cxpence. 
'' of labour and time it may coft him. But this mtereft will bc- 
" come ftronger, in proportion as he finds the relation which 
'^ thefe purfuits, of great importance in themielves, all bear to a 
*' queftion, the iblution of which is ftill a fecret ; namely, the 
^' queftion that has been fo much agitated, refpeding the figure 
*' of the earth. The navigator has every moment occafion to 
^' know what point he occupies on the furface of the globe. For 
** this purpofe, having obferved any one phenomenon in the heai- 
*' vens, (we will fuppofc the diftance of the moon*s centre from 
^' a particular ftar) he ought to be able to determine by calcula- 
" tion, how this fame phenomenon would appear to the eye of 
^' an obferver placed at the center of the earth. Confequently 
*' into this calculation, the equation of the earth's furface enters 
** as an element, which, not being known with fufficient accu- 
^' racy, might eafily give occafion to an error of ibme feconds ; 
" and aftronomers are not ignorant of what moment fuch an 
^' error might prove. It was with a view to difembarrafs the me- 
" thod of finding the longitude at (ea from thofe uncertainties. 
Vol. I. 3 C that 
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** that the board of longitude in London propofcd a prize of five 
" thoufand pounds (or thirty-three thoufand three hundred and 
♦* thirty-three rix dollars, more or kfs) to whomfoever fhould 
** conftruA new tables of the moon> deduced frona the principle 
*' of univerfal gravitation ; the errors of which ihould be within 
^* the limits of fifteen leconds, more or lefe. But the moft Icru- 
^* pulous accuracy in the tables oif the moon would completely 
^' fail of its objedl^ fo long as the tabks on the efife^^ of the pa- 
'^ rallax are no6 proportionably exa6t. It was, among other mo^ 
^* tives, chiefly to remedy this defeat, that the moft celebrated 
^^ focieties all over Europe, and particularly the royal academy of 
^* Paris, after the attention of the learned had been called to this 
<' objeft by Huygens, confidered it as one of the moft facred du- 
*' tics they could perform for the good of Jiumanity, to clear up 
^' this difficult point in mathematical cofinography. For this pur- 
*' pofe meafuremcnts of degrees erf the meridian have been planned 
'.' and executed at different tirpes, and in diflTerent places ; which 
•* when properly examined, in fad give a concurrent teftimony 
" that the earth is a fpheroid, oblate, or flattened towards the 
*' poles ; but differ however in this, that when you compare them 
*' two and two, and fuppofe that the earth is generated by the 
*' revolution of an ellipfis round its Ihort axis, you conftantly ob- 
" tain different values for the eccentricity of the generating 
" ellipfis. This is the true reafon why philofophers have fufpeAed 
" that this furface, ill, is not a fpheroid, or other furface of the 
" fecond order ; 2dly, that it is not a figure that is the refult of 

" revolutiwis i 
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'* revolutions ; 3dly, that its two hcmifphcrcs on each fide of the 
*' equator are not alike. Aftronomers, nevertheleis, having ob- 
" ferved in the orbits of the heavenly bodies a fort of prediIe6lio» 
" for lines of the fecond order, and geometers having eftabliflaed 
" on the moft inconteltible evidence, that any fluid body whofo 
'' furface is of the iecond order, may remain in equilibrio, when 
" the particles of which it is compofed attrad: in the reciprocal 
" ratio of the fquare of the diftanccs, the learned have thought 
" that they were not warranted by reafons fufEciently ftrong to 
^ abandon the ellipticity of the revolution ; having due regard to 
*^ the fmallnefs of the errors in tbc executed meafurements which 
^* might very well give occafion to all the diverfity of the refults. 
^* But to be convinced how cautious we ought to be before we 
^' decide in matters of this fort, let us recoiled the meafurements 
" executed by Jean Dominique Caflini over the furface of France, 
'^ which at firft fight feemed to prove that the earth, far from 
*' being oblate towards the poles, was rather a little raiied or 
'* elevated. This refult, fo much the more ftriking, that it by 
" no means agreed either with the theory of centrifugal force 
'* advanced by Huygens, or with the principle of univcrfal gravi- 
^* tation eftabliihed by Newton, having undergone a more rigor- 
" ous inveftigation by geometers, they foon perceived, that not 
** having perfedly feized the univcrfality of the principle, they 
*^ had conlidered as contrary what was in fad one of its moft 
" immediate confequences : and thus what they fuppofed was to 
^* overthrow the firft foundation of the fyftem of attradion be- 
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*' came its firmeft fupport ; inafmuch as the attradion of the 
*^ Pyrenees, which by their vicinity produced a deviation in the 
" plumb-line, was the caufe of the error. But to place in a ftill 
'^ Wronger light the reafons that militate in favour of iurfaces of 
** the fecond order, I imagined it would not be deemed foreign 
*' to our objeA, if I fubjoined here fomc general reflexions con- 
** ceming the developement of any fundions whatever in feries* 
" In this view, let u be any funftion of x, y, «, a, h, &c. the 
" qucftion is to develope in a given fucccffion in reference to the 
** powers of ^, ft, &c, and u be what we fuppofe u becomes whea 
" it comprehends a, h, &c = o. 

Farther, l€ta = Uxa A^^ X ^^A^ ^ X tf'A^^ X &c, 

X bA^^ X tfAj J X ^bA^ X &c, 

X b'A^^ X ab^A^^ X &c, 

X b'A^^ X &C, 

" or the term whofe co-efficient a'b^ is reprefented by A , we then 

,m X n 

« know that A = ( ). 

1.2.3. .i«.i.2.a..fi 

" Now, to Ihew the application of it to the preicnt queftion, 
" let us liippofe that « = o is the equation which without any 
" approximation reprefents the furface of the earth ; but fincc 
" we learn from all the known meafurements of degrees of the 
« meridian, that whatever be the figure of the earth, it does not 

" difFer 
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^' differ feniiblj from that of a fphere, the equation u= o will 
*• neceiTarily contain one or more of thofe fmall quantities a, &, 
^' &c fo afFedled, that if we fuppofe them = 0, the remaining 
*^ equation uzi will be that of a iphere^ whofe dimenfions are 
*' equal to thofe of the earth ; whence it will follow that u will 
*' be the firft term of our developed feries, as we havejuft faid. 
" Befides, if we except £iA , and Mo.l, all the other terms 

m n * 

" a 6 A may be difrcgarded on account of the fmallnefs of 

" the quantities a, ft, &rc. ; confequently the iurface of our globe 
'* will be reprefcnted by the equation U x ^A X bA = 0, 

*^ The whole then comes to this, to know what is the form of 
*' the fundions A and A , which being fuppofed of the fe- 

'• cond order, the equation « = will rcprefent an ellipfoid, 
^' whofe eccentricities of the equator, and of the meridian whicb 
** paiTes through the great axis of the equator, will depend on the 
^' quantities a^ b, &c. In refpeft of the figure of revolution, it 
*' is very clear that then the quantity a will be nearly equal to &,. 
" or what is the fame thing, if we make a zz b xb, the quan- 
*' tity u will be very fmall ; whence it follows that the equation^ 
*' « = 0, may be reprefented by this = U X ^A . In Ihort,. 

" there b no reafon to fear that the difregarded quantities (hould 
*' ever prove confiderable enough to produce any error of confe- 
^' quence, as difficulties which in all probability we fhall never be- 
*^ able fully to furmount, will for ever prevent our precifcly know- 

" ing. 
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^* ing the value of the quantities a, b, &c., and there is confc- 
*' quently in the uncertainty of the value of thofe terms the germ 
'^ of errors which would greatly exceed thofe which might arife 

" from the omiffion of the other terms a"b A . In all events, 

^ U being already known, ^A and ^A are quantities which 

'^ ought to be firft determined, whether it fliould be afterwards 
"judged neceflary to carry the approximation farther or not. 
" In one word, we ought, in all our calculations, which de- 
" pend on the figure of the earth, to operate precifely as in our 
" calculations of the motion of the heavenly bodies, whofe orbits 
'' we firft fuppofe circular, then elliptical, and laft of all we ap- 
*' ply to the former fo correfted, the fmall equations which con- 
'* tain the quantities in which the ellipfes themfelves arc dcfi- 
^ cient. Such are the reafbns entertained by the aftronomers of 
^* all Europe for unanimoufly infifting on the neceflity of new 
" meafurements, executed with all poffible care, with the affift- 
" ance of the moft perfed inftruments, and according to the moft 
"*' approved methods of obferving that the prefent age can fup- 
*' ply. Now, the French aftronomers have juft finiflied the con- 
*' ftruAion of a fuite of triangles, which as they pafs through 
" France extend from Dunkirk all the way to Barcelona, a fpace 
'' which forms an arch of the meridian 9^ 39", or )0\72, accord- 
*^ ing to the decimal fyftem. Nothing therefore could be more in- 
-*' terefting to all fuch as labour for the advancement of aftronomy 
*' and geography, than to hear that a committee has been ap- 
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** pointed by government to determine the lehgth of an arch of 
*^ the meridian comprehended between the parallel of the North 
^* Cape and that of Upftad, or, at leaft,.to meafure two or three 
*' degrees taken in the vicinity of the polar circle, ' In the mean 
'* time the academy of fciences thought itmightnot be improper 
'* to fend fome one of its members tOvTornea, in order to inform 
** himfelf asto the local circumftances- of the grounds which, in 
'^ 1-736, were chofcn by the French mathematicians as fixed 
" points, and the execution of this plan was intrufted to me. I. 
'^ am now to give an account of the remarks which I was en- 
*' abled to make on* the fpot in regard to this fubje<ft. 

" The country in. the neighbourhood of Tomea is extremely 
*^ flat; towards the north> however, and in that quarter only, afe 
'* the diftance of eight leagues, more or lefs, there commences a 
"chain of mountains- which extends all the way to Kittifvaza^ 
" near the ftaall village of Pello, from whence it becomes again 
"flat to the diftance of fomc leagues beyond Kengis, which is 
*^ twelve leagues north from Pello. In the whole of thofe moun- 
'* tains there is not one of any confiderable magnitude : Avafaxa, 
"which I confider of a mean fize, rifes only to the height of fix- 
" hundred and fix feet above the level of the river. From this it 
" follows, that no one of thofe mountains, confidered by itfelf> 
" could produce a fenfible deviation, in the plumb-line, unlefs it 
" were very near one. of the points where they determined the 
" amplitude of the arch of the meridian, a circumftance which 
" has no place here. It remains then to know what might, be the 
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*• effed of their united attradions : but this even muft have been 
*' very infenfible ; iince, according to the highefl eftimate admif- 
^' fiblc, the fum of all the mountains from which any effeft might 
" be fufpefted, cannot be greater than a cubic league. Now this 
*^ mafs being fuppofed of a denfity double the mean deniity of the 
^* earthy and its center of attradion at five leagues diftance from 
^* Kittifvaza, and ten from Tomea, could not produce on the 
^' plumb-line a greater deviation than o".3438 at Kittifvaza, and 
*' 0^0369 at Tomea ; whence it follows, that the total efFcd of 
-*' this alteration could have been only o".4298> and confequently 
^' the correftion which ought to be made in the length of a de- 
*^ gree of the meridian, fuch as has been meafiircd by the French 
** acadenbicians, would be only 6". 3 5 75 to be added inftead of a 
f ^ hundred toiies, which it has been fuppofed ought to be dedu<5led* 
^^ I believe, then, I may affirm, that on my part there can be no 
^' fufpicion of an error as to tfcis fubjeft, and that there is truly 
'* fome error in the meafurement of 1 736 : the caufc of this may 
^* be fairly attributed to a defed in the , fextant or quadrant, or 
'• perhaps, which is no lefs probable, to fome uncertainty in the 
*' bafe. Upon the whole, in order to fettle all thofc doubtful 
*' circumflances, it fecms abfolutcly necefTary that this meafurc- 
'* ment fhould be wholly executed anew.'* 

•* To all this, give me leave to add one remark, which I had 
** occafion to make at Tomea, and which, I imagine, well merits 
** the attention of the learned. 

** We know that the French aflronomers determined, at each 
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^* ftation, the elevation or dcpreffion of the other (ignals in rcla- 
^* tion to their horizon. I meafured all thofe angles^ and what 
'* furpriicd mc a good deal was, that I found them always a little 
" larger than they have been determined in the figure of the earth. 
" The inftrument I employed in my operation was a whole circle 
'^ of fourteen inches and two-thirds diameter, graduated at each 
*' minute : neverthclefi, 1 believe, that by the help of an eftimatc, 
'^ one may aflure himielf that he i^ not deceived by more than 
^' ten, or at moft fifteen feconds. A complete defcription of this 
*' inftrument may be feen in the memoirs of the academy of 
*' fciences, at Stockholm, for the year 1750, 26th and following 
** pages. The fiifl fufpicion that ilruck my mind> upon oblcrv- 
^' ing this difference^ vras, that it might arife from the point zero 
'^ in that circle. This I examined on the fpot> and found it wrong 
^^ 1' Zd^. I continued the fame examination for feveral fucceHive 
<f days after I gpt toTornea;. and taking, the meaa of my obfer- 
<^ vations on terseftriai objeds^ as well as meridian heights ai the 
^' fun,^ I obferved that l' 24!' ought to be deduced from all the 
'^ obfervations. of heights, a circumflance which at the fame time 
'^ proves that the inflrument had iiiffesed no injjury in tnvelling. 
^' Individuab will make what renoarks they pleafe on my obier- 
" vations ; 1 here fubjoin theni exaAly as they were made. 
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Place of Obfer- Obfervatioiis before 
vaiion. ' CorreAion. 


ObfervaUons 
corrected. 


Obfervations of 
the Fi«nch. 


Difference. 


r P = -h 8' 35" 

Avasaxa. ^ ^ = _ 16' 50" 

I H=— S'45" 


+ r 11" 

— 12* 24r 

— 18' 14" 

— 5' 9" 


•+ 4'50" 
= 14' 15" 

— 20r 20" 

— 8' 0" 


+ 
+ 
+ 
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1' 5" 
2 6" 
2- 5' 


Huitaperi. {IZ^'^Z 


^1& BV 
+ 6' 51" 


— ly 0" 

+ 5' 0" 


+ 
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2' e;; 
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" What may be the caufc of this difference I will not take It 
" upon me to fay ; I am inclined however to believe, that it has 
" its origin in the power, more or lefs confiderable, which our 
*' atmofphere poffefles of refraAing the rays of light ; at Icafl we 
'^ cannot attribute it entirely to an error of the inflrument, fince 
'^ an inequality of 2' S" is altogether impoflible in fb ffaiall an angle 
" as 5' of" (See H at Avafaxa), the more fo that in the angle C 
" at Kakamavara, which is nearly of the fame quantity, the dif- 
" fcrence is only O' 3l". On the contrary, it appears, from the 
'^ theory of refradlion, that thefe angles ought not to appear the 
'• fame at different heights of the thermometer or barometer.** 

Such are Mr. Swamberg*s remarks on that important fubjeft, 
which I hope the reader will not blame me for inferting in the 
courfe of thefe travels. I fhall now proceed with the account of 
my journey, 

Fnnt 
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FroTO PcWo to Kardis is eighteen Englifli miles, a paffagc which 
was wholly performed againft the current by the vigorous arms of 
our Finlandiih Laplanders^ who aftonifhed us by the addrefs as 
well as the ftrength they difplaycd, in the progrefs of this moft la- 
borious navigation. 

We obferved all along the river a particular mode^ quite new 
to me, of obtaining the eggs of 'an aquatic bird, which is named 
mergus merganfor by Linnaeus. The natives are very fond of the 
eggs of this bird, which has very fmgular habits for one of this 
defcription. Whether it is from a kind of indolence, or a deiire 
of concealing its eggs from birds of prey, it never builds a heft. 
The neft of aquatics in general, fcems to be of no ufe but that of 
holding the eggs ; for their young take to the water the moment 
they are out of the fliell, and acquire their food in their own ele- 
ment. The mergus merganfor, inftead of building a fmall neil 
like the ducks, on the banks, or among the reeds or bufhes, chufes 
to lay her eggs in the trunk of an old tree, in which time, or the 
band of man, has made iuch an excavation, as 0ie can conveniently 
enter. The perfon that waylays the bird for her eggs, places 
againft a fir or pine tree fomewhere near the bgnk of the river, 
a decayed trunk, with a hole in its middle : the bird enters, and 
lays her eggs in it : prefently the peaiant comes, and takes away 
the eggs, leaving, however, one or two. The anitaal returns, and 
finding but a (ingle egg, lays two or three more, which the man 
purloins in the fame manner : the bird ftill returns, and, as if flic 
had forgot the eggs flie had laid, proceeds once more to complete 
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the number Ihe intended. She is defrauded of her eggs as before^ 
and continues repeating the fame proce& four or five times> when 
the man, who has by this time gathered perhaps a fcore of eggs 
from the fame neft, fuffers her to lay the laft for the incrcafe of 
her family. As foon as the eggs are hatched, the nsother takes the 
chicks gently in her bill, carries and lays them down at the foot 
of the tree, where Ihe teaches them the way to the river, in which 
they inftantly iwim with an aftonilhing facility. 

From Kardis to Kengis is a diftance of fifteen miles, which is 
accompHlhed with great fatigue, on account of continued cataraAs 
and the violent current of the river. Befides the danger of the 
water- falls, wc were much moleiled by a Ipecies of gnat, a cir- 
cumftance which, in comparifon of what we were to experience 
afberwiirds, perhaps does not deierve to be noticed in this place. 
Our fervants began to murmur and complain of the excels of 
their hardihips, of the extravagance of our travels : they thought 
it extremely foolifli to fuffer and hazard fo much in a country 
where one does not meet with any of the enjoyments of life, not 
even with a bottle of wine, or fo much as an alehoule : in (hort 
they made us underlland that the country contained nothing in 
the fmalleil degree interefting to them, and that their only wifli 
was to return. We endeavoured to condud ourfelves like good 
officers ; but though we fet them an example of pcrfcA fobriety, 
and fliared with them the fame bread and dried meat, as well as 
the fanae trouble and hardfhips, it was impoifible to recal them to 
good humour; nor could they ever forget that they yftrt flill 

about 
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about four hundred EngUfli miles from the laft ftage of our in* 
tended progrefs in the North. 

Our arrival at Kengis^ however, conciliated them a little. We 
met here an infpedor of the mines, who received us with much 
civility, and fupplied us with a plentiful board and lodging. The 
ebjed of this gentleman's refidence in this country was to encou- 
rage and promote the eire&ion of founderies, of which he had con- 
ceived the moft ianguine hopes, but which had been abandoned 
and refumed at different times, according to the profpeds of the 
adventurers. He had invited fettlers from the North, formed a 
fpecies of colony/ opened a new branch of traffic, and within thefe 
few years had benefited this part of Lapland by the produce of 
the mines. He lived here happily enough, having, at a confider- 
able expence, been able to procure himfclf all the convenicncies 
of life. He had turned fome land in the vicinity of his houfe into 
meadow ground, and planted an eminence hard by with Italian, 
poplars, which feemed aftonifhed to find themfelves in thofe hy- 
perborean regions* When Maupertuis pafled by Kengis on his way 
to the heart ofLaplandf in order to vifit a ftone with fbme perhaps 
accidental imprefiion upon it, which he chufes to denominate the 
moft ancient infcription in the univerie, there feems to have been 
no infpedor of founderies here, as he then lived at the houfe of a 
clergyman. He calls Kengis a miferable place.* We were not 
tempted to vifit this monument ; the people of the country feemed 
to have no tradition concerning it, nor did our curiofity lie greatly 

* See Maupertuis's Travels, from page 179 to 209. 
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in this department : befides, \9C were perfuaded that Mauper* 
tuis had^ from a fort of oilentation, beftowed an importance on 
an objedl which it was not worth the trouble of going to fee. 
The Ruffians had penetrated as far 9s Kengis. 

In the courfe of this jourpey we colleded the following plants 
in flower : 

Casraftium vifcofum Pinguicula vulgaris 

Ca^raitium alpinum Myrica gale 

Among the infefts were the following : 

Corambyx mordax Leptura interrogationis* 

Corambyx inquiiitor Cantharis peAinicomis 

Chryfbmela quadripundata Papilio antiopa 

Chryfbmela coccinea Cicindela reparia 

Chryfomela Lapponica Sllpha atrata 

Chryfomela aenca Tineae variae 

* The leptura is very common in this country, and generally lies concealed in 
tlie corol of the TroUius Europaus^ Linn. Almoft each flower had a leptura, and 
often two, in the attitude of generation. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Stay at Kengis-^Entertainment ghueti by the In/peSior — The Bear^ 
Dance a very fatiguing fort of Amufement — Vifit from fome young 
Women of the Neighbourhood ; among them one, a Native of Kol-- 
Jarey of a furprifing Degree of bodily Strength — Separation of the 
Travellers — The Author and another Gentleman alone proceed 
Northward — Geographical Notice on the River Tornea. 

T^HE infpcdor of the foundcries at Kengis fparcd no cxpencc 
•*■ that could contribute to render our ftay at this place agree- 
able to us. He thought nothing in his houfe too coftly for our 
entertainment : he aflembled the peafants to fhew us their danc* 
ing and the genius of their mufic ; and on Sunday he treated our 
party with punch and liqueurs in a handfome little tent, which he 
had ered:ed on a fmall eminence under his Italian poplars. 

Among the different dances exhibited by the peafants on this 
occafion, there^ was one which feemed particularly curious ; it is 
called, in the language of the country, the bears-dance. A pca- 
fant refls his hands upon the ground^ and at the fame time fup- 
ports hiniifelf on his legs, fb as to keep his body in a horizontal 
pofition, like the bear, or any other animal, when it walks on all 
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fours. Remaining conftantly in the lame attitude^ he begins to 
dance, and by his leaps and jumps, ftudies to keep time with the 
mufic, which is extremely gothic, and which the reader will find 
infcrted in the Appendix. The execution of this dance is attend- 
ed with great labour and fatigue, inibmuch that it is very dif- 
ficult for the peaiant to go on with it above three or four mi- 
nutes, without falling into the moft violent peripiration. It is 
however a ibrt of exerqife which is good for ftrenglheniag the 
muicles of the arma^ aiid therefore highly ufeful to the nativci of 
thi3 Qoimtry> whoie laborieAis exertions in aicending the catarads 
iu fuxnmer req^i^ v^ gK^t vigour aiwl muicular power. Ad- 
drels and bodily ftrength arc the qualities in the highcft repute 
among the peafantry in this part of Weftrobothnia ; and befides 
this daDce, d^y have othet exerc]iff&^ which demmA a furprtiing 
degree of adivity and firnuiefi in their limhs^ 

Whdle we &t in oun teat on ^k fiimmit of die Eill,. a. nuonjler 
e£ Fiiitandiik girls^ induced by curioiity to fee us^. fimDimded tlM 
tent. We foon recommended ourielves to that acquaintance^ 
and invited the haadibmeib ctf diem to etrtev die tsnt; an invita-^ 
tion which they were not fhy of accepting; Wc ia&Kd then 
wine, but they diiliked k; punch, but they^ had na greater uelifh 
for it : we ovdered them beer, but they coiski^ as liddb dank this. 
At length, we found out that thofo girls were accuftomed to na 
other beverage than milk and water. There was a2»>Dg themi a 
native of Kollare, who. inerited a more than ordinary ihaie of oui^ 
attention, and who immediately altraded our notice by hst Ma- 
ture, 
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ture, her gaiety, and by a iharp and decided manner in her de- 
portment. She had fuch ftrength of arms^ that when we were 
difpofed to toy with her, and (cek perhaps to be a little too fami- 
liar, Ihc would repulfe us with a blow that forced us back four 
or five paces. Her limbs were adive and agile, (he was remark- 
ably tall, and in fliort would have been a very fine woman, had 
not a long waift with very ihort petticoats, disfigured her perfon. 
Her face was not extremely delicate, but her features were well 
formed ; her hair cheihut, her eyes lively, and her complexion full 
of health and vigour. She was drefifed entirely in white of rather 
a fine linen cloth, which Ihe had probably bought at Tomcd of 
fome travelling merchant : all her companions were pcrfeftly clean, 
and every thing upon them was either new or recently wafhed. 

We fpent about an hour in the company of thefe girls, all 
which time we kept conftantly talking without Underftanding 
each other : we exchanged many heavy blows, enough to make 
one half ferious ; Hbut this is a kind of afife^ionate carefi among 
peafants in all parts of the world. The girl of Kollare was fo 
ftrong, and made fuch impreffion with her Herculean arm, that 
ihc had driven us to a man almoft off the field. Our interpreter 
hinted to us that we muft take care how we offended this young 
woman, as Ihe was to give us lodging at Kollare, a place we muft 
pafs on our route. She feemed pleafcd when (he learned that we 
Ihould be at her houfc next day, and promifed that fhc vwuld 
do every thing in her power to have her dwelling comfortable for 
us at our arrival. 

Vol. I. 3 E ' This 
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' This day, which was Sunday, paiTed in mirth and fcftivity. 
The infpeftor, to fliew the great amiability of his charadler, gave 
us a Swedifh fong and a toaft to each glafs of punch, and it was 
in vain to decline filling a bumper. At midnight we quitted this 
tent to obferve, on a more elevated ground, the height of the fun 
as ufual; but on this occafion the company was by no means 
unanimous ; not as to the fun's elevation alone, one peribn main- 
taiiiiing he faw two, and others, equally confident and inebriated, 
that they faw no fewer than four. Inftead, however, of difcuf- 
iing the merits of the queftion with intemperate warmth, though 
held to be a matter of ferious importance, we conduced our- 
^Ives with more prudence than the learned perhaps might have . 
done on a fubjed of lefs magnitude ; for we rclblved to go to 
fleep, and adjourn the fubverfion of the planetary fyftem till the 
next morning. In ihort, on the night following, at the fame hour, 
we were perfeftly agreed both as to the height and number pffuns\ 
If Sunday had pafifed in all the pleafures of convivial enjoy- 
ment, Monday, the period fixed for our departure, was fo much 
the. more fad and melancholy. Three of our firiends took leave 
of us : Mr. Bellotti; Mr. Julin, and Dr. Deutich would not, and 
indeed, for particular reafbns, could not, expofe themfelves to the 
dangers of our expedition, and chofe to return to Tomea and 
Uleaborg. Our plan of travels received fuch a fevere ihock by 
their departure, as nothing but the moil determined tefblution 
cotdd refift. Friendihip and the infedion of example made us 
hefitate for Ibme time as to the propriety of perfifting in our en- 
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tcrprifc ; but our pride could not digeft the humiliating idea of 
returning to Ulcaborg, to the great diverfion of our friends, wh<S 
would never have done rallying us on the fubjed, or of boafting 
of their (age counfels, and the truth of their prediAions. Colonel 
Skioldebrand, with his Icrvant, remained alone w ith me : his pur- 
pofe continued unfhaken, for his ardour was not inferior to my 
own. He would . not be difcouraged by any difBculties in pur- 
fuing the objedl he had propoied to himlelf ; and I was no leis 
decided as to the execution of my projedl. I muft confefs that 
the idea of being the firft Italian that had ever reached the moil 
northern point of Europe, was a very powerful incentive to my 
exertions. 

Before quitting Kengis, I (hall make a few geographical remarks^ 
on the river Tomea, and endeavour to give, in Ibme degree^^ a 
clear idea of the nature and courfe of that river, concerning which 
there is much confuiion and error in all the ^maps, and even ia 
the Swediflb accounts themfelves. 

The river Tornea proceeds from a lake called Tornea Trafk, as 
it^ iburce. This lake is iituated among the moimtains which, fe- 
parate Norwegian from Swediih Lapland. From that lake the 
river alio takes its name. It pailes. in its courfe near Kengis> 
where it forms two catarads, nearly forty feet high. It then ap* 
proaches the town of Upper Torne&» twilb round the little ifland 
<^Swenfar, on which, the towaof Tornea is fituated, and laft of 
all it makes the ifland of Bjorkon, on which Aands the church of 
Lower Tome^ . About a mile below Kengis,. the waters of the 

river 
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river receive a confiderable augmentation by their JunAion with 
another river, which has its fource among a number of lakes and 
marihes higher up than Enontekis, and bears the name of Muonio, 
till it lofes itfelf in its union with the Tornea. The latter, en* 
riched by the Muonio, becomes of a very confiderable fize on its 
way to the fea, as it is ftill farther increaied by the tributary 
flreams of fome rivulets which iffue from the lakes and marflies in 
its vicinity, and at laft it empties itfelf into the gulf of Bothnia. 

Near Kengis the banks of this river are confiderably fteeper 
than about Upper Tornea, and confift partly of a rc^d\{ti feltf par 
and partly of flates of a blackifli colour, whofe angles ftand edge- 
ways, with an inclination to the fouth. 

The river Tomea is in general fubjeft to three inundations ; 
namely, one in fpring, caufed by the diiTolution of the ice and 
ihow on the montains ; the (econd in fummer, owing to fudden 
and violent falls of rain ; and the third in autumn, before the fet« 
ting in of the froft. The greateft breadth of this river, when its 
waters are of a mean height, is nine hundred, and its common 
breadth five hundred yards : its '^rcatefl depth is ten yards, and 
its loweft fhoal from two to five feet. In winter it is frozen in 
its whole extent, and the thicknefs of the ice is from five to fome- 
times eight feet. 

END OF T«E FIRST VOLUME. 
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